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thls l?aJJer 1excanines the ,,c,,,a,,,,},.,n,,.,""''' b·eti,veen the cdtn e1nd the 1neans ,and co;~f'Jicts be1\veen coU-cctive 11,alue lr/nd itI(.!ividual 
m 

The was first put forwrnrcl by Prands Galton 
2001), hs were "giving 

birth 10 

Galton·s 
health·. One of 

was for men 1to marry selected 
spornses to red1.1ce the incidence of individuals with bad 
elements and so improve the qmtli1y of the population. Modem 
v,.,,,,~'-"'~J holds ilhat there a.re 1:vvo ways 

hemli::h: ifirst, 
and 

Er:Htrndwfl .f:' (H)fE::1011ie 

The Chinese ·:enn yousheng is usu.:1,lly t:1keu ~J trm:.slr:te intD the tenn e1.1genic.so 
Lil:eraHy yo,ugeng means "healthy at birth', which is dose to Gatton ·s original 
understanding of the tenn" Tl1ere is Hteratur,e to question •,vhe·£he:ir we should 
tracs~ate yousheng as eugenicso Please refer to pap~rs. v.rhkh f;aH it g•Dod 
blirth, and 2.rg;ue agains·i ithe tenn ,eugenics. e.g, Doe:dng, 0. (}.998). China 
and Eugenics - prelirntina.ry ternarks concerning the 3t1_1.te·trffe and hnpac't cf 
a probliern_ of ii.ue1nationa1 bioethics. In J\T Fujiki . .Si D IVJ.o.,cer ( eds.). Bioethics 

(pp.86-9 l}o Ct" .. 1istcburch: Enbios Ei:rtics Institute: Doe:dng 9 0. ( 1988}. 
Eug-en.J.ii::;; and China: V\i11ere is the ethical pro'.Jlera? Eubi.,:;i:; Journal 
and international Bioetldcs, 8:3, pp·.114-5. For further discnssJl.on of eugenics 
in China. see Dikotter. Fi( 1998). bnpzrf""ect Conceptio11.1.0 Jvfedical kiw'wlec'ge, 
birth (lefects._ and eugenic·s in C'hina. r~e-w ·York: Colun1bia tJnivershy ?ress. 

and mentally fit i.nf:mts. J\hho-ugh what 
called 'negative "'"'"'"'m"' 0 and 

,heir fundamental and intrinsic values 
cmmmon or similar, viz, to seek beni,gn scientific me,thods 

to and mental of 
lu1mm,kincL Therefore there are rich moral dimensions in 
rnodern /\s a 
contempotary bio,;;thics 2_nd i:he 
discuss these i:c.sues in order for in different cultures 
and countries to seel:; scme basic consensus ar.,d ethical 

is 3. f.llecessary 
of indiv~cmal human 

l: facilitates progress in 
hmmm civihsaiion. Cmrenlt Chinese bfrth controI program"nes 
indud.e t,Ho aims: to o::al:ain the •,1••·--·••o••J and to m,"S,rAUP 

of the population. The official slogan for 
these 3ims includes: 

and 
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chiklre:::iing)' According to :he ofilcial st.::rte1n::u,t yousheng 
indurles premarital med.ic~1l e~;arnination., require1,1ent for .,; 
perrn.:i:i: J:o repwc~uce, pre:::.atal rliagnc,sis and $Creerimg, and 
czire (kuing pregnancy and bhth. 'Thf:-Se prR,ctices axe Ctlrtl<;d 

mn under '"he 'gniddiEe,s· of the state and w_ith the 'cm1:,e"1f 
of the inciiv:dmtL Brtsen 0~1 1:J:1c: pra,ciice of ym1sh211g hi 
ccn1ten1por::uy Ch.ixw_, this papd· offers a Cbnese per2pec·,':ve 
on :h~: eithI,::al dimenf'.r:m:s of i::ngeni;:s, H v1i1l urgue that 
i,1,c'~-.;iduals, as fotembcrn of sc,ci:::ty, have a dut:v tc prnvde 
;,oc:;e:y ,viith health:,;. rn:1nnal ch_;k;-1·en_ Iviorxi--11:,,r die v,r,er 
exan1ines the relaciGnshi1)s bet1-Nf:en 1nean1_s and. ends liBd. 

oollectiv1c va1ue and ~nd.ivich1aJ. vr1lLe in yrJU5-,}.~2.ng. 

