
Pi"Oiei'.lSm' Rnge:r Hi.ggoj 
r~:ro)feasor I-Iiggs ,vHl be ·visitin,.g in tl-ie 
region during i\.pril. Prcdessor I-ii.ggs 
is a 1/\Jillia:11 Evc:ns Fel:.ov:, joinidy 
l--tost:~d by tb.e fhcIethics 1;'._1::search 
Centre 2.:1d t!:Le Depa:rtcnent oi C~er1.era1 
Frnclice of the Uni.vers\ly d Otago. 
I-fe is Prc:fesscr of {~2Tt:2raJ Practice at 
?.=i_Gg;' 2 1CcJ,1.leg,~, London., ancl a.n expe:i_t 
in the field of n1-edi(:.a1 eth.ir22i. I-Ie ha.E. 
been editor Df the :Casie 1Confe1\:TlCe 
series of th.e Joi,:rn.aJ o.f l1lI..-2-dicaI -E t.hic.s 
:since its inceph.cn. irt 1975 ar!.d. is r:::. 0J,

at1th.or., ·v.rirh Prof,:;~ssor ;.6J.1a:sta.ir 
1::=:an~q::-bell, of Irt T?'h?J Case: 1v1etfical 
Eihics in Eve:tvdr..it/ Ptaci>ice .. I-le has 2Jso 
pEblish I2d c~:ap-t~~rs i:n seveI-aJ bo1::.,Ls.l 
includh~;_g l\/[t1n1-!i:fl i~f c:-en.erdl Practice 
edited by F:ry·f J.1 and J\,ioral JJ::Zennnas 
1·n J\/iodern lViedicine ecliled by 
Lod,woc,d, l\/1. 

Prnies:c:e:' Higgs vvill speed.. 2d. tlce 
foUov,ing C\{E c,emlnan; for 6e:-tera~ 
pcac'ilionerc, and physir.:ian°: 

Dear Edit,:::,c 

Budgeilwlding Com1,1e11tar11 

}Regarding the Bt'!-.d.getholcli:ng 
Comrner.tary publiE::-:ed in th.~ l.c1st 
issue of the ,()tag,:, Bioetl~,in; RepC1rt, 
Gillett omd Nicholz.s a;:,pe21.r :o igno,:e 
Che fJrivate- fees generated by a budget 

I. hol..:ii,·,1~ _?raci:i::)E (BHP). amounting lo 

:i:J-60% of prncticc> inmrne, 

l :s there ::n assumption or hore foe l I BI-I?' s iiJ'/:Ul lhnit tb1.er11sel ves to i::::-1.cor.ne 

!, Frcirn the :f:HA? -:~b,·s. i·rl.--,·r' 
· T I·J C0'/{21' th_,21.nsel,.1cs t'.l_'-' -~ . _ . b1.eavy 
t ~ cost-1 I:Jad BI-IF1 s 11vouIG. p:cesu.::na.bly 
t in.su.re ti"H~rnsel-;1.1es1 if' pruclent. 

I C'Ot.3 c'a_\-TlTcP kr,G,V how I-IippocrateEc 
! ' l · · ci l , 1 , ~ ! ~:;:,:~:,.~~~c~~1;:.~•~;~~:;1~~rttcr ,1e nfa 
I Bl-')o..ns.fumih,n 

11 ApriL 
I)unecHn 18 J.!1-pril,, 
(~£ueenstc·~vn 22 i\pril, In1iercargill 

TOJ}ics: ,Principles at th.e C,~-al Face,. fh,e 
lvicn-::a:1 I-Ierdt-h D_f I)octors, Co1~_fiien HaJi ty 

Ca-re. 

for tirn-2s and 1-ocations,, pieas2 c=:intc-::_cl 
the -Bioethics c:.211trf .. 
D·uri11g h.is 'l_r_i::·,it to tl1~2 Bioe tl ',d.-=:s -:=e:i:ttn::., 
Profe2<sc-r 1-Iiggs ·;vUl JYlrticipate in 
ad t/aJ) .. :eci s.,21n:l:r1..a.rs a:ncl c'Leli "Vex a 
pub He lectc:re •:,n the :.?1rtl-u1n:asia. d1:'.l)2rte 
([,ee e:d:vertisernen.t eise~t/hen:: in. thJ.s 
issu,2). 

la~n f;'s,·•,::i:2li:r2llo111 
Th(:: Fctculty of Law ai-:d the tilc)efhics 
Re2,ea.xd1 C1cntn,·\vi:·1 beieintly hos tin:;; 
a 1V11li;;G·.::1 Evans Fello•N fof the mc,nth 
c)f lV.farch. IEn1 :Fr12ckeltori., a. 
barrister, of Ivl.elbomc'e is a leed;t,g 
AEetrahan a 1.111,or anci editor in the 
are2. of ra'N ,nd med~cin2 v/ith an 
i11. ternci.t:i.onal reputation for 
f,c}10larship in the a:c-.2c'. of e;,,pert 

