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A BILL INTITULED' 
to consolidate the Law relating to the Privileges, Immunities, .and 

Wers conferred on the Legislative Council and the House of Representa
es of New Zealand. 

;r ENACTED by the General Assembly of New Zealand in Parl1ament 
led, and by the authority of the same, as follows :-

; The Short T!tle of this Act is "The Parliai;nentary Privileges Act, 1881." 
. 1, In. this Act,-. 

'~ Speaker" includes the Acting-Speaker and any other person for the time 
being acting in the capacity of Speaker: 

'.' C.ourt · of Record" includes the Court of Appeal, the Supr~me Court, the 
Court of Vice-Admiralty, District Courts, and no other Court: 

.{f P.r.ocess " includes every writ, summons, and subprena. · 
No, 6-3. . 
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,report, paper, votes or proceedings, it shall be. lawful to give in evidence under report, &c., if shown 

the general issue or denial such, report p.aper v;otes. or proceedings and to show that sue~ abstract . , , · ' . · ' ' · · was bona.fide made 
that such extract ,or abstract was published bond fide and without malice, .and, if defe1;1dant entitle!1, to 
such shall be the. opinion of the jury, a verdict of not. guilty .sh~ll be .entered. f9:r ~;~~c~:~ ~;~ a:~~ty. 

, the defendant. 
5'' 

EXEMPTION FROM ATTENDANCE IN COURTS,. ETC, 

8. Whenever the Speaker of the Legislative Council, or the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives, being in attendance on Parliament, shall be required 
by the process of any Court of record or by recognizance to attend thereat 

10 personally, either as a party or a witness in any civil proceeding, or as a witness 
or prosecutor in any criminal proceeding, he shall submit the matter to the 
Legislative Council or House of Representatives respectively, and such order may 
be made thereon as the Council or House may think fit, and, if it 'be resolved 
that the Speaker shall be exempted from attendance, such :resolution shall be 

15 presented in like manner and shall have the same effect as the certificate herein
.after mentioned in respect of any other member. 
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tendance on Courts. 
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Council oi- Hause.' 
1866, No. 73, s. 6. 

Provided that, if the Council or House be under adjournment, and it be Power to Speaker to 
necessary to act without delay, it shall be competent for the Speaker whose sign a certificate in 

his own favour in 
attendance is required to sign a certificate to the like effect as is hereinafter certain cases, 

20 provided in respect of any other member ; but such certificate shall remain in 
force only until the matter shall have been submitted by the Speaker at the first 
convenient opportunity to the Council or House, . and order shall be made 
thereon. 

9. Whenever any member of the Legislative Council, or any member of Members and office:n 

25 the House of Representatives, other than the Speakers thereof respectively, or of A1ssedm~ly may. 
app y urmg session 

any of the officers specified in the First Schedule hereto, being in attendance on to Speaker for ex-

Parliament shall be required by the process· of any Court of record to attend emptio,n fr~J?- atten-
' , · dance m civil Courts. 

thereat personally, either as . a party or a witness in any civil proceeding, or as a Ib., s. 7. 
1-, witness in any criminal proceeding, such member or officer, being a member or 
30 officer of the Legislative Council, may apply to the Speaker thereof, or, being a 

'ID.ember or officer of the House of Representatives, to the Speaker thereof, .to be_ 
. exell).pted from such attend!!,u.ce. 

10. When any suoh member or officer as aforesaid, being in attend.ance on Membe,rs arid. o~ 

: Parliament, shall have been bound by recognizance to prosecute or to giv:e ~:!fed ~;{!;:it~~ 
35 evidence at . any sitting of a Court of record to be holden duru;tg any session of exemptiol\, .. .' . ,, , 

,the General Assembly, or within ten da~ before }he cQmmencement thereof or Ib., 8• s . 
. ten days after the termination thereof, in any, case of felony or misdemea,nour, 
,s,uch member or, officer of .the Legislative Council may .apply to the Speaker 

f .. thereof, or, being. a member or o.:fficer ·of the House of Representatives, .to t~ 
'40 Speaker thereof, to be exempted from such attendance. · 

11. On .any such application to a. Speaker, unless it shall appear to his satis- ~veaJ.er to ~4:.· , .. , 
.f · t' h · · h hi. k fi k · h · t .· £ mquiry and.gr.ant . ac 10n, on sue mqmry as. . e may t n t to ma e m to., t e eircums ances o 11,:,rtili.catil. ·' · · '' , ; · 
.the case, that the ends of public justice wo1,1ld be defeated or injuriously lb.,s.9, . . . . .,, 

,. . delayed,· or that irreparable injury would be caused , to auy·par~y to ::proceedings , 
4t5 .in such Court 0£ record, by the non-attendance .. oLsuch meml)e,r,pr .pfficer, such 

Jiipeak~ shall grant.a certificate under his hand to the effectJ;bad;.~ attendance 
iri the General Asseni~y 0£ the member .or officer ,tlter,ein ·n~d, is required 
during the session. .; 

c: . 1.· 2 . . On. such ... cer .... tificafo .. he.in. g pr.es1;m.::ted.to th. e.Co ... urt.in. 1~.Jlich th .. e attendance E:ll'ect of certitiaate. 
50 ,¢ such memberr or c0:lµcer is re(luired, he shall be;therehy .~Jlll)ted,-fyom attend- Ib., s. IO. 

