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Title. 
1. Short Title. 
2. Interpretation. 

A~ALYSIS. 

7. Govcmor in Council empowered to postpone 
the opening. 

S. N ohcc of aCL"ldents to be given to the Colonial 
::iccretary. 

INSPECTION ETC. OF RAILWAYS. 0. Go,emu]" ~n Council empow~red to direct 
3. Governor in Council may appoint persons to returns. 

inspect railways. ] o. Propnetors to convey mails free of charge, also 
4. Pen8Jt.y on persons obstructing r nspector. ' 10 plaec resources of railway at Gowrnor's 
5. Notice of intended opening of ruilway. i dIsposal in time of war. 
6. If railway opened without notice, proprietors to , ll. Telegraph lllay be laid down along linE' of 

forfeit £200. raIlway without charge. 

AN ACT to provide for the Regulation and Inspection 
of Railways, and Inquiry into Accidents occurring 
thereon. [ 2nd October, 18 7 3.J 

BE rr EN ACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand III 

Parliament assemLlcd, and by tho authority of the same, as 
follows :-

1. The Short rritle of this Act shall be "The Railways Regulation 
and Inspection Act, 1873." 

2. 1Vhere used in this Act,-
The term" railway" means uml includes all railways and tram

ways intended or used for the conveyance of passengers 
in or upon carriages drawn 01' impelled by steam 01' any 
other mechanical power, or by animals. 

The term "proprietors" means and includes the proprietors 
for the time being of any sueh railway or in whom any 
such railway is vestec1, or "'ho have the management or 
eontrol of any such railway, ,,'hether such proprietors be 
a Superintendent of a Province or a body corporate or 
individuals. 

INSPECTIO~ ETC. O:F RAILWAYS. 

3. It shaH be lawful for the Governor in Council, if and "when he 
shall think fit, to authorize any proper person or porsons to inspect any 
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railway; and. it shall bc lawful for any person so authorized., at all 
reasonable times, upon producing his authority if required, to enter 
upon and examine an~- such railway, and the stations works and 
buildings and the engines and cm'riages belonging thereto. 

4. Every person wilfully obstructing any person duly author
ized as aforesaid in the execution of his duty, shall, on conviction 
before a Justice of the Peace in a summary way, forfeit and pay for 
every such offence any sum not exceeding ten ponnds. 

5. Ko railway or portion of any railway, other than a railway 
constructed by the Goyernor under "The Immigration and Public 
Works Act, 1870," and the Acts amending the same, shall be 
opened for the puhlic conve~-ance of passengers until two calendar 
months after notice in writing of the intention of opening the same 
shall hayc heen giYcn by the proprietors of such railway to the 
Colonial Secrctary, and until thirty days after notice in writing shall 
have been giyen by sueh proprietors to the Colonial Secretary of the 
time when the said railway or portion of railway will he, in their 
opinion, sufficiently eompleted for the safe conveyancc of passengers 
and ready for inspeetioll. 

6. If any snch railway or portion of any such railway as last afore
said shall be opened without such notices as aforesaid, the proprietors 
of such railway shall forfeit to Her l\iajesty the sum of two hundrecl 
pounds for m-ery da.v during which the same shall continue open until 
the said notices shall haye heen duly given and shall have expired.; and. 
every such penalty may he recovered in any Court of eompetent 
jurisdiction. 

7. If the officer or officers appointed by the Governor in Council 
to inspect any railway or portion of railway shall, after inspection 
thereof, report in ·writing to the Colonial Secretary that in his or their 
opinion the opening of the same would be attended with danger to the 
public using the same, by reason of thc incompleteness of the works 
or permanent wa~T, or the insufficiency of the establishment for 
working such railway, together with the grounds of such opinion, it 
shall be lawful for the Governo~' in Council, and so from time to time 
as often as such officers shall, after further inspcction thereof, so 
report, to order and clireet the proprietors of such railway· to 
postpone such opening for any period not exceeding one calendar 
month at any onc timc, until it shall appear to the Governor in 
Council that such opening may take place without danger to the 
puhlic; and if any such railway or any portion thereof shall be opened 
contrary to any sueh order and direction of the Governor in Council, 
the proprietors of such railway shall forfeit to Her Majesty 
the sum of two hundred pounds for every day during which the 
same shall continue open contrary to such order and direction; and 
any such penalty ma)' be recovered in any Court of competent juris
diction: Provided always that no such order as aforesaid shall be 
binding upon the proprietors of' any railway unless therewith shall be 
delivered to such l)l'oprietors a copy of the report of the officer or 
officers on which such order shall be founded. 

8. rrhere shall be for every railway on ",-hich passengers aJ.'e 
carried an officer called the General Manager, and the name and 
address of each such General Manager shall be registered in the office 
of the Colonial Secretar~T: The General Manager of' every railway 
shall, within forty-eight hours after the occurrence upon the railway 
under his management of' any accident attended with serious personal 
injury to the public using the same, give notice thereof b~T a telegram 
to the Colonial Secretm'~T, which telegram ma~T be sent by thc officers 
of the Government lines of telegraph free of charge; and if any such 
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General Manager shall wilfully omit to give such notice, he shall 
forfeit to Her Majesty the sum of five pounds for every day during 
which the omission to give the same shall continue, and every such 
penalty may be recovered in any Court of competent jurisdiction. 

9. The Governor in Council may order and direct the General Governor in Council 

Manager of any railway to make up and deliver to the Colonial Secre- empowered to direct returns. 
tary returns of serious accidents occurring in the course of the public 
traffic upon the railway under his management, whether attended with 
personal injury or not, in such form and manner as the Governor in 
Council shall deem necessary and require, with a view to the public 
safety; and if any such returns shall not be so delivered within 
fourteen days after the same shall have been required, such General 
Manager shall forfeit to Her Majesty the sum of five pounds for every 
day during which he shall neglect to deliver the same; and every such 
penalty may be recovered in any Court of competent jurisdiction: 
Provided always that all such returns shall be privileged communica
tions, and shall not be evidence in any Court whatever. 

10. The proprietors of-every railway shall be bound to convey Proprietors to 

all public ~a:ils in the ?rdinary t~ains fre,e of charge; and in the, e.v~nt ~ha;;~, ~:~St!l';ra~~ 
of war or Clvil commotIOn, the saId proprIetors shall, on the reqUIsItIOn resources of,rail:way 

of the Governor, place the whole of the resources of the railway at ;~s~fI:~~:eSo~18' 
his disposal at the charges actually incurred. war. 

11. The Governor, or such person as shall be duly authorized for Telegraph may be 
that purpose, shall have power at all reasonable times to enter into laid down along line of railway without 
and upon any railway, and to establish and lay down a line of electric charge. 

telegraph for Her Majesty's service, and to use the same without any 
charge: Provided that the work to be done in laying down such line 
shall be done in such a manner as not to obstruct the working of the 
railway. 
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