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1953, No. 105 
AN ACT to amend the Coal Mines Act 1925. Title. 

[26 November 1953 

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New 
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows: 
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1. This Act may be cited as the Coal Mines Amend
ment Act 1953, and shall b.e read together with and 
deemed part of the Coal Mines Act 1925 (hereinafter 
referred to as the principal Act). 

PART I 

MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS 

2. (1) Subsection two of section four of the principal 
Act is hereby amended by repealing paragraphs (j) 
and (k), and sUbstituting the following paragraphs: 

"(j) Every grant of a coal mining right over land 
in a scenic reserve under the Scenery 
Preservation Act 1908 shall be made subject 
to the consent of the Minister charged with 
the administration of that Act, who may 
refuse his consent or grant it unconditionally 
or on such conditions as he thinks fit to 
impose." 

" (k) Every grant of a coal mining right over any 
State forest land shall be made subject to the 
consent of the Minister of Forests, who may 
refuse his consent or grant it unconditionally 
or on such conditions as he thinks fit to 
impose." 

(2) Section thirty-five of the Forests Act 1949 is 
hereby amended by repealing subsection one. 

3. Notwithstanding the repeal of section fifteen of 
the principal Act by section thirty-one of the Coal Act 
1948, the Warden or the Commissioner, as the case may 
be, may from time to time grant to the lessee of any 
coal mining lease in existence on the first day of April, 
nineteen hundred and forty-nine (being the date of the 
commencement of Part II of the Coal Act 1948), a 
new lease of the land comprised in the lease in all 
respects as if the said section fifteen had not been 
repealed. 

4. Section twenty-two of the principal Act is hereby 
amended by repealing subsection two, and substituting 
the following subsection: 

"(2) Notice of every application, containing-
" (a) The full name, address, and occupation of the 

applicant; 
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" (b) The area and description of the land to which 
the application relates; and 

"(c) The place where the application may be 
inspected and the time and place appointed 
for the hearing of the application,-

shall also be advertised twice before the hearing of the 
application, with an interval between each advertisement 
of at least one week, in some newspaper circulating in 
the district in which the land to which the application 
relates is situated." 
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5. Section twenty-four of the principal Act is Application 

hereby amended by adding the following subsection as !~~!~~:er 's 
subsection two thereof. grant of right 

"(2) The Warden or Commissioner shall make his to be forwarded by Warden. 
decision in respect of the application for the grant of 
any coal mining right, and, if he decides to make the 
grant, shall forthwith communicate his decision to the 
Under-Secretary of Mines." 

6. The principal Act is hereby amended by repealing Inspeetors of 
section thirty-eight, and SUbstituting the following Mines tOfhave 

t
. powers 0 

sec IOn: Inspectors of 
" 38. Every Inspector of coal mines shall have all Machinery. and 

• Surveyors ID 
the powers of an Inspector under the Machinery Act 1950 respect of 
with respect to any machinery to which that Act applies !l'-aeI:inery 

in a coal mine and all the powers of an Engineer Sur- ~:t: 52 

veyor under the Boilers, Lifts, and Cranes Act 1950 1950' No: 53 
with respect to any machinery (other than steam engines ' 
and boilers) to which that Act applies in a coal mine: 

" Provided that nothing in this Act shall be deemed 
to abridge or annul any of the provisions of the 
Machinery Act 1950, or the Boilers, Lifts, and Cranes 
Act 1950, or to affect the duties of any Inspectors or 
Engineer Surveyors appointed under either of those 
Acts in relation to the inspection in mines of boilers and 
machinery to which either of those Acts apply." 

7. Subsection one of section forty-three of the Inspeetor of 
principal Act is hereby amended by repealing paragraph ~aehin~r~ ~ 
(d), and substituting the following paragraph: t~~~~do: 

"(d) An Inspector of Machinery appointed under Examiners. 

the Machinery Act 1950, and an Engineer 
Surveyor appointed under the Boilers, Lifts, 
and Cranes Act 1950, who shall from time 
to time be appointed by the Governor
General:". 
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8. Section one hundred and twenty-one of the 
principal Act is hereby amended by repealing subsection 
seven, and substituting the following subsection: 

"(7) All haulage plants, whether worked by gravity 
or mechanical power, and all jigs, shall be fitted with 
adequate signalling appliances: 

" Provided that a face jig need not be fitted with 
signalling appliances unless the Inspector so directs." 

