
FROM THE ED!TOH'S DESK 

_l\:-..~ ')vir}1 p:c~:,ivious F'eb1113ry issues of the JJ)t.n·n:,::i.l !l:t;,.3 issue 
cont:.1ins ~l retroc11ecfrie dlscnssi:::m on 1:h,~ .J,c:veloprr,cnt,~: in 
hioerhk,s ,Md hea]th l'.lv, ov.c:r fl1,c: p;1~t yea;. Thi.,: ,1e:i.r Bill 
AJkin qf\lictoria 1Jniversity's }\1cuJty c,fLa\v ~1ni=l Sn11dy EikJn 
of !le Bio:::.ti,ics C::n'.ffe. Urfr,er:.ity c,f Olaf;o. gi"I~ 1:heir :1•.xow11 

of the i.;~;ues ra:ise-.d ir~ 20:J3 0 

M:uch of ihe rrnrnining m::;_tcr:'.al iil thi:, icG.ue waa pre;;ented ,1t 
the New l'.c"cdc:nd Bici:ibks 1.:::onf.ercnce held in Dunedin in 
Febr,1a1y 200,:c. 'fhe then1,: of Lh.~ conference. ·,,1rts ethics and 
emerging bi1)1ec1rnol:.)•,~ief. Gi-,rc.11 th:2 D.pan.,.ion i'l1 the 

dcveloprnem of bio.,.er,;lmologie'.· in. receEt years this was :m 

imponant and timely top;L(; for foe c:::mfereni:x., The growth .in 
biotechnologie,s brh-Jgs 1.vii:h ii. a n11mbe1 of interestin,,e; ethical 
quesfr,)11s ;;1110 challe 1,1ge,. 'fbe.:e incl.,.vle sush questi.orw a,,: 
'14h.,E ic is co be hnnrnn, and who (Win, genetic inf,:,nnation, co 
narne just a cot!ple. rI'i1..c~: she:;:,r size of socoe ,;::Jf ithe,se ,questions 

along ·vHh th·: npid :md somF:wlwt ur>ai.ticipHP,o 
Jevtlcprot:.:nt~~ ,~rn vic-..:v 1:d by tbo~:e outs.ide of ~icien•.::e, rn,;i!kes 
2i.:=!tti_ng po1i 1.::y -hJ these. are.;.1s a p:~~Lt.i):r(l2,1·]y difficult ta~;k" 
H,'.''Neover, 1.t1Cc' kck o:i coofdh:ated p•Jrlicies in sonk ;:,f these 
a:u\~C;,8 rne2.ff1 s ethi.::.:s ~:orn rnittecis rcsp.ondiug to res,::arc))_ 

propo:,a1s subrr,ii:red b:., sci·:'.ri:ists are .making one ~,ff .:iecisinris. 
Th0 tT<'O op•'ofling ad::lre::.s,,:3 to the coniere:ice dl21:t1s~:uJ. ,~-cacdy 

c:encrr~~. TJni.,,:·trsity \)f {)t::1.,50, provides :::1- 'SUlJ'tfff:?1,:ty c,f the 
di±~rlctJlt ,quest]_o1r1.s that .are J;iis,::d br biocecfn?ulogy a1-1(l t~1e 
cl1,aH•,;nge;;} f(n· erhics Goran1i(t,,5es. rYperating iri a "pol_i_c:/ 

'\-'acr,ur:.1 ~. In the oth,:T ci_-cnil~)!, add.ress ~~iT }):.Tnl ftee\1\::-.~:~ (:h.air: 
c,,f th1.':'- Ilio,~thic~; f~~)u_n .. :·:11 cj ;cus:;e.s (.1c1e role a~nd ~pl;i.ce of (he 
B,C>,cihi~:s Com:cd, Tl:k: Coi.mcil ic: drnr.~e-d ,.v~l11 the t:d: ,:;f 
pronwting cornErnu.ity .Jialogu,~ en biot,Jclm,)logy mid 

