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A BILL INTITULED

AN AcT to amend " The Property Assessment Act, 1879." Title.

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows :

1. The Short Title of this Act is " The Property Assessment Act Amend. Short Title.
ment Act, 1881."

2. In this Act " the said Act " means " The Property Assessment Act, Interpretation.
1879."

3. The following amendments are hereby made in the snid Act:- Amendments in the

(1.) The words " and not portions only thereof " in the fourth line of the
said Act.

Amendment in
third section shall be struck out, and the words " or portions of such section 3.

outlying districts " shall be inserted in place thereof.
(2.) The words "or of any society registered under ' The Building Societies Amendment in sub.

Act, 1880, "' shall be added to subsection two of section twenty-six. 26.
section 2 of section

(3.) The word " lists" in the first line of the forty-rst section shall be Amendment in
struck out, and the word " assessments " inserted in place thereof, section 41.

15 and all the words from the word " by " in the second line of the said
section to the word " roll " in the fourth line thereof, both inclusive,
shall be struck out, and the words " and each other division of a
district " shall be inserted after the word " district " in the seventh
line of the said section.
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(4.) The words from the word " signed " in the second line of the forty-fifth
section to the word " copy" in the fourth line of the said section shall
be struck out, and the words " same signed by the Commissioner"
shall be inserted in lieu thereof.

(5.) The words " Provided that not less than fourteen days' notice shall be 5
given of the holding of the first meeting of a Board for the hearing
of objections " shall be added to section fifty-nine.

(6.) After the word " directed " in the second line of the seventy-fourth sec-
tion the words " or a copy of or extract from such roll, or of
any entry made therein, certified by the Commissioner or Deputy- 10
Commissioner to be a true copy or extract," shall be inserted.

(7.) The words " demand by a notice in writing by the Deputy-Commis-
sioner " in the second and third lines of the seventy-seventh section
shall be struck out, and the words "the due date " shall be inserted
in place thereof. 15

4. The Governor in Council may from time to time abolish any district or
districts or create new districts.

5. The oath required to be taken by virtue of section nine of the said Act
may be taken before any Resident Magistrate.

6. The statements required by the said Act to be made on behalf of com- 20
panies shall, except in the case of banking or insurance or gold-mining com-
panies, be to the same effect as those required by section thirty-two of the
said Act from persons; and, throughout the said Act, wherever the word " per.
son " occurs, and does not include a company, the words "or company " shall
be deemed to be added after the word " person:" 25

Provided always that the property and debts of any such Company shall be
returned in such statement at the same value and amount, for the purposes of
assessment under the said Act, as are expressed in the last balance-sheet issued
to the shareholders of such company prior to the date to which such statement
relates, and a copy of such balance-sheet shall be attached to such statement. 80

7. The statements of property required by the said Act to be made by
persons, and the statements required by the said Act to be made on behalf of
companies, shall be made as if at twelve o'clock noon on the first day of October
last previous to the date on which they are respectively required to be made.

8. The value at which property is hereafter to be stated in the statements 85
required under the said Act and this Act, and to be assessed for the purposes of
the said Act and this Act shall be the full value of the same if sold for cash
at the date to which the statement relates.

9. The statements of property required by the said Act to be furnished by
persons are hereby required to be furnished by every person owning, or a trustee 40
or agent for, any property in the colony, whether liable to taxation or not, every
third year, commencing in the year one thousand eight hundred and eighty-
three, upon public notice being given as prescribed.

The statements required by the said Act to be furnished on behalf of com-
panies are hereby required to be furnished on behalf of every company carrying 45
on business in the colony, every year, commencing in the year one thousand
eight hundred and eighty-one, upon public notice being given as prescribed.

Such statements shall also be furnished by persons or on behalf of com-
panies, whether liable to taxation or not, at any time in any year on demand
in writing being made by the Commissioner, by posting the same to such per- 50
son or to the public officer of such company.
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10. The statement to be made by the public officer of every company which Statement for gold-
minmg companies,carries on or is formed for the purpose of carrying on the business of gold- how made.

mining shall, in the prescribed form, in lieu of stating the property of such com-
pany, state what is the marketable value of the shares in the company actually

5 issued, and how many of such shares there are; and the property-tax payable
by such company shall be payable on the amount of all such shares at such
marketable value.

