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An Act to amend the Land Act 1948 
[14 October 1981 

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New 
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, as follows: 

1. Short Title-This Act may be cited as the Land Amend
ment Act 1981, and shall be read together with and 
deemed part of the Land Act 1948 (hereinafter referred 
to as the principal Act). 

2. New sections substituted- ( 1) The principal Act is 
hereby amended by repealing sections 5 to 11, and substi
tuting the following sections: 

"5. Director-General of Lands- ( 1) There shall from time 
to time be appointed under the State Services Act 1962 a 
Director-General of Lands. 

"( 2) The Director-General shall be the administrative 
head of the Department. 

"6. Surveyor-General-( 1) Subject to subsection (2) of 
this section, there shall from time to time be appointed 
under the State Services Act 1962 a Surveyor-General. 
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"(2) No person shall be appointed Surveyor-General 
unless he is a surveyor. 

"( 3) Subject to the control of the Director-General, the 
Surveyor-General shall have charge of all surveys conducted 
by or under the supervision of the Department. 

"7. Deputy Directors-General-( 1) Subject to subsection 
(2) of this section, there shall from time to time be appointed 
under the State Services Act 1962 2 Deputy Directors
General of Lands. 

"(2) The Surveyor-General shall be one Deputy Director
General. 

"( 3) Subject to section 6 (3) of this Act, and the control 
of the Director-General, each Deputy Director-General 
shall perform such official duties as the Director-General 
calls upon him to perform. 

" ( 4) On the occurrence from any cause of a vacancy in 
the office of Director-General (whether by reason of death 
or resignation, or otherwise), or in the case of absence from 
duty (from whatever cause arising) of the Director-General, 
and for so long as that vacancy or absence continues, a 
Deputy Director-General authorised in writing in that 
behalf by the State Services Commission (before, on, or 
after the occurrence of that vacancy or absence) shall have 
and may exercise and perform all the powers, functions, 
and duties of the Director-General. 

"( 5) The fact that a Deputy Director-General exercises 
or performs any power, function, or duty of the Director
General shall be conclusive evidence that he has been author
ised to do so under subsection (4) of this section; and no 
authority given under that subsection, and no act done by 
a Deputy Director-General under such an authority shall in 
any proceedings be questioned on the ground that the occasion 
for the giving of that authority had not arisen or had ceased. 

"8. Fields Director- ( 1) There shall from time to time 
be appointed under the State Services Act 1962 a Fields 
Director. 

"(2) Subject to the control of the Director-General, the 
Fields Director shall perform the duties with respect to the 
purchase and development of land by the Crown imposed 
on him by this Act. 

"9. Commissioners of Crown Lands and Chief Surveyors
There shall from time to time be appointed under the State 
Services Act 1962, for each district, a Commissioner of 
Crown Lands and a Chief Surveyor. 
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"10. Appointment of assistants-There may from time to 
time be appointed under the State Services Act 1962 
assistants to all or any of the following: the Surveyor
General, the Fields Director, the Commissioners, and the 
Chief Surveyors. 

"11. Appointment of deputies-(l) Subject to subsection 
(2) of this section, the Director-General may authorise 
any officer of the Department to act as the deputy of any 
Deputy Director-General, the Surveyor-General, the Fields 
Director, any Commissioner, any Chief Surveyor, or any 
assistant appointed under section 10 of this Act. 

" (2) While any person holds any appointment as assistant 
to any person specified in section 10 of this Act,-

"(a) That first-mentioned person shall be deemed to have 
been authorised under subsection ( 1 ) of this 
section to act as the deputy of the person specified; 
and 

"(b) No other person shall so be authorised. 
" (3) Where the Director-General has under subsection (1) 

of this section authorised any person to act as the deputy 
of any other person, subsection (4) of this section shall 
apply to that other person. 

"( 4) Subject to subsection (5) of this section, on the 
occurrence from any cause of a vacancy in the office of any 
person to whom this subsection applies (whether by reason 
of death or resignation, or otherwise), or in the case of 
absence from duty (from whatever cause arising) of any 
such person, and for so long as that absence occurs, the 
person authorised under subsection (1) of this section to 
act as that person's deputy shall have and may exercise 
and perform all the powers, functions, and duties of that 
first-mentioned person. 

" ( 5 ) Nothing in subsection ( 4) of this section shall 
authorise or empower any person authorised under sub
section (1) of this section to act as the deputy of a Deputy 
Director-General to have, exercise, or perform any power, 
function, or duty of the Director-General conferred on that 
Deputy Director-General under section 7 (4) of this Act. 

"( 6) Subject to subsection (5) of this section, the fact 
that any officer of the Department exercises or performs any 
power, function, or duty of any person specified in sub
section (1) of this section shall be conclusive evidence of 
his authority to do so; and the exercise or performance by 
any such officer of any such power, function, or duty shall 
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in no proceedings be questioned on the grounds that the 
occasion for it had not arisen or had ceased." 

