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The 2021 issue of Taumauri��WKH�:DLNDWR�/DZ�5HYLHZ��UHÀHFWV�WKH�IRXQGLQJ�JRDOV�RI�Te Piringa 
Faculty of Law: professionalism, biculturalism, and the study of law in context – and its wide-ranging 

contribution to creating a distinctive New Zealand jurisprudence since its establishment 30 years 

ago in 1991.

Justice Susan Glazebrook in her inaugural 2021 McKenzie Elvin lecture sets the scene with 

a magisterial analysis of the Rule of Law, questioning whether it is a guiding principle or merely 

a political catchphrase. She concludes that respect for human rights, access to justice for all, 

providing redress for historical disadvantage are essential ingredients for the Rule of Law if it is to 

RSHUDWH�DV�D�JXLGLQJ�SULQFLSOH�ZLWK�QRUPDWLYH�H൵HFW�DFURVV�WKH�OHJDO�V\VWHP�DQG�WUDQVIRUP�VRFLHW\�
Continuing with the broad theme of the Rule of Law, Edward Willis interrogates the reasons why 

the New Zealand courts appear to be reluctant to address constitutional law issues. He considers 

ZKHWKHU�WKH�UHOXFWDQFH�WR�JUDSSOH�ZLWK�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�LVVXHV�PHUHO\�UHÀHFWV�D�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�SROLWLFDO�
deference but concludes that judicial practice may be more nuanced and tempered by a last resort 

approach to determining constitutional issues only where required to do so to decide the case at hand. 

:LOOLV�VXJJHVWV� WKDW� MXGLFLDO�HTXLYRFDWLRQ�¿WV�ZHOO�ZLWK�1HZ�=HDODQG¶V�XQZULWWHQ�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�
framework by preserving the ability for the courts to determine constitutional questions if and when 

required to do so at some future point. He also suggests that leaving constitutional questions open 

for legal determination in this way acts as a check and balance on political power similar to the 

LQÀXHQFH�WKDW�FDQ�EH�H[HUWHG�XQGHU�D�ZULWWHQ�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO�IUDPHZRUN��:KLOH�RQ�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
SODQH��KH�FRQVLGHUV�WKH�UROH�RI�SURSRUWLRQDOLW\�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�DUPHG�FRQÀLFW�

3DXO�+XQW�LQ�KLV�SRZHUIXO�+RQRUDU\�'RFWRUDO�DGGUHVV�VXUYH\V�WKH�EURDG�¿HOG�RI�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
and concludes that beyond combating discrimination, human rights have a legitimate role to play in 

safeguarding human dignity and guaranteeing the right to a decent home. Human rights guarantees 

are considered further by Vinod Bal in relation to queer and transgender persons in the sphere of 

international criminal law. He concludes that international criminal law plays a critical role by 

ensuring that queer and transgender persons are treated with dignity and protected from persecution. 

While Danielle Graham considers the right to clean drinking water from the theoretical concept 

RI�0DVORZ¶V�KLHUDUFK\�RI�QHHGV�DQG�6'*��WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKH�FXUUHQW�JDSV�LQ�WKH�ODZ�DQG�SROLF\�
relating to aquifer management under the framework of the Resource Management Act 1991.

Finally, Chief Judge Heemi Taumaunu in his 2020 Norris Ward McKinnon lecture sets out a 

SRZHUIXO�YLVLRQ�IRU�DFFHVV�WR�MXVWLFH�IRU�DOO�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�&RXUW�IRXQGHG�RQ�D�0ƗRUL�ZRUOGYLHZ�
IRU�WKH�IXWXUH��7H�$R�0ƗUDPD�±�D�PRUH�HQOLJKWHQHG�ZRUOG��WKDW�SURYLGHV�ZUDS�DURXQG�VHUYLFHV�WR�
address the underlying causes of crime from the establishment of the Youth Court in 1989 to the 
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