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A BILL INTITULED

'c The Public Revenues Act, I 878."
TrTHERCEAS it is expedient to consolidate and amend the laws
¥ V relating to the public moneys :

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED by the General Assembly of New
Zealand in Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same,
as follows:-

1. The Short Title of this Act is " The Public Revenues Act,
1878."

I.-GENERAL PROVISIONS.

2. The several Acts mentioned in the first Schedule to this Act
are hereby repealed. 10

3. The following words in this Act have the several meanings
following, that is to say,-

"The Treasury" means the Colonial Treasurer or any member
of the Executive Council for the time being acting as or
for the Colonial Treasurer. 15

"The Postmaster-General " includes any m.ember of the Exe-
eutive Council for the time being acting as or for the
Postmaster-General.

"TIle Audit O ffice" means the Controller and Auditor-General

appointed under this Act. 20
" The Bank" means any bank in which the Public Account is

appointed to be kept as provided by this Act.
"The Regulations " mean the regulations made under the

authority of this Act.
" Public moneys" mean and include all moneys, and all bonds 25

debentures and securities of what kind soever for the

payment of money, payable to or belonging to the Crown
or to the Government of New Zealand.

" Accountant" means any person who is required to render an
account under the provisions of this Act. 80

" Imprestee " means any person in whose hands any public
money is placed for expenditure in the public service.

" Vote" means any sum of money appropriated to the public
service by the annual Appropriation Act or any other Act
sanctioning the expenditure of public money. 85

4. The Treasury shall be charged with the administration of this
Act, and all persons concerned in the receipt custody and expenditure
of public moneys shall, subject to the provisions of this Act and of
the Regulations made thereunder, obey all such instructions as they
may from time to time receive from the Treasury in respect to the 40
public moneys or to accounting for the same.

5. The Governor in Council may from time to time make, and
may alter or repeal, Regulations, not inconsistent with this Act,
appointing the bank or banks in which all public moneys are to be
kept, and directing the forms in which all accounts of the same are to 45
be kept and rendered, and generally for the guidance of all persons
concerned in the receipt, custody, and expenditure of public moneys.
Such Regulations shall be published in the Nell Zealand Gazette, and

shall have the force of law from a day named therein, and shall be laid
before both Houses of the General Assembly within ten days after its 50
first sitting next after such publication.

Any such Ilegulation may impose upon any person in the
public service liable to render an account under this Act
a penalty, not exceeding one pound for any one offence, for
the breach of any Regulation, or for any error in any such 55
account. And any such penalty may be imposed by the
order of the Treasury, and may be recovered by deducting
the same from any salary or emoluments due to the person
incurring such penalty.
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II.-OF THE RECEIPT AND CUSTODY OF THE PUBLIC MONEYS.

6. All moneys legally payable to or belonging to the Govern- The Public Account
ment of New Zealand are the property of Her Majesty, and shall,
except as herein otherwise provided, be kept in one account at the

5 Bank, called the Public Account.
The Public Account shall consist of two Funds, as follows:- The several Funds in

(l.) The Consolidated Fund, to which shall be carried all
the Public AccounL

receipts, except as herein otherwise provided:
(2.) The Public Works Fund, to which shall be carried the pro-

10 duce of all loans or other moneys authorized by Parlia-
ment to be raised and appropriated to immigration and
public works.

7. Moneys received by way of deposit on account of Customs Deposits.
duties or of Land Fund, moneys paid into Court in virtue of any

15 statute, rule, or authority whatever, and all moneys deposited with any
person in the public service pending the completion of a transaction
whereby the same may become payable to the Government or repay-
able to the depositor or other person, shall be deemed to be public
moneys within the meaning of this Act. But such moneys shall be

20 either paid into the Public Account, or otherwise dealt with and
accounted for by the persons having custody thereof as the Treasury,
subject to this Act and the Regulations in force thereunder, from
time to time directs.

Every deposit unelaimed for a period of one year after having
25 become payable to the depositor shall be paid into and

form part of the Consolidated Fund ; but the Treasury
may issue and pay the same to any legally entitled claim-
ant thereof at any time within six years thereafter.

8. Whenever, by virtue of any agreement made between the Moneys collected for
80 Government and any person, company, or other body, moneys belong- private per,ons or

companies.

ing to or due to such, person, company, or other body are collected
by the Government, such moneys shall be deemed to be and shall be
dealt with as public moneys within the meaning of this Act; and such
moneys, or so much thereof as may become so payable, shall, without

85 further appropriation, be issued and paid to such person, company, or
other body in such proportions, in such manner, and at such times as
may be set forth in any such agreement.

Moneys so paid into and issued from the Public Account shall
not be included in the accounts of the public revenue and

40 expenditure of the colony.
The Government shall not be liable to any such person, com-

party, or other body for any moneys so payable into the
Public Account, except for moneys actually collected under
any such agreement.

45 9. Moneys received as postal revenue, or for transmission by Provision as to
money order, or for deposit in the Post Office Savings Bank, shall be postal revenue.

deemed to be public moneys within the meaning of this Act, and shall
be kept in a separate account at the Bank called " The Post Office
Account," which shall be operated on only by cheque of the Post-

50 master-General, countersigned by the Controller and Auditor-General.
The Postmaster-General shall, at the end of each month, or

oftener if required to do so by the Treasury, pay over to
the Consolidated Fund all sums received during such
month as postal revenue.

55 After the end of each calendar year the Postmaster-General
shall prepare an account showing the total profit acemed
upon the Post Office Account during such year ; and shall,
on or before the end of the then financial year, pay over
the balance, after making full provision for all liabilities

60 to depositors and otherwise thereon, to the Consolidated
Fund.
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16 to moneys re- 10. Moneys received under any Act for the time being in force
ceived under Govern·

ment Insurance and relating to the Government Insurance and Annuities, together with
Annuities Act. all interest accruing from such moneys, shall be deemed to be public

moneys within the meaning of this Act, and shall, anything in any
such first-mentioned Act notwithstanding, be kept in a separate account 5
at the Bank, called " The Government Insurance Account," which
shall be operated on only by cheque of the Government Insurance
Commissioner, countersigned by the Controller and Auditor-General.