9. The principal Act is hereby amended by inserting, 
after section one hundred and seventy, the following new 
section: 

"170A. (1) The Governor-General, on the joint 
recommendation of the Minister of Mines and the 
Minister of Forests, may from time to time, by notice in 
the Gazette, set apart for the purposes of this Part of 
this Act any State forest land within the meaning of 
the Forests Act 1949 which in his opinion contains coal 
or which may be required for coal mining purposes under 
this Part of this Act. 

"(2) Except as otherwise provided by this section, 
no notice under this section shall have the effect of 
revoking or altering the setting apart of any land as 
State forest land under the Forests Act 1949, or in 
any way affect the powers of the Minister of Forests 
in respect of any land administered under section 
sixty-four of that Act: 

" Provided that no licence or lease shall be granted 
under the Forests Act 1949 in respect of any land set 
apart under this section without the prior written consent 
of the Minister of Mines and subject to such conditions 
as he thinks fit to impose. 

"(3) All land set apart under this section shall 
remain subject to any licence or lease under the Forests 
Act 1949, to any coal mining right granted under 
Part I of this Act and consented to by the Minister, 
and to any mining privilege granted under the Mining 
Act 1926, affecting the land and in existence at the date 
of the publication in the Gazette of the said notice, and 
nothing in this section shall be construed to affect the 
rights of the holder of any such licence or lease, coal 
mining right, or mining privilege, which shall continue 
to be dealt with as if this section were not in force. 
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" ( 4) All coal existing on or below the surface of. any 
land set apart under this section shall be deemed to be 
vested in Her Majesty the Queen for the purposes of this 
Part of this Act and, subject to the provisions of this 
section, shall be held and dealt with under this Part. 

" Provided that no trees on any such land shall be 
cut, felled, removed, or disposed of otherwise than in 
accordance with subsection two of this section nor shall 
any such land be used for coal mining purposes by any 
person other than the Minister of Mines without the prior 
written consent of the Minister of Forests and subject 
to such conditions as he thinks fit to impose." 

1433 

10. The principal Act is hereby amended by inserting, Moneys may be 
after section one hundred and seventy-seven, the apdvaneed to 

f 11
' • ersons 

o OWing sectIOn: employed in 

"177A. (1) Without limiting the powers conferred ~th;.:%~ 
by this Part of this Act, it is hereby declared that the sro~on of 
Minister may, on behalf of Her Majesty, from time to we gs. 

time, for the purpose of providing residential accommo-
dation for persons employed in State coal mines, advance 
money to any such person for all or any of the following 
purposes: 

" (a) The purchase or other acquisition of any 
estate or interest in land and the erection 
of a dwelling thereon: 

"(b) The purchase or other acquisition of any estate 
or interest in land with a dwelling erected 
thereon: 

" (c) The erection of a dwelling on land owned by the 
employee: 

"(d) The alteration, repair, rebuilding, subdivision, 
or improvement of any such dwelling. 

"(2) The repayment of any advance made by the 
Minister under the authority of this section shall be 
secured by way of mortgage of the land concerned and 
in such other manner, if any, as the Minister thinks fit. 

" (3) Any such mortgage or other security may be sub
ject to such terms and conditions as the Minister thinks 
fit and may be varied or discharged by the Minister." 

11. (1) Section one hundred and ninety-nine of the Aetionsfor 
principal Act is hereby amended by adding the following dbamagesffor 

b 
. reaeho 

su sectIOn: statutory duty. 
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" (5) The owner of a mine shall not be liable to any 
action for damages as for breach of statutory duty in 
respect of any contravention of, or non-compliance with, 
any of the provisions of this Act if it is shown that it 
was not reasonably practicable to avoid or prevent 
the breach." 