(2) Section 2 of the principal Act is hereby amended by 
repealing the definitions of the terms "Chief Surveyor", 
"Commissioner", "Director-General", and "Surveyor
General", and inserting, in their appropriate alphabetical 
order, the following definitions: 

"'Chief Surveyor' means the Chief Surveyor of a dis
trict, and, in relation to any lands or any subject
matter affecting any lands, means the Chief Sur
veyor of the district in which those lands are 
situated; and includes the deputy of a Chief Sur
veyor: 

"'Commissioner' means the Commissioner of Crown 
Lands of a district, and, in relation to any lands or 
any subject-matter affecting any lands, means the 
Commissioner of the district in which those lands 
ar~ ~ituated; and includes the deputy of a Com
mISSIOner: 

" 'Deputy', in relation to any officer of the Department, 
means an officer of the Department for the time 
being exercising or performing any power, func
tion, or duty of that first-mentioned officer: 

"'Deputy Director-General' means a Deputy Director
General of Lands and, except in section 7 (4) of 
this Act, includes the deputy of a Deputy Director
General: 

"'Director-General' means the Director-General of 
Lands and, except in section 7 of this Act, includes 
a Deputy Director-General: 

"'Surveyor-General', subject to section 11 (5) of this 
Act, includes his deputy: ". 

('3) Section 4 (2) of the principal Act is hereby consequen
tially amended by repealing paragraphs (c) and (d), and 
substituting the following paragraph: 

" ( d) Two Deputy Directors-General of Lands:". 
(4) Section 12 (1) of the principal Act is hereby amended 

by repealing paragraph (h), and substituting the following 
paragraph: 

"(h) Whichever Deputy Director-General is not the Sur
veyor-General : " . 

(5) Unless the context otherwise requires--
(a) Every reference to the Assistant Director-General of 

Lands in any Act, regulation, rule, order, agree-
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ment, deed, instrument, application, notice, licence, 
or other document whatsoever in force at the com
mencement of the Land Amendment Act 1977; and 

(b) Every reference to the Deputy Director-General of 
Lands in any Act, regulation, rule, order, agreement, 
deed, instrument, application, notice, licence, or 
other document whatsoever in force at the com
mencement of this Act,-

shall, after the commencement of this Act, be read as a 
reference to a Deputy Director-General. 

(6) Subsections ( 1) to (5) of section 2 of the Land 
Amendment Act 1977 are hereby consequentially repealed. 

3. Board to consent to dealings with leases or licences
( 1) Section 89 of the principal Act is hereby amended by 
inserting, after subsection (3), the following subsections: 

"(3A) Subject to sections 71, 90, 91A, and 97 of this Act 
and to subsection (3B) of this section, no person shall be 
entitled to acquire, obtain, or hold, by transfer, sublease, 
or otherwise in any manner, any interest, or any part thereof, 
in any land that is subject to a lease or licence, unless it is 
exclusively for his own use or benefit. 

"(3B) Subject to subsection (2) of this section, the Board 
may consent to the transfer, sublease, or other disposal, to 
trustees of any interest, or any part thereof, in any land sub
ject to a lease or licence if the beneficiaries are children or 
grandchildren of the transferor, sublessor, or disposer, and 
the Board is satisfied that-

"( a) There is to be no change in the occupation and man
agement of the land concerned; or 

" (b) The beneficiaries of the trust concerned, or some of 
them, are not of full age, and it is probable that 
they will farm the land concerned on reaching 
full age." 

(2) Section 72 of the principal Act is hereby amended 
by repealing subsection (1), and substituting the following 
subsection: 

"(1) Subject to sections 71, 90, 91A, and 97 of this Act, 
no person shall, by himself or through any other person for 
him, be entitled to acquire, obtain, or hold, by original 
application, any land under any tenure under this Act unless 
it is exclusively for his own use and benefit." 

(3) Section 97 of the principal Act is hereby consequen
tially amended by inserting, after the word "licence" where it 
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first appears, the words ", or trustees to whom any lease or 
licence has been assigned with the consent of the Board or 
pursuant to section 90 or section 91A of this Act,". 

( 4) Where, before the commencement of this Act, the 
Board purported to consent to the transfer, sublease, or 
disposal, of any interest, or any part of any interest, in land 
subject to a lease or licence,-

(a) That consent; and 
(b) The transfer, sublease, or disposal, concerned; and 
(c) Every registration under the Land Transfer Act 1952; 

and 
( d) The continued holding of that interest or part by the 

person to whom it was transferred, subleased, or 
disposed of-

shall be deemed to be and always to have been as valid and 
effectual as if-

( e) The Board had been lawfully entitled to grant that 
consent; and 

(f) The person who acquired or obtained that interest or 
part by virtue of that transfer, sublease, or disposal 
was, at the time of the transfer, sublease, or dis
posal, entitled to acquire or obtain that interest or 
part, and was and continues to be entitled to hold it. 

4. Exchange of pastoral leases for renewable leases
( 1) Section 126A of the principal Act (as inserted by 
section 18 of the Land Amendment Act 1965) is hereby 
amended by repealing subsection (5). 

(2) The Board may, at its discretion, refund to any 
person who, at any time during the period that commenced 
on the 30th day of November 1979 and ended immediately 
before the commencement of this Act, paid any sum to the 
Board under section 126A (5) of the principal Act, all or such 
part as it thinks fit of that sum. 

This Act is administered in the Department of Lands and Survey. 


