
Cigarettes (Fire Safety) Bill

Member' s Bill

Explanatory note
This bill directs the New Zealand Standards Council to create a

safety standard for cigarettes, and provides a penalty for a breach of
the standard.

Cigarette fires cause an average of 20 deaths or injuries to members

of the public and firefighters each year in New Zealand. As the
ignition source in fires responsible for over 20% of all fire deaths,

cigarettes are the nation's largest single cause. The economic costs

in health care and productivity losses, and the human costs of pain

and suffering are unacceptable. An average of 600 fires a year is
attributed to careless disposal of cigarettes.

In 1984 American legislation in the form of the Cigarette Safety Act

was passed which mandated a three-year study into the feasibility of

a fire-safe cigarette. This study concluded that it was feasible to

produce a cigarette with a reduced propensity to start fires and led to
the passage of the Fire-Safe Cigarette Act 1990 which called for

development of a test standard for cigarette fire safety.

Manufacturers can meet such a test standard through such means as

reducing the diameter of the cigarette, reducing the density with
which it is packed, and reducing the porosity of the cigarette

wrapper, thus allowing less oxygen to fjow through the paper.

This bill, in conjunction with continuing public education on

careless smoking, will ensure that the number of fires started in this

country by cigarettes will be substantially lowered.
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The Parliament of New Zealand enacts as follows:

1 Title

This Act is the Cigarettes (Fire Safety) Act 2000.

2 Commencement

This Act comes into force on the day after the date on which it 5
receives the Royal assent.

3 Purpose

The purpose of this Act is to direct the Standards Council to
promulgate a fire safety standard for cigarettes.

4 Interpretation 10

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires Council
means the Standards Council as continued in existence under

section 3 of the Standards Act 1988.

5 Cigarette fire safety standard
Not later than 3 years after this Act comes into force, the 15
Council must promulgate a cigarette fire safety standard for
cigarettes to reduce the risk of ignition presented by
cigarettes.
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(1)
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6 Consultation

(1) In establishing the cigarette fire safety standard, the Council
must consult the persons and bodies specified in section 10(3)
of the Standards Act 1988.

(2) In addition to the consultation specified in subsection (1), parti- 5
cular consultation must be made with the New Zealand Fire

Service and international standards organisations.

Enforcennent

Every person commits an offence against this Act who, fol-
lowing the promulgation of a cigarette fire safety standard 10
under section 5, manufactures or imports a cigarette unless the
cigarette is in compliance with that cigarette fire safety
standard.

(2) Every person who commits an offence against subsection (1) is
liable on summary conviction,- 15
(a) in the case of a person other than a body corporate, to a

fine not exceeding $30,000; and
(b) in the case of a body corporate, to a fine not exceeding

$100,000.
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