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authority in perpetua.l endowment. 
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1892, No. 14. 
AN ACT t.o place in t.he Public Trust Office all Lands wbere tbe 

[31st August, 1892. Owner is unknown. 
BE IT EN ACTED by the 
Parliament assembled, and 
lows:-

General Assembly of New Zealand in 
by the authority of the same, as fol. 

1. '1'he Short Title of this Act is "The Unclaimed Lands Act, 
1892." 

2. This Act shall not apply to any land witllln the Land Districts 
of Taranaki, Wellington, Nelson, Marlborougb, or Otago respectively 
which is the subject of an undecided claim by any persou deriving 
under or by virtue of any contract or engagement with the New 
Zealand Company or the Plymouth Company of New Zealand. 

3 . Before the Public Trustee notifies any land as being subject 
to tbis Act,-

(1.) He sball ascertain from the Commissioner appointed in 
either of the aforesaid districts under" The New Zealand 
Company's Land Claimants Ordinance, 1851," whether or 
not such land is claimed under tbe said ordinance, and 
if so claimed he shall not notify tbo said land as being 
subject to this Act: 

(2.) He shall ascertain from the Registrar of Deeds or District Land 
Registrar what mortgages, liens, charges, or other encum. 
brances are l·egistered against such land, and, if of opinion 
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that the land is not worth the amount so registered against 
it, he shall not nOLify the said land as being subject to 
th is Act. 

4. All land in New Zealand, other than as aforesaid, of which. 
now or at any time hereafter, neither the o~Yner. nor any agent of t~e 
owner is known, or can, after reasonable lllqUll'y. be fOllnil, and In 

respect whm'eof the Public 'l'rustee s11 a11 publish a notice in the 
Gazette as mentio11ed in t.he next following seotion, shall be deemed 
to be, and the same is hereby, placed in the Public 'l'rust Offic~ j 
and no title shall hereafter accrue to any person by reason of hiS 
having enjoyed undisputed occupntion of any such land, any law 
now in force to the contrarr noLwithstanding. 

For the purposes of thiS and the following provisions of this Act 
the t~rm "owne.L· " shal1 ino1 nde an heir·at·law or other person law· 
fnlly fmtiUed to any land in respect of which action may be taken 
under such provisions. 

5. So soon as the Public Trustee is made aware of the existence 
of any land having no known owner, and, aftel' inq uiry, has discovered 
no objection to cleclul'ing such land t.o be subject t.o this Act, he may 
publish a notice in the Gazette and in one or more newspapers 
circulating in t.he neighbourhood wherc such land is situated, setting 
forth that unless, on or before a day to be named in such notice, not 
being ~ess than six months after the publication thereof, the owner 
of such land establishes hi:s Litle thereto Lo the satisfaction of the 
Snpl'eme COlll't 01' any .Tudge of such Court, the Public Trustee will 
take the sh~ps prescribed by H'1'he Land Transfer Act, 1885/' to be 
registel'cd a~ t.hc owner of suoh land. 

6 . If no owner proves his title to such land within the time so 
notified, it shall be the duty of the Distriot Land Registrar of the 
district ill which such land is situated to register the Public 'llrusLee 
as the owner thereof in fee.simple, and such registry shall vest 
such land absolutely in the Public Trustee, and the District Land 
Registrar slw.ll make, sign, and issue every suoh certificate or other 
instrument that may be necessary for t he purpose of giving effect to 
this Act : 

Provided that, if there shall be a·ny valid mortgage or other out
st.:'\uding charge Ol' encumbrance 011 the said land which the Public 
Trustee is willing to discharge, the Public Trustee S111111 be so regis. 
tered subject to such mortgage, charge, 01' encumbrance. 

7. No owner 0 1' person claiming undm' him whose land is dea lt 
with undor the provisions of this Act shall have any claim for any 
Ju:wtl~e sufrered br reason of the action. of the ~ublic Trustee or any 
DlstrICt Land Rflgl!;t.rm'under the authorlty of tIllS Act, nor be entitled 
to any compensation whatever by reason of nny such action. 

S . After such registry the Public fl'l'ustee may take all steps to 
recover possession of such land, and, in respect thereto, and to all 
persons who may have occupied the same, may exeroise all powers and 
do an things of what kind ~o~vtlr as if he were the absolute owner 
thereof: subject, however, to the approval of the Board constituted 
under" Thc Public Tl'Ust Office Act, 1872," in all cases in which such. 
approval is required by such last. mentioned. Act in the administration 
of property placed in the Public '1'ru, t Office. 
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9. All such land may be leased by tbe Public Trustee in manner 
following ;-

(1.) If town land, upon the same terms as lauds belonging to 
the Corporation of such town may be leased; and, 

(2.) If suburban land, for any term not exceeding twenty-one 
years, with right of renewal for a similar term upon a 
fresh valuation, and with 01' without right of compensa
tion for improvements, as the Public 'l'rustee shall think 
fit; and 

