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1925, No. 49.
AN ACT to amend the Counties Act, 1920.

[1st October, 1925.
BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:1. This Act may be cited as the Counties Amendment Act, 1925,
and shall be read together with and deemed part of the Counties Act,
1920 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act).
2. (1.) The Governor-General may, by Proclamation, declare
any two or more counties to be united, and to form one county
under such name as he thinks fit, in either of the cases following,
but not in any other case:(a.) If the Council of each of the counties proposed to be united
has passed a special order recommending that the counties
should be united so as to form one county:
(b.) If a Commission appointed under the next succeeding section
has recommended that those counties be united so as to
form one county.
(2.) Every Proclamation made under the authority of this section
shall fully describe the boundaries of the united county and of
any other county the description of the boundaries of which is
affected thereby, and the boundaries so defined shall as from the
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taking-effect of the Proclamation be the boundaries of the said
counties respectively.
3. (1.) If the Council of any county passes a resolution recommending the union of that county with one or more other counties,
and the Council of any other such county does not within three
months thereafter pass a resolution recommending the union of the
same counties, any Council that has passed such resolution may
present to the Governor-General a petition, under seal, praying for
the union of the said counties.
(2.) Upon receipt of such petition the Governor-General may
direct a Commission, consisting of a Commissioner of Crown Lands,
a District Valuer under the Valuation of Land Act, 1908, and one
other fit person, to inquire and report to him whether effect should
be given to the recommendation of the petitioning Council.
(3.) rrhe said Commission shall have all the powers of a
Commission under the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 190t).
4. (1.) Section ten of the principal Act is hereby amencleil bv
repealing subsection one.
(2.) The said section is hereby further amended by omitting
from subsection two the words" Upon the constitution of such
united county," and substituting the words" Upon the constitution
by the Governor-General of a county formed by the union of two or
more counties."
5. Section fourteen of the principal Act is hereby amended as
follows:(a.) By inserting, after the words "two or more contiguous
counties" in subsection one, the words "in which this
Act is in force"; and by adding to the same subsection
the words " under this section" :
(b.). By omitting from subsection two the words :, Where this
Act is in force in anyone or more of the counties the
boundaries whereof are proposed to be altered."
6. (1.) The boundaries of two contiguous counties in one of
which the principal Act is not in force may from time to time be
altered by the Governor-General by Proclamation under this section,
but not otherwise.
(2.) Where it is proposed that any area situated in a county in
which the principal Act is not in force shall be included within the
boundaries of an adjoining county in which that Act is in force,
the Council of the last-mentioned county, on petition signed by
not less than two-thirds of the persons whose names appear in the
occupiers' column of the valuation roll under the Valuation of Land
Act, 1908, in respect of property situated within the area proposed
to be so included in that county, may pass a resolution recommending that the area be so included, and thereupon the Governor-General
may issue a Proclamation accordingly.
(3.) Where it is proposed that any area situated in a county in
which the principal Act is in force shall be included within the
boundaries of an adjoining county in which the principal Act is not
in force, the Council of the first-mentioned county, on petition signed
by not less than two-thirds of the ratepayers in respect of property
situated within the area proposed to be excluded from that county,
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may pass a resolution recommending that the a·rea be so excluded,
and thereupon the Governor-General may issue a Proclamation
accordingl y.
(4.) If within three months after the presentation of any petition under this section the Council to whom the petition has been
presented has not passed a resolution recommending the alteration
of boundaries prayed for in the petition, the Governor-General, on
being satisfied that a petition in accordance with this section has
been duly presented, may appoint a Commission to inquire and
report to him as to the proposed alteration of boundaries. The provisions of subsections four and five of section fourteen of the
principal Act shall, so far as applicable, apply with respect to such
Commission as if it were appointed under that section.
(5.) On receipt of the report of the Commission the GovernorGeneral may, by Proclamation, alter the boundaries of the counties
affected in such manner as he may deem to Le in accordance with
the report of the Oommission.
(6.) The provisions of subsection seven of section fourteen of
the principal Act sha.ll apply with respect to every Proclamation
issued under this section.
7. (1.) The Council may, pursuant to a resolution in that behalf, Council may
establish an Imprest Account, which shall, as the Council may deter- iuthor::~an t
mine, be kept in the Post Office Savings -bank or in any other bank mpre ccoun •
within the meaning of the Banking Act, 1908.
