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BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand 
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows: 

1. Short Title and commencement-( 1) This Act may be 
cited as the Ministry of Energy Act 1977. 

(2) Subject to subsection (3) of this section, this Act shall 
come into force on a date to be appointed by the Governor
General by Order in Council. 

(3) The Governor-General may, by the same or a separate 
Order in Council, bring into force the provisions of section 21 
(2) of this Act and the Fourth Schedule to this Act on a 
different date from the other provisions of this Act. 

2. Interpretation-In this Act, unless the context otherwise 
requires-

"Committee" means a committee appointed under 
section 8 of this Act: 

"Energy" means work or heat that is or may be pro
duced or derived from coal, electricity, gas, geother
mal activity, petroleum, petroleum products, uranium, 
water, or any other fuel or any other source whatso
ever: 

"Deputy Secretary" means a Deputy Secretary of 
Energy appointed in accordance with section 6 of 
this Act: 

"Distribution" includes sale: 
"Mineral" has the same meaning as it has in section 5 

(1) of the Mining Act 1971: 
"Minister" means the Minister of Energy: 
"Ministry" means the Ministry of Energy established by 

section 3 of this Act: 
"Secretary" means the Secretary of Energy appointed in 

accordance with section 5 of this Act: 
"Terms and conditions", in relation to employment, 

include remuneration. 

PART I . 
THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY 

3. Establishment of Ministry-There is hereby established 
a Department of State, to be called the Ministry of Energy. 

4. Minister of Energy- ( 1) The Ministry shall be under 
the control of the Minister of Energy. 
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(2) The Minister may, from time to time, for the purposes 
of the carrying out of the functions, powers, and duties of the 
Ministry, give such directions as he thinks fit to the Secretary. 

5. Secretary of Energy-There shall from time to time 
be appointed under the State Services Act 1962 a Secretary 
of Energy, who shall be the administrative head of the 
.Ministry. 

6. Deputy Secretaries of Energy-There shall from time to 
time be appointed under the State Services Act 1962 one or 
more Deputy Secretaries of Energy as may be necessary for 
the effective and efficient carrying out of the functions of the 
Ministry. 

7. Other officers and employees of Ministry-( 1) There 
shall from time to time be appomted under the State Services 
Act 1962 such other officers and employees of the Ministry 
as may be necessary for the effective and efficient carrying 
out of its functions. 

(2) Every person who, immediately before the commence
ment of this Act, was under the State Services Act 1962 an 
officer or employee of-

(a) The New Zealand Electricity Depar:tment constituted 
under the Electricity Act 1968; or 

(b) The Mines Department established as an instrument 
of the Crown under the control of the Minister of 
Mines; or 

( c) The Ministry of Energy Resources established by 
section 3 of the Ministry of Energy Resources Act 
1972-

shall on the commencement of this Act be deemed, without 
further appointment, to hold office as an officer or employee, 
as the case may be, of the Ministry of Energy under subsection 
( 1 ) of this section. 

(3) Every person who, immediately before the commence
ment of this Act, was employed by the Mines Department 
otherwise than under the State Services Act 1962 shall on the 
commencement of this Act be deemed, without further 
appointment, to be employed by the Ministry of Energy on 
the same terms and conditions as he was then employed by 
the Mines Department. 
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8. Committees-( 1) The'Minister may from time to time 
appoint such committees as he thinks fit to advise or other
wise assist the Minister or the Secretary on any matters relating 
to energy or minerals that the Minister may specify. 

(2) Every member of a committee shall hold office at the 
pleasure of the Minister. 

(3) Subject to this Act, and to any directions given to it 
by the Minister, every committee may regulate its own 
procedure. 

(4) Every committee is hereby declared to be a statutory 
Board within the meaning of the Fees and Travelling Allow
ances Act 1951. 

(5) There may, if the Minister so directs, be paid to any 
member of a committee, out of money appropriated by Parlia
ment for the purpose,-

(a) Remuneration by way of fees, salary, or allowances in 
accordance with the Fees and Travelling Allowances 
Act 1951; and 

(b) Travelling allowances and travelling expenses in accord
ance with that Act in respect of time spent travel
ling in the service of the committee. 

(6) The Fees and Travelling Allowances Act 1951 shall 
apply accordingly. 

(7) No person, by reason only of the fact that he is a mem
ber of a committee, shall be deemed to be employed in the 
service of the Crown for the purposes of the State Services 
Act 1962 or of the Government Superannuation Fund Act 
1956. 

9. Delegation of powers by Minister-( 1) The Minister may 
from time to time, either generally or particularly, delegate 
to the Secretary all or any of the powers exercisable by him 
as Minister under any enactment, including powers delegated 
to him as Minister under any enactment, but not including-

(a) The power of delegation conferred on him by this 
section; or 

(b) The power to consent to a delegation under section 10 
of this Act; or 

(c) Any power conferred on him by Part III of the Mining 
Act 1971 or by any of sections 128, 129: and 145 of 
the Mining Act 1971. 

(2 ) Subject to any general or special directions given or 
conditions attached by the Minister, the Secretary may 
exercise any powers delegated to him under this section in the 
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same manner and with the same effect as if they had been 
conferred on him directly by this section and not by 
delegation. 

(3) Until any delegation made under this section is revoked, 
it shall continue in force according to its tenor; and in the 
event of the Minister by whom the delegation has been made 
ceasing to hold office, it shall continue to have effect as if 
made by the person for the time being holding office as 
Minister. 

(4) In the event of the Secretary to whom any such delega
tion has been made under this section ceasing to hold office, 
it shall continue to have effect as if made to the person who is 
for the time being holding office as Secretary or, if there is no 
Secretary or if the Secretary is absent from duty, to the person 
who is for the time being directed under the State Services 
Act 1962 to act in the place of the Secretary. 

( 5) Where the Secretary or any other person purports to 
act pursuant to any delegation made under this section, he 
shall, in the absence of proof to the contrary, be presumed to 
be acting in accordance with the terms of the delegation. 

( 6) Every delegation made under this section shall be revoc
able at will, and no such delegation shall prevent the exercise 
of any power by the Minister. 

10. Delegation of powers by Secretary-(1) The Secretary 
may from time to time, either generally or particularly, 
delegate to such officer or officers or employee or employees 
of the Ministry as he thinks fit, all or any of the powers exer
cisable by him as Secretary under any enactment, including 
any powers delegated to him as Secretary under any enact
ment. 

(2) N otwi thstanding subsection (1) of this section-
(a) The Secretary shall not delegate the power of delega

tion conferred on him by that subsection; 
(b) The Secretary shall not, without the written consent of 

the Minister, delegate any power delegated to him 
by the Minister; and 

(c) The Secretary shall not, without the written consent 
of the State Services Commission, delegate any 
power delegated to him under the State Services 
Act 1962. 

(3) Subject to any general or special directions given or 
conditions attached by the Secretary, every officer or 
employee to whom any powers are delegated under this 



1977, No. 33 Ministry of Energy 251 

section may exercise those powers in the same manner and 
with the same effect as if they had been conferred on him 
directly by this section and not by delegation. 

( 4) Any delegation under this section may be made to a 
specified officer or employee, or to officers or employees of a 
specified class, or to the holder or holders for the time being 
of a specified office or class of offices. 

(5) Every person purporting to act pursuant to any delega
tion made under this section shall in the absence of proof to 
the contrary be presumed to be acting in accordance with the 
terms of the delegation. 