Professor GilleU respcnd.s: 

It is trtre that in the }Jrecis of our r,,2pcnt 
v,2 dld nc,I: diecuss th::; comp1.1cations 
in::rodt:tced by th.e 5-0-60%1 of fee-fcG·-

;:~~:J~1:f;;;;:t~tc~:~1et:~:, ,:~~:c~~;:~;, 
account. (}ur precis report -:here£01·i:: 
c,uHi:1~:s only our major fin-.:l)ng-s and 
rec:o:nmendatic,:12 in ,2kriDi1 l:o the 
RI-L\ ,.:omp,oner,t c,J ths practice 
inCOH','2 ,' which i '.2el;, in '1.011 BI-rr 
se-:tings1 is a i 12e-for~,;:,erFice i:acon1e). 

A practice could ir,svre for hc:avy mst 
loadi:n.gs, but Ot'.IFIr,;::ferred opHoE 11vas 
2, no·1 r:isk-,2,ha:-ing or,,tkm v,rhich 
avoids that J:!-ro.bler:.c1. 

F.d.p:1?ocTates ,,1,ras :::1 p}1ysi1.ci2tn anci 
teo.cher,- bcrt::J_ abou_t 460 BC~: l-V1".o 

p·ra.cti8ed and taugbt 111.etlid.:ne :for a 
fee (2~(cept '1/Je 1~r-2stu_ru~,, for th1e s1Jns 
of those \ii.rho instructed hirn). 1\/Iost 
(::;:;re,~k doctors of th:2 s7.xth to fotuth_ 

eviderlce. I-Ie is the auihor of The Trial 
of the Expert (O.U.P., 19Bn a:1d co
editor c::nd a major co:ntrtbutorto E::pett 
Evidence {'.Ll 'Volu:::.TLes,, La~1v Book t:o/ 
1~;,93 ),: he is curren!~ editG1r of th.e Tct!vnal 
of Lazu and l\leriicine (L.a•.Ar Book Co.,. 
Aus':ndia).: and h2 is the Presicient or 
the i\:us-i:ral~ar:1. a.r1d l\Te,v Zealanc: 
,,:~.ssociatio:n_ o.f Psifchio:fry,. Psycholog~. 
,,,;d iAw_. wlrkh holds a fr1e]y an;1ual 
co:-~.Cerence and has Iecen.tly 
established th_,e journa.1 Psychiatry, 
P~\ych()logy 2:nd Lav,/ (_A._1J_stralian 
ilca.di:2::t11ic J?r-ess ). 

F arti ci p ,, te a 1.-:aden1..ic 
progra::TLn1_es cJ the Fa.cu.Hy of Lavv, 
the C1t:3 60 Ue.::licc1l Sdtoo! :md the 
Biof;·:ldie:s. :-R.esec~rch 1-:=entre,: he ,;;,,~.rill 
.arldress rnentaJ. health professional:::: 
2.nd. -the I)un.eclir. l\!fedic-o-Lega1 
Soci.ety_: a:r1ij vriU 1:::iree,errC a p1iblic 
1~ctt1ri2, :f-Ie rnay -!J,~ contacted via John 
I)avI~~i:-}n at ttt.2 Facrtl·::y of L2'.V-/ or 
directly a·~ the J?acu1ty of LF~vv. 

cent1n·ies J]C 1/,;e:t·12 in priva-~e prac:::ice 
exc-2pt £01· the occE\sicrnal pi-~ysicia.n 
1,/vho t'+7B.:5- reta.i:ne1d l.1y a city stati::;, 

118-ll:illV .f.Cif 8 p:.~riod. of a veaI at a tin1.eo 
His th;ught ,th2 t th2s~· .t~es n,ay ;"tz,,ce 
b,~eil "r2tainers'· suppler:n,0 nted ]:,y 
privale :fees,. :=ilthough the Hippocratic 
v,n_'itings ad.,lise that dc,ctors sho1J1d 
:.~Cd11ef;11-2s tl'ea-t vvi-::11.f)llt s.sking 21 fee 
and. alsc~ e:::-cpliciUy 'Vvarn doctors 
againsi·a"?arice. H:l1Jpocrales did h.ave 
cler-:end.en2s o.t least c)ne of '\/\rh.orn h,2 
rna:r.I'?ced ofi to Pol:irn.12, \"'/ho is c,1:~1,2 of 
1::h.e a.uthoTs Gi. the Hip}JOcrati,,: 
V·{l'itirigS, 


