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providing for the appointment, in appeals in the Court 
of Appeal, of technical advisers [3 August 1999 

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of New Zealand as follows: 

1. Short Tide and commencement-(I) This Act may be 
cited as the Judicature (Rules Committee and Technical 
Advisers) Amendment Act 1999, and is part of the Judicature 
Act 1908 ("the principal Act"). 

(2) This Act comes into force on the day that is 28 days after 
the date on which this Act receives the Royal assent. 

2. Rules Committee-The principal Act is amended by 
repealing section 51 B, and substituting the following section: 

"51 B. (1 ) For the purposes of this Act and the District Courts 
Act 1947, there is a Rules Committee consisting of-

"(a) The Chief Justice: 
"(b) Two other Judges of the High Court appointed by the 

Chief Justice: 
"(c) The Chief District Court Judge: 
"(d) One other District Court Judge appointed by the Chief 

Justice on the recommendation of the Chief District 
Court Judge: 
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"( e) The Attorney-General: 
"(f) The Solicitor-General: 

1999, No. 88 

"(g) The chief executive of the Department for Courts: 
"(h) Two persons, who are barristers and solicitors of the 

High Court, nominated by the Council of the New 
Zealand Law Society and approved by the Chief 
Justice. 

"(2) The Chief Justice may appoint any other person to be a 
member for a special purpose. That person holds office during 
the pleasure of the Chief Justice. 

"(3) The members referred to in paragraphs (b), (d), and (h) 
of subsection (1)-

"(a) Must be appointed for terms not exceeding 3 years: 
"(b) May be reappointed: 
"(c) May resign office by notice in writing to the Chief 

Justice. 
"(4) The Rules Committee is a statutory Board within the 

meaning of the Fees and Travelling Allowances Act 1951. 
"(5) The members referred to in subsections (1) (h) and (2) 

may be paid, out of money appropriated by Parliament, 
remuneration by way of fees, salary, or allowances and 
travelling allowances and expenses in accordance with the Fees 
and Travelling Allowances Act 1951." 

3. New sections inserted-The principal Act is amended 
by inserting, after section 99A, the following sections: 

"99B. Technical advisers-(I) The Court of Appeal may 
appoint a suitably qualified person ('a technical adviser') to 
assist it by giving advice in an appeal in a civil proceeding 
involving a question arising from evidence relating to scientific, 
technical, or economic matters, or from other expert evidence, 
if the Court is of the opinion that, in considering the evidence, 
it is desirable to have expert assistance. 

"(2) The technical adviser must give the advice in such 
manner as the Court may direct during the course of the 
proceeding on any question referred to the technical adviser. 

"(3) Advice given by a technical adviser-
"(a) Is information provided to the Court; and 
"(b) May be given such weight as the Court thinks fit. 
"(4) In this section, 'civil proceeding' has the same meaning 

as in section 58B (4). 
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"99c. Appointment and other matters-{l) A technical 
adviser may be appointed by the Court of Appeal on its own 
initiative or on the application of a party to the proceeding. 

"(2) A technical adviser may be removed from office by the 
Court of Appeal for disability affecting performance of duty, 
neglect of duty, bankruptcy, or misconduct proved to the 
satisfaction of the Court. 

"(3) A technical adviser may resign office by notice in writing 
to the Court of Appeal. 

"(4) The remuneration of a technical adviser must
"(a) Be fixed by the Court of Appeal; and 
"(b) Include a daily fee for any day on which the technical 

adviser is required to assist the Court. 
"(5) Civil or criminal proceedings may not be commenced 

against a technical adviser in relation to advice given to the 
Court of Appeal in good faith under section 99B. 

"99D. Procedure and rules relating to technical 
advisers-{l) The Court of Appeal may adopt any procedures 
and practices in relation to the advice of a technical adviser as it 
considers just, but those procedures and practices are subject to 
any rules referred to in subsection (2). 

"(2) Rules may be made under section 51c relating to
"(a) The appointment of technical advisers, including 

(without limitation)-
"(i) The information to be given to the parties to 

an appeal, before a technical adviser is appointed 
for the appeal,-

"(A) About the persons who are considered 
suitable for appointment; and 

"(B) About the matters on which the assistance of 
the proposed technical adviser is to be 
sought: 

"(ii) The submissions that those parties may make 
to the Court of Appeal about the proposed 
appointment of a technical adviser and the 
assistance to be given by the technical adviser: 

"(b) The conduct of proceedings involving technical 
advisers. " 

This Act is administered in the Mirustry of Justice and the Department for Courts. 


