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1987, No. 109 
An Act to extend certain powers in relation to electricity 

works to the Electricity Corporation of New Zealand 
Limited and other electricity operators [29 June 1987 

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of New Zealand as follows: 

1. Short Title and commencement-(I) This Act may be 
cited as the Electricity Operators Act 1987. 

(2) This Act shall come into force on the 1st day of January 
1988. 

2 .. Interpretation-In this Act, unless the context otherwise 
reqUlres,-

"Corporation" means Electricity Corporation of New 
Zealand Limited incorporated under the Companies 
Act 1955 pursuant to the State-Owned Enterprises 
Act 1986: 

"Electricity operator" means an electricity operator within 
the meaning of section 2 of the Electricity Act 1968: 

"Existing works" means-
(a) Any works within the meaning of section 2 of 

the Electricity Act 1968; or 
(b) Any telecommunications equipment and lines

that are owned by an electricity operator and were 
wholly or partly in existence, or work on 
construction, erection, or laying of which 
commenced, before the 1st day of January 1988; but 
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does not include any such works, equipment, or lines 
that after that date have been altered or added to or 
moved in such a way as to substantially alter their 
character or location, as the case may be. 

3. Powers, rights, and obligations of Corporation in 
respect of existing works-( 1) Notwithstanding the repeal of 
the following provisions of the Electricity Act 1968, those 
provisions shall continue to apply in respect of existing works as 
if t hey had not been repealed and as if every reference in those 
provisions to the Minister, or to the Minister on behalf of Her 
Majesty, were a reference to the Corporation: 

(a) Section 11 (2) (except paragraphs (~ to (1)), which relates to 
the construction and maintenance of works for the 
generation and supply of electricity: 

(b) Section 19A, which relates to aerial ropeways. 
(2) Subsections (1) to (4) of section 11 of the Geothermal 

Energy Act 1953 shall continue to apply after the 1st day of 
January 1988 in respect of existing works as if every reference 
therein to a Minister of the Crown was a reference to the 
Corporation. 

(3) After the 1st day of January 1988 the Clutha 
Development (Clyde Dam) Empowering Act 1982 shall apply as 
if every reference therein to a Minister of the Crown were a 
reference to the Corporation. 

(4) The Manapouri-Te Anau Development Act 1963 is hereby 
amended-

(a) By omitting from section 4 the word "Minister" in each 
place where it occurs, and substituting in each case 
the words "Electricity Corporation of New Zealand 
Limited": 

(b) By inserting in section 4A (1) (as inserted by section 2 (1) of 
the Manapouri-Te Anau Development Amendment 
Act 1981), after the words "Guardians of Lakes 
Manapouri and Te Anau", the words "and the 
Electricity Corporation of New Zealand Limited": 

(c) By omitting from section 5 the words "the Minister", and 
substituting the words "the Electricity Corporation of 
New Zealand Limited". 

(5) Any existing works fixed to or installed over or under any 
land that is not owned by the electricity operator which owns 
the works, shall be deemed to be lawfully fixed or installed and 
shall continue to be fixed or installed until the electricity 
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operator otherwise decides and no person other than the 
electricity operator shall have any interest in any such works by 
reason only of having an interest in the land. 

4. Applicaticn to Corporation of certain enactments
(1) Nothing in section 20 of the Electricity Act 1968 shall apply 
to the Corporation. 

(2) Section 3 of the Electrical Registration Act 1979 is hereby 
amended by inserting, after subsection ( 1 ), the following 
subsection: 

"(lA) The Electricity Corporation of New Zealand Limited 
shall until the 30th day of June 1988 be bound by this Act to 
the same extent as if it were the Crown." 

(3) Section 3 of the Electrical Registration Act 1979 is hereby 
further amended-

(a) By inserting in subsection (3), after the words "the 
Crown", the words "or the Electricity Corporation of 
New Zealand Limited"; and 

(b) By inserting in subsection (4), after the words "a 
department of State", the words "or the Electricity 
Corporation of New Zealand Limited". 

(4) The Electric Linemen Act 1959 and the Electric Linemen 
Regulations 1960 shall not apply to-

(a) Any overhead transmission line or other overhead line of 
the Corporation, not being a line forming part of a 
reticulation system for retail distribution to 
consumers; or 

(b) Electrical reticulation of the Corporation if the work is 
done by persons employed and authorised by the 
Corporation and the reticulation is not for the time 
being alive. 

(5) Section 9 of the Southland Electric Power Supply Act 1936 
is hereby amended-

(a) By omitting the words "Minister of Energy in accordance 
with the provisions of the Electricity Act 1968", and 
substituting the words "Crown or its agent": 

(b) By adding the words "For the purposes of this section any 
agent of the Crown shall have the same rights, 
powers, and obligations under sections 82, 84, 86 to 
88, and 94 of the Electric Power Boards Act 1925 as if 
it were an electric power board." 
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5. Repeal-The Lak.e Coleridge Water·power Act 1915 is 
hereby repealed. 

This Act is administered in the Department of Trade and Industry. 


