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be done by or through certain Returning Officers and Residellt Magistrates and 
certain Qonds are directed to be entered into. Be it enacted that every Return
ing Officer and Resident Magistrate shall receive all such petItions and cause to 
be executed all such bonds and do all such other acts as by the said Standing 
Orders are or hereafter may be require€! to be done by or through such Retur~
ing Officer or Resident Magistrate, and on neglect or refusal to do or permIt 
the same to be done, such Returning Officer or Resident Magistrate shall on 
conviction thereof in the Supreme Court be liable to a penalty not exceeding 
£100, to be recovered in the Supreme Court by any person authorised by war
rant of the Speaker of the said House to sue for the same, the penalty to be ap
plied as the said House shall direct. 

n. The Attorney-General of New Zealand for the time being, on being 
required so to do by warrant from the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
shall institute and prosecute such suit or other legal proceeding in the Supreme 
Court as may be nesessary to enforce a penalty of any bond so given as afore
said in conformity with the said Standing Orders, and such penalty so recovered 
shall be paid to the Speaker, to be applied as the said House of Representatives 
shall direct. . 

12. If any petitioner against the return of any member for the House of 
Representatives or the sittting member petitioned a~ainst, shall by petition pre
sen ted to the House request the same, the Speaker of such House may issue 
a Commission addressed to slitch three persons as he may appoint to hear and 
report on such petition; and such Commissioners shall have power to enforce 
the attendance of witnesses, the production of books, papers, and documents, and 
may take evidence on oath or otheIwise as they may think proper, and may ex-
ercise all powers vested by any Standing Order of the said House in Committees 
for hearing election petitions; and any person disobeying or neglecting to obey 
the order of such Commissioners or of any such Committee as aforesaid, or re-
fusing to answer any question put by the same, shall be liable to a penalty of 
not less than £20 nor more than £50, to be recovered in the Supreme Court 
by any person who shall be authorized: to sue for the same by warrant of the 
Speaker, and such penalty shall be applied as the House shall direct. 

13. Any person who shall wilfully give false evidence before any. such Com
mission or Committee shall be deemed guilty of perjury, and on conviction 
thereof before the Supreme Court, be liable to the penalties attached to the 
offence of perjury though such evidence may not have been given on oath. 
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14. This Act may be cited for all purposes as "The Purity of Elections Short title.. 
Act, 1856." 

CHARLES CLIFFORD, 
Speaker. 

Pa~sed the House of :Representatives, 
this first day of August, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-six. 

F. E CAMPBELL, 
Clerk of House of :Representatives. 

I certify that this .Bill is in accordanee,witn the 
Bill as reported •. 

HUGH CARLETON, 
Chairman of Committee&. 



EXTRACT FROM THE STANDING ORDERS OF THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

ELECTION PETITIONS. 

149. Petitions against the return of any member of the House of Representa
tives shall be addressed to that House. 

150. Such petitions shall be delivered to the Returning Officer of the district 
in which the election shall have taken place, or in case of his absence or incapacity to 
act, to the nearest Resid1mt Magistrate, within one calendar month after the de
claration of the state of the poll by the Returning Officer. 

151. On delivery of such petition to the Returning Officer or Resident 
Magistrate, the petitioner shall enter into a bond to the Queen with a penalty of 
two hundred pounds, with two surities in one hundred pounds each, to prosecute 
the petition in a bona fide manner at the next session of the Assembly, and to pay 
all such costs and penalties as may be directed by the House. Such securities to 
be approved of by the Returning Officer or Resident Magistrate. 

152. The Returning Officer or Resident Magistrate shall send the petition 
and bond, as soon as possible after the receipt thereof, to the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives. 

153. So soon as Mr. Speaker shall have taken the chair at the next sitting of 
the House, the Clerk shall place such returns in his hands, and Mr. Speaker shall 
then communicate the same to the House. 

154. Every petition shall set forth the specific grounds on which the return is 
impugned, and no other grounds than such as are stated in_ the petition shall be 
investigated. 

155. A copy of the petition shall be served by the petitioner or his agent on 
the party petitioned against, or left at his usual or last known place of abode 
within fourteen days after its delivery to the Returning Officer or Resident 
Magistrate. 
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