T}ie R~iaO,,inslr,iµ f,;,~twe,en f'r•efc:dtoni :cm,!l Respousibihi~1 

bJ! IE.1ll!gernicr: 
The fir;;_:,i: ethical ques,ioc i~ wl1ether coni.ernporJ_'i)' hm:c_,11 ,hnd 
has a r'-:'.'-Sf10r.f.ibility (Jr ,duty iL() prontote an-r.d, .,:·ar.ry- oni etige:nic 
prognl'.rcu~o_es_ ff rheT~ is STJch a ::espon':ibi[ty h,.rJ'fJf 2,;_~~c,ul:d i'c be, 
defined? Hw:n@n re:;~:,onsibili!l:,.r is drx;ely reh,ted rn 1he capacity 
,o chocise ~_nd the c,c:oi::,e of lmnrnf'. ,.:hoice:::, To .:k''ine 
n::f;porJLsibilhy 11ve rnust ii~·-k abou!i fn=;:,edon1to }\_D •.ve ~:::r,,:, ~:\O';)ii 

able to eIJg1g1S ir• eugenics in ,n infonned sc.ientific way we 
carry the rc:spm~slbili:y foT ,_1u:i choice ,:ither tc" ,engage or nN 
to engage ,,;;rjth such p1uJg~·::n1nT.1.e2., 

But v,-hm is fre,~:lom? Freedom of ::1c.tion is th,,;: hum::11: 'capacity 
lo decide by m,c:ans of rbe kno,,.rJedge of 1Lhin,s::·· (11/farx mr,c1 

Enw·'.ls. 1972 .. p.~5'-~). le lmmm, 1·eproduction the exercis:e of 
freedom irr.iolves l:i1C:'\V1edge of the ·necessity· of tho:: faws of 
lmms_n life .. ;ncluding laws of genetics, Freec.om of will in 
pracicing eugenics is the exrrcise olf the humm: capacity 
deliberately Lo apply genetic knowledge. Obviously 
~L1manb:1d has on'.y recn'd:, acquit::d this capaci.:y '.)r 
freedrnn. F,: 11:J,.ving 101:,: tenn exphraJion.::. Vv".'. h;:we discovered 
the prirnary sec:L~et (.if Rife fP~td, i1"ri. (Hs,:::overi_r\g fne "~ecess::~:( 
in [_.;e~aetic l a,Ns~ \Ve h~rv.':: c{~,tail ned ~L°'C~ak~r fi"eeCi:on1 in chocs,ii1g 
to reproduce beuer offrcring. This new kii•::•wlt:dge is 
accompanied by recent 2.dvances in r.sc:isted P~)mduc(ion, bixtb 
contml and gJ;ne'l.ic dia:,;nostics. Ihfa inriici:tes that ii: ;,.c, longer 
n:-;eds to be th,,e: CDtSf tha.( h.un.1ankind 2~eprodu.ees n1erely from_ 
iH3tL1cL 1Jy ::;,1brnlu:ing to fr1e will ofh,:;v,ren .r,lll:d fate., ,:::,r to the 
wl,im2 of natur,~. The >::v..::l,Jtion an.::: improvement of 
hwru:1rr;,.::_11d cm1, hcncefor0.12.rd, lc·e n1ore directly infllue:::cecl 
by the cffr,rt:o of hummtldnd it"elf. c\_s ,l result given Uifa new 
range of possible acticns, w.:: are respm:sic,le for J:heir 
clep~c;/rncnl or rej,c:cticn. 

