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1903, No. 73. 

AN ACT to make Better Provision for Secondary Schools. Title. 

[23rd November, 1903. 

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in 
Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows :-

1. The Short Title of this Act is " The Secondary Schools Act, Short Title. 

1~03 "; and it shall form part of and be read together with "The 
Education Act, 1877." 

2. In this Act, if not inconsistent with the context,- Interpreta.tion. 

"District high school" means a district high school esta
blished in accordance with the principal Act: 

"Endowed secondary school" means any secondary school 
named in the 8econd Schedule hereto: 

"Endowments" means endowments derived from a grant or 
grants from the public revenue, or from a grant or 
grants of land made at any time by the Governor or 
otherwise: 

" Free place" means tuition given without payment of fees to 
one pupil in accordance with regulations made under this 
Act: 

" Net annual income derived from endowments" means the 
average during the three years ending the thirty-first day 
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of December preceding of the total annual income derived 
from endowments, from the School Commissioners, from 
all investments of monAYS derived from endowments 
(including mortgages and bank deposits) available for 
the general purposes of the secondary schools, less 
expenditure upon such endowments and investments, 
and less expenditure upon buildings and the main
tenance and repairs of buildings, and less mortgage and 
bank charges in respect of lands and buildings: 

" Secondary school" means an endowed secondary school or 
a high school established under this Act. 

3. No pupil shall, after the passing of this Act, be admitted to a 
secondary school until he has obtained a certificate of competency in 
the subjects of Standard V., or a higher standard, of the pub1ic
school syllabus: 

Provided that pupils that have not obtained such a certificate 
may be admitted to a lower department of such secondary school if 
they are taught in a separate building or class-room, and if it can be 
shown to the satisfaction of the Minister that no part of the actual 
cost of their instruction is lIlet out of the endowments of the secondary 
school. 

4. (1.) Every endowed secondary school shall, after the passing 
of this Act, unless it provides free places in accordance with the next 
succeeding section, offer scholarships of a total annual value equal 
to one-fifth of the net annual income derived from endowments, or 
su?h greater amount as the governing body from time to time deter
mmes. 

(2.) The values of the several scholarships and the conditions 
under which they are offered shall be approved by the Minister. 

(3.) Where no secondary school is maintained by the go
verning body of an endowed secondary school the income of 
such endowed secondary school shall, if the Minister thinks fit, be 
devoted in whole or in part to the maintenance of another school in 
the locality, either a high school under section six hereof or a 
district high school, as the Minister directs. 

5. To every secondary school that provides free places in 
accordance with regulations annual grants shall be paid according 
to the scale set out in the First Schednle hereto. 

6. (1.) The Minister may, on the fLpplication of the Board, 
estabbsh a high school in any place where there are not less than 
sixty pupils who have obtained a certificate of proficiency under the 
regulations of the public-school syllabus, and whose parents have 
expressed in writing their intention of enrolling them at such high 
school: 

Provided tbat no such high school shall be estahlished in any 
place where there is fL district high school or a secondary school 
giving free places as referred to in sectioll five hereof, unless there are 
at least thirty thousand inhabitants within five miles of such district 
high school or secondary school. 

(2.) Every high school established under this section shall 
give free education to those qualified under the regulations referred 
to in section five hereof. 



3 Emv. VII.] Secondary Schools. [1903, No. 73. 283 

7. Every high school established under section six of this Act High sohool deemed 
shall be deemed to be included in Part 1. of the First Schedule to incl~ded in Part 1. 

., of FIrst Schedule of 
" The Manual and Techmcal InstructIOn Act, 1900." "The Manual and 

8. (1.) Every high 'school established under the last preceding ~~~h1~~all~~~~;'uc
section shall be controlled, in accordance with a scheme approved by Board 0; Governors. 
the Minister, by nine governors, of whom a group of three shall be 
appointed by the Governor, a group of three by the Board, and a 
group of three shall be elected, in the manner prescribed by such 
scheme, by the parents of the pupils. 

(2.) Such governors shall he a body corporate, and shall hold office 
for three years, or until the appointment or election of their success.ors. 

(3.) One out of each group of governors shall retire at the end of 
each year. 

(4.) Every such scheme shall provide for the election and retire
ment of the governors, for the management of the property of the 
school, shall define its curriculum and the respective powers of 
the governing body and the headmaster, shall prescribe the fees to 
be charged to such pupils as are not holders of scholarships or free 
places, and shall state the provision (if any) made for pupils living 
away from home, and the provision made for the periodic examina
tion of the pupils. 

9. (1.) Every endowed secondary school shall, on or before the Scheme to be 
first day of June, one thousand nine hundred and four, forward to the formulated and 

approved. 
Minister a copy of the scheme or regulations defining its curri-
culum and the respective powers of the governing body and the 
headmaster, and stating the provision (if any) made for pupils living 
away from home, and the provision made for the periodic examina
tion of the pupils of such school. 

(2.) If such scheme is not approved by the Minister, or if the 
governing body fails to forward any scheme as aforesaid, the Minister 
may give notice to the governing body to draw up and forward a 
scheme to him within three months. 