(3.) If rnral land, on perpetual lease in the same manner and 
subject to the like conditions and provisions as Crown 
lands may be leased under Part I V. of '''l'be Land Act, 
1885," on perpetnallease with right of renewal, as if the 
said land had been set apart for the purpose by the 
Govel'llor in Council under section one hundred and 
thirty-five of the last aforesaid Act; and for such purpose 
the Puhlic: Trustee shall have and may exercise ull the 
powers given by the last-mentioned Act to a Commis
sioner of Crown Lands, 01' to a Land Board respectively. 
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10. The Public Trustee shall hu.ve and JUay exercise in respect of M.;ntenane.ol 

any lands acquired by him under this Act all the powers of expending laud. 

money conferred upon him by section twenty-two of "Thc Public 
'1 'rust Office Act Amendment Act, 1873." 

11. The Public Trustee acquiring any town, suburban, or rural Land not to be "Id 

land under this Act or any local authority to whom an" suoh land is ... opb fa, wad , "J purposes. 
transferred under this Act, shall not at any time alienate any of 
such land in freehold, anything contained in any other Act notwith
standing: Provided that, if at any time the public convenience 
require it, the Public Trustee may take and dedicate any portion of 
any such lands for mad purposes, and any land so dedicated shall be 
assessed at its then marketable value in fee-simple by some competent 
and independent valuer, and the Public Trustee shall enter in the 
books of his office the value so assessed, which shall be taken to he 
conclnsive evidence of the value of the land at the aforesaid time; 
and, if any person proves bis title to any land so taken, the value 
ascertained as above shall be paid by the local body of the locality 
within which such road is situate. 

12. All moneys accruing from such land from time to time shall Prooeeds ollond to 

b . I' t d f' t f tl P bli Tt' A t b. p.;d ;nlo PubHc e pal( ID 0 an Ol'm par 0 le U crus ee s ccoun . Truatee's ACColmt. 

13. Out of the moneys accrniu>; in respect of each parcel of land, O"t of prooeed. of 
it shall be lawfnl for the Public 'li:ustee to l)ay all ratpB and taxes l.nd Publi. Trustee 

. • IDo.y pa.y ratcs and 
which may from tIme to time become due on such land and payable \""" th.,.on. 
either to Her Majesty 01' to any local authority. 

14. Any person having a title to any land in the Public Trust If o,,~er pr?v~, IHI. 

Offi d th ' A t ' il' t 1 aft tl . t ti any t,m. "'thm ce un er 1S c may J WI nn we ve years er le regIS ra on twelve yco.-rs, P ublio 
above mentioned, apply to the Supreme Court or a Judge thereof to be Tm,tes I? ~uy ".lus 

declared the owner of such land; and, if he proves his title thereto to ~=gf;;!r~::.'n~ 
the satisfaction of such Court or Judge, the Public Trustee shall, upon 
the order of the Court or Judge, transfer such land or such interest 
therein as the Court directs, subject to all subsisting contracts lawfully 
made by the Public Trustee affecting the same, to such person, amI 
shall. pay over to him all moneys which may have accrued from such 
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land whilst in the Public Trust Office, subject, however, to a deduction 
of all rates and taxes paid by the Public Trustee in respect of such 
land, and of all charges and expenses which may have hee~ incurred 
or expended in becoming the registered owner thereof, and In connec
tion with the administration of such bnd under the provisions of this 
Act, whilst t,he land was in the Public Trust Office. 

Public Trustee m.y 1 5. If at the expiration of twelve years no valid claim to the land 
;::IBf:~t\:'o~1t~ in has been made and proved, the Puhlio 'l'rustee may, with the approval 
perpetu.l eudow- of the Governor in Counoil, transfer such land, or such interest therein 
ment, as may have been created, and subject to all subsisting contracts 

lawfully made by the Public Trustee affecting the same, to the Corpora
tion of the borougb, town district, or oounty wherein such land is 
situate, as an endowment in perpetuity without any power of sale. 

Loca.l a.uthority to 
ha.ve powers of 
Public Trustee 
under section 9 
with rega.rd to land 
transferred. 

Repea.J. 

The moneys which may have accrued from such land whilst in 
the Public Trust Office, subject to a deduction of the amount of all 
rates, chal'ges, and expenses mentioned in the last-preceding section, 
sha.ll be paid into the Consolidated Fund and form part of the Public 
Account of the colony. 

16. Every local authority to whom any town, suburban, or rural 
la.nd is trausferred under this Act shall have the same powers of 
leasing such land respectively as are given to the Puhlic 'l'rustee under 
section nine of this Act. 

l!'or every purpose of this section, section nine shall be read as if 
the words "local authority" had been inserted therein in place of the 
words" Public Trustee," wherever these latter words occur in the said 
section. 

17. Section ten of "The Public Trust Office Act 1876," is 
hereby repealed for tbe purposes of this Act. ' 

WELLINGTON: Printed under authority of the New Zealand Government, 
by GEORGB DmSBlJRY, Government Printer.-l892. 


	92p041
	92p042
	92p043
	92p044

