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TELEGRAPH PROTECTION ACT, 1863. 

IN TIlE TWEX1'Y-flIXTII YEAR OF TIlE RiEIGN OF IIER MAJESTY 
QUEEN V[cTORIA. 

SESSIO~ XV., No. 10, 1863. 

[16th April, 1863.] 

AN ACT to provide Penalties fm> Persons wilfull.lj inJuring or Title. 
destroyin,r; Tele,q1>aphs in the Province of Auckland. 

WUEItEA.S it it intended to erect and construct Electrical Preamble. 
Telegraphs in certain parts of the Proyince of Auckland: 
And Whereas other such Telegraphs may from time to time 
be constructed and erected in ;,the saId Province: And 
whereas it is expedient to protJct such Telegraphs from 
wilful injury or destruction: 

Be it therefore enacted by the Superintendent of the 
Province of Auckland with the advice and consent of 
the Provincial Council thereof as follows :-
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1. Every person who shall wilfully injure damage or Penalty for injur. 
destroy any Electrjcal Telegraph or any works connected ing Telegraphs. 
therewith in the Province of Auckland shall be liable to a 
pena.lty not exceeding twenty pounds or to be imprisoned 
for a period not exceeding six calenda.r months with or 
without hard labour. 

\ 
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Penalty for injnr- 2. Every person who shall ·wilfully injure damage o:r 
ing materials. destroy any post wire material or other works used in the 

construction of any such Telegraph shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding tho sum of twenty pounds or to be 
imprisoned for a period not exceeding six calendar months 
with or without hard labour. 

Penalty for ob- 3. Every person who shall wilfully obstruct any porson 
structing p.ersons employed in erecting any such Telegraph in the due flxe-
empl?yed III cution of his duty or who shall so obstruct any sueh 1Jerson workmg Tele- .. . 
graphs. employed.m workmg; any such Telegraph shall be 1mb Ie to 
, a penalty not exceedmg the sum of twenty pounds or to be 

imprisoned for a period not exceeding six calendar months 
with or without hard labour. 

Penalty for il11- 4. Every person who shall without lawful authority do 
peding the use of any act by reason whereof the use of any J.<JlectrieaJ rele
Telegraph. graph may be impeded or the transmission of any message 

along the same may beinterrupted shall be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding twenty: pounds or . to be imprisoned for a 
period not exceeding six calendar months with 01' without 
hard labour. 

Damage to be 5. Provided always that in addition to any penaJty in
added to Penalty flicted under the foregoing provisions of this Act it shall 
by way of further be lawful for any Justice or Justices by whom any such 
penalty. penalty may pe inflicted to add to such penalty the amount 

of any damage that may bo done to any such Telegraph or 
works Provided that no such penalty shall in the whole 
exceed £100. 

Pen~lty for di- 6. Every person employed in working any such Tole
yulgmg messages. graph who shall divulge the contents or substance of any 

despatch message or other communication transmitted 
thereby except to the person or persons to whom the same 
shall be addressed shall be liable to a penalty for each 
such offence not exceeding £100 or to be imprisoned not 
exceeding six calendar months with or without hard 
labour. 

Interpretation. 7. In the interpretation of this Act the word "works" 
shall include any station post insulator wire cord galvanic 
apparatus excavations and other things in any way con
nected with the Electrical Telegraph or line of communica
tion thereto. 

Penalties to be 8. All penalties inflicted undeJ; this Act shall be recover
recovered in a ablo in a summary,vay. 
summary way. 



REPKU.TNG ACT. 

0. The Short Title of thilil Act shall be" The Telegraph Short Title. 
Protection Act, 1863." 

Printed under the authority of the Government of the Province of Auckland by 
Robert .Tames Creighton and Alfred Scales, Printers to the Provincial 
Government. 

ItEPEALING ACT, 186:3, 

TN THE T'VE~TY -SIXTH YEA.R OF 'rHE REIG~ OF HER )HJESTT 
QUEKN: VICTORIA, 

SF;SSIO~ XV., No. 11, 186:1. 

[16th April, 1863.] 

AN ACT to Repeal cntain Arts of the Lo('a,l Legislat1lre of tlle Title. 
P rOZlince of Auckland. 

,V HEREAS certain .Itch! pasFled by the Superintendent and PreamlJle. 
Provincial Councjl of' the Province of Auckland have 
become obsolete and it is expedient to Repeal the same 
And whereas it is expedient to Repeal other Acts passed 
in like manner: 

Be it enacted by the Superintendent of the Province 
of Auckland with the a(lvice and consent of the Provincial 
Council thereof: 
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1. A 11 the Acts mentioned and set forth in the Schedule Acts mentioned 
to this Act annexed sha11 be· and the same are hereby in lSchedule re-
repealed. pea ed, 

2. The ShOl't Title of this Act shaH be "The RepeaJing Short Title. 
Act 1863." 