The. prodn.::riot1 of drlkJ,:en b,3 lonr~ been seen a& a :Sc!Cfed and 
w,0 j ghty responsibility. Hov,rever trac~.id;:mal morals enphasised 
Nerely the re2ponsibi lities of birth and the rea1ing ,md education 
of offspring (Zlrnng m,1cl Li, 19'?(11, pp.151-166), btit net ,he 
F::,_pomibility ito empkiy ycu:;hing (,eugenics). Tl1i5 clces nc:t 
n'e&n 1:br,t ancieint p1~op'.e fac1::ed a sense of responsib]ity. Rad-1,er 
th::y ~,eked_ the range i:;f c:h,:,icco i1 repIDduclion :)pen w ,1s. 
Tlis ,1ew 1--.rw\\-k dge b1ir1gs ne:;v ::·espor12ibi]j,i_es for Jmrnankir:d 
bf"cause eug,:-:1ics p:~ovides a rm,<•ns of pns0;entii1~ th":. 
t:1fJ-sdornLk·n of dw, hi_mmn r.:eie and the oppm·,,uni,y to imp~·ove 
'tbe qn~1lity e,,fthe por,ulmio_,11. Tbm. it mir;ht be a~·gucd. 'Ne h:rre 
a duxy t() en1p~J)Y the3e: :11cans~ 
In fulfilling ':~ti" tlwy 1.,.e :;;hall ec1cow1:e:· 6ifficulties. For 
e}:-_atnpli.::~ I:n :~~orJe sirL1J:.1.ti,Jns, it is, s:c~H dliffic:nJt to deltt:rnJlne 
\', )-;('·the;- ·:h,t physical ~,nd menital irica.psci1cy r,f 11n indi1;,d1Lmi is 
t:K :.:es.ct!:: of ger,;~ti_:: factm·s. This inC:icm.':':s O•ai_ our freecbm in 
repoduc::ion ;,~Ji_ght .~:CV,' cv;-,r, ;;nm·:::_ For th,::o :;:ake of ti-Jc fmure 
c,fhi, tm,.rnl;jn,~, Y,'e irnve "d:,ity l:o ·:::cntixme cxpkm,tion and seru:r:h 
for ilfr, llig11er d.;Ji'-~c ( f' fi'1~i'doff1 ln rnod:";: of reprod:.1ction. 
l,1uJ 'P/~. :~ihc:1tlld b,,,:, c1;,11t~ous i11 n1ak~'.ng :-;:,0H1r::ies and st1ive ~:r1 n1.:1te 
secnre ,:ho~c,.~s. For cx,n·ple, Vle slmnhi not tm_it care1essly th:: 
fr,::,,::d::rm •;o repro-,.'1w~e ,,f 1;cople v,-],tJJ_ phy:sical o: mefl'::11 
disabi litie,; ,]r 'NitL lc;w lntdliger,ce. 'l<Vheri we hav::: tl(JI 

disc,Jvered '°'- genetic expfa~~adc.11 for thcfr condition. Bm we 
should_ not n.ii e ou,: foe: 9,-1,:sibiJiy if ,:m::h kno·,,vledge i:; gairnc:d. 
Gre"t c:1r,:- is cal led for in detenDJning 1:h..: limi 1:s of re3ponsibiEt:,-. 
H would he wrong l,c, pui. an people 1vbo gi•ye birCt to chiklnsn 
vv1ith g:enet1:: ,~is.ea~·.ei] into ithe categ,:;".;)1 cf pee.pie ~1,v:":O lack a 
sense Gf responsibility i::,, re:w0duc1tion. 

To emphasise and define eugenic responsibilhy we muc:t be 
clear abo:;!! 1the actm;,l pos&:ibi1:ties 2.:c'!1C'- rnnge of eugenics. 
p,Jthou;5b iJ is folly ir:, ~n,cKlern time:; t,c, a:ttribute th,': birth of 
,;hikl:t'.on wifo :inl1e1iled defornu1-ies 1:0 :he: ·..,viJ1 of (:i,Jd' er faire 
it "v'/Ollld alsci be fc,lly re, CX"l.,>.::Qt::'ol'i:e the ,cr:,pe of eugenic 
freedo;E 211,,::, t:_-ilnk tha,., wirh 1l11::i,,:Jern hwv.:ledge and 
~e,:bnolngic.s, p,:~oi:ite are r,bl;;; to give bfrtJ1 t(, ,Nhate,;er kind ef 
children they 'Nish. It is m1d,~::-sta,'ldab),e thalt 1r,cople VJ'in,t 11,0 

apply t~H,, pown of science m::.d modem tedmolpgy to give 
bi 1th lo c:11it:lren wi.l: id:c.al ::;tm1da,nb fa p,:!rsom,li.,y. plvsiq.1e., 
irte1li1sence, en:,o-.iom,l a_,1d physi,.0log;_;:;a1 r"c:sJur~so But d1is i:; 
in1p1.):?,sibl~ i:1 ~·erd_h.y. fi'torr1 C1,~ a:ng]!e 1iJf posi_:iv,e i';u.geni,cs~ 

e·1en thou0h resez,rch b a::; ,,c!lieved so;,1, ':' impo,1 tant 
brcakthro1.16hs and hum,m.Und h,Es 01:,rained th,e c1pr'.city and 
frE,'odorn to t,egln tc, ,::·on-kr<J'l and cr.,<mge bs natural fe:::.tures, 
soclnl and ;::ersollmlity f:::c<1ture8 zre anc,ther matcer ;i1together. 



