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1900, No. 66. 
AN AOT to extend the Powers conferred on the Commissioners 

appointed tinder "'l'he U rewera District Native Reserve Act, 
1896,'f and ·for other Purposes. [20th Ocfober, 1900. 

WHEREA S the title to the Ruatoki Block, which forms part of the 
Urewera ~ative Reserve, was investigated by the Native Land Court 
hefore the passing of "The U rewera District Native Reserve Act, 
1896": And whereas several appeals were lodged against the decision 
of the Native Land Court, but before such appeals could be dealt with 
the Act aforesaid came into operation and took away the jurisdiction 
of the appellate Court: And whereas it is necessary that the title to 
the said block should be definitely ascertained: And whereas doubts 
have arisen as to the powers of the Commissioners appointed under 
"The Urewera District Native Reserve Act, 1896," to deal with the 
said block, and it is desirable that such doubts should be removed: 
And whereas in the interests of the Native owners it is advisable that 
powers be given to the Native Minister on behalf of the owners to 
lease such portions of the U rewera District as are not required for 
their immediate settlement: 

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the General Assembly of New 
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows :-

1. The Short 'fitle of this Act is "The U rewera District Native 
Reserve Act Amendment Act, 19()O"; and it shall form part of and 
be read together with "The U rewera District Native Reserve Act, 
1896" (hereinafter referred to as "the principal Act "). 

2. (1) A 11 that parcel of land known as the" Ruatoki Block," 
situated within the boundaries of the U rewera District as set out in 
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the First Schedule to the principal Act, shall be deemed to be and 
to bave been from and after the passing of the principal Act" Native 
land" as defined by "The Native Land Court Act, 1894"; subje(\t, 
nevertheless, to the provisions of the said principal Act. 

(2.) All orders heretofore made by the Native Land Court pur
porting to ascertain or affect the ownership of the said Ruatoki 
Block are hereby declared to be void as from the date thereof; and 
the Commissioners appointed nnder the principal Act (hereinafter 
called "the Commissioners") shall have, subject to the proviso to 
section four of this Act, the same jurisdiction with respect to the 
Ruatoki J3]ock as with respect to any other block comprised within 
the said district. 
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3. The powers conferred on the Commissioners of partitioning Power of UomI?is

any block and of makinO' separate orders of ownership in respect of SlonelS to partitIOn , b ~ any hlock. 
each partition, may be exercised and shall he deemed to be exercis-
able either on or after the original investigation of ownership. 

4. (1.) In any case where, on the investigation of the ownership Procee?ings where 

of any land by the Commissioner8, it is found that any of the ~~~r~:it~~~netR 
Native Commissioners present at the meeting are interested, every 
Native Commissioner so found to be interested shall abstain from 
sitting or voting, and if he votes his vote shall not be counted. 

i 2.) If all the Native Commissioners present as aforesaid are 
found to be interested, the ownership shall be decided by the votes of 
the European Commissioners alone, and the limitation as to quorum 
shall not apply: 

Provided that, in lieu of deciding the matter by their own votes 
alone, the European Commissioners may, with the approval of the 
Native Minister, appoint anyone or two Natives who are not members 
of the 'l'uhoe Tribe, and who in the opinion of the Native Minister 
possess the necessary qualifications as to integrity and ahility, to 
assist in the determination of the matter, and for that purpose to sit 
and vote with them, and every such ~ ative shall for the time being 
have and exercise all the powers and functions of a Commissioner 
appointed under the provisions of the principal Act. 

5. rrhe Native Minister may, on the recommendation of the Village·sites. 

Commissioners, and whenever it appears to t,11e advantage of the 
Native owners to do so, set apart suitable lands in the district for 
village-sites for the use of the Native owners, alld may cause such 
lands to be subdivided as he thinks fit. 

6. The Native Minister may also in like manner set apart suit- Lands to be leased. 

able lands in the district to be leased for grazing areas, and may 
cause the same to be subdivided as he thinks fit, and to be dealt with 
subject to the following provisions, that is to say :-

(1.) The land shall be leased under Part V. of "The Land Act, 
1892," and the provisions of that Part of that Act shall, 
'mutatis 1nutandis, apply, subject however to the provisions 
of this Act. 

(2.) The terms of the leases to be granted shall be twenty-one 
years, with perpetual right of renewal, and adjustment of 
rent every twenty-one years. 

(3.) rrhe conditions as to residence and improvements shall in 
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each case be such as the Native Minister thinks fit to 
impose. 

(4.) No person shall be permitted to acquire the fee-simple of 
any land dealt with under thi~ section. 

7. The rents to be derived from the lands leased under the last 
preceding section shall be applif'd,-

(1.) First, in payment of the expense of the administration of 
the principal Act and this Act, and of any survey made 
under the said Acts or either ·of them: Provided that the 
cost of any such survey may, with the consent of the 
Native Minister, be spread over a period not excef'ding 
five years: 

(2.) Secondly, for the benefit of the Native owners of the block 
from which the land leased was taken, in such manner as 
the Native Minister directs. 

8. (1.) Until the Oommissioners have completed the investiga
tion of ownership of the whole of the lands, every order made by 
them under the provisions of the principal Act shall be deemed to 
be interlocutory, and shall be subject to such revision as the Oom
missioners think fit. 

(2.) On completion of such investigati.on the orders made by 
the Oommissioners shall be final. 

9. Until such time as the Oommittees contemplated by the 
principal Act are appointed, the Oommissioners shall have power to 
deal with all matters which the Oommittee, if appointed, might deal 
with, and their decision in all such matters shall be binding on all 
the owners. 
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