
Ln cli:t:i-i 1;->-'i ! practice ~h2re is a 

pres11rnptio:n ir; £~1,1011.:r of 
confidedia~ity. Despilrc argwnents. to 
the effeci:that bec2.us::'· f,m1 llvmem bers 
sl-1are sorne gene~, they, sho1;id periw_ps 

:have access to genetic inforrna.tion 
about relatives ti1a-t is ri2levcLr1: -::o 
repTG1:luctive fiecision 1nak.ing1 there 
a.re also atrong argur~nents in_ s:upport 
of nlaintaining confidentiality. For 
s01r1e iJlls is C(1Iu1ected vvith id12ELs 0£ 
ovvnr,rship nf P-PPPtic rc•::1_teri-::1l fc,:r 
oth·e:, v:~riti:lL ~:J;;sl~lr2~,~~ {:~or:s" of 
encoura.ging tn .. 1,3·~ hs;_ fhe ser\lice. 

In the e111l)lnyrr1e:r1.t ~~_n::1 insur21r1ce 
Vi'C•rld, ho~-A12·r/er., thei-e are f)ther 
factors, The disi~ussilon. of in.s-uranc12 r~t 
the o:::11£er-::n.ce took into account the 
fact that gen.etic i:1fol'rnation 11-c1.s :he, 
polenti:il to u:rtd_errnine the -~,vhcle 
concepi~ua1 basis oi insurc_nce ... 1,v:i1.icJ1 
is co_ncern_ed 'Vvith_ sharing risl~s ir1 
society,, (:;eneHc ir.Jor1T1_ation, 2.s H 
becorn:.:::s 1.T1or,~ precise.,. rnay 

dHforentiate the p-~ipulation to such 
an e.de:tt that the ide3 of ;is~: 
dislrib1Jtio11 b,2cmT1es redun•:hn-'. Of 
course a.Hov/ar~oe has to be 1Y1.-r1dP for 
encertainties· in preciicti-:.re po'i/t'er 0£ 
genetic tests,, b1.1t ix~ the Ught of thi~
l_)Ossibility it is u:n,_cleai-1:,,-,,ihether genetic 
::esting is to the advantage -s,i insurancE: 

~1~:1~~~;~:t:;:~~;.:~ :,;lt;::~:~~lt~~i Ij;:r; 
'V•1ay f'lJr1.1varcl that 1/•/o·uld. enab,le 

i:ns,l.1.rance to su.rvi·ve1 1:nJ~ also ar[:;ued 
-that ou_t of the concerxl n .. ot to 
discrin1inc:te a2,.a.i:11.,~ t ~p-2rsons ·vlifh 
pm·ti.cula{ gendic p:;edisposi'dons, 
t11:2re might be a resultir1g systernatic 
c'dsa.c1.va;rt2.g2 for gru~ . .1J?r, \vh,rJ are 
Sl!ffe1ing from cordil:ion.s l'luil: 0.fe .not 
clearly iclentifia.b.le as. '-genetica.i1y 
/:,2~sed. 

Although as ' HlllCrt 

disagree1i-tent as agree1nent this 
consensus cor1ferenc-2 ])r'ought l1_.rJ:r:ne 
the point th .. at d.isagi-een1et1i can in 
S(nn.e :,vc~ys be rJ1,c:-rre pro,ductive thari_ 

agn::,ement! irt pointi:ng to '?:-reas tNhere 
xnore lvorkhas to l:.;.e drJne eg., in ra:isi:1.g 
publ{c a1:varenesG c~bout iss11.es 
concerning-~(~e acquisition., control an6 
iIYtlJlicaHons of g;:n_etic infc1:tn1atior:_, 

( _.,,,, ::ant (;i]Jett gave his 
,._7 Jnaugvrd Professorial 

Lec:h1re o:n ... A.ugust 11 titlet~ '".Is 
There Anything 1Nro~1.g ,vilh 
I-IitleI These Days'(' The Yemie 
V\'as fiHed to ca.pa.city_; an 
achievernen1: as it v1.raE held .. in one 
of the larger lech1fe thP.2!:re;; on 
c;c;mpus. i::;rari': ar/Cued thal prn:;.t 
rnodeI11c:ri+icisn""::~ ~f tru-r-h nrP~Pn,_ ~ .,c '•'-- 'I. . 1-' -~'-- ~~ L 

a ch :1.llenge for etl tics. His aoh1ti.:in 
vvas that -~rulhs al)o1rt 1.rioraJ.ities 
in.volve diHerent 
-pere.pectiv2s in on::lr~r -::-c) g:et a fvJl 
gr;c,.sp ofthe con,plexi.ly 0£ a m0ra', 
situation .. Thus -a dain1 ;:,1J-cmt a 
nH)raJ truJh £rorn a perspecti-..re 

;;;~1; ~·:;~~s[;,~1~:l j::.:; 'J~~!~t21:~li~~ 
{eatl1r2s of a sit-ua tior1-o '~·rant 
c01,d1xied bv arguing that FOS( 
r_aoder:1 c:titicisrns do :not stop us 
from c0ntinuing to condt~mn the 
z.trocities of {\Tazi (~errna:r.1y. 