(2) Section one hundred and twenty-six of the 
principal Act is hereby amended by omitting from 
paragraphs (a), (b), and (0), the words" as far as 
practicable ", where they occur in those paragraphs. 

12. Section twenty-seven of the Coal Mines Amend
ment Act 1937 is hereby amended by omitting from 
subsection one the words" for three days or upwards ". 

13. Section six of the Statutes Amendment Act 1940, 
as amended by section fifteen of the Coal Mines Amend
ment Act 1941, and the said section fifteen, are hereby 
repealed. 

PART II 

COAL MINING DISTRICTS WELFARE AND RESEARCH FUND 

14. This Part of this Act shall come into force on 
the first day of January, nineteen hundred and fifty-four. 

15. In this Part of' this Act, unless the context 
otherwise requires,-

" Committee " means a Coal Miners' Relief Local 
Committee established by this Part of this Act: 

" Council" means the Coal Mining Districts 
Welfare and Research Council established by 
this Part of this Act: 

" Fund " means the Coal Mining Districts Welfare 
and Research Fund established by this Part 
of this Act. 

16. (1) There is hereby established a Council to be 
known as the Coal Mining Districts Welfare and 
Research Council, which shall consist of-

(a) The Minister, who shall be the Chairman of 
the Council: 

(b) The Under-Secretary of Mines, who shall be 
the Deputy Chairman of the Council : 

(0) The Secretary to the Treasury, or any person 
appointed by him to represent him: 

(d) The Public Trustee, or any. person appointed 
by him to represent him: 
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(e) A person appointed by the Minister as being 
conversant with matters affecting private 
o~ers of coal mines: 

(f) A person appointed by the Minister as being 
conversant with matters affecting workers in 
coal mines. 

(2) Any person appointed to the Coal Mining 
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Districts Amenities Council under subsection five of 1950, No. 3i 

section sixteen of the Coal Mines Amendment Act 
1950, and holding office on the date of the commence-
ment of this Act, shall, on that date, be deemed to be 
appointed to the Council under this section. 

(3) All appointed members of the Council or 
representatives on the Council shall hold office during 
the pleasure of the persons appointing them. 

(4) The Council may regulate its procedure in such 
manner as it thinks fit. 

(5) The Council is hereby declared to be a statutory 
Board within the meaning of the Fees and Travelling 1951, No. 7!} 

Allowances Act 1951. 
(6) There shall be paid out of the fund to the 

members of the Council remuneration by way of fees, 
salary, or allowances and travelling allowances and 
expenses in accordance with the Fees and Travelling 
Allowances Act 1951, and the provisions of that Act 
shall apply accordingly. 

17. (1) The functions of the Council shall be to Functions of 
consider applications for payments from the fund and Council. 

reports received by it from the Under-Secretary or any 
other person in respect of any such application and 
to carry out such other functions and duties as are 
imposed on it by this Part of this Act or by regulations. 

(2) The Council shall have all such powers, 
rights, and privileges as may reasonably be necessary 
or expedient to enable it to carry out its functions. 

18. (1) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary Coal Mining 
in any coal mining lease or in any agreement or else- Disiiicts d 

where, the o~er of every coal mine, whether situated ~~e::C~a:Und. 
on private land or on Cro~ lands, including every 
State coal mine worked under Part III of the principal 
Act, shall pay in manner hereinafter set out a sum 
equivalent to sixpence a ton or part of a ton on all 
marketable coal (other than lignite) and a sum equivalent 
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to fourpence halfpenny a ton or part of a ton on all 
marketable lignite raised from the mine, to be applied 
in accordance with this Part of this Act. 

Provided that where a mine is situated within an 
area not for the time being defined under subsection 
four of section twenty-two of this Act in respect of a 
rescue station, the sum payable under this subsection 
in respect of the mine may be reduced by such sum, 
not exceeding the equivalent of one penny a ton on all 
marketable coal raised from the mine, as the Council 
may determine. 