1 1. No person or company shall be entitled to claim deduction for any Liability secured on
real or personal proof the following descriptions of liabilities :- perty,·br incurred fe

10 (1.) A liability wholly or in part secured on any real property not in the purchase of goods
not in the colony, orcolony, or on any personal property not in the colony, at the date to to person not bond

which the statement relates. ,/Ide resident in
colonv not to be

(2.) A liability incurred in respect of the purchase of goods which have not dedu6ted.
arrived in the colony at the date to which the statement relates, or

15 which have been exported from the colony prior to the date to which
the statement relates. ,

(3.) A liability to any person not a bond fide resident in the colony, or
to any company not carrying on business in the colony, except a
liability incurred for the purchase of goods which have arrived in the

20 colony at the date to which the statement relates :
Provided always that a liability to a person not a bond #de resident

in the colony, or to a company not carrying on business in the colony,
may be deducted if it be shown to the satisfaction of the Commissioner
by the statement in which the liability is deducted that such person or

25 company has an agent in the colony responsible for the payment of
property-tax for such person or company, and who such agent is :

Provided always that if there be no such agent the person or com-
pany making the statement shall as between himself or itself and the
person or company to whom he or it is so liable be deemed to be his

30 or its agent within the meaning of the third subsection of the nine-
teentli section of the said Act, and may deduct the tax paid by him or
it in respect of such liability out of the next payment which he or it
has to make in respect of such liability; and for all purposes whatsoever
such deduction shall be a payment in respect of such liability.

35 12. All goods received by any person or company on consignment from any Goods on consign-
person not a bond fide resident in the colony, or from a company not carrying on etteombeennocuded
business in the colony, shall be included in the statement of tlie person or com- consignee.

pany to whom the same are consigned as if they were his or its own property,
unless he or it shall show to the satisfaction of the Commissioner that the person

40 or company consigning them to him or it has an agent in the colony responsible
for the payment of the property-tax, and who such agent is.

13. The Governor in Council, on the recommendation of the Commissioner Commissioner may
purchase property almay, whenever he deems it expedient for the protection of the revenue, purchase value mentioned in

and take for the Crown any property of any kind whatsoever or any interest statement, unless
same increased to45 therein mentioned in any statement made under the said Act and this Act, and fair value.

may pay to the person or company making such statement, and to whom the
said property or the interest therein belongs, the sum at which such property is
valued in such statement, together with ten pounds per centum thereon, unless
such person or company shall consent to have the same assessed for the purposes

50 of the said Act and this Act at the value which the Commissioner shall think
the fair cash value thereof.

14. The property or interest therein so purchased shall belong to the Property to v•st in
Crown on paymentCrown from the date of the payment of the purchase-money thereof, and the of purchaie-money.
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title thereto shall absolutely vest in the Crown, without any conveyaince or
assignment, from the date of the publication of a Gazem Bontaining a notice
by the Governor that he has so purchased it as aforesaid; and the same shall
be sold or otherwise dealt with in such manner as the,Governor in Council may

direct; and the Goverjior in Council is hereby empowered, in the name of Her 5
Majeaty, to cony* assure, assign, or otherwise transfer thesame to the pur-
chaser thereof.

15. If any person shall be dissatisfied with the amount at whick the whole
or any portion of his property is hereafter assessed, he shall be entitled to call
upon the Commissioner either to reduce the assessment to the sum at which it 10
was valued in the statement of such person, or else to purchase the property at
the sum at which the same is assessed as aforesaid, which the Commissioner is

hereby required to do upon having the same duly conveyed, assured, or assigned
to the Crown, and the same shall be sold or otherwise dealt with in such manner

as the Governor in Counfil may direct, and the.Governor in Council is hereby 15
empowered in the name of Her Majesty to convey, assure, assign, or otherwise
transfer the same to the purchaser thereof.

16. The Colonial Treasurer, upon the Governor's warrant, may issue and
pay out of the Consolidated Fund, without any specific appropriation, any moneys

required to be expended for the purposes of ections fourteen and sixteen hereof. 20
17. All powers and authorities vested in and all duties imposed on Deputy

Commissioners by the said Act may be exercised or discharged by the Commis-
sioner in any district, and a Deputy Commissioner may be appointed for the
whole or any number of districts.

18. If any person fails, neglects, or refuses to do, execute, or perform anY 25
act, deed, matter, or thing on the date or within the time when either by the
said Act or this Act he ought to do it, then, if no other penalty be prescribed for
such offence, he shall be liable to forfeit and pay a sum not less than jive pounds
and not exceeding one hundred Founds.

19. Sections thirteen, fifteen, forty-two, fifty-two, fifty-four, the proviso to 80
section tlenty-four, all the words after the word " particulars," in the thirty-
second section, and all the words after the word " one " in the third line
of the fifty-eighth section of the said Act are hereby repealed.
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