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1908, No. 213. 
AN AOT to amend the Coroners Act, 1908. 

[15th SepterfJ:he1', 1908. 
BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand 
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows:-

1. 'rhis Act may be cited as the Coroners Amendment Act, 1908, 
and shall be read together with and deemed part of the Coroners 
Act, 1908 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act). 

2. (1.) Notwithstanding anything in the principal Act, it shall 
not be .necessary for any Coroner when holding an inquest to have 
the same taken by jurors, unless the Attorney-General directs in any 
specified case that an inquest shall be so taken. 

(2.) In the absence of any such direction by the Attorney
General, a Coroner may at any inquest have the same taken either 
by himself or by jurors, as he thinks fit in the particular case. 

3. The power conferred by section two hereof on a Coroner 
shall not be exercisable by a Deputy Coroner ora Justice of the 
Peace acting as a Coroner. 

4. vVhere in accordance with this Act an inquest is taken by a 
Ooroner without jurors, the proceedings there at shall in all respects 
be taken as nearly as practicable as if the inquest were taken by 
jurors, and the finding of the Coroner shall for all purposes have the 
like effect as the finding of a jury; and all references in the principal 
Act or in any other Act to the verdict or finding of a Coroner's jury 
shall be deemed to apply also to the finding of a Coroner under this 
Act, and a Coroner shall have the like powers in respect of any such 
fi~ding by himself as Coroners now have in respect of the finding of 
a Jury. 
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5. (1.) In any inquest touching the manner of the death of any ~ot nece~sary for. 
person it shall not be necessary for any juror to view the body of Jury to view body. 

that person. 
(2.) In any inquest touching the manner of the death of any 

person it shall not be necessary for the Ooroner to view the body of 
that person in any case where it appears, on the certificate of some 
duly qualified medical practitioner, that the deceased died of any 
infectious disease. 

(3.) Nothing in this section shall affect the powers of a Coroner 
with respect to the body of any person in respect of whose death an 
inquest is held or intended to be held. 

(4.) Section eighteen of the principal Act is hereby repealed. Repeal. 

6. When an inquest is held or proposed to be held without a Fo~ms may be 

jury or without a view of the body of any person deceased, the forms vBmd. 

contained in the Third Schedule to the principal Act and in the 
Second Schedule to the Births and Deaths Registration Act; 1908, 
may be varied so as to conform to the facts of the case. 

7. (1.) At any inquest any person who, in the opinion ,of the ~e~son interested 

C h ffi · t' t t' th b' t It f th In Inquest may oroner, as a su Clen In eres ln e su ~ec or resu 0 . e attend and examine 
inquest may attend personally or by counsel, and may examine and witnesses. 

cross-examine witnesses; provided that such examination and cross-
examination is relevant to the subject of the inquest and is con-
ducted aooording to the law and praotice of Coroners' inquests. 

(2.) When any inquest is held touohing the manner of the death 
of any person who was at the date of his death a member of any 
indnstrial union registered under the Inau'strial Conciliation and 
Arbitration ~ctJ 1908, a representatiye of that industrial union shall 
be deemed to have a sufficient interest in the result of the: inquest 
within the meaning of this seotion. 

S. When any person other than a medical praotitioner has at- P~yment of 
tended as a witness at any inquest in pursuance of a summons in witnesses. 

that behalf, or ,has given evidence at any inquest, whether in pursu-
ance of a summons or not, the Coroner may, if he. thinks fit, order 
any sum to be paid to that witness on account of his expenses in 
attending at that inquest not exoeeding the sum presoribed by 
regulations, or if no sum is so presoribed, then not exceeding the 
sum of ten shillings for every day on which he has so attended, 
together with any travelling-expenses actually incurred by him in 
respect of his attendance. 

9. Section twenty-eight of the principal Act is hereby amended Seotion 28 of 
by inserting after the word " fees " the words" and other sums " pr~lloipal Act 
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