The improvement of hmEan social indi01iciual characteristics 
and spiritual quality dep~nds mainly on :,:he success of 'social 
enviro11mentzJ cDgincering'' and '3'Jcid educational 
eng~neering~. Fron1- the angle of negative eugenics, even 
though hmnmtldnd may obtain the capacity ta prevent .the 
sprtaC: of a hannfuli gene corap}eteiy, it wouM ,3ti:l be 
impossib1e to a'ioi,c, the binh of ,those with physical and mental 
c:;s3bJity altogether, It ls also impossib~e to RvoiJ c:.impletely 
die birtl:, of sucL babie& n1.ec1ns ,of bettrc:r techaique:; of 
reprodu,ctiOEo Besides genetic fac'tc;rs -;vvi1ich nllgl:1t cr~use 
physic~! ,md ,n,ental disabiliJti'.':s there are others s~i.ch Zl8 

l:'11virc,n:1,,enta~ fac'tors. GeE~Li: facrers might :1Iso be o·J]y 
contri.bu:L.Jry cau2es ,Jf disability. /ts a result eugen:,::s, with 
:Ls focus oh the ger:etic focw::s, is 1:miled In its ~·cope ::r11J1d 
pos~ibilities. Hum,,L fre,"dom i:1 procuri.:,1,z healthy births ir; 
ttus n,Jadve ,~ncl ~irnitec. 

'The fecr12 ,:Jf eugenics, as the capaci 1~y to f:"hoose n1 
reprcducti on. iis main! y a b:::id of · cclleclii ve free<:k:im of v ,m'. 
nm: e;,1genic re~ponsibiLty is ,:iot sirnply the ,responsibility 
of che indi,iiduaL but rather the responsibility of humankind 
as a whole - the respcnsibility cf modern human.k::nd fo:· fo~ure 
1nEnartkind. A ceRtmE c,'.:lciet:i or c:ountry might sere up laws on 
heakny birth a,"d IJrnmo!.e ::he 'frrcc,dorr: of h,~~,lthy bi1th,, Fi:1r 

i.ndi. vi duals the freedom ,to opt for health:,1 bi~"th does noi 
amom1~ to J·,aving the capacily to chc.ose the quali:ly of 
Gffspri1,g ii~o\ependently" Rathei" they would possess dv~ 
necessary materdal conditions to have choices in reproduction 
and so realise th,~ir wish for healthy birth" If 1the society 
provides i1xl.ividuals with the essern£ia2 conditions of rnchieving 
healthy birth then lhey have the responsibility to avail 
themselves of Ihose facilities" h i2 ,their social responsibility 
and duty t, '!ctive!y sEek healthy birth. Thai is to say., each 
individua; as :1 meFiber of lmmankind !urn c:. rc:spc,nsibility to 
provi.:le nonnal a111d '11ealthy d1iklre:1, ;ci.s far as :s pms~b:e. If 
individm1fr volun:r,~ily follow the policies c•r hiws of :J1e slate 
on herlth,r oi,.th by subini:ting to pre-man'.al ex:unirmti.on, 
g,:;netic sc~·eening and coumeLli,ng, and p,ennital diagnosis mid 
comIIlfr themselves t,'.j deciding whether t,J reproduce or not 
according w it:ne rr;;sullrn of these procedure::;. then they :11ight 
be said ,to be behaving morally and rec:ponsit!y. ff nor 'lhey 
might be criticised from a mon:.l point of view, 

Th~ Relatiouslilin1 lB,eit11ve,Bn Aims .um! Me:m1s :\iJ Mm.·:;1lity 
As a'i.ready indicated, the ,o:le of so,je'ry in prnmoi.;ng ~;enetics is 
Kl m'1ance the p!.)'S.tcal and mems'.! quality of i:he population and 

':i:i improve the general ge11etic quality of hurnffi1kind, Having 
;,dueveci sonue abili:y l.o cr,:ny U'J'l eugenics lmmankbd has a 
responsibility to sli'rive to achieve the aims of .sugenics. The 
S.mdamet1ta: task of eugenic3 rese::;,rch is lo discover pcss1ble 
scientific :TJei!hods of re:ilisi,1g this aim. This inevitab!ly rn'ses the 
foBowing questions: Should z,bsolulely any 1,1.e:ms lhat can be 
cliscoveted to achi.e'1e tbJs end be used?'What 2,afoguards should 
be so0-1s;ht and ;mt i,1. place in realising d1e ctiins :c,f eugeniics? 
Vlhat sleps in realisirig the,se r,~1n1S are efrlicr.'i.ly acceptable? These 
question:; :nbout the: tebtionship "lf be:.1Jveen aims ,md m.eans are 
ethiccllly important in lthe discussion 0£ eugenics. 

