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1972, No. 27 

An Act to establish a National Housing Commission, and 
to define its functions [13 October 1972 

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand 
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows: 

1. Short Title-This Act may be cited as the National 
Housing Commission Act 1972. 

2. Interpretation-In this Act, unless the context otherwise 
requires,-

"Commission" means the National Housing Commission 
established under this Act: 

"Corporation" means the State Advances Corporation 
of New Zealand: 

"Dwelling" means any building or part of a building 
that is suitable for residential accommodation of any 
kind; and includes every garage, shed, and other 
building used in connection therewith: 

"Minister" means the Minister of Housing. 
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3. National Housing Commission-There is hereby estab
lished a Commission to be known as the National Housing 
Commission. 

4. Functions of Commission- ( 1) The functions of the 
Commission shall be-

(a) To advise the Minister on all matters relating to the 
provision of dwellings in New Zealand: 

(b) To inquire into and to keep under review the housing 
needs of people in New Zealand: 

(c) To undertake, at successive intervals of not more than 
5 years nor less than 3 years from the commence
ment of this Act, a comprehensive assessment of 
the subsisting and prospective position relating to 
housing in New Zealand: 

( d) To encourage research into matters affecting housing 
policy: 

(e) To require the Corporation to conduct or commission, 
on behalf of the Commission, research specifically 
rela ted to all or any of the functions of the 
Commission: 

(f) To hold inquiries on housing matters which the 
Commission considers to be of nationa'l or local 
importance: 

(g) To exercise, with the prior written consent of the 
Minister in each case, the powers of a Commission 
under the Commissions of Inquiry Act 1908: 

(h) To consider the quality and sufficiency of planning 
advice available to local authorities on aspects of 
new public and new private housing projects or 
housing proposals and, on the written instructions 
of the Minister, to inquire into any major housing 
development or any proposed major housing 
development: 

(i) To consider the availability of and the conditions 
attached to the provision of money for the erection, 
maintenance, and repair of dwellings and for the 
acquisition and development of land upon which 
dwellings are to be erected: 

(j) To report to the Minister on any other matters 
relating to housing as the Minister or the Com
mission may from time to time think necessary or 
desirable: 
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(k) To assist in the co-ordination of all persons, bodies, 
and agencies, both public and private, concerned 
with housing in New Zealand, and to promote 
co-operation between them. 

(2) The Commission shall have such other functions as 
may be conferred upon it by any other enactment. 

(3) The Commission may from time to time publish all or 
any of the results of any of its inquiries or of any research 
conducted or commissioned on its behalf; but the Commission 
shall not publish any advice or recommendation which it may 
have given or made or which it may intend to give or make to 
the Minister or to any other person or otherwise howsoever 
unless it has first made that advice or recommendation known 
to the Minister. 

5. Membership of Commission- ( 1) The Commission shall 
consist of-

(a) Four members (hereinafter referred to as appointed 
members) to be appointed by the Minister, of whom 
1 shall be appointed as the Chairman of the 
Commission: 

(b) The Secretary to the Treasury: 
( c) The Managing Director of the Corporation: 
( d) The Director of the Housing Division of the Ministry 

of Works. 
(2) Each appointed member shall be appointed for a term 

not exceeding 3 years but may, from time to time, be 
reappointed. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this Act, 
every appointed member, unless he sooner vacates his office 
under section 9 of this Act, shall continue in office until his 
successor comes into office. 

6. Temporary members-(l) If any member of the Com
mission is absent from New Zealand or is, in the opinion of 
the Minister, unable to act in his capacity as a member of 
the Commission, the Minister may appoint a suitable person 
to act as a temporary member of the Commission in the 
stead of the member who is absent from New Zealand or is 
unable so to act. 

(2) Each temporary member shall be appointed for such 
term as the Minister directs: 
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Provided that where a temporary member is appointed 
to act in the stead of an appointed member that term shall 
not exceed the unexpired period of the term of office of that 
appointed member. 

(3) The Minister may at any time remove any temporary 
member from office. 

(4) Subject to subsections (2) and (3) of this section and 
to section 7 of this Act, all the provisions of this Act shall 
apply to every temporary member as if he were a member 
appointed or holding office under subsection (1) of section 5 
of this Act; but whilst any such temporary member continues 
in office the member in whose stead the temporary member 
was appointed shall not be entitled to exercise any power 
or perform any function under this Act. 

7. Temporary Chairman-( 1) If the Chairman is absent 
from New Zealand or is, in the opinion of the Minister, 
unable to act in his capacity as Chairman of the Commission, 
the Minister may appoint some other member of the Com
mission to act as temporary Chairman of the Commission. 

(2) The Minister may at any time remove any temporary 
Chairman from his office of temporary Chairman. 

(3) Any such temporary Chairman shall, whilst he con
tinues in office, exercise all the powers and perform all the 
functions under this Act of the Chairman and, whilst such 
temporary Chairman so continues, the Chairman of the 
Commission shall not be entitled to act as the Chairman of 
the Commission. 

8. Deputies- ( 1) Every member of the Commission who 
holds office pursuant to paragraph (b), paragraph (c), or 
paragraph (d) of subsection (1) of section 5 of this Act, and 
every temporary member appointed under subsection (1) of 
section 6 of this Act in the stead of any such member, may, 
from time to time by writing under his hand, appoint some 
person to act as his deputy and may, from time to time and 
in like manner, cancel any such appointment. 

