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BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand 
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows: 

1. Short Title-This Act may be cited as the Mining 
Amendment Act 1985, and shall be read together with and 
deemed part of the Mining Act 197 1 (hereinafter referred to 
as the principal Act). 

2. Duties and powers of Inspectors-The principal Act is 
hereby amended by repealing section 12, and substituting the 
following section: 

"12. (1) It shall be the duty of every Inspector-
"(a) To ensure that all conditions to which any mining 

privilege is subject are being complied with; and 
"(b) To make such examination, tests, and inquiry in or about 

any mine as may be necessary to ascertain whether 
the provisions of this Act and of any regulations in 
force under this Act are being complied with, and 
whether sufficient steps are being taken to ensure 
the safety and health of the persons employed in 
or about the mine. 

"(2) For the purposes of carrying out such duties, every 
Inspector may at any reasonable time, together with such 
assistants, equipment, and materials as are reasonably 
necessary,-
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"(a) Enter any land in respect of which a mining privilege 
has been granted, and inspect the operations bf'ing 
carried out under the privilege; and 

"'(b) Enter and inspect any mine-
and make such surveys, investigations, tests. and 
measurements, and extract and remove sllch samples for 
testing, as are necessary for those purposes, but not so as to 
impede or obstruct the carrying out of the operations under 
the privilege or the working of the mine. 

"(3) For the purposes of obtaining any information which 
will enable an Inspector to carry out the Inspector's duties 
under subsection (1) (a) of this section the Minister-

"(a) May authorise, either specially or generally, any person 
(whether or not employed by the Crown): 

H(b) If recommended to do so by the Planning Tribunal under 
section 126 (10) of this Act in respect of any mining 
privilege, shall authorise the person or class of 
person nominated by the Tribunal (whether or not 
employed by the Crown)-

to exercise the powers set out in subsection (4) of this section. 
"(4) Every person authorised under subsection (3) of this 

section, to the extent of the authorisation, may at any 
reasonable time, together with such assistants, equipment, and 
materials as are reasonably necessary,-

"(a) Enter the land in respect of which any mining privilege, 
or the mining privilege concerned, has been granted; 
and 

"(b) Inspect the operations being canied out under the 
privilege; and 

"(cl Make such surveys, investigations, tests, and 
measurements. and extract and remove such 
samples for testing, as are necessary for the purposes 
set out in subsection (3) of this section-

but not so as to impede the carrying out of the operations 
under the privilege. 

"(5) Every authority granted under subsection (3) of this 
section shall be written and shall contain

"(a) A reference to this section; and 
"(b) The full name of the authorised person;, and 
"(c) A statement of the powers conferred on the authorised 

person by subsection (4) of this section. 
"(6) Every owner of a mine, every holder of a mining 

privilege, and every person employed in or about a mine or 
employed in operations under the privilege, shall give such 
assistance as may be reasonably required for facilitating any 
inspection under this section. 
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"(7) Inspectors shall have such other powers as may he 
reasonably necessary to carry into effect the provisions uf this 
;.\ct or as may be prescribed by regulations in force under this 
Act. 

"(S) Every Inspector shall have all the powers of-
'"(a) An Inspector under the Machinery Act 1950, with respect 

to any machinery to which that Act applies in or 
about a mine; ancl. 

'"(b) An Engineer Survevor under the Boilers, Lifts, and 
Cr~nes Act 195-0, with respect to any machinery 
(other than steam engines and boilers) to which that 
Act applies in or about a mine-

but nothing in this Act shall abridge or annul any of the 
provisions of the Machinery Act 1950, or of the Boilers, Lifts, 
and Cranes Act 1950. or affect the duties of any Inspector or 
Engineer Surveyor appointed under either of those Acts in 
relation to the inspection in or about mines of machinery and 
boilers to which either of those Acts apply. 

"(9) Every Inspector and every authorised person exercising 
any power of entry uncl.er this section shall have with him his 
certificate of appointment as an Inspector or the appropriate 
written authority, as the case may be, and evidence of his 
identity, and shall produce them to the person in charge of 
the mine or area being entered-

"(a) If practicable. on hrst entering the mine or area; and 
"(b) Whenever subsequently reasonably required to do so by 

the manager or person in charge of the mine or 
area. " 

3. Objections to Planning Tribunal-Sf'ction 126 of the 
principal Act (as substituted by section 32 (1) of the Mining 
Amendment Act 1981) is hereby amended hy inserting, after 
subsection (10), the following subsection: 

"( 1 OA) If at any time every objection made under this section 
in respect of an application for a mining privilege is withdrawn, 
or if every objector does not oppose the grant of the privilege 
but desirf's the imposition of conditions to which the applicant 
and the Minister agree, the Planning Tribunal shall-

"(a) Not proceed to conduct an inquiry under this section; 
or 

"(b) Abandon any such inquiry already commenced; or 
"(c) Not proceed to prepare a written report and 

recommendation in respect of the application; or 
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"(d) Abandon the preparation of any such report and 
recommendation-

as the case may require, and advise the Minister accordingly." 

ThIS Act IS admimstEred in thE MmIStry of Enagy 


