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A BILL to make provision for thc Pre- ~,. 
vention of Corrupt Practices at Elec
tions. 

WHEREAS it is expedient to m:Lke proTision for tho preTeD' 
tion of Bribery and Corruption at Electious : 

BJ; IT THERIIFOIlY. ENACTED by the Genem! As.scmbly or New 
ZC',"nlld, ill Parliament nsscmblcd, and by tbe Iluthorityof tho 
&:I.Illt, 8.8 follows ; 
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I. The followinll persons .!b.lI be deMlloo guilty of Bribfory, 
lind shall be pwshable :\CCOrdingl)' : 

1. ETery p<!l'6On \vho shall directly or indirN!t1y. by himself 
or by any other person on his !JehU, give, lenu, or .gree 
to give, or lend, or ~b3.l1 offer, promise, or prombo to 
procure, or to endea.Tour to procure, n.n1 mOD 'yo Or 
Ta\lll\hJe considcrntion to or for an1 Elector. or to or fur 
any person on bl:halr or any Elector" to or for noy other ~ 
person in order to induce lUI)' Elcewr to TOW or rcfrllli 
from \'oting. or shnll curruplly do IIn1 ~!lch 3Ct!lS ".rort· 
aaid. 011 account of E.och Eleelor baving l'(M'd or re· 
fmined from voting at:my elcx:tioll. 

2. Every person who IIhali Jjn'c~ly or iUf!irf'('lly. by himse'r 
or by any otber persOll on hi~ hch!llf, gil'<! ,If procure, or 
agree to give or procnrl'!, or off>!r, prollli~. or prom;,!' to 
procure, or t~ cmdenvoor to prurnrc. un1 office Or place of 
l'mplv)"lllcut to ot}.my EJ/!Ctor. or to or for an)" 1'(~r&Ou on 
bch:ill'ohny E!&r, or to or forMY other p4"l"!011 in ortler 
to induce such Elector to vote or l't'frnin from ,otim::, or 
shnll corruptly do any !Such ~t :I.i afoll'Sllid, 00 nccount 
of any Elector luning 'oteJ or refraiued from ,oting 3t 
such Ell'clion . 

3. E,ery penson who shall directly or iorlirectly, by him~lf 
or by any uther penon on his behn-If, make Imy ncb girt. 
1030, offer, promiR, procuI'Cment, ur ILgreeml'ut:l.ll afore
~"\id. to or for any per~Qn in order to indnce sueb penon 
to procure, or endenour to pfOfUrc the return of any 
pe~n to !5CtTe in the Genenll A .. s~mbl)", or the ,ote of 
:my Elector at any Ell!ction. 

4. Every ~rson wbo sLaU upon or io enDattluenN! of lUIy 
such ljIft, loan, offer, promise. Ilroeu~men~, or llj:!;l"etment,. 
proeure, or engage, promise. or emleavonr to prooore the 
return of any person to 5('rl'e in the GcnertLl AMcmb1y, 
or thc row of any Elector at any Election. . 

5. Every pet90n who shall \ldvan('.c or p."y, or cause to he p:ud 
11ny mOlloy to or to UtC UBf' or nlly uther 1~'Non, witll the 
intent that such monl'! or auv II."lrt thf'ce'lf, Ihall be 
expended in Uribcry :It any Election, or WIIO alliin 
knowingly payor cause to be paiu, any mOlley W :..ny 
person ill Ji.iCbarge or rl'pllyment of nny money wholly 
or in part expenued iu Bribery n.t any Election. 

And an, person 80 off~nding &hull hc guilty of Il Misdemeanour, 
punidh:l.ble by fine Dud imprisonment, and IIb .. U I!.lso be liGble \()
lorfeit the swn of Onf' Hundred pOllndA, to any ~rson who l5h:all 
~'!f' for the s:unf', together with full coats of buit. 

'!InMo7 tmIMr .... n. Tho following penons shall lIlAO be deemed gnilty of 
h<o1 Dlibcry, nod "lull be puuishabl,;o lLC('ordi:l~ly. 

