
POLICE OFFENCES AMENDMENT BILL

EXPLANATORY NOTE

Tifi,t Bill amends the Police Offenees Aet 1927.

C/ause 2: Keetion 3 of the prineipal Aet deals with offeiwes relating to good
order and liuiyanees, including disorderly behaviour and fighting in or iii view
of public places as defined by section 40 of the principal Act. Section 40 defines
" public place "as ineluding a number of specified places and buildings, but
does not include public hospitals or similar institutions in the definition.
Nud,clcm,Ne fl) of this clause makes it an offence for ally person to behave iii a
disorderly or offensive manner, or to strike or fight with any other person, in
or in view of M. public hospital or any institution under the control of the
1)epartment of Health (ineluding a mental hospital). Under the elause no
sueli behaviour iM an offeiiee unless it is Jr ilful. Nt.bc Icm.ic (2) inei·eases the
penalty under section 3 from £5 to £10.

('l,ms€ 3: Subclause (1) reinoves, in relation to eoneeptb and entertamments,

tlie exi,ytinge,mfliet hetweeli xeetion 18 of tlie principal Act, which forbids anyone
to work at his calling on Hunday, ami section 31.1 of the Municipal Cori,oratiolis
Act 1933, whieli authorize,M the holding of Nunday concerts and entertainments
wit.h the pievic,ux com<ent or the Horough ('ouric:il or '1'own Board. The effect
of the Hubelause is that Much concerts will be lawful if so authorized by the loeal
authority; and County Councils zire given the fieeew,vary powers For this
Imipow. N id,<:1 <i.u #(2) deeliti·es tile Hunday Observance Aet 1780 not to apply
hi New Zealand. Under that Aet, which is apparently in force liere, a place
opened for public enterlitinnient on Sunday iM deemed to he a disc,rderly houSe
if a charge is made for :idmis:ion. and even· perNon kipi,arently iii eharge of
the place is liable to forfeit £200, everr manager €100, and every doorkeeper
030,10 Hny inforiner JJ ho suew 1'01· it.

(11(Luse i. Under ub,ection ( 1 ) of section 18 of the prinelpal Act an offence
is committed by any person who (m Sunday, in or in view of any public plaee,
works at his calling, transaets< business, sells goods, or exposes goods for Male:
and under subseetion (2 j of that section it is an offence to keep any place opeii
on Sunday for any of th(,se pul'lic,Xest. Subsection (3) of section 18 ec,ntainx a
number of exemptions, including the sale of refreshmenti for eonsumption on
the prernises, the sale of milk, and the carrying on of various essential public
.services: and subseetions (4) and (4A) authorize the earrying 04 uncler special
warrants, of business at bookwtalls at railway stations, bus terminals, and
aerodroines. Subc/ause (1) of this clause relates to refreshments. The effect
of the subelause is to permit. the sale of refreshments on Sunday. whether they
are to be consumed on or off the premises. In order to remove existing doubts
as to tlie meaning of the term " refreshments ". that term is declared to include

meals, beverages other than intoxieating liquor, ice cream, and eonfeetionery.
Nitbc/alt.ye (2) authorizes growers to Nell their own fruit, vegetables, 01' flowers
at their own orehards or gardenM. Nubc/air.ve (3) exempts peiby,11x workliig iii
xervier stationsi from the w·ohibilion on working or traiixiletilig busille.NX 011
Aulid:ly, ;111(1 al,) permits the retail siale 01' petiv,1 and mc,tor (}i]X oil Hundar.
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shown in black or in roman with rule down side.

Hon. Mr. Fortune

POLICE OFFENCES AMENDMENT

ANALYSIS

Title. 3. Sunday entertainments lawful
1. Short Title. where approved by local
2. Section 3 of principal Aet (as authority. Repeal.

to ofFences relating to good 4. Section 18 of principal Act (as
order) amended. to Sunday trading) amended.

A BILL INTITULED

AN AcT to amend the Police Offenees Aet 1927. Title.

BE IT ENACTED by the General Assembly of New
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority

5 of the same, as follows:--
1. This Act may be cited as the Police Offenees Short Title.