(2) Subject to subsections (3) to (5) of this section, every 
deputy appointed under subsection (1) of this section shall, 
during the continuance of his appointment, be entitled to act, 
under this Act, on behalf of the member who appointed him. 

( 3) No deputy a ppoin ted under subsection (1) of this 
section shall be entitled to act, pursuant to subsection (2) 
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of this section, on behalf of any member if that member is 
for the time being holding office as the temporary Chairman 
of the Commission. 

( 4) Nothing in subsection ( 2) of this section shall be 
construed so as to prevent any member of the Commission 
from exercising any power or performing any function con
ferred upon him by this Act. 

(5) Notwithstanding anything contained in subsection (2) 
of this section, no deputy appointed under subsection (1) 
of this section shall be entitled 'to appoint any deputy. 

(6) No appointment of a deputy and no act done by him 
as such, and no act done by the Commission while any deputy 
is acting as such, shall in any proceedings be questioned on 
the ground that the occasion for his appointment had not 
arisen or had ceased. 

9. Vacation of office- ( 1) An appointed member or a 
temporary member of the Commission shall be deemed to 
have vacated his office if he dies, or within the meaning 
of section 2 of the Mental Health Act 1969, becomes a 
committed patient or a special patient, or is, under the 
Insolvency Act 1967, adjudged bankrupt. 

(2) Any appointed member may at any time be removed 
from office by the Minister for disability, neglect of duty, 
or misconduct, proved to the satisfaction of the Minister. 

(3) Any appointed member or temporary member may at 
any time resign his office by writing addressed to the Minister. 

( 4) The powers and functions of the Commission shall not 
be affected by any vacancy in its membership. 

10. Committees-The Commission may from time to time 
appoint competent persons, whether members of the Com
mission or not, to be a committee or committees to assist 
the Commission on such matters within the scope of its 
functions as are referred in writing to them by the Com
mISSIOn. 

11. Meetings of Commission- ( 1) The first meeting of the 
Commission shall be held at a time and place to be appointed 
by the Minister. 

(2) Subsequent meetings of the Commission shall be held 
at such times and places as the Commission may from time 
to time appoint: 
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Provided that the Commission shall meet at least 4 times 
in each year ending with the 31st day of March. 

(3) The Chairman, or any 3 members of the Commission, 
may at any time call a special meeting of the Commi~sion. 

( 4) The Minister shall be entitled to attend any meeting 
of the Commission. 

(5) At any meeting of the Commission 4 members, present 
in person or by their respective duly appointed deputies, shall 
form a quorum. 

(6) The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of the 
Commission at which he is present. In the absence of the 
Chairman from any meeting the members present shall 
appoint one of their number to be the Chairman for the 
purposes of that meeting. 

(7) At any meeting of the Commission the Chairman shall 
have a deliberative vote and, in the case of an equality of 
votes, shall also have a casting vote. 

(8) All questions arising at any meeting of the Commission 
shall be decided by a majority of the valid votes recorded 
thereon. 

(9) Subject to the provisions of this section, the Commission 
may regulate its procedure in such manner as it thinks fit. 

12. Fees and travelling allowances-(I) The commission 
is hereby declared to be a statutory Board within the meaning 
of the Fees and Travelling Allowances Act 1951. 

(2) There shall be paid to the members and temporary 
members of the Commission, to the duly appointed deputies 
of such members, and to the duly appointed members of any 
committee of the Commission out of money appropriated by 
Parliament for the purpose remuneration by way of fees, 
salary, or allowances and travelling allowances and expenses 
in accordance with the Fees and Travelling Allowances Act 
1951, and the provisions of that Act shall apply accordingly. 

13. Administrative services-The Corporation shall provide 
such administrative services and shall conduct or commission 
such research as may be necessary for the efficient carrying 
out of the Commission's functions or requirements under 
this Act. 

14. Annual report- ( 1) As soon as practicable after the 
end of each year ending with the 31st day of March the 
Commission shall furnish to the Minister a report of its 
operations and proceedings during that year. 
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(2) A copy of the report shall be laid before Parliament 
as soon as practicable after its receipt by the Minister. 

15. Members of Commission not personally liable--A 
member of the Commission (including a temporary member 
or the deputy of a member or temporary member), or a 
member of any committee appointed under section 10 of 
this Act, who does any act in pursuance or intended pursuance 
of any provision of this Act or omits to do any act required 
by any such provision shall not be under any criminal or 
civil liability as a result of that act or omission, whether on 
the ground of want of jurisdiction or mistake of law or fact, 
or any other ground, unless the act was done or omitted in 
bad faith or without reasonable care. 

16. Corporation may insure members-(1) The Corpora
tion may from time to time enter into contracts of insurance 
insuring members of the Commission (including temporary 
members and the deputy of any member or temporary 
member), and members of any committee appointed under 
section 10 of this Act, against loss from personal accident 
arising out of and in the course of the exercise of their powers 
and duties as Commission or committee members and may 
pay the premiums payable in respect of any such contracts. 

(2) The Corporation may pay the net proceeds received 
by it under any such contract of insurance to the person 
affec~ed or to his personal representatives, as the case may 
reqUIre. 

17. Members not to be deemed Crown servants-No 
person shall be deemed to be employed in the service of 
Her Majesty for the purposes of the State Services Act 1962 
or the Superannuation Act 1956 by reason of his being a 
member or a temporary member of the Commission or the 
deputy of a member or temporary member or a member of 
a committee appointed under section 10 of this Act. 

This Act is administered by the State Advances Corporation of New Zealand. 


