In clinical ‘practice there is a
presumption in favour of
confidentiality. Despite arguments to
theeffectthatbecause family members
sharesome genes they should perhaps
have access to genetic information
about relatives that is relevant to
reproductive decision making, there
are also strong arguments in support
of maintaining confidentiality. TFor
some this is connected with ideas of
ownership of genetic material; for
other with considerations of
encouraging trust in the service.

In the employment and insurance
world, however, there are other
factors. The discussion of insurance at

the conference took into account the

fact that genetic information has the
potential to undermine the whole
conceptual basis of insurance, which
is concerned with sharing risks in
society. Genetic information, as it
becomes more precise, may
differentiate the population to such
an extent that the idea of risk
distribution becomes redundant. Of
course allowance has to be made for
uncertainties in predictive power of
genetic tests, but in the light of this
possibility itisunclearwhether genetic
testingisto theadvantage of insurance
companies or not. Representatives of
the industry were concerried to find a
way forward that would enable
insurance to survive, but also argued
that out of the concern not to
discriminate against persons with
particular genetic predispositions,
there might be a resulting systematic
disadvantage for groups who are
suffering from conditions that are not
clearly identifiable as genetically
based.

Although there was as much
disagreement as agréement this
consensus conference brought home
the point that disagreement can in
some ways be more productive than
agreement, in pointing toareas where
morework hastobe doneeg, inraising
public awareness about issues
concerning the acquisition, controland
implications of genetic information.

rant Gillett gave his

Inaugural Professorial
Lecture on August 11 titled “Is
There Anything Wrong with
Hitler These Days?” The venue
was filled to capacity; an
achievement as it was held in one
of the larger lecture theatres on
campus. Grant argued that post
modern criticisms of truth present
achallenge for ethics. Hissolution
was that truths about moralities
involve many different
perspectives in order to get a full
grasp of the complexity of amoral
situation. Thus a claim about a
moral truth from a perspective
that tried to claim supremacy
would miss out important moral
features of a situation. Grant
concluded by arguing that post
modern criticisms do not stop us
from continuing to condemn the
atrocities of Nazi Germany.

Until now Otago University has
not has a tradition of inaugural
lectures for newly appointed
professors. Theinvitation to Grant
to deliver the first one in this new
seriesisa tributetohisscholarship
and a recognition of the high
standing of the Bioethics Research
Centre in the University.

Planning is well underway for
the Bioethics Summer Seminar to
be held in Dunedin in February
1996 (seenoticeon p?). The Health
Research Council is joining with
the Bioethics Research Centre in
supporting the weekend sector of
the Seminar focussing on
Research Ethics. Following the
weekend two parallel streams
“Moral Management of Health”
and “Teaching and Learning in
Bioethics” will be held.

The organisation of such an event
is a major task. The Centre is
pleased to welcome Aidan
Stenton, who has been employed
to help administer the help.

During the last few months a
several academics have visited
from abroad. Mal Parker, senior
lecturer in Medical Ethics at the

&

University of Queensland Medical
School visited at the beginning of
July and informed us of the
developments of the medical ethics
program where he works. Professor
Ruth Chadwick visited from 27-31
August, during which time she
presented a publiclecture “Mapping
our Destiny: Ethical issues in genetic
research” and led aworkshop “What
counts as success in genetic
counselling?”. Ruth’s visit was
sponsored by the Otago
Postgraduate Medical Society. Loane
Skene crossed the Tasman to attend
the ANZCCART conference in
Wellington. We were lucky that she
could come down to Dunedin and
deliver two  presentations
“Legalising Euthanasia: the
Australian Experience” and
“ANZCCART and Animals in
Teaching and Research”

Professor Kathryn Hunter from the
Medical Ethics and Humanities
Program of the NorthWestern

‘University Medical School, Chicago
_ visited the Centre at the beginning

of July. While here she presented as
part of the Medicine and The
Humanities Open Lectures
“Sherlock Holmes, Clinical
Reasoning and Moral Knowledge”

We are continuing to develop our
international networks. During the
last year we have exchanged articles
and poublications with the editorial
staff of “Medical Ethics: Journal for
Forum of Medical Ethics”. The
journal is published in India and
features important ethical concerns
and developments from thatcountry.
The most recent issue of the journal
included articles and letters on
kidney transplants (and some on the
black market surrounding organ
transplanations). Those interested in
developments on the subcontinent
would find this resource very
valuable. The address for “The
Forum” is

Forum for Medical Ethics Society
310 Prabhu Darshan S. Sainik Nagar
Amboli, Andheri (W) :
Bombay 400 058, India