Amendment Act 1952, and shall be read together with
and deemed part of the Police Offences Act 1927 see Reprint
(hereinafter referred to as the principal Act). of Statutes,

Vol. II, p. 500
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2. (1 ) Section three of flic, 1„·inc'il):11 Act is hereby
amended hy adding thi following paragraph:--

" (c/,c/) 111 or in view of any inStitlitic)11 1111'ler the
control of a Hospital 11„ard, or any soppirate
institution within flir itw:ining 01' the 5
Flospitals Act 1926, or tiny instihition under
the control of tlip 1)cy,ti:·iment 01' Health

(inclucling tiny public institution within the
mraning of the Mental Defectives .\('t 1911),

or within the hearing of any ptivon in any 10
such institution as afore>aid, wil fully liehaves

111 a riotolls, offensive, indecent, threatening,
insulting, or clisorderly manner or ill a

manner detrimental or lil:ely to be detri-

mental to the orderly conduct, good nitinage- 15
ment, or ele:inliness of the imditiltion, or
v'Hthilly uses Kin' threatening, abilsive,
ii),szilting, or indreent words, or will'lilly
strikes or fisdits with any otlier 13(q·son."

(2) The said section three 1,4 lic,rehy furtlier 20
amended hy (miitting t.lie words " five vounds ". and
>ubstituting the words " ten poiincls ".

3. (1 ) Seetion eightern of the princip:21 Act iN
hereby amendrd hy inserting, aftpr subsection one, the
following sul}Keetion:- 25

" (1.1) Nothing in subsection 011(, 01' this section shall
apply to any concert or entertainment held or given
with the provioiis consent of any local authority, and.
in compliance with such conditions as it may impose,
pursuant to scc,tion three hundred ni,cl thirtc,pn of the 30
Municipal Corporations Act 1933. For the purpose>t
of this subsection,-

"(Ct) The expression ' local authority ' means any
Borough Council, County Counc:il, or Town
Board, or the Road Board of tiny road 35
district that is in a county in which the
Counties Act 1920 is suspended or is not in
force:

"(b) Every local authority that is not n Borough
Council sliall have) the powers of a Borough 40
Council iii'ider the said section throc: hundred

and thirteen, and the provisions of that
section shall applv accordinglv. "
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(2) It is hereby declared that the Sunday Observance Repeal.
Act 1780 does not apply, and shall be deemed never to 21 Geo. III

ch. 49 (U.K.)hare applied, in New Zealand.
4. (1) Section eighteen of the principal Aet is hereby Section 18 of

5 flirtliir :21110.r.dp<1 by oiizi.tting· From subspetion three the fineop&JIf;
words " or the sale of refreshments for consumption trading)
on the promises ", 9111(1 by infertintr, after the said amended.
subsection three, the followii}g subsection :-

64 (3.1) Nothing in ,:11),section one or subsection two
10 of this :ection shall :ipply to the S:11(. 01' refreshments.

Without liiniting the ordinary meaning of the term
' 77,1're::binents ', it is hereby declai'fid that for the
purposes of this subsection that term includes meals,
uevorages other than intoxieating liquors, ice cream,

15 alid confectionerv. , ,

(2) The said section eighteen is hereby further
amen(led hy inserting, after subsection three A (as
inserted hy subsection cme of this section), the following
subsection :-

20 " (Sn) Nothing iii subsection one or subsection two
of this section :h:11] aj)1)],\· to the stile[, bq ang grower
of fruit., recic:ta/,les, or 1/ou·e,·.0 ,1 01' tiny irizit, vegetahles,
or Ho:,ers I,fic,1, n [),1! 1,;m i j flic,3 <rre, voldlhy thegrower
thereof if the sale is l'rom tlk· premisc,s or place. where

25 thes are gro,ni.

(3) Ths, said Fc.(·lion eisrht,·on is hereby further
amc,ncled hy oinittim: 1'1'(,111 subsection thrc,e the words
" or in :1 motor gartilti· ': and sub,tituting the words
c' oi· to persons eng:14,41 iii the work of a inotor garage
or Kervier station m· in the retail sale 01' motor spirits,
pet[.(,1, or motor oils ' '
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