1. £'fery Eledor who shlill berore or during any E1cclion, 
directly or indircdly. b, him~Jr. or L, lIny other llel"1lOU 
on hi.!! behalf, r~h(>, aget', or cO:Jtrnrt lor any money. 
giR, loo.u, or valuable collliuer:ltion, office, place . em-
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l' 1 fut liims!If or (or any otlil'f person, tOf ,otin~ 
Vf n,,:r!! in:; to Tot". or (If T'(raini I~ or B~retillg l'.l 
nfr: i , rco'li T )1 in t!.. 3.1V ).; .-eli',n . 

.. En:~j '(':1\1':1 w:.? .I;',ali :Utl'r allY 1::1et~i n. !l,rectly 
or indif~ly. by biu:st!lf nr by an! o~!J_r l~r .. ' 11 on I ..• 
lot-bl\lf. It ife any 'lion'") I)r \':lil.LlI.L.lr {'O!;':J ,ra tu'll T' 

o.c:::Ol:llt of lUI!, peMOn bayin~ TOted or T,-(mined (Will 
Toting. or I,avi,,); indoec.1 :111: oth 'T pt'h;I,JO to vote or 
to rE'fruin from ,"oting at any EJect:Oll. 

A~,J My pel'&l'ln 110 on:!ndin~ ,,!Jall be gtlilly of ~ 'lis-kmc:l.nont, l'".lt,. ~ 
puni~hllble by fine ;lUtl imrri!Qnm('Ilt. nnd tLal1 .11:80 le li~l,!(' I., 
forreit the 8UUl of Ten 1~ooll\.I.8, to UIl) jI"n.on who ~l..&ll !juo lur 
tho MtI1C, to,;:t'tlil:T witli foil cosh vt ~oit. 

III. En'ry Ciluditl:ltc at. Il.UY Ell:ctiClll "I,D "hall eOIT\lf'tl? T .... ,;6dal. 
by hinlMlf, or hy or with any pcr90n, or bl lilly o!ill'r ~ oI}'g 

or meau ',n Ilia bel,iUt,:l.t ary tim", eill,cr Lefor!', during, (If 

aftc:-r Il.lIy EI ctiQn. directly Uf inJinoetly, givt! ('of pruI"iJ", (If e:t:a !' 

to bf' given or pro\"i'lcd, or ;,h:llll.oe ,\Cce~ry lo the Idvi!!!! (It 

1lrovillillg, or IIh,.1I pay wlh'l1:;' Ul' in p9.rt a.ny ('xp(>n~cs incul!'t':I. 
for nny lUeat, drlllk, ~:~'crt:l.i1,m,rt (.;T ptofii""u to or f(.1' II.l'Iy 
penou i'l onl~r to l.:c d.ct.eJ, or fl,lr k'i,.~ tkcte<l, Or fur tllo 
purpo~e ",f corful,!ly irilll(>llciD! !1lch pt'fwn, (It nny (.; ... r p r.;un 
to giv <:Ir nfmin frOin r.:il·ijl~ hioi T\it!) at ~I!r~, U ',i(J)', or on 
flo'Nunt of soch r~1'SQ1I }>1I.\·jn;L TOt'd or refr.l':l(11 flO;U l'l'(n~, 
or 1. ;~g noout to voL' or r ... !'"rnin from YOtil~? ~t 8D,:h ;;l~.on, 
r,1.a1l be JC'< In('« J.,-uilty uf thc df":!I(,c 'f Tl\::ltlll~, nud .bll.ll furr"it 
the um of Fifty »LUII,'S t() :;uy person ",hI) f>:I.llllj(l~ fur tho ~.amc, 
with (ull cc t~ of luit :f ..it",,' i nAry 'j' ·t' p • ' , .l:lSil CCiI I hi J, 
a~ccit Ofta."e WI)' Inch tl a*, drlllk, ~'lkrtaiu!llt""llt, or ptOfi' j n, 
IIj,!lUI.."inc:lr bl,-,ofTotin~:l~~D'1 ',. I i,T"teif l:,.il'"t:l 
Ibll.w. .oI(.t..s-r ~~ 1 ~II~ ei"t, 