(6) Any delegation made under this section shall be revoc
able at will, and no such delegation shall prevent the exercise 
of any power by the Secretary. 

(7) Any delegation made under this section shall, uutil 
revoked, continue in force according to its tenor, notwithstand
ing that the Secretary by whom it was made may have ceased 
to hold office, and shall continue to have effect as if made by 
the successor in office of that Secretary. 

PART II 

FUNCTIONS OF TIIE MINISTRY 

11. General functions of Ministry in relation to energy 
policies-( 1) The Ministry shall advise the Minister on the 
formulation, implementation, co-ordination, and continuing 
review of effective and efficient policies for New Zealand 
relating to energy. 

(2) The Ministry shall also have such other functions as 
are necessary for the formulation, implementation, co-ordina
tion, and continuing review of effective and efficient policies 
for New Zealand relating to energy, and for the due adminis
tration by the Ministry of this Act in relation to energy. 

(3) In carrying ou t the functions specified in subsections 
(1) and (2) of this section, the Ministry shall take into account 
all relevant considerations relating to energy, including (inter 
alia)-

( a) Sources of energy and energy resources; 
(b) Exploration, discovery, assessment, research, develop

ment, production, processing, supply, distribution, 
uses, consumption, and conservation; 

( c) The separate needs of industry, commerce, transport, 
domestic users, and other classes of users, and of 
significant subclasses of those users; 
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(d) The needs and interests of New Zealand, and of particu-
lar regions and subregions within New Zealand; 

(e) The international responsibilities of New Zealand; 
(f) Environmental and other social considerations; 
(g) Appropriate methods of organisation for the best 

administration of effective policies relating to energy; 
and 

(h) Future needs, patterns, changes, and problems, and the 
need to plan for and influence such matters. 

(4) Without limiting the generality of the functions speci
fied'in subsections (1) and (2) of this section, or of the con
siderations specified in subsection (3) of this section, the 
Ministry shall in particular-

(a) Assess the levels and patterns of demand in New Zea
land for energy, and for sources of energy, and 
wherever desirable formulate effective methods of 
influencing such demands in relation to available 
resources; 

(b) Promote, encourage, and stimulate exploration for and 
the discovery of any kinds, forms, and sources of 
energy, and the co-ordination of such activities 
and, if the Minister so directs, itself undertake or 
commission such activities; 

(c) Undertake, promote, and encourage the establishment, 
maintenance, development, and co-ordination of 
adequate sources of supply of energy for New 
Zealand; 

( d) Promote, encourage, and stimulate investigations, 
research, and studies into any matters relating to 
energy, and the co-ordination of such activities and, 
if the Minister so directs, itself undertake or com
mission such activities; 

( e) Promote, encourage, and stimulate efficient, econo
mical, and co-ordinated methods in activities relating 
to energy; 

(f) Promote, encourage, and stimulate efficient and econo
mical uses of energy and sources of energy; 

(g) Consider all aspects of investment in activities relating 
to energy; 

(h) Formulate methods of influencing and promoting the 
conservation of energy; 

(i) Wherever desirable, publish and disseminate, and 
promote, encourage, and stimulate the publication 
and dissemination of infonnation relating to energy; 
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(j) Encourage co-operation and co-ordination among 
organisations and individuals (inc1uding Depart
ments of State) that are concerned with matters 
relating to energy; 

(k) Make financial grants or loans to or subsidise, out of 
money appropriated by Parliament for the purpose, 
bodies and organisations that are engaged in activi
ties relating to energy; and 

(1) If the Minister so directs, provide administrative, techni
cal, and secretarial assistance to Departments of 
State, to statutory bodies, and to bodies corporate 
wholly owned by the Crown, that are concerned 
with matters relating to energy. 

12. Control of prices-( 1) The Minister shall exercise and 
perform, in relation to goods and services of the classes 
specified in subsection (4) of this section that may be made 
subject to price control under Part IV of the Commerce Act 
1975, all the functions, powers, and duties conferred on the 
Minister of Trade and Industry under that Part of that Act. 

(2) The Secretary shall exercise and perform, in relation to 
goods and services of the classes specified in subsection (4) of 
this section that may be made subject to price control under 
Part IV of the Commerce Act 1975, all the functions, powers, 
and duties conferred on the Secretary of Trade and Industry 
under that Part of that Act. 

(3) In relation to the classes of goods and services specified 
in subsection (4) of this section,-

(a) Every reference in Part IV of the Commerce Act 1975 
and in sections 2A, 25, 66 (1) (a), 66 (2), and 
130 (2) of that Act to the Minister shall accordingly 
hereafter be read as a reference to the Minister of 
Energy instead of the Minister of Trade and Indus
try; and 

(b) Every reference in that Part of that Act and in sections 
2AJ 14 (2), 15 (1), 19,30 (2), 120A, 124 (2), 126 
(c), 130,132, and 133 (4) of that Act to the Secre
tary shall accordingly hereafter be read as a refer
ence to the Secretary of Energy instead of the Secre
tary of Trade and Industry. 

( 4) This section applies to goods and services of the follow
ing classes: 

(a) Coal, coal products, electricity, gas, geothermal energy, 
petroleum, petroleum products, and petrochemicals: 
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(b) Any other goods being kinds, forms, or sources of energy, 
or products from sources of energy, that the 
Governor-General may from time to time, by Order 
in Council, declare to be goods to which this section 
applies: 

(c) Any services relating to matters concerning energy that 
the Governor-General may from time to time, by 
Order in Council, declare to be services to which 
this section applies. 

(5) Before making any decision under any of sections 84, 
89, 90, 91, 92 (4), and 94 (2) of the Commerce Act 1975 in 
respect of any goods or services of the classes specified in 
subsection (4) of this section, being a decision that may 
affect-

(a) Retail margins for petroleum products; or 
(b) Exports from New Zealand or industrial production or 

industrial development in New Zealand-
the Secretary of Energy shall consult with and consider the 
views of the Secretary of Trade and Industry, or any officer 
of the Department of Trade and Industry designated for that 
purpose by the Secretary of Trade and Industry. 

(6) Where by virtue of the commencement of this section 
or of any Order in Council made under this section, the 
provisions of this section become applicable to any class of 
goods or services,-

( a) Any prosecution for an offence against the Commerce 
Act 1975 that has been instituted in relation to any 
such goods or services before this section becomes 
applicable to them shall be continued and completed 
as if this section were not applicable; and 

(b) Any other matter or proceeding under that Act in 
relation to any such goods or services that is pending 
or in progress when this section becomes applicable 
to them shall be continued, completed, and perfected 
as if this section were not applicable. 

13. General functions of Ministry in relation to minerals
( 1) The Ministry shall advise the Minister on the develop
ment and regulation of the mineral industry of New Zealand, 
and shall also have such other functions as are necessary for 
the development and regulation of that industry, and for the 
due administration of this Act in relation to minerals. 
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(2) Without limiting the generality of the functions speci
fied in suhsection (1) of this section, the Ministry shall in 
particular-

(a) Promote and encourage exploration for and the dis
covery of minerals, and the proper development of 
the mineral resources of New Zealand; and 

(b) By providing advice and assistance, foster the develop
ment of the mineral industry of New Zealand. 

14. Functions of Ministry under other enactments-The 
Ministry shall administer the enactments specified in the First 
Schedule to this Act. 

