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1987, No. 111 
An Act to amend the Electricity Act 1968 

[1 July 1987 
BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of New Zealand as follows: 

1. Short Tide and commencement-( 1) This Act may be 
cited as the Electricity Amendment Act 1987, and shall be read 
together with and deemed part of the Electricity Act 1968 
(hereinafter referred to as the principal Act). 

(2) This Act shall come into force on the 1st day of January 
1988. 

2. Interpretation-( 1) Section 2 of the principal Act is 
hereby amended by omitting from the definition of the tenn 
"authorised officer" the words "and, in relation to any other 
electricity agreement under which the Electrical Supply 
Authority is the Crown, means the Secretary". 

(2) Section 2 of the principal Act is hereby further amended 
by inserting, in its appropriate alphabetical order, the following 
definition: 

" 'Corporation' means the Electricity Corporation of New 
Zealand Limited, a company incorporated under the 
Companies Act 1955 pursuant to the State·Owned 
Enterprises Act 1986:". 
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(3) Section 2 of the principal Act is hereby further amended 
by repealing the definition of the tenn "Electrical Supply 
Authority", and substituting the following definitions: 

"'Electricity operator' means the Corporation or any 
person, or person of a class, declared by the 
Governor-General by Order in Council to be an 
electricity operator or class of electricity operators for 
the purposes of this Act: 

" 'Electrical Supply Authority' means any person or body 
licensed under Part III of this Act, or otherwise 
authorised to supply electricity, and, in respect of any 
supply of electricity to the public undertaken by the 
Corporation, includes the Corporation:". 

(4) Section 2 of the principal Act is hereby further amended 
by adding to the definition of the tenn 'works" the words 
"and, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, includes 
electric lines, tunnels, aqueducts, and flumes:". 

S. Repeal of certain provisions of principal Act
(1) The principal Act is hereby amended by repealing the 
following provisions: 

(a) Section 6 (as substituted by section 17 (1) of the Ministry 
of Energy Act 1977): 

(b) Section 7 (as amended by section 3 of the Electricity 
Amendment Act 1976 and section 17 (2) of the 
Ministry of Energy Act 1977): 

(c) Subsections (1) to (3) of section 7 A (as inserted by section 4 
of the Electricity Amendment Act 1976 and amended 
by section 17 (2) of the Ministry of Energy Act 1977 
and section 3 (1) of the Electricity Amendment Act 
1983): 

(d) Section 9 (as substituted by section 17 (2) of the Ministry 
of Energy Act 1977): 

(e) Section 11 (as amended by section 17 (2) of the Ministry of 
Energy Act 1977): 

(f) Sections 12 and 13: 
(g) Section 14 (as amended by section 2 of the Electricity 

Amendment Act 1975): 
(h) Sections 17 and 18: 
(i) Section 19A (as inserted by section 7 (1) of the Electricity 

Amendment Act 1976): 
m Section 21: 
(k) Section 25 (as amended by section 2 of the Electricity 

Amendment Act (No. 2) 1976): 
(1) Section 26: 
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(m) Part V: 
(n) Section 37 (lA) (as inserted by section 3 of the Electricity 

Amendment Act 1980): 
(0) Section 52A (as inserted by section 3 of the Electricity 

Amendment Act 1975): 
(p) Section 53 (2A) (as inserted by section 5 of the Electricity 

Amendment Act 1969 and amended by section 9 (2) 
of the Electricity Amendment Act 1976). 

(2) The following enactments are hereby consequentially 
repealed, namely: 

(a) The Electricity Amendment Act 1975: 
(b) Sections 3 and 7 of the Electricity Amendment Act 1976: 
(c) The Electricity Amendment Act (No. 2) 1976: 
(d) Section 1 7 (1) of the Ministry of Energy Act 197 7 and so 

much of Part 11 of the Second Schedule to that Act as 
relates to sections 7A (2),9, 11,33 (1) (a), and 34 (1) of 
the Electricity Act 1968: 

(e) Section 9 (2) of the Electricity Amendment Act 1976: 
(~Paragraphs (b) to (d) of section 124 (1) of the Public 

Finance Act 197 7: 
(g) Section 3 (1) of the Electricity Amendment Act 1983. 