1\', E\'(~ry I :l"I()n wl,ol-bJI tiirl!dly or :I,rr~ctil. 1.y b;msdf rBbe Id,w'.~ .. 
or t/J' tllly o:\:(.r person 011 his Lei/aIr. llI~kc US\.' vI: or d.r'.'Il' :I~.o a...L 
make IUIC of n,y fur~, Tloi(".ncc. or rcstrail:t, or inllid, or tbr<!3t'~11 
the illftictioll loy himself, or hr o r throu;.;b all) otb'l' p~'f$jOD, of 
lin} injury, ~tlm:lf::l' or lo~s, or in !lily ot!.er manner prot,til e 'nti· 
midr'!iOTl, ulKm or n!!:nil ~t :lny ptNOII, ill order to induce or 
cUlopd /luch P('NQll tu rotc (,}' rdr.l:n froUi vOlin~ or on 4(;COllllt 
of 8uch prfSQII htlvill)t vottoJ, or refrair:ed flom votin~, lit tllty 
to lection. lIf who ... by :l.h,\utlil'u, ciure..'<lI, or :my fr:l.u,:ul(,llt de"It'e 
or cU1l1rinmu·J!r.IIII\,cdc, 1'1"I.·\"Cl1t, (>1' "tb.'1'11 i.;c interfd\' wi 10 the 
free l'xcrei ~. or tl.c rl'JIIcLi~c of nu} fl~tor, or f>hnll ,ltll. Ity 
com~I, inJucl',orpn"v3i1 (lJlOn llny [ ketoreitllertogive ur lOT\'fr:'.Ill . 'D 
froKi J:,iyin" his \ote nt ;IIY ElL'<:liulI, sball he dC'CUlCJ to k'.\"e /1. 
,-,omwIUf'd tl.c olfl'uce of t.:1l,lue IlIj!tt(::~, ani! ~h~11 loi' Guilty of 3 
:\IiM 'lIIC3n<tur, pili i;lhabllll hy Hac and imrri,;c,r.m. nt, anJ Ihall 
141w lc liab'e 10 forfdt the Ioll.m oi tiffy l'vl!!I,13 to ony peuon )' .... 11, 
who ~ha:l IUt rOt Itc 51:111 I!, to.;-<;thcr '\Vit~CO$t$ of mit. 

V. W!:cn"v,'r it h.l!i b .. or'J\cJ h~f()re 1 Re\'i'ling Officer 
that a 1~' pc ' 11 who i~ 'r d, i'm< 10 bE' plr.c(d on tbe LU Of 
ltoll ".1 Lkct...11 I"r any EI,c\orll! LJi~lrict 103<; be· n convicted of 
:Bribery or Ulldne JuOuence I t an E!ectio~or thai judgment 



{ Y 
hll been obtaioed against any such person for any penal lum 
hci~y made recoverable in respect of the oll'~nceli of Bribery. 
Truting', or Undue lnnuen~. or ~ of them, then sueh 

• Rnising Officer sball in el se tbe Dame of such pt!rton is in the 
List of Eleel015 upun~e the ~me therefrom. or sllall in case 
such p~rsoll if( cluiming 10 bi\\"c hi" name inserted therein 
diIWllow 51J1"h claim ;...w'i t!w ... II;&:Jle_f all fle'8t1r'~ 'II h ... 1s .111tH 
be iO cxplHlgcd from t~.q List of ElectOrl and of all per!On5 
whose dai.n!S 8h:l1l be 1<0 aisallowcd sholl be thereupon inserted 
in 11 "epantle List to J.d t'Dtitled "The Li'lt of Per,ons di,
(IUlI.lilied for Bribery. Tt ·,Iing or Undue Influence," which last 
mentioned L:f\l !lIla" bel appcn.\cd to the List or Roll of 
Electors. and shall be publj,lJed therewith whcD!;,ycr the same 
u...rcq.uiced ttl be publ-Khd.. 