15. Participation in operations-( 1) The Minister may 
from time to time, on behalf of the Crown, either alone or 
jointly with any other person or persons, carry on any business 
relating to exploration for or the discovery, production, pro
cessing, supply, distribution, uses, or conservation of energy, 
sources of energy, products from energy or sources of energy, 
minerals, and mineral products; and in particular but without 
limiting the generality of this section may-

( a) Establish or promote, or concur in or support the 
establishing or promoting, of any body corporate 
having power to carry on any such business; 

(b) Subscribe for, purchase, or otherwise acquire, and 
sell or otherwise dispose of shares, stocks or 
interests, and otherwise participate in, any body 
corporate, firm, partnership, or joint venture 
(whether established before or after the commence
ment of this Act) having power to engage in any 
such business; 

(c) Exercise all of the rights and powers of the Crown as 
the holder of any shares, stocks, and interests in any 
such undertaking; and 

(d) Purchase or otherwise acquire any kinds, forms, or 
sources of energy, or minerals, from any such under
taking. 

(2) The Minister of Finance may from time to time, on 
behalf of the Crown advance money on such terms as he thinks 
fit to any undertaking referred to in subsection (1) of this 
section in which the Minister of Energy holds any shares, 
stock, or interests. 



256 Ministry of Energy 1977, No. 33 

(3) All money required to be paid by the Crown under 
this section shall, without further appropriation than this 
section, be paid out of the Consolidated Revenue Account or 
the National Development Loans Account. 

(4) Where any money is required to be paid under this 
section, and the money is paid out of the National Develop
ment Loans Account, the authority of the Minister of 
Finance to borrow money under section 11 of the New 
Zealand Loans Act 1953 shall be deemed to be extended 
as if the money so paid had been authorised to be trans
ferred from the National Development Loans Account to 
another fund or account as mentioned in that section. 

( 5) Where any undertaking referred to in subsection (1) 
of this section is wholly owned, legally or beneficially, by the 
Crown, the terms and conditions of employment of the officers 
and employees of the undertaking shall be determined by the 
undertaking in agreement with the State Services 
Commission, or by the Minister in the absence of agreement. 

(6) Notwithstanding subsection (5) of this section, in any 
case where a composite agreement within the meaning of 
section 66 of the Industrial Relations Act 1973-

(a) To which any undertaking referred to in that subsection 
is a party; and 

(b) Which relates to any activities to be undertaken in 
respect of any contract or contracts for a specified 
exploration programme or the construction of a 
specified facility or any other specified project; and 

(c) Which sets out the terms and conditions of employment 
of any employees of the undertaking-

is registered by the Industrial Commission under section 65 of 
that Act, the terms and conditions of employment of those 
employees shall be determined under that agreement. 

(7) The Crown, acting through any Department of State, 
may from time to time at the request of any undertaking 
referred to in subsection (1) of this section-

(a) Execute any work or provide any service for or 
supply any goods, stores, or equipment to the 
undertaking; or 

(b) Enter into contracts Or arrangements with any other 
persons for the execution or provision of any work 
or service by the Department for the undertaking, or 
for the supply of any goods, stores, or equipment by 
the Department to it-

on such terms and conditions as may be agreed on. 
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(8) The Minister may from time to time, on behalf of the 
Crown,-

(a) Transfer, exchange, or otherwise dispose of any kind, 
form, or source of energy (except electricity) pur
chased or otherwise acquired by him under this 
Act to any Department of State; and 

(b) Sell, exchange, or otherwise dispose of any kind, form, 
or source of energy (except electricity) purchased 
or otherwise acquired by him under this Act to any 
body corporate, firm, partnership, joint venture, or 
person. 

(9) All money received by the Crown under subsection (7) 
or subsection (8) of this section shall be received or credited 
into the Public Account. 

( 10) The Minister may from time to time, on behalf of the 
Crown, contract with any body corporate, firm, partner
ship, or person to act as agent for all or part of a contract: 
deed, agreement, or other instrument that the Minister 
has entered into under this section. 

( 11 ) The Minister may from time to time, on behalf of the 
Crown, enter into and execute agreements, contracts, deeds, 
and other instruments for the purposes of this section, and 
do all other acts and things that are reasonably necessary for 
such purposes. 

( 12) The Minister shall cause accounts (including a 
balance sheet) in accordance with the directions of the 
Minister of Finance under section 103 of the Public Revenues 
Act 1953 to be prepared for each financial year of all money 
received and paid by him under this section. 

(13) A copy of the accounts, duly audited by the Audit 
Office; shall be laid before Parliament during the session of 
Parliament first ensuing after the end of the financial year to 
which the accounts relate. 

( 14) The powers conferred on the Minister by this section 
are in addition to any other powers conferred on him or on 
the Ministry by any enactment. 

PART III 
AMENDMENTS TO OTHER ENACTMENTS 

Coal 
16. Amendments to enactments relating to coal-(I) The 

enactments specified in Part I of the Second Schedule to this 
Act are hereby amended in the manner indicated in that Part 
of that Schedule. 
A-tO 
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(2) Unless in any case the context" otherwise requires, 
every reference in any other enactment or in any regulation, 
rule, order, agreement, deed, instrument, application, notice, 
licence, or other document whatsoever in force at the com
mencement of this Act-

(a) To the Minister of Mines, shall hereafter be read as 
a reference to the Minister of Energy: 

(b) To the Mines Uepartment, shall hereafter be read 
as a reference to the Ministry of Energy: 

(c) To the Secretary of Mines, shall hereafter be re,ad as a 
reference to the Secretary of Energy: 

(d) To any other officer or employee of the Mines 
Department, shall hereafter be read as a reference 
to an officer or employee, as the case may require, 
of the Ministry of Energy. 

Electricity 
17.Amendment of Electricity Act lOOS-{l) The Elec

tricity Act 1968 is hereby amended by repealing section 6 
(which relates to the functions of the New Zealand Elec
tricity Department), and substituting the following section: 

"6. Principal functions of Ministry of Energy under this 
Act-Subject to section 11 of the Ministry of Energy Act 
1977, the Ministry shall have the following principal functions 
under this Act: 

"( a) To initiate, organise, co~ordinate, continue, and 
maintain the production, transmission, and supply 
of electricity: 

"(b) To encourage the development and improvement of 
systems of supply of electricity: 

"( c) To seek to ensure standards of safety, efficiency, and 
economy of operation in respect of the produc
tion, transmission, and supply of electricity: 

"( d) To initiate and carry out surveys in respect of the 
supply and use of electricity: 

"( e) To advise Government departments on all matters 
affecting electricity: 

"(f) To carry out such functions in respect of and inci
dental to the produ,ction, transmission, and supply 
of electricity as the'Minister may from time to time 
direct." 

(2) The Electricity Act 1968 is hereby further amended 
in the manner indicated in Part 11 'of the Second Schedule 
to this Act. 
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18. Amendments to other enactments relating to electri
city- ( 1) The enactments specified in Part 11 of the Second 
Schedule to this Act (in addition to the Electricity Act 1968) 
are hereby amended in the manner indicated in that Part of 
that Schedule. 

(2) The Electricity Amendment Act 1973 is hereby conse
quentially repealed. 