Moneys held by 11. All moneys payable to the Government in trust for private
Government in trust persons, and which are not liable to be appropriated for the public 10to be paid into
public Trust omee. service of the colony, shall, except as herein otherwise specially pro-

vided by this Act, be paid into the Public Trust Office; and all moneys
in the Public Trust Office shall be deemed to be public moneys within
the meaning of this Act, but shall be dealt with and accounted for as
provided by the Acts for the time being in force relating to such office. 15

Provision respecting Every sum of money in the Public Trust Office remaining
such moneys when unclaimed, and of which no lawful owner is known for aunclaimed for six

years. period of six years after its receipt into such office, whether
received before or after the passing of this Act, shall, at the
end of each financial year, be paid over by the Public 20
Trustee to the Consolidated Fund.

But nothing in this section shall operate as a bar to any lawful
claim to any such moneys for a period of ten years
after their receipt into the Public Trust Office; and the
Colonial Treasurer shall, within such period, issue and pay 25
any such lawful claims out of the Consolidated Fund.

Moneys in the Bank 12. All public moneys paid into the Bank shall be deemed to be
lent to the Bank. lent by Her Majesty to the person or body corporate to whom the Bank

belongs, and may not be removed therefrom except as by this Act
provided. 30

Banks to Bend 13. Every branch of the Bank into which money is paid to the
moneys to seat of Public Account shall at the close of business on the Saturday in each
Government, and
account, to Tre»iury. week, and at such other times as the Treasury directs, transmit the

whole of such moneys to the Bank at the seat of Government; and
shall at the same time send to the Treasury a bank sheet setting forth, 85
in the order of date, every sum so received and transmitted; and the
Bank at the seat of Government shall, at all times when so required,
send to the Treasury full accounts of all transactions in respect of
public monevs in the hands of the Bank.

Bank sheets to Audit 14. E[he Bank at the seat of Government shall from time to time, 40
omee. at such times as the Audit Office directs, send to the Audit Office a

bank sheet setting forth the totals of the credit and debit sides of the
Public Account for the period to which such sheet relates, with the
balances brought and carried forward respectively.

Bank to gire receipts. 15. The Bank shall, if so required, give to every person paying 45
public moneys into the Bank a receipt in such form as the Treasury
directs for every sum so paid in.

Treasury may agree 16. The Treasury mav from time to time agree with any Bank
ith any Bank for upon terms and conditions for the receipt, custody, payment, and
conducting business.

transmission of public moneys within or without the colony, and for 50
advances to be made under the authority of this Act, and for the
charges in respect of the same, and for the interest payable by or to
the Bank upon balances or advances respectively, and generally for
the conduct of the banking business of the Government; but no such
agreement shall be made for a period of more than one year unless it 55
contains a provision that the same may be terminated at any time after
a notice of not exceeding six months.

Government not to 17. Except as specially provided by an Act of the General
Dorrow except under Assembly, it shall not be lawful for the Government to borrow, nor foran Act.

any bank or other person to lend to the Government, any moneys 60
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either by way of loan or overdraft; and every engagement for the re-
payment of any such loan or overdraft shall be absolutely null and
void.

5

18. If the balance at credit of the Consolidated Fund is at any If Consolidatedlruna
nsumcient.5 time insullicient to meet the expenditure lawfully chargeable thereon, L„rnmA my

the Treasury may, under the authority of an Order iii Council to be borrow up to
£400,000 on Defi-issued iii iliat behalf during the recess of Parliament, or if Parlia- ciency Bills.

ment is sitting, under the authority of a resolution of the Committee
of Supply, from time to time borrow from any Bank or other person,

10 or from the Public Works Fund, any sum of money, and may repay
the same or any part thereof; so however that the total amount at
any time outstanding and unpaid shall not exceed tlie sum of fottr
hundred thousand pounds.

All such moneys shall be 1}orrowed upon the security of
15 Deficiency Bills, which shall be signed by the Treasury

and by the Controller and Auditor-General, and the pro-
ceeds of all such bills shall be paid into the Public Account,
to the credit of the Consolidated Fund.

No such bill shall be issued having a currency extending more
20 than three months beyond the end of the then linancial

year, and the principal and interest of all such bills shall
be a first charge upon and shall be paid out of the accruing
income of the Consolidated Fund.

19. The Treasury may from time to time invest any of the Balances may b
25 balances of the Public Account, or any part thereof, for such periods invested.

and on such terms as it thinks flt, in such securities as the Governor
by Order in Council from time to time declares to be securities in
which such money may be invested, and may from time to time sell
and convert into money any such securities, and cause such money

80 to be paid into the Public Account to tile credit of the proper Fund
to which it belongs.

The Postmaster-General may from time to time invest any part
of t.lie balance in the Post Office Account in such securities

as the Governor in Council from time to time declares to

85 be securities in which such moneys may be invested, and
may from time to time sell and convert into money any
such securities, and cause such money to be paid into the
Post Omee Account.

20. All securities for public moneys so invested, and all securities Securities to be held
40 held by or on behalf of the Commissioners of the Public Debt Sinking under three keyb

Funds, the Postmaster-General, the Government Insurance Commis-
sioner, or tlie Public Trustee, shall be hcld in the joint custody of the
Audit Ofrice, the Secretary to the Treasury, and one or other of
the above-mentioned ofneers, and shall be secured under three keys,

45 one of which shall be held by each of the oflicers having custody of the
said securities.

All such securities shall be inspected by tlie officers in whose
custody they are, or by three ofricers of their respective
departments on their behalf, at least once in each year,

50 anda return of all the securities found on such inspection
shall be laid before Parliament within thirty days after the
opening of each Session.

