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An Act to amend the Accident Compensation Act 1972 
[22 October 1981 

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand 
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows: 

1. Short Title-This Act may be cited as the Accident 
Compensation Amendment Act 1981, and shall be read 
together with and deemed part of the Accident Compensation 
Act 1972 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act). 

2. Removal of limitation affecting earnings related com
pensation-The principal Act is hereby amended-

( a) By omitting from section 74 (1) the words "(not differ
ing therefrom by more than 20 percent)": 

(b) By omitting from section 113 (13) (as added by section 
8 (2) of the Accident Compensation Amendment 
Act 1978) the words "(not differing therefrom by 
more than 20 percent}". 

3. Relevant earnings-Section 104 of the principal Act is 
hereby amended by inserting, after subsection ( 10) , the 
following subsections: 

" ( 1 OA) Where any period of an earner's incapacity for 
work does not commence on the date of the accident, and the 
Corporation is of the opinion that relevant earnings ascer
tained in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this 
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section do not fairly and reasonably represent the earner's 
normal average weekly earnings at the commencement of the 
period of incapacity for work, the Corporation may, notwith
standing the foregoing provisions of this section, in its 
discretion determine an amount which in its opinion would 
fairly and reasonably represent his normal average weekly 
earnings at the time of the commencement of the period of 
incapacity for work, having regard to such information as it 
may obtain regarding his earnings before the time of the 
commencement of the period of incapacity for work and his 
earnings at the time of the commencement of that period, and 
to his work history and the period of his residence in New 
Zealand before the time of the period of incapacity for work; 
and any amount so determined shall be treated as if it was his 
relevant earnings for the purpose of assessing earnings related 
compensation during the particular period of incapacity for 
work: 

"Provided that any determination made under this sub
section shall not bind or prejudice the Corporation or limit or 
restrict its discretions or powers with regard to any assessment 
or determination of that person's relevant earnings or loss of 
earning capacity during any other period of his incapacity for 
work to which the determination does not relate. 

" ( lOB) In determining the amount under subsection (lOA) 
of this section, the Corporation may exercise the discretions 
and powers conferred on it by subsections (2), (3), and (4) of 
this section and by section 104A (3) of this Act as if references 
to the time of the accident and to the date of the accident in 
those subsections were references respectively to the time of 
the commencement of a period of incapacity for work and to 
the date of commencement of a period of incapacity for 
work." 

This Act is administered by the Accident Compensation Corporation. 


