
1982, No. 5 District Courts Amendment 17 

ANALYSIS 

Title 
I. Short Title 
2. In terpreta tion 
3. District Court at Henderson 
4. Children and Young Persons Court at 

Henderson 
5. Small Claims Tribunal at Henderson 

6. Small Claims Tribunals at Gisborne and 
Invercargill 

7. Matters called before District Court at 
Henderson on certain dates deemed to 
be duly adjourned 

8. Crimimal Justice Act 1954 affected 
Schedule 

1982, No. 5 

An Act to validate the exercise of civil jurisdiction and 
criminal jurisdiction at Henderson, and the exercise 
of jurisdiction by Small Claims Tribunals at Gisborne, 
Henderson, and Invercargill [4 August 1982 

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand 
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows: 

1. Short Title-This Act may be cited as the District 
Courts Amendment Act 1982, and shall be read together with 
and deemed part of the District Courts Act 1947 (hereinafter 
referred to as the principal Act). 

2. Interpretation-In this Act the term "Court" includes 
a Children and Young Persons Court, a District Court, 
a Family Court, the High Court, and the Court of Appeal. 

3. District Court at Henderson-( 1) The Borough of 
Henderson shall be deemed to have been appointed by the 
Governor-General pursuant to subsections (1) and (2) of 
section 4 of the principal Act as a borough in which a District 
Court may be held for the exercise of civil jurisdiction and 
criminal jurisdiction on and after the 23rd day of May 1977. 
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(2) Nothing done in any Court at any time after the 22nd 
day of May 1977 and before the passing of this Act shall be 
held a nullity or otherwise invalid merely because, at the time 
it was done, the Borough of Henderson had not been 
appointed by the Governor-General under subsection (1) or 
subsection (2) of section 4 of the principal Act as a borough in 
which a District Court may be held for the exercise of civil 
jurisdiction or criminal jurisdiction. 

4. Children and Young Persons Court at Henderson
( 1) The Governor-General shall be deemed to ha ve 
established pursuant to section 20 of the Children and Young 
Persons Act 1974 a Children and Young Persons Court at 
Henderson on the 23rd day of May 1977. 

(2) Nothing done in any Court at any time after the 22nd 
day of May 1977 and before the passing of this Act shall be 
held a nullity or otherwise invalid merely because, at the time 
it was done, a Children and Young Persons Court had not 
been duly established at Henderson. 

5. Small Claims Tribunal at Henderson-( 1) The 
establishment by the Minister of Justice pursuant to section 
4 (1) of the Small Claims Tribunals Act 1976 by notice in the 
Gazette published on the 9th day of April 1981 of a tribunal to 
exercise the jurisdiction in respect of small claims created by 
that Act at Henderson is hereby declared to have been valid. 

(2) Nothing done by any person in the Small Claims 
Tribunal at Henderson, or by any Disputes Tribunal 
constituted under section 97 of the Motor Vehicle Dealers Act 
1975, or by any Court, at any time after the 8th day of April 
1981 and before the passing of this Act shall be held a n ulli ty 
or otherwise invalid merely because, in the said notice by 
which it was established, the Tribunal was declared to be a 
division of the District Court at Henderson. 

6. Small Claims Tribunals at Gisborne and Inver
cargill-( 1) There shall be deemed to have been established 
by the Minister of Justice pursuant to section 4 (1) of the 
Small Claims Tribunals Act 1976 tribunals to exercise the 
jurisdiction in respect of small claims created by that Act, and 
to be divisions of the respective District Courts, at Gisborne 
and Invercargill on and after the operative date. 

(2) The persons named in the first column of the Schedule 
to this Act shall be deemed to have been appointed by the 
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Governor-General pursuant to section 7 of the Small Claims 
Tribunals Act 1976 to be Referees for the purposes of that Act 
on and after the operative date. 

(3) Nothing done by any person in purported exercise of 
any jurisdiction in respect of small claims created by the 
Small Claims Tribunals Act 1976, or by any Disputes 
Tribunal constituted under section 97 of the Motor Vehicle 
Dealers Act 1975, or in any Court, at any time after the 
operative date and before the passing of this Act shall be held 
a nullity or otherwise invalid merely because, at the time it 
was done, a tribunal had not been established by the Minister 
pursuant to section 4 (1) of that Act for the exercise of that 
jurisdiction at Gisborne or, as the case may require, 
Invercargill, or any person named in the Schedule to this Act 
had not been validly appointed as a Referee for the purposes 
of that Act. 

( 4) In this section the term "operative date" means
(a) In the case of Gisborne, the 8th day of February 1980: 
(b) In the case of Invercargill, the 4th day of March 1980. 

7. Matters called before District Court at Henderson 
on certain dates deemed to be duly adjourned-Every 
matter that was called before a District Court Judge at 
Henderson-

(a) On the 2nd day of August 1982 shall be deemed to have 
been duly adjourned to the 16th day of August 1982: 

(b) On the 3rd day of August 1982 shall be deemed to have 
been duly adjourned to the 20th day of August 1982. 

8. Criminal Justice Act 1954 affected-The provisions 
of this Act shall have effect in all cases notwithstanding 
anything in section 43B of the Criminal Justice Act 1954. 

SCHEDULE Section 6 (2) 

PERSONS DEEMED TO HAVE BEEN ApPOINTED AS REFEREES UNDER THE 

SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNALS ACT 1976 
Mr Gerald Pembroke Sheppard, of Gisborne. 
Mr Ian Douglas Fleming, of Invercargill. 

This Act is administered in the Department of Justice. 