In ethics, generally spez,:cing .. the relajoEship bei',veen aims 
and 1neans i2 in esc:ence fae questl.on of the justi.fica:ti.on of 
means. So it b in ethical discussions ,Jf eugen~cs, Do the 
rnez,ns rnerdy facHitaite the airns? I sho,j}d be &.d¥o,iaed that if 
cenain means ,c@n be t<sed to serve the s•)ecific dern,ar-ds; ;:if a 
jm:i.ifiable nim this is just one ;:,spect of their c.foica!: 
justification. fo the ethical justificatio~-::. of a 111ei.1-r1:s there i~, 
anc-,ther ;Jl'l/•mtant eiemem, vitz. :he need 1:0 accor:JL wilh ,,ralues 
which lie beycG1d the realisation of the aicm. Vt/e kn0w that in 
hmnan Efo there ,,,xe nrnny vah.ies whicb can coJTK: in,o 11ension 
with each ofoet. The 1neJn~ that ,:::an be employed to ad1i,,c:ve r 
ded::-ed end 1i1il.Y,, in l.b(;m~elves, be of neg::i1t;ve •1:i\1,e_ A3 a 
resuh H ofilen happens th,:ri the me1tl1od used to solve one 
prolAem beco;:,·,1es the c::wse •Jf another. Thefefore, when we 
choose lhe meam: lo realise iJ cert::in 9tim if vie only target the 
aim itself :::nd 1gnme other values we might find ourselve::; 
deeying values which are fundamen:aHy importam to us, 
ObviousRy we should strenuously seek to avoid such an 
outconCJ1e, It is therefore cmTect to assume that the dictum ·the 
endl justifies 1:1e means' is morally unacceptr.ble. Jus!lifiable 
:1ims mus1t be combined ,NiLh ethically justifiable rne;:ms,. 

'Ni:th regr1rd to eugenics, the criterja for l:':vah,,,ting means are 
as foHowcS: first, the means w]l achl,eve l['.1.e aim of preventing 
the spread :of hannful g:caes in the population: second, the 
me:ms must <1ot threaten other fund:m,enrml '1alues and htnnan 
interests i.!1 sc,ciety. That is, in s1.1mmary, eugenic programff1<.os 
skKlGld produ,:e net benefit to human.lend rmcl in so doing they 
should not undennine fundamen!r,1 human values. 

The pos:;i.ble irnean:, u:' promoting euge;1ics can therefore l:,e 
ciass.ifiec' iD;o three categories. First, means that can prcwent 
ts1e spre:1d of hmmful genes an(~ enh;;ince rthe geneti,,:: quality 
of the population, i:iut dc:stroy the most basic sodi:il and moral 
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values, re,mk in a IoEs C'f lri.rmms 
of liL:: for nun1ber of 
effec:ti,re but iL would be 
and nien1raUy dfoabled 
pro;c-::n1.rn.1I1e of ecc11thanasfa, 

and threaten :the value 

ide:als of h:iman life: but ill ,;vould also 
prograrnme, 

achieve the of 
firs, cr:terion y,et be m,.ed 

c::,11clT,)k This could be of 

s!z'.tus of the fr,etm: and reve,il its If this kind of 
v1itho,1t 1:on,i.rol h couL:l leml. to !:he 

diseas~B frorn '··~'"'·,..,,·,"'"uL,s the; right of these 
indivfrLuafo to decide Ji;,)r them:,elves :n1eam; of ~·•,.,,,.,.,k,,J'J• 

s1terilfaai:k,n wodd them ,of n1:an:;r civi.I libertiet:, This: 
v,ou.ld not the of hmnan1 but it 

,J1so abovt inrerse anti--social behav:our:, or 2,odal 
lLUTtllOiL Theief;i)Te in '-""·f.'.,'v.c.~·-·co contrnis 
would be called for in .their 

the first two cri1:e"h1 bur migLt. s61l threaten 2.omie 

of life~ Exan:1plie:s 

means 111:c1::;t be in any programme of 

There are two kinds of me:ms 'Nhich .,,..,.,,~""'•''' 
social and technic2J rn,ea:mres. The el .. hical isstie::. in ,.,.~••N'"',"· 

rneasure chose11. The ethi,cal is.sues in Ve:chni.cal rne:asuxef are 
concerned b-o:th 'Nith the valtue and :3cope of rhe 
of the rneasure, Therefore there :;houEd be differc;nt "'·"•1·.,-n,,e1·,,~~ 

both the 
1n crd.er 1t() C(H1tro_:! 

