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1994, No. 110 

An Act to amend the Reserves Act 1977 
[25 November 1994 

BE IT ENACTED by the Parliament of New Zealand as follows: 

1. Short Title-This Act may be cited as the Reserves 
Amendment Act 1994, and shall be read together with and 
deemed part of the Reserves Act 1977 (hereinafter referred to 
as the principal Act). 

2. Exchange of reserves for other land-Section 15 of the 
principal Act is hereby amended by adding the following 
subsection: 

"(8) Nothing in section 40 of the Public Works Act 1981 
applies to the exchange of land under this section." 

S. Wilderness areas-The principal Act is hereby amended 
by repealing section 47, and substituting the followmg section: 

"47. (1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3) of this section, the 
Minister (in the case of a reserve in respect of which there is no 
administering body) or the administering body with the consent 
of the Minister (in the case of a reserve in respect of which 
there is an administering body) may from time to time, by: 
notice in the Gazette, set apart the whole or any specified part of 
a reserve as a wilderness area, and may in like manner revoke 
or vary any such setting apart. 

"(2) Before any reserve or any part of a reserve is set apart as 
a wilderness area,-
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"(a) The administering body shall give public notice of the 
proposal in accordance with section 119 of this 
Act,-

"(i) Stating that a plan of the proposal is available 
for inspection at a place and at tunes specified in the 
notice; and 

"(ii) Calling upon persons or organisations 
interested to lodge with the administerin~ body 
written objections to, or written submisSIOns in 
support of, or suggestions on, the proposal before a 
specified date, being not less than 3 months after 
the date of publication of the notice; and 

"(b) The Minister shall give full consideration in accordance 
with section 120 of this Act to all objections and 
submissions in relation to the proposal received 
pursuant to the said section 120. 

"(3) No part of a Government purpose reserve shall be set 
apart as a wilderness area without the consent of the Minister 
appointed under section 22 or section 36 of this Act to control 
and mana~e that reserve. 

"(4) Subject to subsections (5) to (7) of this section, while any 
reserve or part of a reserve is set apart as a wilderness area,

"(a) Its indigenous natural resources shall be preserved: 
"(b) No building or machinery shall be erected on the area: 
"(c) No building, machinery, or apparatus shall be 

constructed or maintained on the area: 
"(cl) No livestock, vehicles, or motorised vessels (including 

hovercraft and jet boats) shall be allowed to be taken 
into or used in the area and no helicopter or other 
motorised aircraft shall land or take off or hover for 
the purpose of embarking or disembarking 
passengers or goods in the area: 

"(e) No roads, tracks, or trails shall be constructed on the 
area. 

"(5) If-
"(a) The doing of anyt;hing in a wilderness area is in 

conformity WIth the conservation management 
strategy or conservation management plan or other 
management plan for the area; and 

"(b) The Minister is satisfied that its doing is desirable or 
necessary for the preservation of the indigenous 
natural resources,-

the Minister may authorise it. 
"(6) If satisfied that the undertaking of any scientific test or 

study in a wilderness area is necessary or desirable for the 
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preservation of indigenous natural resources, the Minister may 
authorise it. 

"(7) Nothing in subsection (4) of this section prevents the 
doing of anything necessary for any person's protection or 
because of some emergency involving any person's property." 

4. Introduction of biological control organisms-The 
principal Act is hereby amended by inserting, after section 51, 
the following section: 

"51 A. (I) Notwithstanding anything in this Act or any other 
enactment, but subject to subsections (2) and (3) of this section, 
the Minister may authorise the introduction of any biological 
control organism to control wild animals or animal pests or 
plant pests in any reserve vested in the Crown or in any other 
reserve if so requested by the administering body of that 
reserve. 

"(2) Before granting an approval under subsection (1) of this 
section, the Minister shall-

"(a) Consult the New Zealand Conservation Authority; and 
"(b) Have regard to whether-

"(i) Any introduced organism will itself become a 
problem or adversely affect any other indigenous 
organisms, or have a negative impact on any 
ecosystem; and 

"(ii) There is sufficient scientific advice, supported 
by research, to indicate that none of these will 
occur. 

"(3) An authority granted under subsection (1) of this section 
shall not be inconsistent with any provision in-

"(a) Any other Act applicable to the import, genetic 
modification, or use of the organism or organisms 
concerned; or 

"(b) Any general policy approved under section 15A of this 
Act; or 

"(c) Any conservation management strategy or conservation 
management plan or other management plan 
approved for tIie reserve." 

5. Conservation covenants-Section 7 7 of the principal 
Act is hereby amended by repealing subsection (5), and 
substituting the following subsection: 

"(5) Where the burden of a covenant under this section 
applies to land comprising part of the land in a certificate or 
instrument of title, a District Land Registrar shall not enter in 
any register a notification of the covenant unless-
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"(a) The land to which the covenant relates is defined on an 
existing plan approved under the Land Transfer Act 
1952 or a new plan approved under that Act; or 

"(b) The document incorporating the covenant is 
accompanied by a certificate given by the Surveyor· 
Genenil, or the Chief Surveyor of the land district in 
which the land is situated, to the effect that the 
covenant is adequately described and properly 
defined-

"(i) For the nature of the covenant; and 
"(ii) In relation to existing surveys made in 

accordance with regulations for the time being in 
force for the purpose; and 

"(iii) In accordance with standards agreed from 
time to time by the Director·General and either the 
Surveyor· General or Chief Surveyor, as the case may 
be." 

6. Nga Whenua Rahui kawenata-Section 77A of the 
principal Act (as inserted by section 3 of the Reserves 
Amendment Act 1993) is hereby amended by repealing 
subsection (4), and substituting the following subsection: 

"(4) Where the burden of a Nga Whenua Rabui kawenata 
under this section applies to land comprising part of the land in 
a certificate or instrument of title, a District Land Registrar 
shall not enter in any register a notification of the Nga Whenua 
Rabui kawenata unIess-

"(a) The land to which the Nga Whenua Rabui kawenata 
relates is defined on an existing plan approved 
under the Land Transfer Act 1952 or a new plan 
approved under that Act; or 

"(b) The document incorporating the Nga Whenua Rabui 
kawenata is accompanied by a certificate given by 
the Surveyor· General, or the Chief Surveyor of the 
land district in which the land is situated, to the 
effect that the Nga Whenua Rahui kawenata is 
adequately described and properly defined-

"(i) For the nature of the Nga Whenua Rabui 
kawenata; and 

"(ii) In relation to existing surveys made in 
accordance with regulations for the time being in 
force for the purpose; and 

"(iii) In accordance with standards agreed from 
time to time by the Director·General and either the 
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Surveyor-General or Chief Surveyor, as the case may 
be." 

7. Trespassing animals-Section 96 of the principal Act is 
hereby amended by adding the following subsection: 

"(4) Nothing in this section applies to wild animals (as defined 
in section 2 of the Wild Animal Control Act 1977)." 

This Act is administered in the Department of Conservation. 


