
Fire Service Amendment Bill

Government Bill

Explanatory note

General policy statement

There is long-standing and widespread recognition that the ex officio
position of the Secretary for Internal Affairs on the Fire Service
Commission creates significant conflicts of interest with the Secre-
tary's role as advisor to the responsible Minister on the Commis-
sion's performance and policies. This Bill provides for the removal
of the ex officio membership of the Secretary from the Commission.
This will clarify the monitoring and accountability roles of the
Secretary for Internal Affairs with respect to the Commission.

To compensate for the removal of the ex officio position, and to
increase the representative base of the Commission, the Bill pro-
vides for an increase in the number of Commission members from 3

to 5 and increases the quorum required for Commission meetings
from 2 to 3 members. These changes will allow greater fiexibility in
appointing appropriate personnel with the requisite skills and expe-
rience and will also enlarge the range of skills and expertise avail-
able to the Commission.

In addition, the Bill will remove the present condition that a member
or office holder of any association of employees cannot serve on the
Commission as this may be contrary to the Human Rights Act 1993.

Clause by clause analysis

Clause 1 is the Title clause.

Clause 2 is the commencement clause. The Bill comes into force on

23 August 2000.
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Clause 3 repeals section 6(1)(b) of the Fire Service Act 1975 ("the
principal Act"), which has the effect of removing the Secretary for
Internal Affairs from the Fire Service Commission. It also expands
the membership of the Commission from 3 to 5, and provides for
staggered terms for the new members first appointed after the Bill
comes into force. In addition, it repeals the provisions that prevent

any person who is a member of or office holder in or an employee of
any association of employees from being a member of the
Commission.

Clause 4 changes the quorum for meetings of the Commission from
2 members to 3 members.

Clause 5 consequentially amends the principal Act. As a result of
removing the Secretary for Internal Affairs from the Commission,
distinguishing other members of the Commission as appointed
members is no longer necessary. As a consequence, the definition of
the term appointed member is repealed, and the word "appointed"
is omitted from the term "appointed member" (and its variations) in
various provisions of the principal Act.

Clause 6 consequentially repeals section 9(2) of the principal Act,
which allows the Secretary for Internal Affairs to authorise another
officer of the Department of Internal Affairs to attend meetings of
the Commission on the Secretary's behalf.

Clause 7 repeals section 6(7) and the proviso to section 7 of the
principal Act, because these provisions are spent.
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Consequential amendments

Consequential repeal

Repeal of spent provisions

The Parliament of New Zealand enacts as follows:

(2)

(3)

Title

This Act is the Fire Service Amendment Act 2000.

In this Act, the Fire Service Act 19751 is called "the principal
Act". 5

11975 No 42

Commencement

This Act comes into force on 23 August 2000.

Members of Commission

Section 6(1)(a) of the principal Act is amended by omitting
the word "Three", and substituting the expression "5". 10

Despite section 7 of the principal Act, with respect to the 2
members of the Fire Service Commission first appointed after
the commencement of this Act,-

(a) the initial term of office for 1 member is 18 months; and
(b) the initial term of office for the other member is 2 years. 15

Section 6(1)(b), (3), (4), and (5) of the principal Act is
repealed.

Meetings of Commission
Section 11(2) of the principal Act is amended by omitting the
expression "2", and substituting the expression "3". 20
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Consequential amendments
Section 2 of the principal Act is amended by repealing the
definition of the term appointed member.

Sections 6(2)(b) and (c), 8(1) and (2), and 10(1) of the princi-
pal Act are amended by omitting the word "appointed" 5
wherever it occurs.

Sections 7, 8(3), and 9(1) of the principal Act are amended by
omitting the words "appointed member" wherever they

occur, and substituting in each case the word "member".

Section 9(1) of the principal Act is amended by omitting the 10
words "appointed member's", and substituting the word
"member's".

Section 58B(2) of the principal Act is amended by omitting
the words "an appointed", and substituting the word "a".

Consequential repeal

Section 9(2) of the principal Act is repealed.

Repeal of spent provisions

Section 6(7) of the principal Act is repealed.

The proviso to section 7 of the principal Act is repealed.
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