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1976, No. 76 

An Act to amend the Births and Deaths Registration Act 1951 
[10 December 1976 

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand 
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows: 

1. Short Title and application-( 1) This Act may be cited 
as the Births and Deaths Registration Amendment Act 1976, 
and shall be read together with and deemed part of the Births 
and Deaths Registration Act 1951 (hereinafter referred to 
as the principal Act) . 

(2) This Act shall apply with respect to every death 
occurring on or after the 1st day of January 1977. 

2. Registration where death reported to Coroner
(1) The principal Act is hereby amended by repealing 
section 31, and substituting the following section: 

"31. (1) This section applies to every case where the 
death of any person is reported to a Coroner. 

"( 2) For the purposes of assisting the funeral director in 
charge of the burial to comply with section 30 of this Act 
the Coroner shall, at the time of issuing an order for burial 
under section 11 of the Coroners Act 1951, give written 
notice to the funeral director of such particulars as are 
known to the Coroner relating to the identity of the deceased 
person and the date, place, and cause of his death. 
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" (3) In any such case where, at the time of issuing an 
order for burial as aforesaid, the Coroner does not know 
the identity of the deceased, or the date or place or cause of 
his death, the Coroner shall, within 3 days after completing 
the inquest, or, as the case may require, after deciding not to 
hold an inquest or not to complete it, give written notice of 
every such particular to the Registrar whose office is nearest 
to that of the Coroner. 

"( 4) No notice given by a Coroner under this section 
shall include any matter tending to incriminate any person 
of any offence. 

" ( 5) If, in any case to which subsection (3) of this 
section applies, the Registrar issues a certified copy of the 
entry in the register of the death of the person concerned 
before the Coroner has complied with that subsection, the 
certified copy shall be endorsed with the words "SUBJECT 
TO CORONER'S FINDING". 

" ( 6) On receipt of any notice under subsection (3) of 
this section the Registrar shall-

"( a) If he registered the death of the person concerned, 
complete and (where necessary) amend the 
appropriate entry in the register in accordance 
with the terms of the notice; or 

" (b) If he did not register the death of the person con
cerned' forward the notice to the Registrar who 
did register the death, and that Registrar shall 
complete and (where necessary) amend the 
register in accordance with the terms of the notice. 

"( 7) For the purposes of computing the period of 3 days 
referred to in subsection (3) of this section, any day on 
which the office of the Registrar is not open for the trans
action of public business under this Act shall be disregarded." 

(2) Section 30 of the principal Act is hereby amended 
by omitting the words "sections thirty-one and thirty-two", 
.and substituting the expression "section 32". 

(3) The following enactments are hereby consequentially 
repealed: 

(a) Section 20 (4) of the Coroners Act 1951 (as substi
tuted by section 3 of the Coroners Amendment 
Act 1959): 

(b) Section 3 of the Coroners Amendment Act 1959. 

This Act is administered in the Department of Justice. 