thre21ts °V') the liberty and. h11divid1Fal~~o _/\t 1:he Sfffne 
tln1e ~.:omn.e necessary Erttitatio::,-1 .::._bi.oF1d be irnpos,ed on the 
·,viUulness of 
set np, some mef·_ods of reward and p,.,uw,,u.'"-''-' 

and so1ne suhable social supervision be cm1.-ied out. 

w the avoidance ofhann tc human life and ,tbreats m it,; 
measures should be avoided which do not 

pr,·:iduce: net benefits anc'. e~~ceed what. can toierate, 
it s.hculd be ensrrnred that serious socJal corisequene-es 

ofihemeans 
not so au:; "ito excl~J.d_e tl1~ err_!_pI.c:1yn1ent of 

n1e.asu.re2,. j.1_,;,_fJ, a 

are ~tr-1~.c :ured. h) J\u.1.::ticr-11 beE:t 
bern:.Jit2, 

greatest social 

are a kind of Inmerial 
it ,t,:::, mle out undesirable ,id,e-effects 
Ib ,employ tbese technicai means will thus 
some undesirnbie social consequences. If we: v,c:it for the 
when means are disc0"1ered which no HI effects and 
acceptable to d1 ·we shaB have to endure the 

to pay a 

of 

111 iLhe on the one hand m,d t::e !Lealthy 
fu,tme of 1mmaslki1J.C:: en the other. 

Cn:rnflici:s o:f'ih:11,m:s 1n 
In dlis s,,:;ct.i11)L •.tve shaH dii:,cuss f:1e issues cl con:tlicits c,f values 
in ;,;, rcumber cf "''"P"'.a,,,,n,,,eo ro.easmes: the selection of 

aronion, 'These often invo:ve conflict:; between social vafol:'s 



and im:Evidual value.::, or, c;::n-espond:ngly, bet,,veen social 
controls 2.11d i.:ndi.vichial freedoms. Regulating £his 1dncl of 
conflict of values ;.s an imporl,ant mo,ral task. From the angle 
of the needs to cmry out a pr·ogrnrnme of healthy birth the 
resolution of S'.lCh co!1f1icrn would faciHtnl:e 1:h:::: bes'. rearsai:i.on 
of the p1 c,grnnmc.e, 

Conf!icts cf'Va!uei in Re:si,lat,011 of Mcsriase 
hxordinz to boi:h the princi:_ples of wgerics and the individual 
Nish _for healthy birch it s\Jould be pmhibitc.d for close relntion2 
,c,, ma,_11'- Rc::sl."ascJ1 ha::; p1,oven lhat n::pt0duction bet•:1e:en dos,,~ 
rehLtive~. is 9, cm.1se of birth,; of individuals 'vith genetic disease;,; 
z.nd inherited defonroiiies which lead to a dedi.:ae of 1,be gen:c,tic 
quality of the populz.tion (Tian, LH and. Cai, 1987, pp. 23,5.._ 
237). I-lff\'e·e·ver in tlb.e vast co~;ntJ·ysiJe ,c•,,f C~hlrr1a there ar,e stiH 
clo::;e 'J::liatives v'1110 incline ,to rr;aw1 on rhe fal~.e as2umptic.11 
.that ;:he 'marriage cf ck1.;e relatives 1nal:c.:·s people even closer", 
An 1ciris i~ 111 conflict wifo eug,enics. Generally spealdng, 1:ne 
b2,s1k: elthical approaci:11Lo this codlict :i.s e~,at individu:::lls .shodd 
not be anowed to mmT'/ close relativrc:s bvt should rnther place 
the interests of society hefo;_:e their ~ndivi.dual neec'.s, In 
applying this soli.1:tion o•.:>c;e:y should seek to :;iersuade the 
inc!iv'tduals concerned, so that J_h,: choice of eegenics w1Jtdd 
be an,.Jr1:<Yff1ous, However, in the bst ancily,;is SiJch rrnnTiage::; 
should br:: mac,e ilk:gal. 