(3) Unless in any case the context otherwise requires, 
every other reference in any other enactment or in any 
regulation, rule, order, agreement, deed, instrument, appli
cation, notice, licence, or other document whatsoever in 
force at the commencement of this Act-

(a) To the Minister of Electricity, shall hereafter be read 
as a reference to the Minister of Energy: 

(b) To the New Zealand Electricity Department, shall 
hereafter be read as a reference to the Ministry of 
Energy: 

(c) To the General Manager of the New Zealand Elec
tricity Department, shall hereafter be read as a 
reference to the Secretary of the Ministry of 
Energy: 

(d) To any other officer or employee of the New Zealand 
Electricity Department, shall hereafter be read as a 
reference to an officer or employee, as the case may 
require, of the Ministry of Energy. 

Energy Resources 
19. Repeal of enactments constituting Ministry of Energy 

Resources- ( 1) The following enactments are hereby 
repealed: 

(a) The Ministry of Energy Resources Act 1972: 
(b) The Ministry of Energy Resources Amendment Act 

1973. 
(2) From the commencement of this Act, all shares, stocks, 

interests, and other rights that immediately before the 
commencement of this Act, were vested in or held by the 
Minister of Energy Resources on behalf of the Crown pursuant 
to section 5A of the Ministry of Energy Resources Act 1972 
(as inserted by section 2 of the Ministry of Energy Resources 
Amendment Act 1973) shall without further authority than 
this section vest in or be held by, as the case may require, the 
Minister of Energy on behalf of the Crown, in accordance 
with section 15 of this Act; and from the commencement of 
this Act, all liabilities of the Minister of Energy Resources on 

A-IO' 
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behalf of the Crown under that section of that Act immedi
ately before the commencement of this Act shall become 
liabilities of the Minister of Energy on behalf of the Crown 
in accordance with section 15 of this Act. 

20. Amendments to other ena'Ciments relating to energy 
resources-( 1) The Energy Resources Levy Act 1976 is 
hereby amended in the manner indicated in Part III of the 
Second Schedule to this Act. 

(2) Unless in any case the context otherwise requires, 
every reference in any other enactment or in any regulation, 
rule, order, agreement, deed, instrument, application, notice, 
licence, or other document whatsoever in force at the 
commencement of this Act-

(a) To the Minister of Energy Resources, shall hereafter 
be read as a reference to the Minister of Energy: 

(b) To the Ministry of Energy Resources, shall hereafter 
be read as a reference to the Ministry of Energy: 

( c ) To the Commissioner of Energy Resources, shall 
hereafter be read as a reference to the Secretary of 
Energy: 

(d) To an Assistant Commissioner of Energy Resources, 
shall hereafter be read as a reference to a Deputy 
Secretary of Energy: 

( e) To any other officer or employee of the Ministry of 
Energy Resources, shall hereafter be read as a 
reference to an officer or employee, as the case 
may require, of the Ministry of Energy. 

Gas 
21. Amendments to enactments relating to gas-( 1 ) The 

enactments specified in Part IV of the Second Schedule to 
this Act are hereby amended in the manner indicated in that 
Part of that Schedule. 

(2) The Fourth Schedule to this Act (which relates to the 
Natural Gas Corporation of New Zealand) shall apply in 
relation to the matters specified in that Schedule. 

Geothermal Energy 
22. Amendments to enactments relating to geothermal 

energy-The enactments specified in Part V of the Second 
Schedule to this Act are hereby amended in the manner 
indicated in that Part of that Schedule. 
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Minerals 
23. Amendments to enactments relating to minerals

The enactments specified in Part VI of the Second Schedule 
to this Act (which relate to minerals, mining, and quarries) 
are hereby amended in the manner indicated in that Part of 
that Schedule. 

Nuclear Energy 
24. Amendment of Atomic Energy Act 1945--The Atomic 

Energy Act 1945 is hereby amended in the manner indicated 
in Part VII of the Second Schedule to this Act. 

Petroleum 
25. Amendments to enactments relating to petroleum

The enactments specified in Part VIII of the Second Schedule 
to this Act are hereby amended in the manner indicated in 
that Part of that Schedule. 

Consequential Amendments to other Enactments 
26. Consequential amendments-The enactments specified 

in Part IX of the Second Schedule to this Act (which relate 
to the State Services and to the jurisdiction of the Ombuds
men and to the Commerce Act 1975) are hereby amended in 
the manner indicated in that Part of that Schedule. 

PART IV 

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

27. Special provisions for scheduled undertakings in 
respect of energy-( 1) Notwithstanding any provision to the 
contrary in the Companies Act 1955-

( a) The accounts of any company for the time being 
specified in the Third Schedule to this Act shall 
be kept in a form to be approved by the Minister 
of Finance; and 

(b) Those accounts shall be audited by the Audit Office, 
which for that purpose shall have all the powers 
that it has under the Public Revenues Act 1953 in 
respect of public money and public stores and 
persons dealing with public money and public 
stores. 
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(2) Nothing in sections 151 to 153 or in sections 163 to 
166 of the Companies Act 1955 shall apply to any company 
that is for the time being specified in the Third Schedule 
to this Act. 

28. Regulations-( 1) The Governor-General may from 
time to time, by Order in Council, make regulations for all or 
any of the following purposes: 

(a) Requiring specified classes of users or intending users 
of energy or of sources of energy to supply to the 
Secretary prescribed information as to--

(i) The kinds, forms, and sources of energy used 
or to be used by them; 

( ii) The purposes for which they are so used or 
to be used; 

( iii) The means by which they are so used or to 
be used; and 

(iv) Changes or proposed changes in the kinds, 
forms, or sources of energy so used or to be used, 
or in the quantities so used or to be used: 

(b) Providing for such other matters as are contemplated 
by or necessary for giving full effect to this Act 
and for its due administration. 

(2) No person who becomes aware of any information 
referred to in subsection (1) ( a) of this section that is 
supplied pursuant to any regulation made under this section 
shall wilfully divulge that information to any other person 
unless-

(a) The person to whom the information is divulged is an 
officer or employee of the Ministry and the informa
tion is divulged to him for the purposes of carrying 
this Act into effect; or 

(b) The person to whom the information relates consents to 
its being so divulged. 

(3) Every person whc contravenes subsection (2) of this 
section commits an offence against this Act and is liable on 
summary conviction to imprisonment for a term not exceed
ing 3 months or to a fine not exceeding $1,000 or to both. 

29. Annual reports- ( 1) The Secretary shall as soon as 
practicable after the end of each financial year furnish to 
the Minister a report on the operations of the Ministry for 
that year. 
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(2) The report shall incorporate the accounts, balance 
sheets, and reports that the Secretary is required to prepare 
under section 184 of the Coal Mines Act 1925 in respect of 
each coal mine administered by the Minister under Part III 
of that Act. 

(3) A copy of the report shall be laid by the Minister 
before Parliament within 28 days after it has been furnished 
to the Minister if Parliament is then in session or, if Parlia
ment is not then in session, within 28 days after the com
mencement of the next ensuing session. 
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SCHEDULES 

Section 14 FIRST SCHEDULE 

ACTS ADMINISTERED BY THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY 

Enactments relating to Coal 
1925, No. 39-The Coal Mines Act 1925. 

Enactments relating to Electricity 
1915, No. 65-The Lake Coleridge Water-power Act 1915. 
1925, 'No. 3S-The Electric Power Boards Act 1925. 
1930, No. 42-The Electrical Supply Authorities Association Act 1930. 
1936, No. 25-The Southland Electric-power Supply Act 1936. 
1952, No. 73-The Electricians Act 1952. 
1959, No. 46--The Electric Linemen Act 1959. 
1963, No. 23-The Manapouri - Te Anau Development Act 1963. 
1968, No. 125-The Electricity Act 1968. 

