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Alastair V Campbell: 
Pastoral Theologian and Bioethicist 

Lt has been with very mixed feelings 
that many of us have come to learn of 

the departure of Alastair Campbell for the 
University of Bristol. . This is perhaps 
particularly the case for .those of us who 
were involved in the establishment of the 
Bioethics Research Centre (our original 
proposal was that it should be known as 
the Otago Bioethics Centre), and then with 
enticing Alastair to come here to the 
Directorship of the Centre as Professor of 
Biomedical Ethics. There have been so 
many developments in the Centre over 

, the past few years, that it is difficult to 
believe that Alastair only took up. his 
position in April 1990. 

· However, Alastair had been in Dunedin 
prior to that, having been a Visiting 
Professor in Biomedical Ethics from 
September 1986 to August 1987. With 
hindsight, that 12-month period proved 
remarkably prescient. Over that period 
the ground wmk was laid for most of 
what has taken place subsequently. His 
remarkable influence was felt in 
undergraduate medical education, clinical 
staff training, postgraduate medical and 
other professional education, clinical 
involvement, and community liaison. He 
was also involved in the early stages of 
establishing the Bioethics Centre, where 
he served as a vital encourager and 
stimulator. 

In qn article written for the Friends of the 
Medical School in 1987 (Medical Ethics -
Beyond Pride and Prejudice), Alastair 
referred to the quiet revolution in medical 
ethics. That may be the case, but the 
revolution. on this campus has- been far 
from quiet! 

Following this year spent with us, it 
became important to do what we could to 
lure him from his home base in Edinburgh. 

In time, we succeeded, and the stage 
was set for the amazing burgeoning 
and renaissance of bioethics in this 
University, and indeed nationwide. One 
of the most remarkable aspects of 
Alastair's appointment in 1990 was that 
the medical school added to its clinical 
staff a member who lacked a clinical 
medical qualificati9n and, even more 
anachronistically, was a theologian 
(even if he was a Scot). And yet for 
those who knew him, this should have 
come as no surr.rise, since one of his 
st;tengths has been his expertise in 
pastoral theology. And it is the. pastor 
in Alastair that has proved so decisive 
in providing him with an entree into 
clinical decision-making. His earlier 
books such as Rediscovering Pastoral Care 
and Paid to Care? The Limits of 
Professionalism in Pastoral Care, 
demonstrate the relevance of an 
understanding of pastoral care, and 
Alastair has himself demonstrated how 
expertise in one area can be adapted so 
successfully to another, that is, to 
bioethics and ethical decision-making. 

Alastair Campbell has flourished in an 
uncharted environment, where most 
things have inevitably had to be set up 
for the first time. He has thrown himself 
into mapping out new paths, and his 
influence. has been felt from the Ethics 
Committee of the HRC to the Working 
Party on the Use of Human Genes, from 
the estabiishment of third and fourth 
year bioethics papers to the Master of 
Bioethics and Health Law, and from 
being chairpersbn of the Southern RHA 
·Ethics Committee to being an editorial 
board member of the journal Bioethics. 

It is interesting to reflect on how pi.any 
of these and other activities in which he 
has been involved even existed six years 
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