C'o;~/-?'ic/s (_yc-\Va/u.,es in ,Fixing an A.ge of_Reprvductian 
Eagenk resear,ch indicates 1hat for women to reproduce ::n 
non-appropdate Limes is ,mother caPse o:f bad reproductive 
consequences (Beijing College of Ed1.1.cation, 1982, pp. 298-
299). For this reason our society seeks to promote reproduction 
al appropiiate ager .. foc:Hviduals u:;;uaHy wisl~ to choose to 
ceprciduce at iche best age. But this wish is often in conflict 
v,ith ~1tl:.u:r indJ-,ridua1 lnier:::scs and career dev,~lopment. Career 
odentated -,,.1cE'len face t 0 e conJ:lict bet ,,,.,een fulfilling 1J1e so,c:i al 
clu:y to ensure C'!e healthy biicth oi thf.ir ,::hHcl:·en and fulfilliDg 
01:her sod,J dwti,5s or sometimes between thf; ain,s of euger:ics 
and 1.,1eir ow,:• pleasure. F'or workircg ,;-1omen th~ conflict is 
mU2:Hy beitwr;en the requir~rnents of euge1ics on the one hand 
and family economic cond;tions or rJneir O'Nn ple,,suF~ on the 
oiher. There am two ellLi.caI ·ways iio re.:;obe ,hese .::onflicts. 
First, v,henever other social duli.es conflict 'Nith the chny to 
t"eprnduce at the appropriai:e age, in principle the forn,er should 
be secondary :o the latter. This should not preclude pos.,ible 
exc.~pti,Jnal r:as.es, Second, whene•1er dern::mds of :ndivid,.w! 
pleasure ,md ather dul:les to family ccnflict with lhe duty i:c, 

reprod1,1ce ,it an appropriate age, one should subject the fonr1er 
l:o the Irctter. However socieiy should not ini:erven-~ coercively 
to ensure this. 

r...-:o:,;,7.icts o_f·Val11Ie in the E~rohibitiol: c~f},?..'eproduction 
According to the p::in-::iples o: eugenics, iniliv:iduals "Nho suffer 
frmrIL seri(ws genetic dissases shmdd h;;iv-f: their ri.gl-h3 to 
reproduce lir·tited even ,,o the poinl of being p.:ohibited from 
reproducing. The r1c:;t exhaus:ive method of achievrng 'ihis 
woci.ld be compulsc,:i:v s1teniHsation of 1::iese people. For such 
people Lhe right to nwrry and ilhe 1igh1: to reprcch1ce would be 
divided. Su,:;h inteife1·ence is not v,;'hwc 1faes-e people usuaHy 
want This pTeseats a di lem;na to policy H',ruken: either lo 
prohibiil those reople from reproducing for the :0al:e •Df the 
ge·1etic ~-,c;al'fh of the populatioe Of :ifio•,v the sprea01 of harmful 
get'.es which would h2nn the genetic hemlth c,f the populaticn. 
In foe fa,ce of this dilenm1;:i quirn a fevv •Chinese and f,:;reign 
e;;perts in eugenic~, and ethics (Qiu, 1987, pp. ~ 01-103) 
advocate d~e s2J::rifice of r1he reproducti-,1e and e.ven sexual 
ireedo:ns <Ci.f carcier2 of harmfol genes for 1t(1e ben"'f.t of the 
imprc•v~oe:cent of the geae:ic structure 9rad ql'.ality of the 
poi-,ufr.tio1·,. J\iowad2:y& quite a fo1✓ c,::•1rntries ~1ave l.avv3 and 
_JoUcies lo prJiiibit 31.v::h lndividua:s fi:mn reproducing and 
prohibi,\ the nrnr.:iag,e of p;::ttients 1,vith S'.:'.ricus genetic dheases 
:::nd serious mr:nital il.lness. This value choice is seen as 
nece:;sary and if. rnorDi1iy acceptable. Hovve,er 'vVhen mciking 
such a choice a society musit make evety effo:·l to fuHH tl1e 
following: firs.:, nirtl~e the socisl decbion become: the 
auronomcus consciousness of the individuals in 1that society 
by means of thoroagh pracfical education and persuasion; 
second provide the individuals with the necessary socia1 
compensations. including necessary pension;; and services; 
lmrd, rr,aintain tl·,e olher rishls of those individuzJs, rights such 
as ,.~quality, freedom anj digr,ity and assist the1:1 with their 
self-realisafl:i;:n,. Ideally :these unfortu"iate pe•'.)ple, DS carriers 
ofhnrm:fol -ge,1es. ,:;;hould volrn:tarily rncce1)t t11e social c:en1ands 
of e:1genics and give up '.lJ.eirright to reprnduce.1\Tevertheless. 
for th•)se ·who are able to give birth to normal offspring b:1 
me.rnns of selecfrve reprnduci:ion, society should create 
conditions vhich enabk them Co procreate. For exz,mple. if 
the; male of the couple has a_ genetic disease IVF shou.ld be 
1made a-vaifa_b~-e to help 1he couple reproduce employing cioncr 
cperirn, For those co1.1pl::-:s .vhere both parmers ca"1y harrnful 
genes but are aole lo give tdh to normal offsp1i_:,1g by trw 
applic2.tion of sele,:::tlon of pre-embryos sociecy sh,::idr!, create 
services !cmc; provide the opportunii:y for ttieffi to produce 