21. The Governor shall from time to time appoint some fit person Receiver-GeneraL
to be the Receiver.General, who shall hold oilice at the Governor's

55 pleasure.
22. Every person receiving or having possession of or control Receivera.

over any money payable into the Public Account, or into any Deposit
Account, is a R.eceiver within the meaning of this Act, and every
Receiver shall day by day pay all such money into such branch of the

60 Bank as the Treasury directs.
Where, by reason of distance from the Bank or other cause, such

payments cannot be conveniently made, then the Receiver
2
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shall pay such moneys into the Public Account, or to such
other Receiver and in such manner, as the Treasury, sub-
ject to the Regulations, from time to time directs.

23. Every Receiver shall keep a cash-book in the form directed
by the Regulations or by the Treasury, and shall enter therein, in the 6
order of date, every sum received and every sum paid into the Public
Account, whether at the Bank or as otherwise above provided, and
shall, at such times as are directed by the Regulations or by the
Treasury, balance such cash book and send to the Receiver-General a
copy of so much thereof as he has not previously sent. 10

24. The Receiver.General shall, day by day, prepare from the
cash-books of the several Receivers, and shall send to the Audit Omee

an account showing so much of the moneys paid into the Public
Account by such Receivers as he shall not have previously included
in any such account; and shall distribute such moneys to the several 15
Funds under the several heads of revenue, or to the credit of the
several votes requiring to be credited, according as the same have
arisen; and shall at the same time send to the Audit Office all the
copies of Receiver's cash-books and other vouchers in support of such
account. 20

The said account, when certified by the Audit Office, shall be
deemed to be the Revenue Account for the colony for the
day to which it relates, and shall be recorded in the
books of the Treasury and Audit Office accordingly.

III.-OF THE CONTROL AND AUDIT. 25

25. There shall be an ofliccr to be called tile Controller and
Auditor General, and an oficer to be called the Assistant Controller
and Auditor, who shall respectively be appointed by the Governor in
the name and on behalf of Her Majesty, and shall hold oince upon good
behaviour, and shall be removable therefrom only upon an address to 80
the Governor from both Houses of the General Assembly.

26. Neither of the said officers shall be capable of being a
member of the Executive Council or of either House of the General
Assembly, or of holding any office of trust or profit in the public
service other than his oflice hereby created. 85

Any member of the Executive Council or of the General
Assembly, or any person holding any office iii the public
service may be appointed to be Controller and Auditor
General, or Assistant Controller and Auditor, any Act for
the time being in force to the contrary notwithstanding; 40
but his seat in such Council or in the General Assembly, or
his said office, shall, upon such appointment, become 480
facto vacant.

27. The Controller and Auditor General shall be paid a clear
annual salary of one tliousaiid pounds, and the Assistant Controller 45
and Auditor a clear annual salary of eiglit hundred pounds, out of the
Consolidated Fund.

28. The Governor in Council may, when Parliament is not in
Session, suspend either of the said officers or both of them from his or
their offices, but such suspension shall not continue in force beyond 50
the end of the then next session of Parliament, and the salaries above

mentioned shall continue to be paid to such officers, any such suspen-
sion notwithstanding.

29. In the event of the suspension of either of the said officers the
Governor may appoint some lit person in his stead, who shall hold office 55
during the continuance of such suspension, and shall be paid for the
time during which he holds office, the same salary as that of the officer
suspended.
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30. Where, by any Act in force at the passing of this Act, any- power» of Aditor
General, &c.,thing is required to be done by the Auditor General, the Controller of continued in

the Public Account. tile Commissioners of Audit, or by any Provincial controllor nd
or District Auditor, the same may be done by the Controller and Auditor

Auditor General.

5 General appointed under this Act.
And any thing which under tile authority of this Act may be A.,i,tomt controner

and Auditor may actdone by the Controller and Auditor General, may, on his death or for Controller and

during his absence or by his authority be done by the Assistant Con - Auditor General
troller and Auditor.

10 31. It sliall be the duty of the Audit Oilice to audit all aCCOUntS Audit Omce to
relating to the receipt, custody, or expenditure of the public moneys,

uudit all accounts

and it shall be the duty of the Receiver-Gelieral, the Paymaster-
General, and of all accountants and o Elier persons, to afford :111
such information as the Audit Ofilce at any time requires, and to

15 answer all such questions as may be addressed to them or any of them
by the Audit Oftice, touching any public moneys, or any account
thereof, or any other matter which may be necessary to enable the
Audit Oflice to fulfil the duties imposed thereon by this Act.

32. Tile Controller and Auditor General may, by xyriting under Tnepectors.
20 his .hand, from time to time appoint any oflicer of the Audit Depart-

ment or other fit person to inspect any accounts which are required to
be audited by this Act, and to report thereon to the Audit Office; and
any such ofricer or other person shall liave power to inspect all accounts,
vouchers, and other papers relating to any public moneys in the posses-

26 sion or control of or due from any accountant.
33. It shall be the duty of the Audit Office to au.dit the Ai,dit of accowti of

local bodies.

accounts of any Borough, County, liond Board, or other public
Corporation or institution receiving aid out of public moneys, when
required so to do by the Governor ; and the Audit ofFice shall have

80 and exercise, in respect of the moneys and accounts of any such body,
and the persons dealing therewith, the same powers which are hereby
vested in it in respect Sf the public moneys.

But it :liall not be the dut.v of the Audit Office to audit any of
the accounts mentioned in ihis section unless required to

85 do so by the Governor. any Act or Ordinance now iii force
to the eoiitrary notwithst:,]iding.

34. The Controller and Auditor General is hereby empowered by Audit omee precept.
Precept under his hand, in the form set forth in the Second Schedule, Second schedulo.
to require any such person as he thinks fit to appear personally before

40 him at a time and place to be named in such precept, and to produce
any accounts, vouchers, books or papers in the possession or control of
such person ; and the Controller and Auditor General shall have full
power to examine such person upon oath touching the receipt, expen-
diture of, or otherwise dealing with any public moneys, and touching

45 all other matters necessary for the due execution of the powers vested
in him by this Act.