(2) In the months of January, April, July, and 
October in each year, commencing 'with the month of 
April, nineteen hundred and fifty-four, every owner 
of a mine shall pay the sum due under subsection one 
of this section on all marketable coal (including lignite) 
during the preceding three months respectively ending 
on the last day of the previous months of December, 
March, June, and September to the officer in charge of 
the nearest branch office of the Public Trust Office, or, 
if that is not convenient, into the post office money 
order office which is nearest to the mine, for trans
mission to the Public Trustee, who shall credit the 
amount to an account called the Coal Mining Districts 
Welfare and Research Fund. 

(3) Any sum payable under subsection two of this 
section shall be recoverable at the suit of an Inspector 
or other person authorized by the Minister as if it 
were a debt due to the Crown, and when so recovered 
shall be paid to the credit of the fund. 

(4) Any Inspector or other person authorized by the 
Minister is hereby authorized and empowered, at any 
reasonable time, to examine from time to time the books 
of any owner of a coal mine for the purpose of ascertain
ing the quantity and description of coal raised and sold 
from the mine during any period or periods. 

(5) Every owner of a coal mine who refuses, 
obstructs, or prevents or causes the refusal, obstruction, 
or prevention of, the production of the books of the mine, 
and the free examination of those books for the aforesaid 
purposes by the Inspector or other authorized person on 
his request for any such production, commits an offence 
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and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding fifty pounds for every day during which any 
such refusal, obstruction, or prevention continues. 

(6) If any owner of a coal mine evades, or attempts 
to evade, or does any act or makes default in the 
performance of any duty with intent to evade, the 
payment of any sum due under this section, he shall 
be chargeable by way of penalty with an additional 
sum equal to twice the amount payment of which he 
evaded or attempted to evade, and that penal charge 
shall be recoverable at the suit of an Inspector or other 
person authorized by the Minister as if it were a debt 
due to the Crown, and when so recovered shall be paid 
to the credit of the fund. 

(7) All moneys standing to the credit of the Coal 
Miners' Relief Fund established by section one hundred 
and fifty-two of the principal Act, and all moneys 
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standing to the credit of the Coal Mining Districts 
Amenities Fund established by section sixteen of the 1950, No. 37 

Coal Mines Amendment Act 1950, shall, on the commence-
ment of this Part of this Act, without further authority 
than this section, be transferred to and form part of the 
Coal Mining Districts Welfare and Research Fund. 

(8) If any question arises as to whether or not 
any coal is lignite for the purposes of this Part of 
this Act, the question shall be referred to the Minister, 
whose decision shall be final. 

19. The fund shall be applied, in accordance with the Application 
provisions of this Act, for the following purposes: of fund. 

(a) The relief of persons employed or working in 
or about mines who may be injured while so 
employed or working and the relief of the 
families or dependants of persons who may 
be killed or injured while so employed or 
working: 

(b) The provision of amenities in coal mining 
districts: 

(c) The establishment and maintenance of rescue 
stations in coal mining areas: 

(d) Making provision for research into matters of 
benefit to the coal mining industry and 
generally for the promotion of greater 
efficiency in that industry. 
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20. (1) For the purpose of investigating claims in 
respect of relief, and of assisting in administering relief, 
in cases to which paragraph (a) of section nineteen of 
this Act applies, the Council may, for any mine or 
group of mines named by the Council, authorize the 
establishment of a committee of miners called the Coal 
Miners' Relief Local Committee. 

(2) The Committee shall consist of not less than 
three members, who shall be elected from time to time 
in manner prescribed by the persons employed or 
working in or about the mine or mines concerned. 

(3) Any Coal Miners' Relief Fund Local Committee 
established under section one hundred and fifty-four 
of the principal Act in existence on the commencement 
of this Part of this Act shall be deemed to be a 
Committee established under this section for the mine 
or mines concerned, and the members of any such Coal 
Miners' Relief Fund Local Committee in office on the 
commencement of this Part shall be deemed to be 
members of the appropriate Committee under this 
section. 