, ........ , ~ •• i". !'t. Vf. Every penon who shall gite, or cause to be given, to any 
r~t~·:-: ::'::", ~ Elcetor ou the dllY of Polling. on account of such ":lector baYing 
..... ",!hnh ~.. poll.:!<1 or h<>in~ about to poll, ully meat, drink, or entcrtainmcnt, 

by wily of refreshment. or (lny lDom'y or ticket to en:loble. 
'iltf.d such Elector to obt!lin refreshment, shalJ be d(X!moo to hue 

committed an ilk'gal act. and Ilh!lll forfeit the Rum 0(' 
}~orty Shillings for C3.Ch ojf.:!nce, to any pcl1lOli who sholl sue lor 
thesamc, with full costs of Iluit. 

);~ c.~ . ... 10 VIL No CnodidftUl before, during, or after any Election, shU 
Wl .... ·' .... .-· in ug:m1 to anch Election, by him"l"lf or .\gent, directly or indi-

rectly, hi,c or provine to or (or Bny Elector, or to or for allY otber 
1"'1'$011 whomsoever, nny Cockade, Ribbon, or other mark of 
dililinction, and every peri!On so ginng or providing shall for cTery 
aueh offence forfeit the~um of Forty Shillings to lIuch per30n as 
shan ,ue f,)f the s,,\me with foil costs of luit. 

(',..; ..... ("!era:: VJI r. No Committee, or otherbodyof'b'lllliled {or promoting the 
:::::: rein"': \0> -: futurn of any COlldidate at any Election. ~balJ flit or hoi I meetings i: T""" • .,J hallllc at any licensed. Publie lIotlSe, or nny building thtreto allnexed or 
-- belol1gin::r, Bnd e'l'ery person being a member of any such Committeo 

or oqflni~d Body who sh:lolln.ttend Rny soeb mcc~in81l Rt any allch 
Public House or Buildin,;-shll11 forfeit the slim (If Fjl'e Pounds to:tIlY 
person who shaH sue for tlu~ same, t~ther wilh full COils of suil. 

!~'I I~ lor l~~ IX. No Poll ahtl.1I be t.al;~n Ilt uny LieensNi Public IIon!l~, 
II ....... A nr nny building nnnexed or belonging t1lereto, and overy Returning 

Onleer wlto sha.1I take or C3use to be taken lilly Poll ot 8UCl.! Pulilio 
lIonse or Building, SI1911 ('or every such off~nce torf~it · th(! sum of 
One Hundwl. Pound8 to any peNlon who shall lue {or the lame, 
toge~ber with {ull costs of suit. 

X. 'tile Pccuniary Pen.:lltica hefeby impOllCd for the offences 
or Dfibery, Treating, Of Undue influence, and (or taking a 
1'011 at a Licensed P ublic House shall reIIl>CC\iTely be recover_ 
nbl~ by suit in1bo Supreme Court of New Zealand, Bud aU o\her 
P enaltie$ by this Act shall be recoverable in :wy inferior Court 
having jurisdiction to the amoun\ claimed. 

(' ..... "'., ""'Of...... X I. Etery Indicbnent for Bribery or Umlue Influence sh:L11 :.::=:.=. h be tried before the Supreme Court oWY, and it shnlI be lnw{u1 for 
[:16 said Court to order payment to the Prosecutor of 8nch COSta 
autl expenses :tS to the s.,id Court shall ap~r to ha,·e been 
reasolll1bly incurred in and about we couduetol such pl'OIIC<:ution. 
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XII. In et\SC or any illtiict.mellt or Iuformation by a Private 

person, for any offence Ilgaillst the Pro,"isious of this Ad., if judg
meut. shnlJ be given for the defendant, he slmU be entitled to 
ree<)l'"Cf from tlle Prosecutor tile cosls., to be UL.XOO by the proper 
OfiiC<lr of the Court, wllich tbe defendAnt slmll IItwe sust.'l.illed by 
reason of such Indictmom or I.ufol'tnAtiou. 