35. Every Receiver, Imprestee, or other person dealing with •Accomttant, nq
public money, shall be entitled, upon demand thereof, to receive from ir=42£6(te of
the Audit Omee a certificate of discharge for so much of such moneys
as he appears upon examination of his accounts to linve received and

50 duly accounted for during each financial year.

IV.--OF THE API'-ILOPRIATION OF PUBLIC MONEYS.

36. The annual Appropriation Act or Acts shall lapse at the end Appropriation Aots
of the financial· year to which they relate, and all liabilities incurred to lapse.

55 under the authority thereof and unpaid at the end of such year shall
be included in the estimates of the next jinancial year.

37. The Governor in Council may direct that any surplus upon s,plus onvote, may
be used.

any vote on the estiI=tes may be applied in aid of any other vote in
the same class, but the total sum voted for any class may not be

60 thereby exceeded, nor any salary or other charge fixed by permanent
Act altered.

38. Money received for the sale of stores, or otherwise to the credit, to vote„
credit of any service, shall be carried to the credit of the vote charged
with the expenditure out of which such credit has arisen, and shall be

65 deemed to be appropriated to such service in addition to the vote for
Al r

..'0.-.
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V.-OF TIIE ISSUE AND EXPENDITURE OF PUBLIC MONEYS.

39. The Governor shall from time to time appoint some fit person
to be the Paymaster-General, who shall hold office at the Governor's
pleasure.

40. No money shall be issued out of the Public Account except 5
in pursilance of a warrant under the hand of the Governor, in the
form set forth iii the Third Schedule ; but before issuing any money
in obedience to any such warrant the Audit Office shall certify
thereon that the issue mentioned therein may be made according to
law. 10

Any such warrant of the Governor, and certificate of the Audit.
Office, may be sent by telegraph, and the money named
therein issued thereupon.

No such warrant shall continue in force after the end of the

financial year in which the same is issued. 15
41. Every claim for tlie payment of public money shall be put

into a voucher in such form as the Treasury directs, and when certitied
by the proper oillcer authorized to certify the same, shall be sent to
the Audit Office ; and the Audit Oflice shall pass such voucher and
send it to the Treasury, being first satisfied- 20

(1) that the voucher is in due form, and that the computations
therein are correct;

(2) that the payment is authorized by the Minister for the time
being administering the department for which the service
is performed or articles supplied, or by some person duly 25
appointed by him to authorize the same ;

(3) that the expenditure is charged upon the voucher against
the proper vote and Fund provided by Parliament for the
sallie.

42. The Paymaster-General shall from time to time prepare a 80
Requisition, in the form in the Fourth Schedule, comprising an account
of so many of the vouchers passed by the Audit Ofrice as are proposed
to be paid, cliarging each item against the proper vote and Fund as
stated on tile voucher ; and such Requisition, being authorized by the
Treasury, shall be sent to the Audit Omee, together with all the 35
vouchers in support thereof.

43. The Audit Office being satisfied that there is a sumcient
balance in the Public Account to the credit of each Fund to

meet the charges thereon named in the Requisition, and that the
issue is within the amount authorized by warrant of the Governor, 40
shall forthwith issue an Order, in the form in the 8777, Schedule,
directing the Bank to honor the cheques of the Paymaster-General
upon the Public Account to tile several amounts, and at the several
branches of the Bank specified in sucll Order, not exceeding in the
whole the sum named in the ]Requisition. And suell Order, when 45
countersigned by the Treasury, shall be full authority to the Bank
to pay the cheques of the Paymaster-General to the several amounts
named in such Order.

44. Whenever it appears necessary for the public service that
money should be expended in excess of or without the appropriation 50
of Parliament, the Minister for the service of whose department such
expenditure is required shall make a statement in writing setting forth
the reasons rendering such expenditure necessary, and shall submit
the same to the Treasury, and any Requisition for the issue of such
money shall be signed by the said Minister as well as by the Treasury. 55

45. The Audit Office shall, upon such Requisitions, from time to
time issue Orders for the payment of vouchers in excess of or without
the appropriation of Parliament, to an amount not exceeding in the
whole one hundred thousand pounds in any one financial year.

46. All sums so issued during the currency of the annual Appro- 60
priation Act shall be charged to an account to be called the " Un-
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authorized Expenditure Account," and an abstract of the same, certi fled Abstract to be laid
by the Audit Office, shall be laid before Parliament within ten days

before Parliament

after its first sitting day next after the end of the then financial year.
And all sums so i ssiled in anticipation of the Appropriation Act to be Ii»,te, in ticip»tion

5 passed during the then or next sitting of Parliament shall be included ti*Tipi,i,od'd
in the estimates of the year for which such issues are made. in estimate,.

47. Moneys required to be issued by way of imprest for the Imprests.
public service shall bo cliarged in the Requisition against the vote for
the service for which such imprest is required.

10 48. Every imprestee shall, on every Monday morning, prepare Impreatees to
and post to the Paymaster-General ·an account showing the whole account weekly.

expenditure of such moneys during the previous week, and the balance
remaining unexpended, supported by such vouchers and other docu-
ments as are required by the Treasury or the Audit Office ; but the

15 Treasury may extend the period within which any imprestee is required
to account to an interval not exceeding four weeks in any ease.

49. Claims for credit to an imprestee for the expenditure of Credit Requisition.
imprest moneys, and claims to transfer charges from one account to
another, shall be put into voucher and first submitted to the Audit

20 Office, and dealt with as in the case of vouchers for the issue of money
for final payment. And the Paymaster-General shall from time to time
prepare a Credit Requisition, in the form in the Sixth Schedule, con. Birth schedule.
taining a full and detailed account of the vouchers so passed by the
Audit Office, crediting in such Requisition the several accounts against

25 which imprests have been charged, or from which charges are proposed
to be transferred, with the imprests accounted for or with ille sums
to be transferred, as the case may be, and charging tlie several
accounts with expenditure as stated on the vouchers ; and shall send
such Credit Requisition, when signed by the Treasury, together with

80 the vouchers in support of the same, to the Audit Office. And as
soon as the Treasury receives notice in writing from the Audit Ofilce
that such Credit Requisition is passed by the Audit Oillce, but not
otherwise, tile several sums therein credited charged or transferred
shall be recorded in the accounts of the Treasury.