a,j vi,;ing fre Guvernment ou the cuHural, c:thic1L ,me! spirj:m:1I 
dir:1ensio!ls ofbio1~ecbnok ... ,5y. In \)rd1~r [D develc,p a cno1T~.ina!.·ed 
))G,hcy in .,-,::spcn:se to bioteclmelr,>gy th,~re ,1re sonh: irnpor:.2.11t 
steps that 11lust be t 0 ken j,J obuining th.: perspect~ve,: c,.t 
cornrnui11ty ;ne.:i_-!1bers. 1-he Iiio,,:;t11ics C~ouncll ht.Iv~ begun ·1he 
v,c:rk oJ t:i!dn\!, us (hrough thes,e steps. and ·,uhile there if n.J 
doubt ithat this f'roc:,:-ss will 1nke ti.me. hopefully it wiil resul1'. 
in a more robust and res1lient s•et of policicc grounded in, and 
oYmed by the con.irntmi:l.y. 

.Any 1Ncrthv;hi1e ,;:iublic pc,li,·:y ')fl bi:Jt':'c11:1ofo3ie:o requircos 
good 1JiaJ11~'•.:;ue \1vhh lJc,th scie1i'.i3ts 2nd cHnl(jans9 and in cr,3r:r 
to resr1on15 i:he rivb1i1,: :cc1ee:d {f:1 kx10\v 'i,·vhat blor,3ch11:.:.>!c·gi 1:cs c.£:n 
offc;-. Tlfr:; r:~quires effecti,.,e engpg,?1-r1tnt \vith ,ci.endr:rs aud 
clinici:,,ns Rbnut •.•/hat is :::urre11tly going on, and \)I, nat ic. 
b.ocomi,,,~ possible. Scie11tists c,nd dinicians ha1,;0 a duty to 
infc.rn1 ~),-=:--er.}le of n\a::s.\T\f rJ,e';,reJopn1e111":~· ~ tc pro'v"id~:" hnfo11nadnrr 
.?,bout ,.vhnt 1t,e;1 mezm, the pos:c:ib.dit:V~s the:v open U}\ and ::ilsD 
tliei.r c/\Vil ethicd ,1 ,rnlm~ abom irnplc:men1:2tion. !n Ml ::tfo,rt 
to c.rear~-E'- v:,1ortb.11vhile dialo!~ue. bet.1.ve:en s,::ittlCt'. and ethics the 
Bioethics ():rnferc·rtc~ orga:njsers c~sked a nun1ber .scienti~as 
anrl cliniciaflS ·co r:ra~seni !ileir r::searci1 Hid t,::, open th,~ 
discusJion on ethical rnatters ''l;;;lith l:~sui~.::.s fr-Jr.fl th·~:ir ov;.:·) 



for the discussion to be framed tl1e 
",aLw,,n,cH;e, the ethical debate that followed was ba,,ed in the 
work of scientists 13J1d clini.dans .. 

of 

funher papers frnm 
issues of th.e 

Zealancl _Bioeihics J:.},t£rna!:, 

T"t1e l\Te1y Z.eaia?z(l E!ioethics Journal is 

Association "''',~,·,,,~c. a nev; intcmation::i1 ,cf 

Bioethics, Both the itBA and the iVZBJ share a v1:sion for 

bioethic:J as a diverse .and ·'""'~·''""·""'•"·' 
1s opeH to 
will 

the to 
refJect the c;;,;:,:;,;:;.~e::: 
commitment to n1aintain and build en the 
exists in the NZB.J and peer review of articles will ,~onti.nue to 
be centraL There is alsc a commitment frorn the g1uup to 

,A,'"''W'""" tc encourc1;ge a. wide 
as 

details as ho\1/ and vvhat it wiH be called 
been decided, If any reader vvoukl like tr:·• offor 

reflecrn i:he coUaboration and scope z1,f the nevv 
sernl. th,com IC the echtor, 11; ;;s ,,,,_-,ys,m-nr• i:hat. 
vvil1 be launched later rcllfa year, i\11 subscribern 

lo 1:he A!Zl:U 'Hill be notEied cf d1e 
1nonths. 
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