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Standing Orders of the House of Representatives 

Proposed amendments relating to Pecuniary Interests of 
Members of Parliament 

Hon Dr Michael Cullen, in Committee, to move the following amendments: 

New heading and Standing Order l 63A 
To insert, after Standing Order 163, the following heading and Standing Order: 

PECUNIARY INTERESTS 
163A Pecuniary interests 
(1) Members must make returns of pecuniary interests in accor

dance with the provisions of Part 1 of Appendix B. 

(2) Returns of members' pecuniary interests are to be maintained 
in a register in accordance with the provisions of Part 2 of 
Appendix B. 

Heading before Standing Order 164 
To omit the heading "PECUNIARY INTERESTS" before Standing Order 
164, and substitute the heading "DECLARATION OF FINANCIAL 
INTERESTS". 

Heading to Standing Order 164 
To omit from the heading the term "pecuniary interests", and substitute the 
term "financial interests". 

Standing Orders 164 to 166 
To omit the term "pecuniary interest" wherever it appears in these Standing 
Orders, and substitute the term "financial interest". 

Standing Order 165 
To add the following paragraph: 

(2) Nothing in this Standing Order requires a member to declare 
an interest that is contained in the Register of Pecuniary 
Interests of Members of Parliament. 
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( c) if an initial return is required to be made by a member 
elected at a general election who was also a member of 
Parliament immediately before that general election, 
the period for which the information specified in 
clause 7 must be provided is the period beginning on 1 
February in the year in which the general election is 
held and ending on the effective date of that return: 

( d) if the member is declared to be elected under section 
137 of the Electoral Act 1993 and the return is the first 
return required to be made by the member after being 
elected, the period for which the information specified 
in clause 7 must be provided is the period beginning on 
the date that the member's election is notified in the 
Gazette and ending on the effective date of that return: 

(e) if the previous return that the member had a duty to 
make was an initial return, the period for which the 
information specified in clause 7 must be provided is 
the period beginning on the day after the effective date 
of that initial return and ending on the effective date of 
the return that must be made. 

(3) For the purposes of subclause (2)(b) and (d), the first return 
required to be made by a member may be either an initial 
return or an annual return. 

9 Actual value, amount, or extent not required 
Nothing in this Appendix requires the disclosure of the actual 
value, amount, or extent of any asset, payment, interest, gift, 
contribution, or debt. 

10 Form of returns 
Returns must be either-
(a) in a form specifically prescribed by the House, or 
(b) in a form approved by the registrar. 

PART2 

11 Register of Pecuniary Interests of Members of 
Parliament 

( 1) A register called the Register of Pecuniary Interests of Mem
bers of Parliament is established. 

(2) The register comprises all returns transmitted by members 
under this Appendix. 

12 Office of registrar 
The office of registrar is held by the Deputy Clerk or a person 
appointed by the Clerk, with the agreement of the Speaker, to 
act as registrar. 
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( 4) The registrar must ensure that a summary containing a fair and 
accurate description of information contained in all returns 
is-
(a) maintained on a website: 
(b) available for inspection by any person at Parliament 

Buildings in Wellington on every working day between 
the hours of 10 am and 4 pm. 

(5) A person may take a copy of any part of the summary referred 
to in subclause (4)(b) on the payment of a fee (if any) speci
fied by the House. 

17 Speaker must present copy of booklet to House of 
Representatives 
The Speaker must, as soon as practicable after receipt of a 
copy of a booklet under clause 16(3), present a copy of the 
booklet to the House. 

18 Information about register 
( 1) The registrar must disclose any information relating to the 

register that the Auditor-General requires for the purposes of 
reviewing and inquiring into the returns under clause 15. 

(2) Subject to subclause (1), all returns and information held by 
the registrar relating to an individual member (other than 
information that is required to be disclosed under clause 16) 
are confidential until the dissolution or expiration of 
Parliament. 

(3) On the dissolution or expiration of Parliament all returns and 
information held by the registrar relating to individual mem
bers are to be destroyed, except in respect of the return of any 
individual member which the Auditor-General requires to be 
retained for the purposes of a review or inquiry under 
clause 15. 

19 Responsibilities of members and registrar 
(1) It is the responsibility of each member to ensure that he or she 

fulfils the obligations imposed on the member by this 
Appendix. 

(2) The registrar is not required to-
(a) notify any member of that member's failure to transmit 

a return by the due date or of any error or omission in 
that member's return, or 

(b) obtain any return from a member. 
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