
Dairy Industry Amendment Bill (No 2)

Government Bill

Explanatory note

General policy statement

This Bill amends the Dairy Industry Act 1952 to remove an incon-
sistency between the Act and the Dairy Industry Regulations 1990.
Section 16 of the Act prohibits the sale or supply to dairy companies
of colostrum (milk drawn from cows within 4 days after calving).
Regulation 40 of the Regulations permits the sale or supply of
colostrum if the period of time since giving birth is clearly stated in
writing at the time. The Act prevails over the Regulations. The sale
or supply of colostrum to dairy companies is accordingly absolutely
prohibited.

The sale of colostrum and colostrum products is an innovative and
expanding multi-million dollar industry. Continuing the absolute
prohibition in the Act would constrain the industry and prevent the
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry from providing official assur-
ances to facilitate the export of colostrum products.

The amendments in the Bill remove the absolute prohibition on the
sale or supply of colostrum, and permit its sale or supply if its nature
is clearly stated, in writing, at the time of the sale or supply.

The amendments are deemed to have come into force on 12 October

1990, which is the date on which the Regulations came into force.
This is done to ensure that-

• anyone who has sold or supplied colostrum to a dairy com-
pany under the Regulations is not liable to prosecution:

• contracts for those sales or supplies are not treated as illegal
contracts.
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Clause by clause analysis

Clause 1 is the Title clause.

Clause 2 is the commencement clause. The Bill is deemed to have

come into force on 12 October 1990.

Clause 3 amends section 16 of the principal Act. Section 16 prohib-
its the sale or supply to a dairy for any purpose, or to any person for
human consumption, of any milk that is tainted or impure. The

amendment omits the prohibition on the sale or supply of milk
drawn from a cow that has calved within 4 clear days before the day
on which the milk was drawn.

Clause 4 inserts a new section 1 6A into the principal Act. The new
section prohibits a person from selling or supplying to a dairy milk

given by a milking animal within 4 days after giving birth, unless the

nature of the milk is clearly stated, in writing, at the time of the sale

or supply. A milking animal is defined to mean a cow, ewe, or goat,

kept for milking.

Clause 5 consequentially amends the Dairy Industry Regulations
1990.



1

2

3

4

3

2

1

(1)

(2)

Hon Jim Sutton

Dairy Industry Amendment Bill (No 2)

Government Bill

Title

Commencement

Milk not to be sold if tainted or

impure
New section 16A inserted

Contents

16A Sale or supply of colostrum

to dairy permitted if nature of
milk clearly stated

5 Dairy Industry Regulations 1990

consequentially amended

The Parliament of New Zealand enacts as follows:

Title

This Act is the Dairy Industry Amendment Act (No 2) 2000.

In this Act, the Dairy Industry Act 19521 is called "the princi-
pal Act" 5
11952 No 55

Commencement

This Act is deemed to have come into force on 12 October 1990.

Milk not to be sold if tainted or impure

Section 16(b) of the principal Act is amended by omitting the 10
words ", or that has calved within 4 clear days before the day
on which the milk was so drawn".

4 New section 16A inserted

The principal Act is amended by inserting, after section 16,

the following section: 15

" 16A Sale or supply of colostrum to dairy permitted if nature
of milk clearly stated in writing

"(1) A person must not sell or supply to a dairy milk given by, or
milk containing milk given by, a milking animal within 4 days
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after giving birth, unless the nature of the milk is clearly
stated, in writing, at the time of the sale or supply.

"(2) In subsection (1), milking animal means a cow, ewe, or goat,
kept for milking."

5 Dairy Industry Regulations 1990 consequentially 5
amended

Regulation 40 of the Dairy Industry Regulations 1990 is
amended by-

(a) revoking paragraph (c); and
(b) omitting the words "period of time since giving birth,". 10
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