(2.) The Imprest Account may be held jointly in the names of and
be operated on by the Treasurer and one other person to be appointed
in that behalf by the Council, or may, with the express approval in
writing of the Audit Office, but not otherwise, be in the sole name of
and be operated on by the Treasurer or other approved officer of the
Council. Where the Imprest Account is held jointly in the names of the
Treasurer and of one other person as aforesaid, such last-mentioned
person shall be either a responsible officer of the Council or a member
of the Council.
(3.) The Council shall from time to time, by resolution, fix the
maximum amount that may be held at any time in the Imprest
Account, not exceeding seventy-five pounds in any case where the
Imprest Account may be operated on by one person acting alone.
(4.) Moneys in the Imprest Account shall be available only
for the payment of casual wages and of emergency expenditure.
A statement of all payments made from the Imprest Account RhaH be
submitted to the Council for approval at its first ordinary meeting
thereafter. The payment of moneys out of the Imprest Account
for any purpose not hereby authorized shall be deemed to be the
misappropriation of the funds of the Council.
(5.) The provisions of section one hundred and eighteen of the
principal Act shall be read subject to the provisions of this section.
S. Section ninety-nine of the principal Act is hereby amended by Se?tion 99 of
repealing paragraph (d) of subsection one thereof.
pnnc1~ Act
9. The provisions of the Local Bodies' Finance Act, 1921-22, in so amen •
far as they relate to separate accounts shall have no application with :::~~:e
respect to the separate accounts required by section one hundred and of Local Bodies'
. . I Act to b e kept for each'din
Finance
Act
thirty-one 0 f the prmClpa
r1 gof a county.
applicable
tonot
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10. (1.) Section twenty-one of the Appropriation Act, 1923, is hereby
amended by repealing subsection three.
(2.) The repeal of the said subsection shall not affect the provisions
of paragraph (d) of subsection one of section one hundred and thirty-one
of the principal Act as thereby amended.
Counoil
11. (1.) Section two hundred and three of the principal Act is
em powered to
hereby
amended by inserting, after the words" appropriated by it for
purchase or
lease existing
the purpose" in subsection one, the words "or may with the like
eattle-di ps.
consent purchase or lease any existing cattle-dip."
(2.) For the purpose of purchasing any such cattle-dip the Council
may, by special order, raise a special loan under the Local Bodies' Loans
Act, 1913, without taking the steps prescribed by sections eight to
twelve of that Act.
Cost of wire netting
12. (1.) Where, pursuant to section two hundred and three of
providbed by CODndcil the principal Act, any Council hereafter agrees to sell any rabbit-proof
may e recovere a B .
.
.
.
WIre nettmg to the owner or occupIer of any land for use m respect of
a rate.
Cl· 1920, No. 48,
that land, on terms requiring payment by instalments of the price of
sec. 283.
such wire netting, either with or without the payment of interest,
the following provisions shall apply:(a.) The agreement between the Council and such owner or
occupier shall define the land in respect of which the
wire netting is to be supplied.
(b.) The amount of each such instalment shall be a charge upon
the land defined in the agreement, and may be recovered
as rates are recoverable under the Rating Act, 1908, and
the provisions of that Act as to recovery of rates shall
apply accordingly.
(c.) A separate book shall be kept by the Collector of Rates to
the Council in which particulars of such instalments
(distinguishing capital from interest) of the debt in
respect whereof they are payable, of the dates for
payment thereof, and of the names of persons paying
the same shall be entered; and snch book shall be prima
facie evidence of the correctness of its contents.
(2.) Capital moneys received under this section or otherwise in
respect of the price of wire netting supplied by the Council as aforesaid may be used for the purchase by the Council of further supplies
of wire netting, and subject thereto all such capital moneys shall be
applied in or towards the repayment of any special loan raised pursuant to section two hundred and three of the principal Act, either
by payment into the sinking fund (if any) or in such other manner as
the Council, with the sanction of the Audit Office, determines.
(3.) Interest received by the Council under this section in respect
of any unpaid purchase-money shall be applied, so far as may be
necessary, in or towards the payment of interest or other charges in
respect of any special loan raised as aforesaid.
Extension of powers
13. For the purposes of .th.e principal Act ~nd of any by-l.aws
as to licensing
thereunder, every vehICle that IS m fact used for hIre for the carnage
~::cles plying for of passengers or goods within the county shall while so used be
deemed to be a vehicle plying for hire within the county.
Repeal of spent
provision of
Appropria.tion
Act,1923.