85 50. If the Audit Office declines to pass any Issue or Credit If Audit Omee
objecte, Governor inRequisition on the ground thal the charges thereinare not according to council to decide

law, the matter iii dispute shall be determined by the Governor in
Council, having before him the opinion of the Attorney-General
thereon; but the objections of the Audit Oface shall, if it so requires,

40 be laid before Parliament.

51. Alt vouchers for the payment of which money is issued shall Receipted vouchers
to be returned to

be returned to the Audit Office by the Paymaster-General, duly re- Audit Omee.
ceipted by, or by the written authority of, the person entitled to
receive such money. And the Audit Office shall surcharge every sum

45 for which such properly receipted voucher is wanting against the
officer whose duty it was to obtain such receipt.

VI.-01' PULLIC MONEYS BEYOND THE COLONY.

52. All moneys the property of the Government of New Zealand Tlie New Zealand
in the United Kingdom shall be paid into an account called the New Public Account.

50 Zealand Public Account, at such Bank or Banks as the Governor by
warrant under his hand from time to time appoints ; and no moneys
shall be withdrawn from such account except in the manner provided
by this Act.

53. The Governor iii Council may cancel any such appointment, Governor may alter
55 and may remove the moneys in the said account or such part of them Bank.

as lie thinks lit from any Bank to any other Bank so appointed.
54. The Governor in Council shall appoint, and may from time Commissioners of the

Governor into time remove and may reappoint, three lit and proper persons being England.
resident in Great Britain (herein called " the Commissioners,") who,

60 or any two of rrhom, shall have full power to do in Great Britain on
8
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behalf of the Governor, and subject to such instructions as they may
from time to time receive from the Governor, everything which the
Governorisempowered todounder illejif>y-second and,*/,//-thij·dsections
of this Act; and upon the death, incalmcity, removal, or resignation of
either of such Commissioners, the Governor in Cozincil shall appoint 5
another in his St:end, and the otlier two Commissioners may meanwhile
appoint a third to hold oface zintil tile Commissioner appointed by the
Governor enters upon the duties of such office.

55. The Governor iii Council may from time to time appoint and
may in like. maniler remove and inay re-appoint a fit person to be the 10
Agent-General for New Zealand.in the United Kinu·dom, who shall
have full power to transnet :ill 1>usiness within the United Kingdom
on behalf of the Colony of New Zoaland, sid}ject to such instriletions
as lie mav from time to litne receive from the Governor in that behalf.

56. Upori the death, ine:pacity, removal, or resignation of the 15
Agent-General, the Commissioners, or any two of them, shall forth-
with appoint some lit. and propor person to the ofric,c, who shall hold
the same and may expreise tlze full powers thereof until tlie A!1'Clit-
General appointed by ilie Governor enters upon the duties of lii# ofrice.

57. The Treasury slmil, so often as occasion requires, prepare 20
and send 10 the Aticlit (jilice n iequisition, in tile form iii tlie
Secenth Schedute, setting forth the several sums required to be
issued out of 1 he New Ze:'.fand Ptiblic Account : And tlie Audit

Omee, 13:imr sat isfied that cach sitch sum lias berii duly appropriated,
and is within the aniount authorized by warrant of ihe Governor, 25
shall counfersign si.ic·11 Itrquisition, and sliall issue an Order on the
Bank azid. send it, to the Treastily; a,id sueli Order. being counter-
signed 1),v ilic Treas,arn shall 1,0 :tutliority to the Bank to pay or
trans['er Eizi :,inn:[zit naitic:1 iii ,ilch Order, as hereinafter mentioiled.

Ary :itch Order int,y be sent by telegraph, and the nioney Iia'ned 30
therein issued tliereupon.

58. For payment of ilie charces of the ]}ublie debt, the Order
on the Balik sliall be in the form iii the fighth Schedule, and
the ainount named therein shall be paid over to the Agent or
Agents duly appointed to pay siwli chai·ires, Ti-110 sliall be 11:tilied in 35
such Order. All such cluirges shall be finally eliarged upon 1110
Consolidated Fiuid in the Colony zipon the day lipon wlkic:11 1-lic sanic
beconie due in j,or.don. and ilie Order for tlic issue to meet tlic. saine

shall be made pay:,1,10 ',ilion the (Lay prior thereto; and such Order Hitall
be valid nctrill'.staridinc the death or remoral from office of the oflic:rs *1

signing or countersigning the same.
59. For parment of all other claims upon the Government of

New Zealand in the United I{.ingdom, the Order on the Ilank
shall bc in the forin in the Witith Schedule, and tlie 1.lank
sliall transfer the ainount nained therein from the New Zealand 45

Pid}lic Accozint to a separate branch of the same, called the " Foreign
Imprest Aceount ;" nii<1 all sums so transferred sliall be deemed to be
imprested to the Agent-General.

60. All sums so to be transferred to ille Foreign Imprest Ac.
count sliall, as soon as the Itequisition for the saine is signed by the 50
Audit Ofrice, be charged as fur :is possible against the votes; but sums
not exceeding in ilie whole five thousand pounds in any one }11011111
may lie so issued by way of general imprest.

