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1923, No. 38. 

AN ACT to amend the Justices of the Peace Act, 1908. 
[29th August, 1923. 

BE IT EN ACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand 
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows :-

1. rrhis Aet may be cited as the Justices of the Peace 
Amendment Act, H)23, and shall be read together with and 
deemed part of the Justices of the Peace Act, 1908 (hereinafter 
referred to as the principal Act). 

2. The power conferred on the Supreme Court by section three 
hundred and thirteen of the principal Act to make such order in 
relation to the subject-matter of an appeal under section three 
hundred and two of that Act as it thinks fit is hereby declared to 
include the power to confirm, reverse, or modify, within the limits 
warranted by law, the term of any sentence of imprisonment or the 
amount of any fine or other snm of money ordered to be paid. 
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3. Electricity is hereby declared to be a thing capable of being 
stolen within the meaning of the principal Act and of the Crimes 
Act, 1908, and any person who maliciously or fraudulently abstracts, 
causes to be wasted or diverted, consumes, or uses any electricity 
shall be guilty of theft and punishable accordingly. 
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Stealing electrioity. 
Cl. 46 & 46, Vict •• 
c. 66, sec. 23. 

4. Section nineteen of the principal Act is hereby amended by Seotion 19 of 

adding the following words: "No fee shall be payable in respect of p( rin] °ti.pa] tAot 

h . ~ t' " re a mg 0 any suc Inlorma IOn. informations for 
5. rrhe power conferred on Justices by section eighty-four of assau]t~ amended. 

the principal Act to order certain payments to be made by parties in ExtenSIOn of powe~ 
. . to order payment III 

respect of the expenses and loss of tIme of witnesses summ()ned to respeot of expenses 

give evidence at the hearing of an information is hereby extended to of witnesses. 

empower such Justices to make a like order in respect of witnesses 
required to give evidence at such hearing but not summoned so to do. 

6. Section ninety-four of the principal Act is hereby amended Provisions as to 
by adding as subsection two thereof the following words :- servioe of notice of 
., . . order for payment of 

"(2.) Where It appears to any MagIstrate that any person IS oosts. 

evading service of any notice, service of such notice may be effected 
either personally or by leaving it for such party at his usual or last 
known place of abode with some inmate of the house appearing to 
be above the age of fourteen years." 

7. Where any warrant of commitment has been issued by a Warrant of 

Justice for the apprehension of any person and for his conveyance to °bommlteitmde~t may t 

d d ., . d . h M' e a rc In respec an etentlOn m a prIson name m suc warrant, any ag1strate of prison named 

may, if it appears to him to be more convenient that such person therein. 

should be conveyed to and detained in a prison other than that 
named in the warrant, endorse the warrant accordingly, and the 
warrant shall thereupon have effect as if the name of the prison 
mentioned in the endorsement had been originally inserted in the 
warrant. 

S. Section one hundred and thirteen of the principal Act is Provision for service 

hereby amended by adding as subsection two thereof the following of not!ce of order of 

d 
oommltment. &0. 

wor s:-
"(2.) Where it appears to any Magistrate that any person is 

evading service of any notice, service of such notice may be effected 
either personally or by leaving it for such party at his usual or last 
known place of abode with some inmate of the house appearing to 
be above the age of fourteen years." . 

9. Section one hundred and twenty-one of the principal Act Reference in 

is hereby amended by omitting from subsection two the word s';'ti<?n ~2\ At 

"Fourth," and substituting the word" Third." ~oire~~~r.a c 
10. Notwithstanding anything in section one hundred and Section 148 of 

forty-eight of the principal Act, the direction therein contained that, rrif~}'al !ct 

when the examination of the witnesses on the part of the prosec1:.1tion pr;'e~mU::ary hearing 
has been completed the Justices shall read or cause to be read in cases of indictable 

h d 1 'd 't' t k . h' d t b offences) amended. to t e accuse t le eposl IOns a en agamst Im nee no e 
complied with unless the accused so desires. 

11. Section one hundred and fifty-eight of the principal Act is Section 168 of 

hereby amended by adding as subsection two thereof the following PCrin°liI!al Aot] to 
app ymg ru es as 

words :- bail) amended. 

" (2.) The recognizances to be taken when an accused person is 
admitted to bail may be entered into by the principal or any of 
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the sureties therebo before any Justice, and it shall not be necessary 
for all the parties to the recognizance to be present at the same 
time." 

12. (1.) Where an accused person charged with an indictable 
offence is committed to the Supreme Court for trial or sentence, the 
Justices by whom he is so committed shall issue a certificate in the 
Form No. 39 in the Second Schedule to the principal Act, setting 
forth the sum payable as allowances to the prosecutor and witnesses 
at the hearing before the Justices in accordance with the scale of 
such allowances for the time being in force. 

(2.) The foregoing provisions of this section are in substitution 
for subsection one of section one hundred and sixty-two of the 
principal Act, and that subsection and section three of the Justices 
of t,he Peace Amendment Act, 1910, are hereby repealed. 

Removal of 13. Section one hundred and seventy-six of the principal Act 
technical objection is hereby amended by omitting from subsection three the words 
as to endorsement of . ., . . 
plea on information. "mdorsed on the mformatlOn," and substitutmg the words" wrItten, 
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printed, or typed on the front or back of the information." 
14. Section one hundred and seventy-nine of the principal Act 

is hereby amended by omitting the words "twenty pounds" where
ever they occur, and substituting the words "fifty pounds" in every 
case. 

15. Section two hundred and fifty of the principal Act is 
hereby amended by omitting the words "not being the informant 
or complainant." 

16. Section two hundred and eighty-eight of the principal Act 
is hereby amended by inserting, after the word "Postmaster," the 
words "or other officer in the service of the Crown." 

17. Section one hundred and eighty-one of the principal Act is 
hereby amended by omitting from subsection one the words" twelve 
months," and substituting the words" two years." 

18. (1.) Any information, complaint, summons, recognizance 
to prosecute, recognizance to prosecute and give evidence, recogniz
ance to give evidence, or affidavit of the service of any summons 
authorized by or required for the purposes of the principal Act may 
be sworn, issued, taken, or received by the Clerk of any Court 
constituted under the Magistrates' Courts Act, 1908, or the deputy 
of such Clerk if such Clerk or deputy is not also an officer of police. 

(2.) This section is in substitution for section two of the Justices 
of the Peace Amendment Act, 1908, and that section is hereby 
accordingly repealed. 

19. Section two of the Justices of the Peace Amendment Act, 
uno, is hereby amended by omitting the words "pays under con
ditions prescribed by prison rules," and substituting the words "has 
paid to any person authorized or entitled to receive the same." 