(4) Without limiting the generality of the provisions 
of this section relating to the application of moneys in 
the fund to the relief of persons injured or of the 
dependants of deceased or injured persons, there may 
be paid from the fund in respect of any person employed 
or working in or about a mine who dies from the effect 
of an injury by accident arising out of and in the 
course of his employment or work a lump sum not 
exceeding fifty pounds to the widow of the person and 
his children (if any) under the age of sixteen years 
at the date of his death, or, if the person is unmarried, 
to any near relatives who were wholly or partially 
dependent on him at the date of his death. The said 
sum shall be paid in such shares as the Public Trustee 
decides. 

(5) In addition to payments from the fund under 
the foregoing provisions of this section, payments may 
be made for such other purposes for the benefit of 
persons employed or working in or about mines or of 
the dependants of those persons as may be prescribed 
by regulations under the principal Act, and may also, 
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.subject to such conditions as may be so prescribed, be 
made to any medical club fund under the principal 
Act: 

Provided that no payments under the authority of 
this subsection shall be made without the consent of 
the Council first being obtained. 

(6) The Committee shall investigate claims for relief 
-or assistance and shall carry out such other duties in 
eonnection with the administration of relief as are 
prescribed by regulations under the principal Act. 

(7) Payments from the fund shall, in respect of the 
mine or mines for which a Committee has been 
€stablished, be made through the Committee, and the 
Public Trustee shall from time to time pay to the credit 
-of an account opened in the name of trustees appointed 
in that behalf in manner prescribed by regulations 
sufficient moneys for the purpose. 

(8) There may be paid to the Committee from the 
fund as a contribution towards the expense of carrying 
-out its duties such allowance, not exceeding seven and a 
half per cent of disbursements made by the Committee, 
as may be prescribed by regulations. 
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(9) Notwithstanding anything in section sixty-one of See Reprint 
the Workers' Compensation Act 1922 any money paid of Statutes, , Vol. IV, p. 635 
-out of the fund in accordance with this section in respect 
()f the death or injury of any person employed or working 
in or about a mine shall not be deducted from any com-
pensation payable under the Workers' Compensation 
Act 1922 in respect of the accident that caused the death 
()r injury. 

21. (1) Moneys in the fund shall from time to time 
be applied by the Public Trustee in accordance with 
-directions given to him by the Council under this section. 

(2) The Council may from time to time give directions 
for such payments from the fund as in the opinion of the 
Council will provide or assist in providing amenities in 
'Coal mining districts in such cases as the Council thinks 
fit after considering any applications made in that behalf 
and any reports thereon made by the Under-Secretary 
of Mines or any other person. 

Provision of 
amenities in 
coal mining 
districts. 

22. (1) The Minister, on the recommendation of the Rescue stations. 
Council, is hereby empowered, in the name and on 
behalf of Her Majesty, to establish and maintain rescue 
stations in coal mining areas, and for that purpose to 
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acquire any land or any interest in land, to erect 
buildings thereon, and to acquire any plant, machinery~ 
or other fixed or moveable appliances or works of any 
description. 

(2) The establishment of a rescue station in 
accordance with this section shall be deemed to be a 
public work within the meaning of the Public Works 
Act 1928. 

(3) All costs and expenses incurred in the establish
ment or maintenance of rescue stations in accordance 
with this section and in the equipment and maintenance 
of rescue brigades shall be paid by the Public Trustee 
out of the fund in accordance with the directions of the 
Council. 

(4) Every rescue station established in accordance 
with this section shall be established in respect of an 
area to be defined by the Minister by notice published 
in the Gazette. The boundaries of any such area may 
be from time to time in like manner amended. 

(5) Every rescue station established under section 
six of the Coal Mines Amendment Act 1936 in existence 
on the commencement of this Part of this Act, and every 
area defined under that section in respect of any such 
rescue station, shall be deemed to be established and 
defined under this section. 

(6) Regulations may be made under the principal 
Act for the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of 
this Bection. 

23. (1) Moneys in the fund may from time to time 
be applied by the Public Trustee in accordance with 
directions in that behalf by the Council for the purpose 
of assisting in research in respect of matters connected 
with the coal mining industry and generally for the 
purpose of encouraging the adoption of measures and 
practices designed to promote greater efficiency in that 
industry and to further the interests and welfare of 
persons engaged therein. 