}n this 'V?ay ·fr1.e ,,,,H,,~,,,,,1 , progr:.:11iJ1J.u.e 1vil1 ·~e 
indi,1iduals ens1.;rcc' ;;,s, far 

vvith. ~f:o~tnses •1vtli(~h h2ve 
disease shrn:ild icollo1v 

tissue.~ ,5tat,1Jls arnongst 
tthri.Jr, far.;e diiflcu~ti ,:;or.'Liilcts 1,;/he?J. these s~Ki [;.it,111d,e:ns 

:abort:'.on sen,ice'.'., On th,:, one 

the 
:he 
par, of the cbkL On Lhe oi/t er 
thr:' fo-ttm: In the: f0nTi':r on-,, wiU term.imi,te ithe 

the vruue :1f life of che foetu.,, In choo:_;ing 

The sound :~thicaf <cv,,rn·,-,o,rh 

c}1on2c the 

infants a:~e greater ~ban those as~:".J,ci.rri'red \vif1 
gestatirn~al prc·cess. I'1.1oreovET the rnisi',:n1:unes asGar::ia1ed viith 

tlhte 
child w ·:mld fa,,;e after its oi,·th. Therefore to c:.r17 out sellecli:ive 
abortion of a foetus v,ith se1ious deforr:lities benefits 

and ;r;oids s11ffering of the disabled child. The 
moral view is not sc•tmd and should be quest:ior:ed, 

Due to 1:he frilurc of 
d.isotd"\0 antageous f,uctc,rs. s.c}nr1e infants ""vith i.nherited 
defo,:nli1:ies and dise9.ses wili! be bor;1 :10 mattn what 
}1.moi~g th;:;se infmus some wilH be J-.,uu,.·,,,. an~: will 

di<:. wil:houi: life Jf the necc:.c:smv treai:n1ent 

the bf::mt 
1,Nhat s:1,21ukL be rbne in such cases? Sb.Juld ihe chiklren be 
;n}i_,cnNed'; to die or .should '\/VG 

them'7 Or should v,1,:c, interv,.~ne wiJJ1 all of 
~1cch tr,:oatmei21ts we n0w have avail.able? F!~r•:: i.s another 

care 1:md 1seat-:nen,' not wFl parenlts, dilermrnl, In 
and 

1:mr:ten bur the 
beaT an e11i0l1:clo:1s fftate:rhiil. and erootional 

mc-111:,, of the sacreclness of hunan 
life. In the fac1c" o-f t\:i:;; dilen1111a s, few bioethicfat:, 

k•o1d the view l:ha'.:, with the 
cc:ii1sent of the pr.r,~nts, ·::he child should be aHowed or •.cnahli,ed. 

di,r: .. 'IVe fed. lha[ '.his: is a sound viev1 whk;b :rn:odern 
shDt~ld. •,,..,.,,., .. u, th1:: cor:-,sent of pi~rieTirs shi:.)uld. be 
01)1:J.iI,,ed before em:1rn:-:::ia c•:•n'i:er11r:i1,i \Vhat of, .. ,a"''~i,,'-u 

chik!ren 
,:he child padeet fQr ~he pui1:.,::ises 

fParents find sui:,h (:hi:::>ices 

very diH},::uH to mah, ?1:d !thh: v.,HI o:;u1:.rnif; tote 
:.o. But if',vc fa.ce a :0:iti. aUrn, 111 the fomrc ::n whic:h che 

frcrn r~ov"' on. 

R ... ,~f1E:1tieli.CC£:3 

circumst.a.nces it 
necessar:,1, 

be nvoided if we 
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