61. No money shall be drawn from the Foreign Imprest Account
except by cheque of the Agent-General. countersigned by an officer of 55
the Audit Department, who shall be selected from time to time by
flic Audit Offlce for the purpose. And snell Audit Officer shall not
countersign any snell clieque e.xcept for payments authorized by a
11(.quisition as aforesaid; and the Audit Omee shall forward to such
oflicer a copy of every Order on the Bank issued by them, and of the 60
Rcquisition upon which such Order was issued.
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In tlic: event of the death, resignation, or incapacity of sucli
Audit Oflieer, the Commissioners, or any two of them,
sliall forthwith appoint some fit person in his place until
tlie Audit Officer selected 1,y thi: Controller and Auditor

5 Grueral citers upon ilic, ditties of l}is omce.
62. In casse it 111:ty 110 liecessary to ptty oft' any debciltures issued commie,ioneramay

under the ailthoritv or an Act of ilic: General Assemlily, or anv issue Order on Bank
•' in certain cases

advances made 011 1 he security of nny siwh del,entures, or to pay any
of tlle charges of 11ie ],ill}lic (1,4,1, before the Order of the Audit Ofice

10 for ilie issue of the illozley for suell payment has been received iii
England, i: sliall be lawful for the Commissioziers or anv two of
them, upon the request iii writing of tlie Agent-General, to issue an
Order iii the form iu the ist{1'Lill Schedule ; and sueli Order, being
cozzi:ter:igued in: the Audit Ofileer, sliall 1;e antlicr.'tv to tlie Bank

15 to pay 1110 n:nount t]:ertin 11:inied Imt of 11.ie Now Zealand Public
Account, to any 11:ink, _ig'(mis, or other person or persons authorized to
pay such delic ittures, advances, or charges, and 13-110 shall lic :ianied iii
sueli Order.

83. The Agent-Gellorti] slinl]. at least once in each month, trans. Agent-Generalk
account.

20 inif: to ilic· Triasitrv, who sli:ill fort hwit h st,nd the saine toth.(: _\ 11(lii

Of,Ze#: a full and detailed aceotint of all the receipts payments and
transi'ers ro a:id froin the Acw Zpal:,11(1 Pul)lic :\cric,tint and to and

irom the Foreignlinprest Account res!}e.'tivelv, which havenot» 1}cell
i nch : ' 1 R i n :m v f ori ner acco ti i n, a ce:jin pan ie d by ti N snell T-O :, t ' ] r, ' 1's alld,

25 oilier ductinictits as i.ie 'irc·.1:tii'v or the .1.:idit Of'dee 11]fl'.' 1 t'cl;'iny ill
suppori, 0[' siteli accomits. 5 Lic·11 :1('cotmt sli:ill 110 made zip to the
latest possible clat o pilor lo the depin·hire of cae:imail l'or New Mealand.

64. Ilittileclititely <,11 tht· -peript ol' ct:(·]i sucliaccoulit the Tionsury Credit Reguisition

shall send to f he _\[1(lit Oftice n ('redit 1:equisition, in the for],7 in the ZJ*f,Imprest
80 S i.rf h Bel:ed[Ile. indr.ding thireii so iliztch of such accozint as has bcon

passed by the Audit Office, and ilie Agent General sliall receive credit
for all expenditure. Clit of fhe Fereign Inii}rest Aceount charged in

.

Esuch iteauisition.

65. Th<. Bank sliallat least once iii each inontli pronare :mdsend Accountiofthe
1 2, Bank in London.35 to the Aildit Omer, tinder cover to ilte .11:dit Otficer 1,1 „4,(,11(.,

bank slicel- showing the tmals or the credit and debit sides of so much
of the New Zealand Pul,lic Aecot:ii{ a.id of tlie lt'.. /0' nreion Imprest
Ace<mitt res·liertively as has i.(Et 13(w ineliz(led iii any former account,
with the halaires brought and carried forward in each such accoi:.1-,t.

40 Sitch slier{, shall be made up to the latest possible date prior to the
departure of ench mail for New Zealand.

VII.-OF ACCOUNTS.

68. The Treastlly 41711 wit:hill fourteen days after the end of Quarterly andyearly
each thin .ial qi:arter prepare and solid to tho Audit Oince an Abstract Abstract.

45 of the revenize and expenditizi·c: of tlic 1411):ie Account, as provided by
this Act, during such quarter ; and sliall within thirty days after
the clid (31' ettelt <111:incial year prepare and send to the Audit'Oillce a
similar .11,5 1 met of :itch revenue ami expenditure during thesaidrear.

Sueli A 13:,triet when certified by the Audit Oflice, sliall be forth-
50 will, publis].ted iii tlie Government Ga:elle, and laid before

-Y .val'liftnlent.

67. The '1 re:,.s;ti'v shall witliin thirty days after tile end of each Appropriation
Ac,·ount

financial year prepare and send to the Audit Omcc an :12(·ount to be
called the Appropriation Aceou}it, sliowine the several sums appro-

55 printed by 11.trli:iment for the public service, and the expenditure
thereon durildr the vcar, with. the amourit over expended or under

.

expended on each vote scrcrally, or exponded under the authority of
the ,/bi·/5- S/Zh sectioil; and such acco:int, when certified by the Audit
Office, shall forthwitil be inid before Parliament.
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68. Every such Abstract and Account sliall comprise all payments
made by the Paymaster-General or by Imprestees during the period to
which it relates; and for the purposes of such accounts, all payments
made by Imprestees either within or out of the colony shall be deemed
to be made upon the day upon which the accounts of the same are 5
received at the Treasury.

Imprests unaccounted for at any accounting period shall not
be included in the expenditure, but shall be shown as
balances in hand.

69. If the Audit Office objects to any part of any such Abstract 10
or Appropriation Account, it shall notwithstanding certify the same,
with such remarks thereon as it thinks fit, which shall be published
and laid before Parliament together with such Abstract or Account.

VIII.-PENAL CLAUSES.