Enactment's relating to Energy Resources 
1976, No. 71-The Energy Resources Levy Act 1976. 

Enactments relating to Gas 
1908, No. 69-The Gas Supply Act 1908. 
1958, No. 43-The Gas Industry Act 1958. 
1967, No. 41-The Natural Gas Corporation Act 1967. 

Enactments relating to Geothermal Energy 
1953, No. 102-The Geothermal Energy Act 1953. 

1959, No. 
1944, No. 
1971, No. 

Enactment,S relating to Minerals 
lOO-The Iron and Steel Industry Act 1959. 
13-The Quarries Act 1944. 
25-The Mining Act 1971. 

Enactments relating to Nuclear Energy 
1945, No. 41-The Atomic Energy Act 1945. 

Enactments relating to Petroleum 
1933, No. 36-The Motor Spirits (Regulation of Prices) Act 1933. 
1937, No. 27-The Petroleum Act 1937. 
1970, No. 144-The Kapuni Petroleum Act 1970. 
1976, No. 155-The International Energy Agreement Act 1916. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE 

ENACTMENTS AMENDED 

Part I 

Enactments relating to Coal 

Section 16 (1) 

-----------c---------------------

Title of Act 

1925, No. 39-The Coal 
Mines Act 1925 

1932, No. 30-The Fin
ance Act, 1932 (No. 
2) 

Amendment 

By repealing the definition of the term 
"Minister" in section 2, and substituting 
the following definition: 

"'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy:". 

In section 2, by omitting the definition of 
the term "Secretary" (as inserted by 
section 2 (5) of the Coal Mines Amend
ment Act 1972), and substituting the fol
lowing definition: 

"'Secretary' means the Secretary of 
Energy appointed in accordance 
with the Ministry of Energy Act 
1977:". 

In sections 42 and 166 respectively (as 
amended by section 247 (4) of the 
Mining Act 1971), by omitting the words 
"Secretary of Mines", and substituting in 
each case the word "Secretary". 

In sections 166 and 192 (1) (m) respec
tively, by omitting the words "Mines 
Department", and substituting in each 
case the words "Ministry of Energy". 

In section 170A (as inserted by section 9 of 
the Coal Mines Amendment Act 1953), 
by omitting from subsections (1), (2), 
and ( 4) respectively the words "of 
Mines", and substituting in each case the 
words "of Energy". 

In section 184 (as substituted by section 
25 (2) of the Coal Mines Amendment 
Act 1959)-

Ca) By omitting from subsection (1) 
the words "the Minister shall 
lay before Parliament", and sub
stituting the words "the Secre
tary shall prepare": 

Cb) By omitting from subsection (1) (b) 
the word "him", and substituting 
the words "the Minister". 

By omitting the words "of Mines" from 
section 7, and substituting the words "of 
Energy". 
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SECOND SCHEDULE-continued 

ENACTMENTS AMENDED--continued 

Part I-continued 

Enactments relating to Coal-continued 

Title of Act 

1933, No. 48-The Coal-
mines Amendment 
Act, 1933 

1950, No. 37-The Coal 
Mines Amendment 
Act 1950 

1953, No. 105-The Coal 
Mines Amendment 
Act 1953 

1961, No. 33-The Coal 
Mines Amendment 
Act 1961 

Sections 17 (2) and 18 (1) 

Amendment 

By omitting the words "of Mines" from 
section 2. 

By omltting from section 5 (2) (as amended 
by section 247 (4) of the Mining Act 
1971 ) the words "Secretary of Mines", 
and substituting the words "Secretary of 
Energy". 

In sections 16 (1) (b) and 21 (2) respec
tively (as amended by section 247 (4) of 
the Mining Act 1971), by omitting the 
words "Secretary of Mines", and substi
tuting in each case the words "Secretary 
of Energy". 

By repealing section 5. 

Part II 
Enactments relating to Electricity 

Title of Act 

1925, No. 38-The Elec
tric Power Boards Act 
1925 (Reprinted 1976, 
Vol. 4) 

1928, No. 21-The 
Public Works Act 
1928 (Reprinted 1975, 
Vol. 3, p. 2283) 

1930, No. 42-The Elec
trical Supply Authori
ties Association Act 
1930 (Reprinted 1976, 
Vol. 5) 

1936, No. 25-The 
Southland Electric-
power Supply Act 
1936 

Amendment 

By repealing the definition of the tenn 
"Minister" in section 2 (1) (as inserted 
by section 4 (2) of the Electricity Amend
ment Act 1958) and substituting the 
following definition: 

"'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy:" 

By omitting the words "and this Part" from 
section 329. 

By offilttmg the words "Minister of Elec
trici ty" from section 11 ( e ) (i) ( as 
amended by section 4 (2) of the Elec
tricity Amendment Act 1958), and 
substituting the words "Minister of 
Energy". 

In sections 8 (2) (e), 8 (3), and 9 respec
tively (as so amended), by omitting the 
words "Minister of Electricity", and sub
stituting in each case the words "Minister 
of Energy". 
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SECOND SCHEDULE-continued 

ENAcTMENTs AMENDED--continued 

Part II--continued 

Enactments relating to Electricity-continued 

Title of Act 

1950, No. 93-The Fin
ance Act 1950 

1952, No. 73-The Elec
tricians Act 1952 

Amendment 

By repealing the definition of the tenn 
"Minister" in section 42 (1) (as so 
amended), and substituting the following 
definition: 

"'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy:". 

By repealing the definition of the tenn 
"Minister" in section 2 (as amended by 
section 4 (2) of the Electricity Amend
ment Act 1958), and substituting the 
following definition: 

"'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy:". 

By inserting after the definition of the 
term "Registrar", in section 2, the 
following definition: 

"'Secretary' means the Secretary of 
Energy appointed in accordance 
with the Ministry of Energy 
Act 1977:" 

In sections 3 (2),3 (3),3 (4),4 (2),4 (3), 
5, 20A (2), 23, 24 (2),26 (4),27 (1),27 
(6), 28 (1), 29, and 33 (1) (b) respec
tively, by omitting the words "General 
Manager of the New Zealand Electricity 
Department" wherever they occur, and 
substituting in' each case the word 
"Secretary" . 

In section 5 (5) (as amended by section 
4 (3) of the Electricity Amendment Act 
1958) by omitting the words "New Zea
land Electricity Department", in the 
second place where they occur, and 
substituting the words "Ministry of 
Energy". 

In section 24 (2) (as substituted by section 
13 ( 1) of the Electricians Amendment 
Act 1966) by omitting the words 
"General Manager", in the second place 
where they occur, and substituting the 
word "Secretary". 

By repealing section 38 (as amended by 
section 4 (3) of the Electricity Amend
ment Act 1958). 
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SECOND SCHEDULE-continued 

ENACTMENTS AMENDED--continued 

Part II--continued 

Enactments relating to Electricity-continued 

Title of Act 

1959, No. 46-The Elec
tric Linemen Act 1959 
(Reprinted 1976, Vo!. 
4) 

1968, No. 125-The 
Electricity Act 1968 

Amendment 

By repealing the definition of the term 
"Department" in section 2. 

In section 2, by repealing the definition of 
the term "Minister", and substituting the 
following definitions: 

"'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy: 

"'Ministry' means the Ministry of 
Energy established by the 
Ministry of Energy Act 1977:". 

By omitting the word "Department" in 
section 3 (2) (a), and substituting the 
word "Ministry". 