(2) Without limiting the generality of the provisions 
of subsection one of this section, it is hereby declared 
that moneys may from time to time be expended there
under for the purposes of-
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(a) Financing the cost of research or experimental 
work in relation to the search for or winning 
of coal, the utilization of coal, or safety 
measures to be adopted in coal mining 
operations: 

(b) Advertising or giving publicity to the merits of 
coal with a view to promoting the use thereof: 

(c) Providing retiring allowances for persons 
employed in the coal mining industry. 

24. (1) The fund shall be managed and administered 
by the Public Trustee in accordance with this Part of this 
Act and with regulations under the principal Act or, in 
default of any such regulations or in so far as they do not 
extend, in accordance with the directions of the Council. 

(2) There shall be .paid to the Public Trustee in 
respect of his functions and duties under this Part of 
this Act such remuneration as may from time to time be 
prescribed by regulations under the principal Act or, in 
default of any such regulations, as may from time to 
time be approved by the Minister. 

25. This Part of this Act shall apply to opencast 
coal quarries. 
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26. (1) The enactments specified in the Schedule to AmendJ;nents 
this Act are hereby amended in the manner indicated in and sa~ngs. 
that Schedule. 

(2) Without limiting the provisions of the Acts See Reprint 
Interpretation Act 1924, it is hereby declared that the ?Jo~t~t.;s, 
repeal of any provision by this section shall not affect p.568 ' 
any document made or any thing whatsoever done under 
the provision so repealed or under any corresponding 
former provision, and every such document or thing, so 
far as it is subsisting or in force at the time of the repeal 
and could have been made or done under this Part of this 
Act, shall continue and have effect as if it had been made 
or done under the corresponding provision of this Part 
and as if that provision had been in force when the 
document was made or the thing was done. 

t.l7. The provisions of this Part of this Act shall, as Provisions of 
far as applicable, apply to any coal mine worked under this rar ~~ t 
Part HI of the principal Act. e~~l J:.~es. a e 
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Schedule. 

Section 26 (1) 

Title of Act 

1925, No. 39-
The Coal Mines Aet 

1925 
(Reprint of Statutes, 

Vol. V, p. 843) 

1930, No. 40-
The Finanee Act 1930 

(No. 2) 
1936, No. 51-

The Coal Mines Amend
ment Aet 1936 

1941, No. 15-
The Coal Mines Amend

ment Act 1941 
1947, No. 42-

The Coal Mines Amend
ment Act 1947 

1950, No. 37-
The Coal Mines Amend

ment Aet 1950 
1951, No. 78-

The Finance Act 1951 

1951, No 79-
The Fees and Travelling 

Allowances Act 1951 

1951, No. 83-
The Quarries Amend

ment Act 1951 

Coal Mines Amendment [1953 

SCHEDULE 
ENACTMENTS AMENDED 

I Number of 
Sections Affected 

Section 76 (2) 

Sections 152 
to 155 

Section 36 

Section 6 

Section 14 ... 

Section 4 

Section 16 

Sections 32 
and 33 

First Schedule 

Second Sched
ule 

Schedule 

Nature of Amendment 

By omitting the words "the Coal Miners' Relief 
Fund to which payments are required to be 
made by the owner of the coal mine in terms 
of section one hundred and fifty-two hereof", 
and substituting the words "the Coal Mining 
Districts Welfare and Research Fund". 

By repealing these sections. 

By repealing this section. 

By repealing this section. 

By repealing this section. 

By repealing this section. 

By repealing this section. 

By repealing these sections. 

By repealing so much of this Schedule as relates 
to the Coal Mining Districts Amenities Council. 

By repealing so much of this Schedule as relates 
to the Coal Mines Amendment Act 1950. 

By repealing so much of the Schedule as relates 
to sections 152 to 155 of the Coal Mines Act 
1925, section 6 of the Coal Mines Amendment 
Act 1936, or section 16 of the Coal Mines 
Amendment Act 1950: 

By adding to the Schedule the words "1953, 
No. 105, The Coa·l Mines Amendment Act 1953 
-Part H. Provision for Coal Mining Districts 
Welfare and Research Fund". 