70. All public moneys expended without appropriation by Par. 15
liament or without the warrant of the Governor, and the amount of

all moneys raised upon the security or pretended security of any
Debenture, Treasury Bill, Deficiency Bill, Overdraft, or in any other
manner, except under the express authority of an Act of the General
Assembly, shall be deemed to be a debt to the Crown by the persons 20
being members of the Executive Council at the time when such
expenditure occurred or such moneys were raised, and by the Controller
and Auditor General or the Assistant Controller and Auditor issuing
such money or signing ally such debenture or bill, and by any and each
of such persoiis severally. And all such sums shall be reeoverable in 25
the Supreme Court, by information, in the manner provided by " The
Crown- Debts Act, 1866," subject to tlie provisions hereinafter men-
tioned: Provided that the Controller and Auditor General, and the
Assistant Controller and Auditor, shall not be liable for any moneys
issued under the authority of any Imprest Supply Bill or of theforty- 80
A/th and,ARieth sections of this Act.

Moneys expended as unauthorized expenditure uuder the pro-
visions of this Act, if not sanctioned by Parliament in the
session in which the account of the same is required to be
rendered, and moneys expended under the authority of 85
any Imprest Supply Bill, if not sanctioned by Parliament
in the session iii which such Imprest Supply Bill is passed,
shall be deemed to be moneys expended without appropria-
tion by Parliament.

71. Every such proceeding shall be commenced only upon an 40
Order of tlie House of Representatives directing the same ; and upon
any such Order being made, the Speaker shall transmit a copy thereof
to the Chief Justice.

72. Upon the receipt of such Order, the Chief Justice shall ap.
point a time and place for such trial, and shall send notice thereof to 45
the other Judges of the Supreme Court, and such Judges, putting aside
all other business, shall attend at the time and place so appointed.

73. The trial of every such information shall be held before all
the Judges of the Supreme Court, or before such of them, not being
less than four in number, as are present thereat. And all questions of 50
fact as well as of law shall be determined by such Judges at such trial
without a jury, and all proceedings upon and after such trial shall be,
as nearly as may be, the same as in the Base of a trial by jury.

74. Upon any such Order of the House of Representatives, the
Speaker, with any members whom the House may appoint for the 55
purpose, shall employ all such solicitors. counsel, and other persons,
and shall take all such steps as may be necessary to prosecute such
proceedings ; and all costs incurred therein not ordered by the Court to
be paid by the defendants in the case, shall be paid out of the Con-
solidated Fund.
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75. Every person making any declaration required to be made by False declaration, to
this Act or by any Regulation issued under the authority thereof, be perjury.
knowing the same to be false, shall be guilty of wilful and corrupt
perjury.

5 76. Every Receiver, Imprestee, or other person into whose hands Accountantato owe
or under whose control any public moneys come, shall be deemed to to the Oro.n moneys
owe to Her Majesty all such moneys for whieh he does not receive a 22'ch*rged by
certificate of discharge from the Audit Office; and all such moneys,
together with full costs of suit, shall be recoverable in the Supreme

10 Court as money due to Her Majesty within the colony.
77. Every person refusing or neglecting to pay any money into Penity for nogloot

the Public Account or into any Deposit Account which he is required to pay meneyinto Public Account

so to pay under the provisions of this Act, shall be liable to a penalty
of one hundred pounds.

15 78. Every person refusing or neglecting to make any return, or penalty for not
furnish any account, vouchers, or other papers which ho is required to sending in accounts.

make or furnish under the provisions of this Act, shall be liable to a
penalty not exceeding twenty pounds.

79. If the account of any accountant is not received, together Accountant's salary
20 with the proper vouchers in support thereof, at the office to which it is to be stopped.

required to be sent, within one week after the arrival of the mail by
which it ought to be sent, it shall not be lawful for the Audit Office
to pass any voucher for further payment of salary to such accountant
until such account is received.

25 80. If at any time any public moneys are lying in the hands of, Audit Omoeto
recover moneys pay-or are due from any person which ought to have been paid into the able to tile Public

Public Account or into any Deposit Account, the Audit Oilice shall call Account.
on such person to pay such moneys into the Public Account forth-
with, and in default of such payment shall take all such steps as it

80 thinks fit to recover such moneys to the use of Her Majesty, and to
cause the same to be paid into the Public Account. But nothing
herein shall relieve such person from any penalties he may have
incurred by making default in such payment.

81. If any person having possession or control of any public In..0 of kud
85 moneys fraudulentlv applies, or causes or permits to be applied, the tt(' to

same or any part thereof to other than the public service, or is a
defaulter in respect of any such moneys, the Audit Office shall
forthwith take all such steps as it thinks fit to prosecute the person so
offending according to law. But nothing herein shall prevent the

40 prosecution of such person other than at the instance of the Audit Office.
82. If any person refuses or neglects to attend at the time and Penalty for noglect

place required of him by the Precept of the Audit Office issued ;29 omeo
under this Act, or to produce any accounts, books, vouchers, papers,
or money in his possession or Uilder his control which he is so required

45 to produce, or refuses to answer any lawful question asked him by the
Audit Office, he shall be liable to a penalty of one hundred pounds.

83. It shall be lawful for the Audit Ofrice to incur all necessary Audit office may
expenses in any legal proceedings which the Audit Office is hereby incur expenses in

prosecuting.
empowered to prosecute, and the Treasury shall cause the same to be

50 issued and paid out of the Consolidated Fund.
84. All penalties incurred under this Act shall, except where it Penalties recorerable

summarily.is otherwise expressly provided, be recovered in a summary way.
IX.-OF PUBLIC STORES.

85. The Governor in Council may from time to time make and Governor in Council
55 may alter or repeal regulations for the purchase, receipt, safe custody, 9.Zp*2*Co.*

inspection, and issue of public stores, and for the keeping and rendering
of accounts of such stores, and for the audit of such accounts. All
such regulations shall be published in the New Zealand Ga.zette,
and shall have the force of law from a day named therein, and shall

60 be laid before both liouses of the General Assembly within ten days
after its first sitting after such publication.

4
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X.-MISCELLANEOUS.