xm. It ahaU llot be lawful fo r the suid Court to order pay
Illent. of the costs of n llr<>SCCUtiOIi fOf auy ollenee against Ihe 
Provision~ of this Act wllllSS the ProJ;(!Cutor gluill before or UJ}OlI 

the finding of the Indictment, or tlie h"t1l.uuug uf tbe IuiommtlOu, 
clltcr into ~ rceogniz.'\llcc witl.. twO sufticient Sureties, to be 
IIppro\°cd off hy tho n~nistrar or Deputy Registl1lr in the Supreme 
Court, in the 8um of One Ilulldretl l'oulltis, to be BcknowlcUh~d 
before I\Judgc'ofthc S\(prewe Court. willl the condition follow
ing : t1ult is to fI."y tlutt the PrQSeeutor shnll conduct the Prose
cutiou wilh effect ruul stUll! pay to the clcf(.'IIdant or defclldauts, 
in ca.se he or OI{'Y "h.,ill be acquiU,-'<i, his or their cOSts. 

XIV. No ~II shall be liable to all)' PenAlty or Forft·iturc 
Irereby imposetl, wllcss &(line Prosecution, Action, or Suit for the 
off\'noo committed l'Ch.'\lI be commenced a.~Unlrt. such 1~1l within 
~- tho space of~ii-nt!.xt after such oAcncc sgnillst this Act 
~ eomuUue<i, I\lId~lIch pcrsou shall be summoned or other· 

Awi~ served with writ or l'f'\){'(.'<'SS, "';thin tIlt.! s:nnc splIce of time, 
80 lI.tI such SUlIlI.lJOIlS or &nice of W' rit or i'r<x.'css shnll uot be 
prevented by sudl I~rsoll nbscouding or withdmwillf out of the 
Jurisdiction of the Court, out of which such WTlt or other 
process t:luilllul.\·c been issut'c.l, nnd in C-'I.SC of au)' such Prosecu· 
tion, Suit, or Process as aforesuid, the &lnlO shAll be )lrucffikd 
\vith find carried out withOllt all)' wilful delay. 

XV. If ouy Candidnle M. [lily Rl(>(!tion for flUY Elcetoml 
Dil'trictllhall be J~I:U"Cil by any Election Coulluincc or nlly 
other triuWI!l1 llppoin~1 to try the merits 01" any Election 
Petitiou, guilty, by hjlll>.\!if or J.is Agcllu •• of Brilx!rv, 'l'reating,or 
Unuue IntluenL'i!, .mel! Csuditbte !;hull 00 iUCI\Jlabfo: of sitting or 
heing electe-a us A. Member for ::iuch Dh.lrict, befo1"\! the llCX~ 
Genel".u }:Icctioll. 

XVI. Throup;hout this .4.c1, ami in the con.slructiun thcn.'Of, 
the won'1 "Election" Illlllllllieilli the Electioll of nuy M{-ml~I' or 
McnlheN of the Hou-'IC of Hcp~tAti"l'S, tlH~ )'lord "EI~·tort 
shaH mean all/' pcroou who sk:1I hlln~ lI. right to vote at any such 
Elertitlll : am d!~ wot\1 "ClliJdidfllC" simI! mean nlly pen;ou who 
sb.'!.ll hu\'e lX.'~1l lIomiuau.,d I\:J required by law at allY such "~l('c' 
tion, 01' \\ b» ~hnll hul'c declared him;;clf 11 Candidate lit-or before 
any "ncll Election. 

X \'n. 'fh".s Acl mAy till" o.ll purposes be cited n.s "Cornlpt 
Pracj:"l PI"(!\",,,~i ... lJ Ati, HI5S." 
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