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A BILL INTITULED

An Act to amend the Health Act 1956

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand
in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

5 follows:

1. Short Title-This Act may be cited as the Health
Amendment Act 1960, and shall be read together with and
deemed part of the Health Act 1956* (hereinafter referred to
as the principal Act) .

10 2. Altering names of Divisions of Public Hygiene, Mental
Hygiene, and Dental Hygiene-( 1) The Divisions of Public
Hygiene, Mental Hygiene, and Dental Hygiene of the Depart-
ment of Health shall hereafter be called the Divisions of

Public Health, Mental Health, and Dental Health
15 respectively.

*1957 Reprint, Vol. 6, p. 1
Amendments: 1958, No. 58,1959, No, 67
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2 Health Amendment

( 2) All references in any enactment or in any document to
any Division whose name is altered by this section, or to the
Director or Deputy Director or Assistant Director of any such
Division, shall hereafter be read as references to that
Division, or, as the case may require, to the Director or 5
Deputy Director or Assistant Director of that Division, as it
will be called after the passing of this Act.

(3) The enactments specified in the Schedule to this Act
are hereby consequentially amended in the manner indicated
in that Schedule. 10

3. Membership of Board of Health--(1) Section 11 of the
principal Act is hereby amended by repealing paragraph (e)
of subsection (2), and substituting the following paragraphs:

"(e) An officer of the Department of Health, being either
a Medical Officer of Health or some other medical 15

practitioner with special qualifications in sanitary
science:

" (ee) A medical practitioner, being a member of the New
Zealand Branch of the British Medical Association,
whose name shall be selected by the Minister from 20
a panel of three names submitted by the said
Branch: ".

( 2) The said section 11 is hereby amended by omitting
from subsection (2) the word "twelve", and substituting the
word "thirteen". 25

(3) Subsection (2) of section 13 of the principal Act is
hereby amended by omitting the word "six", and substituting
the word "seven".

4. Appointment of Inspectors by local authorities-
( 1) Section 28 of the principal Act is hereby amended by 30
inserting, after subsection (2), the following subsections:

"(2A) Notwithstanding anything in subsection (1) of this
section or in any other enactment, the Minister may at any
time, acting on the recommendation of the Board of Health,
by notice in writing given to two or more local authorities, 35
require those local authorities to combine to appoint an
Inspector upon and subject to such terms and conditions as to
payment of the salary and expenses of the Inspector, and as
to the apportionment of his duties amongst the local author-
ities, as may be agreed upon between the local authorities: 40
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"Provided that no local authority whose district has a popu-
lation of fifteen thousand or more shall be required, without
its consent, to combine with any other local authority to
appoint an Inspector.

5 "(28) If the local authorities to whom any such notice is
given fail to agree on any question relating to the salary,
expenses, or apportionment of duties of any such Inspector, the
question shall be determined by (the Minister, after consulta-
tion with the Board of Health, and his decision shall be #nal

10 and binding on the parties to the dispute).
New

the Board of Health. If any
such local authority is dissatisfied with the determination of
the Board, it may appeal to the Minister against the deter-

15 mination by notice in writing given within one month after
it has received notice of the Board's determination. Notice

of the appeal shall at the same time be given to the other local
authorities who are parties to the dispute. On any such appeal
the Minister may either confirm the Board's determination or

20 vary it as he thinks fit, and his decision shall be final and
binding on the parties to the dispute.
- " ( 2c) Every Inspector appointed pursuant to subsection
(2A) of this section shall be deemed for the purposes of this
Part of this Act. to be the Inspector for each of the districts

25 of the local authorities by whom he is appointed."
( 2) The said section 28 is hereby further amended by

inserting in subsection (4), after the words "as the Director-
General may require", the words "or fails to appoint an
Inspector when required to do so by the Minister as aforesaid".

30 5. Restrictions on carrying on offensive trades- (1) The
Third Schedule to the principal Act is hereby amended by
omitting from the list of offensive trades the words "Chemical
works"

( 2) Section 54 of the principal Act is hereby amended by
35 adding the following subsection:

"(7) For the purposes of this section and of section 55
of this Act, the expression 'offensive trade' includes chemical
works."

(3) Subsection (1)of section 64 of the principal Act is
40 hereby amended-

(a) By adding to paragraph ( p) the words "or chemical
works":

(b) By inserting in paragraph (q), after the words
"offensive trades", the words "or chemical works".