By repealing section 26. 
By omitting from the definition of the term 

"authorised officer", in section 2, the 
words "General Manager of the New 
Zealand Electricity Department", and 
substituting the word "Secretary". 

By repealing the definition of the tt'rm 
"Department" in section 2. 

In section 2, by repealing the definition of 
the term "General Manager", and sub
stituting in its appropriate alphabetical 
order the following definition: 

"'Secretary' means the Secretary of 
Energy appointed in accordance 
with the Ministry of Energy 
Act 1977". 

In section 2, by repealing the definition of 
the term "Minister", and substituting the 
following definitions: 

"'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy: 

"'Ministry' means the Ministry of 
Energy established by the 
Ministry of Energy Act 1977:". 

By repealing section 3. 
By repealing section 4. 
By repealing section 5. 
In section 7 (1), by inserting before the word 

"It" the words "Subject to section 11 of 
the Ministry of Energy Act 1977,". 
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SECOND SCHEDULE-continued 

ENAcTMENTs AMENDED--continued 

Part II-continued 

Enactments relating to Electricity-continued 

-~-T-it-Ie-of-A-ct- -,----- Amendment 

1968, No. 125-The 
Electricity Act 1968-
continued 

----

In sections 7 (1), 7 (2), 7 (3), 11 (2) (i), 
35 (2) (b), 39 (8), 52A and 53 (1) re
spectively, by omitting the word "Depart
ment", wherever it occurs, and substitut
ing in each case the word "Ministry" . 

By repealing section 7 (2) (a). 
In sections 7 (2) (e), 7 (3), and 19 (1) 

respectively, by omitting the words 
"General Manager", and substituting in 
each case the word "Secretary". 

In section 7A (2) (as inserted by section 4 
of the Electricity Amendment Act 1976),_ 
by repealing the definition of the tenn 
"authorised officer", and substituting the 
following definition: 

"'Authorised officer' means
"( a) The Secretary: 
"(b) Any officer or employee 

of the Ministry to whom the 
Secretary has delegated under 
section 10 of the Ministry of 
Energy Act 1977 the power to 
enter on premises: 

" ( c) The chief execu tive 
officer of any Electrical Supply 
Authority to whom the Sec
retary has delegated the power 
to enter on premises under 
section 9 of this Act: 

" ( d) Any responsible officer 
or employee of an Electrical 
Supply Authority to whom the 
chief executive officer of the 
Authority has delegated the 
power to enter on premises 
under section 9 of this Act:". 

By repealing section 8. 
By repealing section 8A. 
By repealing section 9 (as amended by 

section 5 of the Electricity Amendment 
Act. 1976), and substituting the following 
section: 
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SECOND SCHEDULE-continued 

ENACTMENTs AMENDED--Gontinued 

Part II--continued 

1977, No. 33 

Enactments relating to Electricily-continued 

Title of Act Amendment 

1968, No. 125-The 
Electricity Act 1968 
-continued 

"9. Delegation of powers to respon
sible officers and employees of Electrical 
Supply Authorities- ( 1) The Secretary 
may from time to time, either generally 
or particularly, delegate to the chief 
executive officer of any Electrical Supply 
Authority-

" ( a) All or any of the powers exercis
able by the Secretary pursuant 
to section 7 (2) (e) of this Act; 
and 

"(b) The power (exercisable by the 
Secretary pursuant to section 7 
(3) of this Act) to enter on any 
premises; and 

"( c) The power to delegate, either 
generally or particularly, to any 
responsible officer or employee 
of the Authority, all or any of 
the powers referred to in para
graphs ( a) and (b) of this 
subsection. 

"(2) The provisions of ~ection 10 of 
the Ministry of Energy Act 1977 shall 
apply to any delegation by the Secretary 
or a chief executive officer pursuant to 
this section in the same manner and to 
the same extent as they apply to a dele
gation by the Secretary under that 
section." 

By repealing section 10. 
In sections 11 (1) and 11 (2) (j) respec

tively, by omitting the words "of 
Eleotricity" . 

By repealing paragraph (b) of section 30 
(1), and substituting the following para
graph: 

"(b) All charges and expenses incurred 
by the Ministry in connection with the 
administration of the enactments specified 
in that part of the First Schedule to the 
~inistry of Energy Act 1977 dealing 
wIth enactments relating to electricity:". 
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SECOND SCHEDULE-continued 

ENACTMENTS AMENDED--continued 

Part II-continued 

Enactments relating to Electricity-continued 

Title of Act I Amendment 

1968, No. 125-The 
Electricity Act 1968-
continued 

197G, No. 3B-Thc 
Elc('tricity Am(,I](JIIl(,llt 

Act 1976· 

In sections 33 (1) ( a) and 34 (1) respec
tively, by omitting the words "of Electri
city", wherever they occur, and substitut
ing in each case the words "of Energy". 

By repealing paragraph (a) of section 
35 (2), and substituting the following 
paragraph: 

"(a) The Secretary, who shall be the 
Chairman of the Council". 

By repealing section 37 (2). 
By inserting, after section 52A (as inserted 

by section 3 of the Electricity Amendment 
Act 1975), the following section: 

"52B. Disputes between Electrical Sup
ply Authorities-( 1) The Secretary may, 
:it the request of any 2 or more Electrical 
Supply Authorities, or on his own motion 
(where no right of application to a Court 
of competent jurisdiction exists to deter
mine the dispute), determine any matter 
in dispute between those Electrical Supply 
Authorities. 

"(2) The Secretary may take such 
steps as he considers necessary or desir
able in order to discharge his functions 
under this section (including the appoint
ment of any suitable independent person 
to exercise his functions on his behalf). 

"(3) A determination under this section 
on any matter in dispute shall be final 
and binding on the parties." 

By omitting from section 53 (2A) (as 
inserted by section 5 of the Electricity 
Amendment Act 1969) the words 
"General Manager or any officer or 
employee of the Department", and 
substituting the words "Secretary or any 
officer or employee of the Ministry". 

By repealing the First Schedule. 
By repealing section 2. 
By repealing section 5. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE-continued 

ENACTMENTS AMENDED--continued 

Section 20 (1) Part III 

Enactment relating to Energy Resources 

Title of Act 

1976, No. 71-The 
Energy Resources 
Levy Act 1976 

Amendment 

By omitting from the definition of the tenn 
"agent" in section 2 (1) the word "Com
missioner", and substituting the wotd 
"Secretary" . 

In section 2 (1), by repealing the definition 
of the tenn "Commissioner", and substi
tuting in its appropriate alphabetical order 
the following definition: 

"'Secretary' means the Secretary of 
Energy appointed in accordance 
with the Ministry of Energy Act 
1977:" 

In sections 8, 9, 11, 12 (1), 12 (2), 12 (3), 
12 (4), 12 (5), 12 (7), 13, 15, 16 (3), 
17 (1), 17 (4), 18,21 (1) (b), 25, 26~ 29 
(d), 32, 33 (1), 33 (2), 33 (3), 34, 35, 
36 (2), and 37 (1) (b) respectively, by 
omitting the word "Commissioner", 
wherever it occurs, and substituting in 
each case the word "Secretary". 

By omitting the word "Commissioner" from 
section 17 ( 3 ) (b) in the second place 
where it occurs, and substituting the word 
"Secretary" . 

In sections 21 ( 1 ) (b) and 34 (1) respec
tively, by omitting the words "Resources 
or the Mines Department". 

