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BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand 
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows: 

1. Short Title-This Act may be cited as the Property Law 
Amendment Act 1980, and shall be read together with and 
deemed part of the Property Law Act 1952 (hereinafter 
referred to as the principal Act) . 

2. Certain instruments to be in writing-The principal 
Act is hereby amended by inserting in Part Ill, after section 
49, the following section: 

"49A. (1) No interest in land may be created or disposed 
of except by writing signed by the person creating or convey
ing the same or by his agent lawfully authorised in writing 
in that behalf, or by will, or by operation of law. 

" (2) A declaration of trust respecting any land or any 
interest in land shall be manifested and proved by some 
writing signed by some person who is able to declare such 
trust or by his will. 

"( 3) A disposition of an equitable interest or trust subsist
ing at the time of the disposition shall be in writing signed 
by the person disposing of the same or by his agent lawfully 
authorised in writing in that behalf, or by will. 
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"( 4) This section does not affect the creation or operation 
of resulting, implied, or constructive trusts. 

" ( 5 ) Nothing in this section shall-
" ( a) Invalidate dispositions by will; or 
"(b) Affect any interest validly created before the com

mencement of this section; or 
"( c) Affect the right to acquire an interest in land by virtue 

of taking possession; or 
"( d) Affect the operation of the law relating to part per

formance. 
"( 6) This section is in substitution for sections 7 to 9 of the 

Statute of Frauds 1677 of the Parliament of England, and 
those sections shall cease to be in force in New Zealand, except 
in respect of the creation or conveyance of any interest in 
land, or a declaration of trust, or a disposition of an equitable 
interest or trust, before the commencement of this section." 

3. Power for Court to modify or extinguish easements and 
restrictive stipulations-Section 127 (1) (c) of the principal 
Act is hereby amended by inserting, after the words "entitled 
to the", the words "easement or to the". 

This Act is administered in the Department of Justice. 


