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1881, No. 37. 

AN ACT to provide for the Construction of Railways by Joint-Stock RAILWA.YS 

Companies, and to authorize Grants of Crown Lands to be made CONSTRUCTION A.'N.D 

to such Companies. [24th September, 1881.J LA.'ND. 

WHEREAS it would conduce to the more speedy settlement of the Preamble. 

colony if provision were made enabling joint-stock companies to enter 
into contracts for the construction of railways, or for the construction 
and working thereof, upon receiving aid for all or any of such pur-
poses by grants of Crown lands, upon the terms and in the manner 
provided by this Act: 

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the General Assembly of New 
Zealand, in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same 
as follows :-

1. The Short Title of this Act is "The Railways Construction and Short Title. 

Land Act, 1881." 
2. In this Act, and in any Act wholly or partially incorporated Interpretation. 

herewith, if not inconsistent with the context,-

, 

"The company" means any company heretofore or hereafter 
formed and duly incorporated under any Act for the time 
being in force providing for the incorporation of joint-stock 
companies for any or all of the purposes mentioned in this 
Act; and if the company, under the powers herein con
tained, assign the rail way to any person, then the exprassion 
H the company" shall mean the person to whom such com
pany shall, under the powers herein contained, assign the 
railway, and shall then and thereupon cease to mean the 
said company: 

"Construction and working" includes the maintenance of a 
railway as herein defined: 

" Contract" means any contract made under the provisions of 
this Act: 

"Crown lands" has the same meaning as such expression has 
under" The Land Act, 1877:" 

"Land" includes lands and hereditaments of any tenure, and 
any estate or interest therein, but does not include land 
held under Native custom: 

" Minister" means the Minister for Public Works appointed 
under "The Public Works Act, 1876," as therein defined: 
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