In sections 21 (1) (f) and 36 (1) respec
tively, by omitting the word "Resources". 

By omitting the words "Ministry of Energy 
Resources and the Mines Department" 
from section 37 (1) (a), and substituting 
the words "Ministry of Energy": 

By repealing section 38. 
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SECOND SCHEDULE-continued 

ENACTMENTS AMENDED--continued 

Part IV 

Enactments relating to Gas 

Section 21 (1) 

Title of Act 

1958, No. 43-The Gas 
Industry Act 1958 

1967, No. 41-The 
Natural Gas Corpora
tion Act 1967 

I Amendment 

By repealing the definition of the term 
"Minister" in section 2 (as amended by 
section 13 of the Ministry of Energy Re
sources Act 1972), and substituting the 
following definition: 

"'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy:". 

By repealing paragraph (c) of section 3 (2) 
(as amended by section 13 of the Ministry 
of Energy Resources Act 1972), and sub
stituting the following paragraph: 

" ( c) One person, who shall be an officer 
of the Ministry of Energy:". 

By repealing section 3 (2) (e). 
By omitting the words "Minister of Mines" 

from section 20, and substituting the 
words "Minister of Energy". 

By repealing the definition of the term 
"Minister" in section 2, and substituting 
the following definition: 

"'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy:". 

Part V Section 22 

Enactments relating to Geothermal Energy 

Title of Act 

1928, No. 21-Th~ 
Public Works Act 1928 
(Reprinted 1975, Vo!. 
3, p. 2283) 

1953, No. 102-The 
Geothermal Energy 
Act 1953 (Reprinted 
1975, Vol. 3, p. 2019) 

Amendment 

By omitting from the Fourteenth Schedule 
( as added by section 23 of the Public 
Works Amendment Act 1973) the item 
relating to the Geothermal Energy Act 
1953. 

By repealing the definition of the term 
"Minister" in section 2 (as amended by 
section 2 ( 4 ) (a) of the Public Works 
Amendment Act 1973), and substituting 
the following definition: 

.. 'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy:". 
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SECOND SCHEDULE-continued 

ENACTMENTS AMENDED-Continued 

Part V --continued 

Enactments relating to Geothermal Energy-continued 

Title of Act 

1953, No. 102-The 
Geothennal Energy 
Act 1953-continued 

Amendment 

By inserting in section 8 (1) (as amended 
by section 2 (6) of the Trade and 
Industry Amendment Act 1972), after the 
words "the Minister of Finance,", the 
words "the Minister of Energy,". 

In section 11 (as amended by the Electri
city Act 1968),-

(a) By omitting the words "Minister of 
Electricity", wherever they occur 
in subsections (1), (2), (3), and 
(4) respectively, and substituting 
in each case the word "Minis
ter": 

(b) By omitting the words "that Minis
ter", wherever they occur in sub
section (4), and substituting in 
each case the words "the Minis
ter". 

By inserting, after section 16, the following 
section: 

"16A. Certificate of Commissioner of 
Works for evidentiary purposes
( 1) Where the Commissioner of Works is 
satisfied, after due inquiry,-

"(a) That any circumstances described 
in paragraph (a) or paragraph 
(b) of section 6 (6), or para
graph (a) or paragraph (b) of 
the proviso to section 9 (9), or 
paragraph (a) of section 12 (1) 
of this Act exist; or 

"(b) That for the purposes of section 
12 (1) of this Act, any bore is 
affecting detrimentally other 
specified bores, or the supplies 
of geothennal energy for other 
specified bores, or a specified 
tourist attraction-

he may give a certificate in writing to that 
effect to the Minister of Energy. 

" ( 2) Where the Minister of Energy re
ceives a certificate under subsection (1) of 
this section, he may regard the certificate 
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SECOND SCHEDULE-continued 

ENACTMENTS AMENDED--continued 

Part V--continued 

Enactments relating to Geothermal Energy-continued 

Title of Act 

1953, No. 102-The 
GeothermaI Energy 
Act 1953-continued 

Amendment 

as sufficient evidence of the existence of 
the matters as to which the Commissioner 
of Works has certified that he is satisfied." 

By omitting from section 17 (as amended 
by section 2 (4) (a) of the Public Works 
Amendment Act 1973) the words "Works 
and Development", and substituting the 
word "Energy". 

By adding to section 17 the following sub
section: 

"( 4) Every licence and authority 
granted under this Act by the Minister of 
Works and Development before the com
mencement of the Ministry of Energy Act 
1977, so far as that licence or authority 
is in force immediately before the com
mencement of that Act, shall be deemed 
to have been granted by the Minister of 
Energy under this Act." 

Part VI Section 23 

Enactments relating to Minerals 

Title of Act 

1944, No. 13-The 
Quarries Act 1944 

1959, No. lOO-The Iron 
and Steel Industry 
Act 1959 

Amendment 

By repealing the definition of the term 
"Minister" in section 2 (1), and substi
tuting the following definition: 

"'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy:". 

By repealing the definition of the term 
"Minister" in section 2, and substituting 
the following definition: 

"'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy:". 

In section 7 A (as inserted by section 4 of 
the Iron and Steel Industry Amendment 
Act 1965), by omitting the words "of 
Mines", wherever they occur in sub
sections (1), (2), and (5) respectively, and 
substituting in each case the words "of 
Energy". 
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SECOND SCHEDULE-continued 

ENACTMENTS AMENDED--continued 

Part VI-continued 

Enactments relating to Minerals-continued 

Title of Act 

1962, No. 48-The 
Mining Tenures Regis
tration Act 1962 

1971, No. 25-The 
Mining Act 1971 

Amendment 

In section<; 4 (11), 7 ( 7 ), and 12 (1) ( c ) 
respectively, by omitting the words 
"Minister of Mines" and substituting in 
each case the words "Minister of Energy". 

By repealing the definition of the term 
"Minister" in section 5 (1), and sub
stituting the following definition: 

"'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy:". 

By repealing the definition of the term 
"Secretary" in section 5 ( 1 ) , and sub
stituting the following definition: 

"'Secretary' means the Secretary of 
Energy appointed in accordance 
with the Ministry of Energy 
Act 1977:". 

In sectiops 26 (5), 58 (2), 58 (3), and 
163 (2) (a) respectively, by omitting the 
words "of Mines" wherever they occur, 
and substituting in each case the words 
"of Energy". 

In sections 153 (4), 154 (4), and 233 (d) 
respectively, by omitting the words 
"Mines Department" wherever they 
occur, and substituting in each case the 
words "Ministry of Energy". 

By repealing section 241. 
By repealing section 242. 
By repealing section 244. 
By repealing section 247 (4). 
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SECOND SCHEDULE-continued 

ENACTMENTS AMENDED--continued 

Part VII Section 24 

Enactments relating to Nuclear Energy 

Title of Act 

1945, No. 41-:he 
Atomic Energy Act 
1945 

Amendment 

By repealing the definition of the term 
"Minister" in section 2, and substituting 
the following definition: 

"'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy:". 

In sections 4, 4A (2), and 4B (3) respectively 
( as amended by section 247 ( 4) of the 
Mining Act 1971), by omitting the words 
"Secretary of the Mines Department", and 
substituting in each case the words "Secre
tary of Energy". 