45 (4) Section 120 of the principal Act is hereby amended by
adding to paragraph (d) of subsection (2) the words or

chemical works".

3



4 Health Amendment

6. Persons attempting to commit suicide-The principal
Act is hereby amended by inserting, after section 126, the
following new section:

"1261 (1) Where any person has attempted to commit
suicide, a Magistrate's Court presided over by a Magistrate 5
may, on the complaint of any constable or any other person,
make an order--

"(a) Committing the defendant to any hospital or institu-
tion under the control of a Hospital Board, or to any
other suitable place, for such period, not exceeding 10
three months, as the Court thinks necessary; or

"(b) Placing the defendant under the supervision of any
relative or of any other person, including any
Medical Officer of Health or any probation officer,
for any such period as aforesaid. 15

"(2) No such order shall be made unless in the opinion of
the Court the defendant is in need of care or treatment or

supervision or is likely to make a further attempt to commit
suicide.

" (3) Any such order may be made subject to such condi- 20
tions as the Court thinks necessary for ensuring the defendant's
care, treatment, or supervision or for ensuring his good
behaviour or for preventing any further attempt by him to
commit suicide.

" (4) Any order of committal made under this section may 25
be executed by any constable; and the Medical Superintend-
ent or other person for the time being in charge of the
hospital or institution or other place to which the defendant
is committed shall have authority to detain him pursuant to
the order. 30

" (5) Where any constable or any other person has good
reason to believe that any person has attempted to commit
suicide, that constable or other person may, for the purpose
of ensuring his care, treatment, or supervision or the preven-
tion of any further attempt by him to commit suicide, take 35
him and place him in the custody of the member of the Police
in charge of any police station, or in the custody of the
Medical Superintendent or other person in charge of any such
hospital or institution or other place as aforesaid.

" (6) If any person taken under subsection (5) of this sec- 40
tion is, in the opinion of the person having the custody of him,
in need of care or treatment or supervision, and if he refuses
to submit voluntarily thereto, he shall as soon as possible be
brought before a Magistrate's Court on a complaint under this
section; and pending the disposal of the complaint by the 45
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Court he may be detained in the place to which he has been
taken or in any other place to which he might have been taken
under that subsection.

"(7) Every person detained pursuant to this section or to
5 any order made thereunder shall be in the legal custody of

the member of the Police or Medical Superintendent or other
person for the time being in charge of the place where he is
detained.

"(8) If any person in respect of whom any order is made
10 under this section wilfully disobeys or contravenes the order

or any condition of the order, or wilfully obstructs or delays
the execution thereof, or leaves or attempts to leave any place
to which he has been committed by the order, he commits an
offence against this Act and is liable on summary conviction

15 before a Magistrate to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
three months or to a fine not exceeding one hundred pounds,
or to both.

"(9) Nothing in this section shall limit or affect in any way
the provisions of the Mental Health Act 1911."

5
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SCHEDULE

ENACTMENTS AMENDED

1911, No. 6-The Mental
Health Act 1911 (1957
Reprint, Vol. 9, p. 593)

1936, No. 57-The Dentists
Act 1936 ( 1957 Reprint,
Vol. 3, p. 881)

1956, No. 65-The Health
Act 1956 ( 1957 Reprint,
Vol. 6, p. 1)

Amendment

Section 2 (3)

By omitting from the definition of the
term "Director", in section 2 ( as
amended by paragraph (a) of sub-
section (2) of section 4 of the Health
Amendment Act 1947), the word
"Hygiene", and substituting the
word "Health".

By omitting from the first proviso to
subsection (4) of section 38 (as sub-
stituted by section 9 of the Mental
Health Amendment Act 1957 and

amended by section 2 of the Mental
Health Amendment Act 1959) the
word "Hygiene", and substituting
the word "Health".

By omitting from subsection (2) of
section 2 the word "Hygiene", and
substituting the word "Health".

By omitting from paragraphs (a), (b),
and (e) of subsection (2) of section
4, and also from subsection (3) of
that section, the word "Hygiene",
and substituting in each case the
word "Health".

By omitting from paragraphs (a) and
(b) of subsection (1) of section 6 the
word "Hygiene", and substituting
in each case the word "Health".

By omitting from section 22 the word
"Hygiene", and substituting the
word "Health".
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