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Foreword
The Law Faculty at Victoria University of Wellington has had a close connection 

with pacific law for many years. The involvement of the Faculty has taken many 
forms. There has been the contact with the numerous students from Pacific island 
jurisdictions who have done their training in Wellington, and Pacific issues have 
been the focus of staff and student research and a component of various courses. 
Contact with the Pacific systems themselves has taken the form both of general 
legal advice, and in the giving of specialist constitutional advice to developing 
states, and most recently, of involvement at a judicial level in the courts of appeal 
of some Pacific island jurisdictions.

The Pacific interest of the Faculty has been heightened in recent times by the 
move towards independence and self-government of most of the Pacific island 
communities, by the world-wide increase of attention to this field of law, and by the 
concern felt by the Pacific communities themselves at the confrontation of their 
traditional cultural values with Western European culture. Within the Faculty 
these factors have begun to be reflected in writing and research programmes, in 
greater Maori and Pacific island content in established courses and in the offering 
of two new courses — in 1983, the Pacific Legal Studies programme, and in 1984 
the Maori Land Law Programme.

The main needs of Pacific law today and in the immediate future are for a 
good and accessible body of information on what the law of the various systems 
is and for finding ways and means for the people of those systems to service for 
themselves the pressing legal demands that the international commercial and legal 
communities make upon them. In many cases the full extent and meaning of the 
inherited western style of law is not known or if known is not seen as relevant or 
appropriate to local needs. When the content and style of the existing Western type 
law is known proper decisions about its continuance or rejection at a domestic 
level can be made and, when the necessary skills are available within the local 
communities, the hard policy decisions about the stance to be taken in the inter
national world can also be taken. This Faculty is committed to assisting in the 
attainment of these informational and educational goals.

It is hoped that this issue of the Review, the first to be devoted to Maori and 
Pacific issues, may herald the publication of more on these matters of great local 
and regional concern.

Anthony H. Angelo

The cover painting is Kahukura by Gordon Walters, reproduced by kind permission 
from the Victoria University of Wellington collection.
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Reading this booklet 
could change your 

business future
1)'VT leasing is a powerful
Dll £j business tool.

It can help business grow and
prosper by providing 100% finance
for capital equipment.
Consider what that can mean:
■ No accumulation of funds for 

deposits or outright purchase 
required.

■ No capital tied up in fixed assets.
■ Reduced need for equity capital, 

providing medium term financing 
without dilution of ownership or 
control.

■ Maintained access to other lines 
of credit.

■ Under the Overseas Investment 
Commission Regulations, leasing 
provides the means to finance 
additional equipment without 
exceeding local borrowing limits.

Easier Cash 
Management

Leasing with BNZ can ease cash 
flow pressures, and maximise your 
financial resources.

■ Equipment generated income will 
service rentals. .

■ More accurate cash flow 
forecasting.

■ Flexible rental options can be 
structured to meet income 
patterns.

■ Improved taxation position.

It’s in the book
Pick up the BNZ 

Leasing booklet at any 
branch of the Bank of 
New Zealand and 
find out more about 
how you can 
structure a new 
future for your 
business.
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