By omitting the words "of Mines" from 
section 16 (1), and substituting the words 
"of Energy". 
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SECOND SCHEDULE-continued 

ENACTMENTS AMENDED--continued 

Section 25 Part VIII 

Enactments relating to Petroleum 

Title of Act 

1933, No. 36-The 
Motor Spirits (Regu
lation of Prices) Act 
1933 

1937, No. 
Petroleum 
(Reprinted 
5) 

27-The 
Act 1937 
1976, Vo!. 

Amendment 

By repealing the definition of the term 
"Minister" in section 2 (as amended by 
section 2 (6) of the Trade and Industry 
Amendment Act 1972), and substituting 
the following definition: 

"'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy:" 

By adding to section 3 the following sub
section: 

"(3) Before making any recommenda
tion to the Governor-General in Council 
under this section, the Minister shall 
consult with and consider the views of 
the Minister of Trade and Industry." 

By inserting in section 5 (1), after the words 
"into New Zealand)", the following 
words: 

", any agreements entered into by the 
Government from time to time, with any 
person or body providing or using 
refinery services in New Zealand for 
motor spirits, as to the costs of providing 
such services,". 

By omitting from section 5A (2) (as inserted 
by section 32 of the Local Authorities 
(Petroleum Tax) Act 1970 and amended 

by section 2 (7) of the Trade and In
dustry Amendment Act 1972) the words 
"Secretary of Trade and Industry", and 
substituting the words "Secretary of 
Energy". 

By omitting from section 10 (1) (as amended 
by section 2 (5) of the Trade and Industry 
Amendment Act 1972) the, words 
"Department of Trade and Industry", 
and substituting the words "Ministry of 
Energy". 

By repealing the definition of the term 
"Minister" in section 2 (1) (as substi
tuted by section 2 of the Petroleum 
Amendment Act 1975), and substituting 
the following definition: 
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SECOND SCHEDULE-continued 

ENACTMENTS AMENDED--continued 

Part VIII-continued 

Enactments relating to Petroleum-continued 

Title of Act 

1937, No. 27-The 
Petroleum Act 1937-
continu~d 

1964, No. 28-The Con
tinental Shelf Act 
1964 

1970, No. 144-The 
Kapuni Petroleum Act 
1970 

1976, No. 155-The 
In~ernational Energy 
Agreement Act 1976 

Amendment 

"'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy:". 

By repealing the definition of the term 
"Secretary" in section 2 (1) (as so sub
stituted), and substituting the following 
definition: 

"'Secretary' means the Secretary of 
Energy appointed in accordance 
with the Ministry of Energy 
Act 1977." 

In sections 29 (4), 30 (4), and 32 (3) 
respectively (as substituted by section 3 
of the Petroleum Amendment Act 1975), 
by omitting the words "of Mines", and 
substituting in each case the words "of 
Energy". 

By repealing section 37 (as so substituted). 
By repealing section 47F (as so substituted). 
In sections 5 (2), 5 (4), and 9 (2) (b) 

respectively, by omitting the words "Minis
ter of Mines", and substituting the words 
"Minister of Energy". 

By repealing the definition of the term 
"Minister" in section 2 (as amended by 
section 2 (6) of the Trade and Industry 
Amendment Act 1972), and substituting 
the following definition: 

"'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy:". 

By repealing the definition of the term 
"Minister" in section 2, and substituting 
the following definition: 

"'Minister' means the Minister of 
Energy:" 
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Section 26 

SECOND SCHEDULE-continued 
ENAcTMENTs AMENDED--continued 

Part IX 
Consequential Amendments to other Enactments 

Title of Act 

1962, No. 132-The 
State Services Act 
1962 (Reprinted 1971, 
Vol. 4, p. 2533) 

1975, No. 9-The 
Ombudsmen Act 1975 

1975, No. 
COlllmerce 
(Reprinted 

3, p. 244,)) 

113-The 
Act 1975 
1976, \°0 1. 

Amendment 

By omlttmg from the Second Schedule 
(as amended by section 13 of the Minis
try of Energy Resources Act 1972) the 
items relating to the New Zealand Electri
city Department, the Mines Department, 
and the Ministry of Energy Resources 
respectively. 

By substituting in the Second Schedule, in 
place of the item relating to the Ministry 
of Energy Resources, the item "Ministry 
of Energy". 

By omitting from the Third Schedule (as 
substituted by section 4 (1) of the State 
Services Amendment Act 1973) the items 
relating to Electricity, Energy Resources, 
and Mines respectively. 

By substituting in the Third Schedule, in 
place of the item relating to Energy Re
sources, the following item: 

"Energy Secretary. 
Deputy Secretary. 

Assistant Secretary." 
By omlttmg from Part I of the First 

Schedule the items relating to the Mines 
Department, the Ministry of Energy Re
sources, and the New Zealand Electricity 
Department respectively. 

By substituting in Part I of the First 
Schedule, in place of the item relating to 
the Ministry of Energy Resources, the 
following item: 

"The Ministry of Energy." 
By inserting in the definition of the term 

"Minister" in section 2 (1), after the 
word "means", the words ", subject to 
section 12 of the Ministry of Energy Act 
1977,". 

By inserting in the definition of the term 
"Secretary" in section 2 (1), after the 
word "mean'S", the words ", subject to 
section 12 of the Ministry of Energy Act 
1977,". 
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THIRD SCHEDl TLE Section 27 (1) and (2) 

COMPANIES SUBJECT TO SPECIAL Am ••.. I:".. "'"'VB PROVISIONS 

1. Offshore Mining Company Limited, a company duly lOcorporated 
under the Companies Act 1955. 

FOURTH SCHEDULE Sections 1 (3) 
and 21 (2) 

SPECIAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE NATURAL GAS CORPORATION OF 

NEW ZEALAND 

1. The following enactments are hereby repealed: 
(a) The Natural Gas Corporation Act 1967: 
(b) The Natural Gas Corporation Amendment Act 1973: 
(c) The Natural Gas Corporation Amendment Act 1976: 
(d) The item in the First Schedule to this Act relating to the Natural 

Gas Corporation Act 1967: 
(e) The item in Part IV of the Second Schedule to this Act relating 

to the Natural Gas Corporation Act 1967. 
2. On the commencement of the provisions of this Schedule-
(a) All the assets, rights, interests, and liabilities of the Natural Gas 

Corporation of New Zealand established by the Natural Gas 
Corporation Act 1967 shall without further authority than this 
section vest in and become the assets, rights, interests, and 
liabilities of the designated company; and 

(b) Every officer or employee of the Natural Gas Corporation of New 
Zealand shall without further appointment become an 
officer or employee, as the case may require, of the designated 
company, on terms and conditions of employment that are not 
less favourable than those on which he was employed in the 
Natural Gas Corporation of New Zealand. 

3. In this Schedule, "the designated company" means a company to be 
designated for the purposes of this Schedule in the Order in Council 
bringing into force the provisions of this Schedule. 

4. A company may not be designated for the purposes of this Schedule 
unless-

(a) Every share of the company is owned legally or beneficially by 
the Crown; and 

(b) The Controller and Auditor-General has certified in writing to 
the Minister that, at the commencement of the provisions of 
this Schedule, the assets of the company (including the assets 
of the Natural Gas Corporation of New Zealand vesting in it 
by virtue of paragraph 2 of this Schedule) will be sufficient to 
meet all of the liabilities of the company (including the liabili
ties taken over by it from the Corporation by virtue of para
graph 2 of this Schedule) except-

(i) Those liabilities that are owing to or guaranteed by the 
Crown; and 

(ii) Retained profits. 

This Act is administered in the Ministry of Energy. 