(S.) If the scheme forwarded as last mentioned is not approved 
by the Minister, or if the governing body fails to comply with such 
notice, the Minister may refer the matter to a Commission consisting 
of the Chancellor of the University of New Zealand, the Inspector
General of Schools, and a person appointed in that behalf by the 
governing body; and such Commission shall thereupon draw up a 
scheme, which, when placed before the Minister, shall be the scheme 
for the management of such school. 

10. (1.) Every secondary school and district high school shall Inspeotion of 
be open at all times to inspection by the Inspector-General of seoondary and high 

Schools, or by any other person directed by the Minister to inspect sohools. 

such school. 
(2.) Such inspection may include examination of the pupils in 

the subjeots of instruction taught in such school. 
11. Every secondary school shall, on or before the first day of Annual return of 

April in every year, forward to the Minister a return in the form pre- free places. 

scribed by regulations of all scholarships and free places held at the 
school. 

12. The Minister may from time to time, out of moneys appro- Buildings grants. 

priated by Parliament for the purpose, make grants in aid of the 
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erection, acquisition, or equipment of buildings for secondary 
schools. 

13. In respect of all voluntary contributions received by any 
Board on account of any di",trict high school, or by the governing 
body of any seconda,ry school, and available for the general purposes 
of any such school, there shall be payable out of the Consolidated 
Fund, without further appropriation than this Act, subsidies as 
follows :-

(a.) For everyone pound bequeathed, a subsidy of ten shillings: 
Provided that in no case shall the subsidy in respect of 
anyone bequest exceed five hundred pounds: 

~ (b.) .For everyone pound of voluntary contributions (other than 
bequests) from any person not being a Board, School 
Commissioners, or the governing body of an endowed 
secondary school, a subsidy of one pound. 

14. Notwithstanding anything in the principal Act, the Minister 
may, if he sees fit,-

(a.) Disestablish any district high school in which there are less 
than twelve pupils holding a certificate of proficiency, and 
may also, on the request of the Board, disestablish any 
district high school with a view to establish a high school 
under section six hereof; 

(b.) Disestablish any high school established under section 
six hereof in which there are less than forty pupils 
holding a certificate of proficiency; 

(c.) Disestablish any such last-mentioned high school if there is 
in the same district an endowed secondary school giving 
free places as provided in sectIOn five hereof. 

15. Where any high school is disestablished as aforesaid the 
property belonging to it t;hall vest in the Board for the purposes 
of a district high school, and the income arising therefrom shall be 
applied to the maintenance of such district high school: 

Provided that if there is no district high school in the locality 
such property and the income therefrom shall be applied to such 
purposes of secondary education as the Minister directs. 

16. The Governor may from time to time, by Order in Council 
gazetted, make regulations-

Ca.) Regarding the annual grallts payable under this Act; and 
(b.) Generally for effectually carrying out the purposes of this 

Act. 
17. Section twenty-one of "The Education Reserves Act, 

1877 " (providing for the application of revenues by School Commis
sioners), is hereby amended by repealing subsection two thereof, and 
substituting in lieu thereof the following subsection :-

"(2.) The revenues derived from reserves set apart for secondary 
education shall be handed over by the Commissioners to 
the governing bodies of secondary schools in the pro
vincial district, in proportion to the number of pupils 
in average attendance at the several secondary schools, 
exclusive of the pupils in any preparatory department." 
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SCHEDULES. 

l!'IRST SCHEDULE. 

SCALE .OF GRANTS. 

Net Annua.l Income from Endowments 
per Head of Total RolL 

£ 
Over 16 

15 
14 
13 
12 
11 
10 

9 
8 
7 
6 
5 
4 
3 
2 

/I 1 
Not over 1 

Grant payable on each 
Free PupiL 
£ s. d. 
400 
450 
4 10 0 
4 15 0 
500 
550 
5 10 0 
5 15 0 
600 
6 10 0 
700 
7 10 0 
800 
8 10 0 
950 

10 0 0 
10 15 0 

But the grauts payable under section 5 shall in no case be less than £6 per 
head of such free places as are given in excess of the free places required to be given 
under seo.tion 4. 

The total roll for the purpose of this Schedule shall be the total number of 
pupils attending the school, exclusive of the pupils in an1 preparatory department. 

SECOND SCHEDUllE. 

EXISTING ENDOWED 

Auckland Grammar School. 
Auckland Girls' High School. 
Whangarei High School. 
Thames High School. 
Gisborne High School. 
Napier High Schools. 
New Plymouth High School. 
Wanganui Girls' College. 
Wellington College. 
Wellington Girls' High School. 
Marlborough High School. 
Nelson College. 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS. 

Greymouth High School. 
Hokitika High School. 
Christchurch Boys' High School. 
Christchurch Girls' High School. 
Rangiora High School. 
Akaroa High School. 
Ashburton High School. 
Timaru High Schools. 
Waimate High School. 
Waitaki High Schools. 
Otago Boys' and Girls' High Schools. 
Southland Boy s' and Girls' High Schools. 
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