4. Rigt ts of entry-( 1) The Electricity Act 1968 is hereby 
amended ')y repealing section 15 (as amended by section 6 of 
the Elect: -icity Amendment Act 1976), and substituting the 
following section: 

"15. (1) Subject to section 15A of this Act, an electricity 
operator may-

"(a) Enter upon any land for the purpose of gaining access to 
any works that are owned or operated by the 
electricity operator and that were constructed, 
erected, or laid in whole or in part on, under, or 
over that land before the 1st day of January 1988 
under the authority of the Electricity Act 1968 (or 
any Act repealed by that Act); and 

"(b) Inspect, maintain, repair, or operate any such works. 
"(2) A certificate signed by an electricity operator containing 

a statement that any specified works were constructed, erected, 
or laid in whole or in part before the 1st day of January 1988 
under the authority of the Electricity Act 1968 (or any Act 
repealed by that Act) shall be admissible in evidence in any 
proceedings and shall, in the absence of proof to the contrary, 
constitute proof of that statement." 
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(2) Section 6 of the Electricity Amendment Act 1976 IS 

hereby consequentially repealed. 

5. Conditions relating to power to enter land or 
premises-(I) Section 15A of the principal Act (as inserted by 
section 4 of the Electricity Amendment Act 1983) is hereby 
amended by omitting the words "(as defined in section 7A (2) of 
this Act)". 

(2) Section 15A of the principal Act (as so inserted) is hereby 
further amended by adding, as subsection (2), the following 
subsection: 

"(2) In this section the term 'dwellinghouse' means any 
building or part of a building occupied as a separate dwelling; 
but does not include an electrical metering box located on the 
exterior of the building or the part of the building." 

6. Payment for work carried out to avoid damage to 
any electrical supply system-Section 17 A of the principal 
Act (as inserted by section 2 of the Electricity Amendment Act 
1986) is hereby amended-

(a) By omitting the words "erected, constructed, or used 
under the authority of this Act"; and 

(b) By omitting the words ", or, where the Minister or an 
Electrical Supply Authority has carried out the work, 
shall pay to the Minister or the Electrical Supply 
Authority reasonable direct costs for the carrying out 
of such work". 

7. Removal of trees causing damage to electric lines
Section 19 (1) of the principal Act is hereby amended-

(a) By omitting the words "Secretary (in the case of a line 
erected by the Minister under this Act)", and 
substituting the words "electricity operator"; and 

(b) By omitting the words "Minister or", and substituting the 
words "electricity operator or". 

8. Cancellation or variation of licences-Section 22 (1) 
of the principal Act is hereby amended by omitting the words 
"or section 21 ". 

9. Returns relating to installation of lines-The 
principal Act is hereby amended by repealing section 24, and 
substituting the following section: 

"24. Every person who lays, constructs, puts up, or places an 
electric line (whether pursuant to a licence under sectlOn 20 of 
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this Act or otherwise) shall furnish to the Secretary in such fonn 
and at such time as the Secretary may require or as may be 
prescribed, such particulars relating to the electric line as may 
be prescribed by regulations made under this Act." 

10. Rural Electrical Reticulation Council-Section 35 (2) 
of the principal Act is hereby amended by repealing 
paragrapIis (a) and (b), and substituting the following 
paragraphs: 

"(a) A chainnan to be appointed by the Minister: 
"(b) One person to be appointed by the Minister on the 

recommendation of the Corporation:". 

11. Subsidies-Section 45 (5A) of the principal Act (as 
inserted by section 4 (2) of the Electricity Amendment Act 
1969) is hereby amended by omitting the words "the 
Minister's", and substituting the words "the Corporation's". 

12. Offences-(I) The principal Act is hereby amended by 
repealing section 54 (as amended by section 10 of the 
Electricity Amendment Act 1976), and substituting the 
following section: 

"54. Every person commits an offence and is liable on 
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding $1,000 who fails to 
comply with or acts in contravention of the provisions of 
subsection (1) of section 20 of this Act, or of any licence or 
consent issued or given under that subsection." 

(2) Section 10 of the Electricity Amendment Act 1976 is 
hereby consequentially repealed. 

18. Regulations-Section 55 (1) of the principal Act is 
hereby amended-

(a) By omitting from paragraph (a) the words "and consents" 
in both places where they occur: 

(b) By repealing paragraphs (b), (e), and (k): 
(c) By omitting from paragraph (kb) the words ", the 

preservation of the quality of electricity supplied from 
the public system, and measures for greater economy 
and efficiency in the generation, transmission, 
distribution, and application of electricity", and 
substituting the words "and the preservation of the 
quality of electricity supplied in New Zealand": 

(d) By omitting from paragraph (ke) (v) (as inserted by section 
8 (2) of the Electricity Amendment Act 1983) the 
words "or consents". 
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14. Saving of middle line Proclamations
Notwithstanding the repeal by this Act of section 14 of the 
principal Act, that section shall continue to have effect in 
respect of Proclamations made under that section before the 
1st day of January 1988 as if that section had not been 
repealed. 

This Act is administered in the Ministry of Energy. 