Present Controller to 86. Tile persons now holding the offices of Controller of the
be Controller and Public Account and Commissioner of Audit, and of Receiver-General
Auditor General.

and Paymaster-General respectively, shall be deemed to be the first
Receiver General and Controller and Auditor General, Receiver-General, and Paymaster-
Paymaster General
to continue in omce. General, duly appointed under this Act. 5

Sohodoles SCHEDULES.

FIRST SCHEDULE.

Tie fifth clause of the Surplus Revenues Act, 1858.
T ie second clause of the Audit Act Amendment Act, 1865.
Tie fourth clause of the Controllers Act, 1865.
Tie Public Revenues Act, 1867.
The Public Revenues Act, 1868.
T ie Courts of Law Trust Moneys Act, 1868.
T ie Public Revenues Act, 18(39.
Tie Public Revenues Act, 1870.
T ie Public Revenues A ct Amendment Act, 1871.
T ie Public Revenues Act, 1872.
Tie Public Revenues Acts Amendment Act, 1874.
T ie Public Revennes Aet, 1875,
Tie Public Revenues Act, 1876.
T le Public Revenues Act, 1877;

or so much of each of the above.mentioned Acts as is not already repealed.

SECOND SCHEDULE.

To

THESE are to command and require you, laying aside all and singular business and
excuses, you appear in your proper person before me at , on the

day of next. at o'clock in the noon of the same day, then and
there to testify all those things which you know touching [insert the subject of inquiry].
And also that you bring Trith you [z'*sert description of ilie documents required to te
produced] ; and this you shall by no means omit under the penalty of one hundred
pounds.

Given under my hand at , this day of ,18

Controller and Auditor-General.

THIRD SCHEDULE.

Governor.

WARRANT.

By His Excellency
Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over Her Majesty's Colony ot New
Zealand and its Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the same, &0., &e.

To the Honorable tile Colonial Treasurer of New Zealand.

You are hereby authorized to issue out of the Public Account [or out of the New
Zealand Public Account] constituted by " Tlie Public Revenues Act, 1878," moneys
amounting to the sum of , and to cause the same to be paid to such persons
as may become entitled thereto under the authority of any Act or Acts of the
GeneralAssembly appropriating the said moneys; and for so doing, this authority, with
the acquittances of the persons to whom any such moneys shall be paid, will be your
suEcient warrant and discharge.

Given under my hand, at this day of , in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and

Colonial Treasurer.

The issue of the above-named sum is according to law.

Controller and Auditor-General,
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FOURTH SCHEDULE.

Treasury, 187

IssuE REQUISITION No.

Bank Order No.

To the Controller and Auditor-General.

IN accordance with the provisions of " The Public Revenues Act, 1878," I hereby require
that the several Bums hereinafter mentioned under the heads of service employed in
appropriating the same, amounting in the whole to the sum of , shall be issued

and paid out of the Public Account.
£s. d.

Consolidated Fund ...

Public Works Fund „. -„ _

Recommended-
Total

Paymaster-General.

Approved-

Colonial Treaaurer.

Controller and Auditor-General.

FIFTH SCHEDULE.

Audit Omee, 187 .

To the Manager of tile Bank of New Zealand, at Wellington.
You are hereby authorized and required to pay out of the Public Account the cheques
ofthe Paymaster-General at tile several places and to the several amounts hereinafter
named, amounting in the wliole to the sum of

Place.

[Names of the several branches of the Bank.]

Amount.

£ 8. d.

Controller and Auditor-General.

SIXTH SCHEDULE.

PUBLIC ACCOUNT.

Colonial Treasurer.

CREDIT IEQUISITION No. Treasury, 187 .
To the Controller and Auditor-General.

IN accordance with the provisions of " The Public Revenues Act, 1878," I hereby
require that the several sums hereinafter specified under tlie heads of service employed
in appropriating tile same, amounting in tile whole to tile sum of , shall be trails-

ferred in the accounts as hereunder specified.
Dr. Cr.

£ 8. d.  £ 0. d.

Consolidated Fund ... ...

Public Works Fund

Recommended-

Total...

Paymaster-General.
Approved-

Colonial Treasurer.

Controller and Auditor-General.

15

r
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SEVENTH SCHEDULE.

NEW ZnLAND PUBLIC AccOUNT.

Treasury, 187

No.REQUISITION ON THE NEw ZEALAND PUBLIC AcCOUNT,
Bank Order No.

To the Controller and Auditor-General.

IN accordance with the provisions of " The Public Revenues Act, 1878," I hereby
require that the several sums hereinafter specified under the heads of service employed
in appropriating the same, amounting in the whole to the sum of , shall be

issued and paid out of the New Zealand Public Account:-
£ s. d.

Consolidated Fund ... .. ...
Public Works Fund ... ... _

Recommended-

Total

Paymaster-General. Colonial Treasurer.

Approved-
Controller and Auditor-General

EIGHTH SCHEDULE.

NEW ZEALAND PUBLIC AccouNT.

ORDER FOR PAYMENT NO. 187 .

To tile Manager of the Bank of , in London.

IN accordance with the provisions of an Act of the General Assembly of New Zealand
intituled " The Public Revenues Act, 1878," you are hereby authorized and required,
on the 187 , to issue and pay to in London, the sum of
out of the New Zealand Public Account for payment of charges of the public debt
of New Zealand.

Controller and Auditor-General.

Colonial Treasurer.

£

NINTH SCHEDULE.

NEW ZEALAND PUBLIC ACCOUNT.

ORDER FOR TRANSFER NO. 187 .

To the Manager of the Bank of , in London.

IN accordance with the provisions of an Act of the General Assembly of New Zealand
intituled " The Public Revenues Act, 1878," you are hereby authorized and required to
transfer the sum of from the New Zealand Public Account to the Foreign
Imprest Account as by the said Act provided.

Controller and Auditor-General.

Colonial Treasurer.

B, Authority: azo)193 DIDaBUBY, Government Printer, Wellington.-1878.


