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BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand 
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows: 

1. Short Title and commencement- ( 1) This Act maybe 
cited as the Summary Proceedings Amendment Act 1979, 
and shall be read together with and deemed part of the 
Summary Proceedings Act 1957 (hereinafter referred to as 
the principal Act) . 

(2) Section 3 of this Act shall come into force on the 1 st 
day of April 1980. 

( 3) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, 
this Act shall come into force on the date on which it receives 
the Governor-General's assent. 

2. Defendant to be advised of his right to apply for trial 
before a Judge without a jury-The principal Act is hereby 
amended by inserting, after section 168A (as inserted by 
section 12 (1) of the Crimes Amendment Act 1973), the 
following section: 
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"168B. If the Court commits the defendant for trial for 
any offence other than one referred to in subsection (5) of 
section 361B of the Crimes Act 1961, the Registrar shall 
give or cause to be given to the defendant's counsel or solici
tor, or to the defendant if he is not represented, a written 
notice, in the prescribed form, of the defendant's right, under 
the said section 361B, to apply to a Judge of the Supreme 
Court for an order that he be tried before a Judge without a 
jury. The fact that the written notice was so given to the 
defendant's counsel or solicitor, or to the defendant, shall be 
recorded on the form of committal of the defendant for 
trial." 

3. Indemnity to District Court Judge- ( 1) The principal 
Act is hereby amended by inserting, after section 196, the 
following section: 

"196A. (1) Any District Court Judge against whom a 
judgment has been entered to pay damages or costs to any 
person injured as a result of any act done by the Judge 
in excess of jurisdiction or without jurisdiction shall be 
indemnified by the Crown to the full amount of the judg
ment. 

" (2) Where a claim against a District Court Judge is 
settled by the payment by him of, or an agreement by him 
to pay, an agreed amount for damages or costs before action 
is commenced against him or before or during trial of the 
action, he shall be indemnified by the Crown to the full 
amount paid or agreed to be paid by him." 

(2) Section 197 of the principal Act is hereby consequen
tially amended by omitting the words "Magistrate or" 
in every place where they occur. 

This Act is administered in the Department of Justice. 


