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BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand 
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
as follows: 

1. Short Title-This Act may be cited as the Weights and 
Measures Amendment Act 1976, and shall be read together 
with and deemed part of the Weights and Measures Act 
1925 (hereinafter referred to as the principal Act) . 

2. Interpretation-Section 2 of the principal Act is hereby 
amended by inserting, after the definition of the term 
"measuring instrument", the following definition: 

"'Metric system' means the International System of 
Units described for the time being in New Zealand 
Standard 6501: The International System (S I) Units 
and their application:". 

3. Regulations making weights and measures of the metric 
system obligatory in trade- ( 1) Notwithstanding anything in 
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the principal Act, the Governor-General may from time to 
time, by Order in Council, make regulations for all or any of 
the following purposes: 

(a) Prohibiting the verification or reverification or both, 
under the principal Act, of any weights and 
measures (other than weights and measures of the 
metric system) or of weighing or measuring instru
ments (other than weighing and measuring instru
ments calibrated in units of the metric system): 

(b) Prohibiting the use in trade or in any trade specified in 
the regulations of any weights and measures (other 
than weights and measures of the metric system) or 
of any weighing or measuring instruments (other 
than weighing and measuring instruments calibrated 
in units of the metric system): 

( c) Prohibiting the packing for sale by retail, or the selling 
by retail, of goods, or of any goods or class of goods 
specified in the regulations, by weight or measure 
other than a weight or measure which is a unit of 
the metric system: 

(d) Exempting, conditionally or unconditionally, or pro
viding for the exemption of, conditionally or 
unconditionally, any persons or class of persons, or 
excepting, or providing for the exception of, any 
goods or classes of goods or any weighing or meas
uring instrument or class of weighing or measuring 
instrument, from any provision of any regulation 
made under this section which imposes any pro
hibition or obligation: 

(e) Amending or revoking regulations made under section 
39 of the principal Act: 

(f) Prescribing offences in respect of the contravention of 
or non-compliance with any regulations made under 
this section, and the amounts of the fines that may 
be imposed in respect of any such offences, which 
fines shall be an amount not exceeding $500: 

(g) Generally for the purpose of assisting an orderly and 
progressive changeover to the metric system with a 
view to ensuring that at the end of that changeover 
only weights and measures of the metric system and 
only weighing and measuring instruments calibrated 
in metric units are lawful for use in trade. 

(2) Any regulations made under paragraph Ca) of sub
section (1) of this section may be expressed to apply-
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(a) To weights and measures generally; or 
(b) To weighing and measuring instruments generally; or 
(c) To both weights and measures and weighing and 

measuring instruments generally; or 
( d) To any particular class of weights or measures or of 

weighing or measuring instruments; or 
(e) To weights and measures or weighing and measuring 

instruments, or to any particular class of weights or 
measures or of weighing or measuring instruments, 
used for the purposes of any trade specified in the 
regulations. 

(3) Regulations made under this section shall not render 
unlawful or prevent-

(a) The sale after the date of the commencement of any 
such regulations of any goods packed for sale by 
retail before that date; or 

(b) The doing of any act for the purposes of any contract, 
bargain, sale, or dealing in connection with the 
export of goods to a country where a system of 
weights or measures other than the metric system is 
used; or 

( c) The sale of any secondhand goods. 
( 4) An inspector may seize-
( a) Any weight or measure or any weighing or measuring 

instrument which is used in contravention of any 
regulations made under this section: 

(b) Any goods that are packed or sold in contravention of 
any regulations made under this section or any 
goods that are held, advertised, displayed, or 
exposed, for sale by retail, at a time when their sale 
by retail is prohibited by regulations made under 
this section. 

4. Offences-( 1) Every person commits an offence against 
the principal Act and shall be liable on summary conviction 
to a fine not exceeding $500 who, in the course of, or for the 
purposes of, any retail trade or business, uses, whether on any 
package or price ticket or in any price list or advertisement or 
otherwise howsoever, any denomination of weight or 
measure ( other than one or more of the weights and 
measures of the metric system) in advertising, displaying, or 
exposing, for sale by retail, any goods or class of goods in 
respect of which any regulations made under section 
~ (1) (c) of this Act are in force. 
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(2) I t shall be a defence to a charge under subsection (1) 
of this section if the person charged proves-

(a) That he was authorised, by virtue of an exemption or 
exception granted by or pursuant to regulations 
made under section 3 of this Act, to sell, by retail 
and by units of weight or measure other than 
units of the metric system, the goods to which the 
charge relates; or 

(b) That, in the case of a charge relating to pre-packed 
goods, those goods were packed before the dat~ of 
the commencement of the relevant regulatIOns 
under section 3 (1) (c) of this Act; or 

(c) That the goods to which the charge relates were 
secondhand goods; or 

(d) That, in the case of a charge relating to the publicaticn 
of an advertisement,-

( i) He is a person whose business it is to publish 
advertisements; and 

(ii) He received the advertisement for publication 
in the ordinary course of business; and 

( iii) He did not know and had no reason to suspect 
that its publication would constitute an offence 
against subsection (1) of this section. 

5. Consequential amendments to the principal Act
( 1) Section 4 (2) of the principal Act is hereby amended by 
inserting, after the words "this section", the words "or section 
3 (4) of the Weights and Measures Amendment Act 1976". 

(2) Section 5 of the principal Act is hereby amended by 
adding, after subsection (3) (as added by section 17 (1) of 
the Scientific and Industrial Research Act 1974), the follo~
ing subsection: 

"( 4) Nothing in this section shall restrict section 3 of the 
Weights and Measures Amendment Act 1976 or any regu
lations made pursuant to that section." 

(3) Section 6 of the principal Act is hereby amended by 
adding the following subsection: 

"(3) Nothing in this section shall restrict section 3 of the 
Weights and Measures Amendment Act 1976 or any regu
lations made pursuant to that section." 

This Act is administered in the Department of Labour. 