Un:H ~1uvv Ot2_gc> 'iJniversity bas 
n.ot hc:1s -::i tradit~en of inau.guraJ. 
lec~mes for newly appointed 
pr9£essors. Tl1e ircvitation to (~raci 
to d.eliv1,::~r the first one in this nevi 
seriP.s is a trlbute ~-::i his srholarship 
and a recognition of the hi5::t 
standing of ~he BioethksResearch 
C'.t::::ntre i::'1d1.21Jnivei-sity. 

P:anr'i.ing is ,vell unde:rvvay for 
the Bioethics SuEn.1n .. er Sern:inar to 
l:oe: helcl in Du.nedin in F'ebrua.ry 
JC/96 ( see°K,tice cm p? ). The Health 
:Research Cou:nciI is joinh1_g y:1ith 
the Bioethics fZesearcb Centre in 

s1,1pportin3 the weeke''.,d sector of 
the Se:n._-1inar focussin.i~ on 
Research Ethics. I'o)1owin-g the 

•ilee:ke11d tv/C: TJ-arall-el strear:rt2 
"Ivfo12l Mz,na6einent d HeaJ.1:h" 
2nd "Teadxing and Lea.rn:ng in 
Bloethics" will be hei'd. 

The organisation of su(:h a.n e"/ent 
is a tnajor -tasko The c:en.tre is 
plea.sed. to vve1corne .l1;,.ida.n 
Stentor::.1 vv~~i,O h_as }YeETl ernp•:.oyed 
to help adminlster the help. 
D1-.1ring tJ:ie la.st fe,v rncn1ths a 
several acctden1ics l1ave ·visited 
fron1 cibroad. iVfcd Pa1'L:eT1 sen:ior 
lecturer iT1 J\tledical Ethics at the 

lTniv·ei-sity of ,Queenslar1cl IviedicaJ 

School visited at the beginning of 
J uljl ar:d irifotn-teci us of -~he 
developrne:iTi:S of thf:'. n_1edical edlics 
[YrograiT1_ v\rhere he 1Arorks. Professor 
RuJ1 Chachvid: visited from 27-31 
1:\ugust,, during \"i,;--hich,. tilne sh2 
presented a lJ"U.blic lecb .. u:e _f/l'r<'Lapr)ir1s 
our C'est!~ty: Ethical i2.sues in genetic 
rtseEn'ch" an.ct led. a ~,vcrrk.s.hop .11·\ATha:::_ 
counts. as e-11.ccess i:ri g-2netlc 
c0Lu1.s.elling'r'. F:u·-1:}1,, s \dsit v..ras 

2poru~:-bred ,Oy the ()tago 
Fos~graduat2 Medical Scciel:y. L,:,ane 
Skez:e crossed tht Tasrnan to ,:;~tter:.d 
:he ANZCCART c~or.fe_renc':' in 
VVellir.gton. V\/e v•rere h.1cky~ th,21.t she 
could corri.e d.ov1rr~ to D·-u.r:ed5n a:ncl 
::leli·ler l:w o pre Jen i:2tions 
·•'LegEil;sing fa~thanasia: the 
.A-.u.straliar1 Experience,,.., anC'i 
"Jl,,i•,TZCC.1,ffT ,u1d l\nlmds in 

Tt<iching and Research'' 
Prc,f,2ssor I(athryn I--lunter fro1n the 
fv'.ledical Efrd.cs anc I-Iu.'.n2,nities 
Prngrarn of th,2 NorlhvVestern 
Uni7er8ity j\1{edical S::hool, ChicaE;o 
visit':'ci :he c:entre at the begirm.bg 
o{ !uiy. V\!hile here she uresented as 
part -t)f the ]VL~ciicine and The 
H1.1m2nit:ies Open Leci:1.ues 
"Sherlock I-Io1rnec,, Clini(:;?J 
!{easo~ling a:i1d lv1oral :£.(no;.vledgen 

V\T e a.re conii~1uing to develop 011r 

i:cd:e1n2tiori2J neb/1/<,)I~<S. DuTfng the 
last year vve hcrve e:x:cha.nged a::eticles 
an.c~ p0ublic2tions wi•h the c,di l•Jrial 
staff: or "Jviedical Ethics: J,:mma:· for 
Fortun of lv1edica1 E·i:hics, 0

• The 
journal is pub;ished in India and 
iea.tures important efhical concerns 
sn d deve~opmen~s from that c:OLmhy. 
The :a_-_nost recent issue of the Iournal 

i:nc1uded a.rt.icles ancl let,;ers orl 
kidney transplants (~nd sorr1e c,n th.e 
i.1la2l:.~ :'.:"nark_et sv.rrougding orga.n 
transplanations ). Those intereste~l in 
devel0prn<::·:1ts on lh2 2ubcontl11e1t 
v1I(}.tdd. find this resource very 
va.luabl.e. The add,:ese fot "The 
Poru.rtr'' is 
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