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11HE .PROVINCIAL COUNCILS laU¥ ACT, 1856 

111 the Twentieth Tear of the Bei;-n of Her Dajesty queen 
Victoria. 

SESSION IV., N°A__ 

ANALYSIS. 

Tith, 
Preamble 

1. Power to Superintendents and Provin
cial Councils to enact laws altering tbc 
civil jurisdiction of Courts having juris
diction in cases when not more than £20 
claimed. 

2, Pow!;_ to Superintendents and Provincial ~ 
t..:ouncils to enact laws imposing a pen- 7 
alty not exceeding £100 or six month, 
imprisonment. 

S. Short Title. 

<., ·, 

. . 

AN AcT to extend the Powers in _certain c~ses of Superintendents and P1·011in- Tit~L ~._: ~~./ - k__ 
cial Councils. ~ ~ ----v '-(.., L-t, 4<, ~ 

W HEREAS by an Act of the Imperial Parliament passed in the
1
__..-fifteenth Preamble. / .,, / 

and sixteenth years of the reign of Her present Majesty ,ntiv1.ea.' « an Act .£../ ~ 
to grant a Representative Constitution to the Colony of New Zealandu it is I / 
amongst other things enacted that it shall be lawful for the Superintendent of 
each Province established by the said Act with the advice and consent of the 
Provincial Council thereof to make and ordain all such laws and Ordinances 
(subject and except as thereinafter mentioned) as may be required for the peace 
order and good government of such Province provided that the same be not re
pugnant to the Law of England and it is further enacted that it shall not be 
lawful for any such Superintendent and Provincial Council to make or ordain 7,~ I 
any Law or Ordinance for the establisJ.ment or abolition of any n.; 
Court of judicature of civil or criminal jurisdiction except Courts f~r trying 
and punishing such offences as by the law of New Zealand are 01' may be made 
punishable in a .summary way or for altering the c~mstitution 
jurisdiction or practice of any such Court except as aforesaid and it is_further 
e~acted that it shall not be lawful for any such Superintendent an<! Provincial 
Council to make or ordain any Law or Ordinance for altering in any way the 
Criminal Law of New Zealand except so fat as relates to the trial and punish- · 
ment of such offences as are noJV or may by the Criminal Law of New 
Zealand be punishable in a summar)' wa~, And it is ~~er en~cted ~hat it 
shall be lawful for the General Assembly to alter the prov1S1ons .of. the· said Act 
respacting the powers of such Provincial Councils as· aforesaid provided 
always that any Bill for such purpose shall be reserved for:- the signification of 
her Majesty's pleasure thereon And : .. w~reas ~or the . p~ose OP enforcing 
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\ obedience to such LLaws and Ordinanfes as may be passed by any Superintendent 
and Provincial Counncil under and by virtue of the authority of the said recited 
Act of the Imperiahl Parliament it is expedient that any such Superintendent 
and Provincial Counncil should have power to alter the jurisdiction of certain 
co_ur~s of judicature'e of civil jurisdiction and also ~n certain cases to alter the 1:: , 
cnmmal Law of Ne ew Zealand and to declare certam Acts to be offences and to · ~ 
~ punishment, ~n th· cow'missiell of such offences notwithstanding that I\ ~ 
such offences by thee criminal Law .of . N: ~J,v Zealand may not be punishable in a ~ ~ 
summary way · 

Be it therefore i enacte·~ by _qie : General -·Asserp._~ly of New Zealand as fol .. 
lows 

1 It shall be lcl.awful for the Superintendent and · Provincial Council of any 
Provim .. e in New Zerealand to make or ordain ~aws or ordi1;1apces for alte~ing the 
ciyil jurisdiction of a any court of summary procedure having jurisdiction· in such 
Province in all suits s or proceedings where the debt or damage claimed shall not 
ex~eed Twenty Pounnds 

Power to Superin· 
tendents and Provin
cial Councils to enact 
laws altering the civil 
jurisdiction of Courts 
having jurisdiction in 
cases when not more 
than £20 claimed 
Power to sS·~erinten- · 2 The Superirintendent and Proyind.al Council .of any Pruvince in New 
dents and rrovincial Zealand shall have Pf>OWer by any Acts or Ordinances to enact that certain Acts 
Counoila to enact laws or omissions contraiary to the provisions of such Acts or Ordinances shall 
imposing 8 ptnalty not be offences within 1 ihe Province to which such Act or Ordinance exceeding ";£100 or 
six month~i imprison- shall relate punishaable summarily or otherwise as· may thereby be directed 
ment . t I Provided always thazat no felony shall be thereby created nor any pu,nishment 

.. 
1
. ! I or penalty attached t<to any such: act or omission which shall exceed six months _ 

~-ij.·' J imprisonment with· hhard labour . or one hundred pounds sterling in amount ~ · 
·1 ., . °'-7. tn,..,1-~ , 

Short Tit;J : { J 3 This 1Uf't ma.ay be cited for all purposes as the "Pl"ovincial Councils 
p~~ Act 1856n 
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