~iJ.g ,therein ,~ti,lt~ .days,~te: the te;rmi~a!iou ~ t~ ::se~~o:n :Fk~1 being held, 
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attendance until the expil'ation of ten from the termination of the session 
of the General Assembly in respect of which such is claimed; 

And may make order fo:r the attendance of such member or officer at the 
sitting of such Comt at such futme date after the expiration of such ten days as 
such Court or Judge may think fit. 
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afforded him of being personally present at the trial or hearing of 
such proceedings, and that his attendance on Parliament will prevent 
his being able so to be present. 

(2.) When such member or officer shall be in attendance on Parliament, and 
such proceedings shall be likely to come on or shall be set down for 
trial or hearing at a sitting of such Court to be held at any time 
during a session of Parliament or within thirty days thereafter, then 
such member or officer shall apply to the Speaker of the Council or 
House of which he is member or officer for a certificate entitling him 
to an adjournment of such trial or hearing. 

Such application shall be made upon an affidavit of such member 
or officer, and delivered to such Speaker, that such proceedings are 
likely to come on or are set down for trial or hearing at a sitting of 
such Court to be held during such session or within thirty days there
after, and that the personal attendance of such member or officer at 
such trial or hearing will be necessary for his interest. 

The said Speaker shall, after making inquiry in manner provided 
by the eleventh section, and unless satisfied that irreparable injury 
would be caused to any party to such proceedings if the trial or hear
ing thereof were postponed, forward such affidavit, together with a 
certificate in term'.s of the aforesaid section, to the Court in which 
such proceedings are pending. 

17. The Court in which such civil proceedings shall be pending shall, in either 
of the above-mentioned cases, cause the trial or hearing of such proceedings to 
be adjourned without cost to such member or officer from time to time to some 
sitting of such Court to be held after the expiration of thirty days after the ter
mination of the session. 

Provided, however, that, in the case provided for by the first subsection of 
section sixteen, the Court may make the same i'nquiries as the Speaker of either 
House of Assembly is required to make under the eleventh section, and shall not be 
bound to adjourn or postpone the trial or hearing if it shall be satisfied that 
irreparable injury would be caused to any party to such proceedings by such 
adjournment or postponement. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

18. Nothing in this Act contained shall be construed to limit or abridge in 
any respect the power of the Legislative Council or of the House of Representa
tives to give leave to any of the members or officers of either House respectively 
to attend any Court in respect of which it may appear desirable to the Council 
or House, as the case may be, that such leave should be granted. 

Provided always that any member of either House, having obtained leave of 
absence without any reference to the process of any Court, shall, so far as regards 
any Court not being a Court of record, but not as regards a Court of record, 
be considered as in attendance upon his duties in Parliament. 
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19. It shall be the duty of all Courts, Judges, and Justices, and all other,Courttotnkejuilic:nl 

persons, to take judicial notice of the signatures of the Speaker of the Legislative ;;!;;e~'. "'g"a:;u,- .,; 

Council, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives, when affixed to any lb., s. 11. 

certificate granted under this Act. · · 
20. If any person shall serve or cause to be served any summons or process 

·issued out of any Court not of record, other than a summons or warrant on a 
50 charge of felony or misdemeanour, upon any such member or officer as aforesaid, 

or for such member or officer, hy senq,ing, leaving, or delivering the same in any 
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to be void, 
lb., s, 12. 
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way which -would otherwise be good service by- law, during any session of the 
·General Assembly, or within ten days before the commencement or ten days after 
the termination of such session, such service shall be invalid al;ld of none effect. 

· 21. The Legislative Council and House of Representatives, and any Com
mittee either of such Council or House, any joint Committee of such Council 5 
and House, and any such Committee as aforesaid to which any private Bill may 
be referred by such Council or House, may respectively administer an oath to 
the witnesses examined before such Council, or House, or Committee. 

Any person examined as aforesaid who shall wilfully give false evidence shall 
be liable to the penalties of perjury. . 10 

2 2. Every witness sworn and examined under the provisions of this Act has 
and shall have, in respect of the testimony which he has given or shall give when 
so sworn, the like privileges, immunities, and indemnities in all respects as are 
.possessed by or belong to any witness sworn and examined in the Supreme Court. 

23. The Acts enumerated in the Second Schedule are hereby repealed. 

SCHEDULES. 

FIRST SCHEDULE. 
The Clerk of Parliament. 
The Clerk of the Legislative Council. 
The Clerk-of the -House-of Rep-resentatives. 
The Serjeant-at.Arms. 
The Clerk-Assistant of .the LegisJative Council. 
The Clerk-Assist:ant <1f the House of· Representatives. 

SECOND SCHEDULE. 

AcTS REPEALED. 

1860, No. 1.-The Private Bills Evidence Act, 1860. 
1865, No. 13.-The Parliamentary Privileges Act, }865. 
1866, No. 73.-The Privileges Act, 1866. 
1872, No. 73.-The Privileges Act 1866 Amendment Act, 1872. 
1875, No. 20.-The Parliamentary Privileges Act 1865 Amendment Act,. 

1875. 
1878, No. 16.--The Privilieges Act l8e6 AmeN.dmient Act, 1878. 

By .A.uthorit,y: .. GEOBGll DIDS:BU.Jfi) -GoTernment l'nin11er, Wellington.; ....... 1881. 
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