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18 Geo. II., c. Act directed to be tried; and such persons, being upon such 
30· trial convicted thereof,. shall suffer such pains of death, loss of 

lands, goods, and chattels, as any· other pirates, felons, and 
robbers ought, by virtue of the said recited Act of the eleventh 
year of King William the Third, or any other Act, to suffer. 

No~ to be tried 2. Provided that any person who shall be tried and acquitted, 
:::: {;fn::eas or convicted, according to this Act, £or any of the said crimes, 
high treason. shall not be liable to be indicted, prosecuted, or tried again in 

Great Britain or elsewhere £or the same crime or £act as high 
treason. 

Criminals not 3. Provided that nothing in this Act contained shall be 
tried by this construed to extend to prevent any persons guilty of any of 
Act may be 
tried for high the said crimes, who shall not be tried according to this Act, 
ii;H~~'.~'tn., from being tried £or high treason within this realm, according 
c. 5. to the aforesaid Act of the twenty-eighth year of King Henry 

13 ,t 14 Viet., 
c. 26. 

the Eighth. 

13 and 14 Viet., c. 26. 

Piracy Jurisdiction. 
AN Acr to repeal an Act of the Sixth Year of King George the 

Fourth, £or encouraging the Capture or Destruction of Pirati
cal Ships and Vessels, and to make other Provisions in lieu 
thereof. [25th June, 1850.J 

* * * * * 
Jurisdiction 2. Whenever any of Her Majesty's ships or vessels of war, 
gi!en to the or hired aTmed vessels or their boats, or any of 
High Court of ' 
Admiraltyand the officers and crews thereof, shall attack or be 
all Vice-Admi- engaged with any persons alleged to be pirates afloat or ashore 
ralty Courts. . . ' 

1t shall be lawful £or the High Court of Admiralty of England, 
and £or all Courts of Vice-Admiralty in any dominions of Her 
Majesty beyond the seas, to take cognizance of 
and to determine whether the persons or any of them so attacked 
or engaged were pirates, and to adjudge what was the total number 
of pirates so engaged 01· attacked, specifying the number of 
pirates captured, and what were the vessels and boats engaged. 

List or return 3. With a view to the assignment of fitting rewards £or 
of all cases to services perlormed by Her MaJ'esty's forces arrainst pirates the 
be sent to the O ' 
Lords Com- Registrars of the several Vice-Admiralty Courts shall, on the firs~ 
missione_rs of day of Janua-rv and first day of July in evei-v year transmit to 
theAdm1ralty. -,1 -,1 ' 

the said Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty a list 01· return 
of all cases which shall have been adjudged in the said Courts 
respectively under this Act during the six months preceding, 
together with the dates of the seizure, according to the Schedule 

Schedule A. marked A to this Act annexed: 
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And the Judges or Registrars of the said Courts respectively 13 ~ 14 Viet., 
shall, upon the first convenient opportunity after every such 0 • 26. ' 

decision, transmit the whole of the original evidence, with a -
statement of the proceedings, to the said Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty, £or the purpose of the same being deposited 
in the High Court of Admiralty of England £or reference when 
necessary; and all agents of officers and men receiving any re-
wards hereinbefore referred to shall be subject to the same laws, 
rules, and regulations to which agents receiving bounty £or the 
abolition of the slave trade are or may be subject. 

* * * * * 
5. All ships, vessels, boats, goods, merchandise, specie, or Pl'Operty or 

other property taken possession of from pirates by any of Her Heb~ Mtaj_:sty'ds 
. . . su 3ec s ,oun 

MaJesty's slups or vessels of war, or hired armed vessels, in possession 

. . . . or their boats · or any of the officers and crews of pirates to be 
' restored on 

thereof, shall and may be proceeded against in any of the Admi- payment of 

raltv Courts before mentioned, and be subject and liable to con- on1e-eighth of 
.; vaue. 

demnation as droits and perquisites of Her Majesty in her 
office of Admiralty : 

Provided always that if any part of the said property shall 
be duly proved to have belonged to and to have been taken from 
any of Her Majesty's subjects, or from the subjects of any foreign 
Power, then such property and every part thereof shall, by the · 
decree of the said Court, be· adjudged to be restored, and shall 
be accordingly restored, to the former owner or owners, proprietor 
or proprietors thereof, respectively, he or they paying, £or or in lieu 
of salvage, a sum of money equal to one-eighth part of the true 
value; which money shall be paid to and divided 
and distributed amongst the officers and crews thereof in such 
manner, form, and proportion as other bounties are now distri
butable by virtue of Her Majesty's Proclamation or Order in 
Council dated the thirtieth day of July, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-nine, or as Her Majesty, her heirs and 
successors, shall from time to time, by any further Proclama
tion or Order or Orders in Council, think fit to declare and 
direct. 

6. Every person who shall wilfully and corruptly give false Persons.giving 

evidence in any examination or deposition had or affidavit taken ~aJ::i:xid~: 
in any proceeding under this Act shall be deemed guilty of of perjur~. Y 

perjury, and being thereof convicted shall be subject and liable 
to all the punishments, pains, and penalties to which persons 
convicted of wilful and corrupt perjury are liable : 

And every such person may _be tried £or any such perjury 
either in the place where the offence was committed, or in any 
colony or settlement of Her Majesty near thereto in which there 

3 
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13 q- 14 Viet., is a Court 0£ competent jurisdiction to try any such offence, or in 
c. 26• Her Majesty's Comt 0£ Queen's Bench in England. 

* * * * * 
Section 3. SCHEDULE .A.. 

D 

I Names I Whether any property has been 
Date of 'Property of Date Decretal condemned and sold or con· 

Attack or seized attack- of Sen· part of verted, and whether any part 
estruction. (if any). ing tence. Sentence. remains unsold, and in whose 

Ships. hands the proceeds remain. 

---- --- ---

I 

'lWilUV.anit 7 Will. IV. and 1 Viet., c. 88. 
1 Viet., c. 88. A A d . A 1 . h C . £ p· · N CT to amen certam cts re atmg to t e ume o uacy. 

Punishment of 
piracy when 
murder is at
tempted. 

[17th July, 1837.J 

* * * * * 
2. Whosoever, with intent to commit, or at the time 0£ or 

immediately before or immediately after committing, the crime 
0£ piracy in respect 0£ any ship or vessel, shall assault, with 
intent to murder, any person being on board 0£ or belonging to 
such ship or vessel, or shall stab, cut, or wound any such person, 
or unlawfully do any act by which the life 0£ such person may 
be endangered, shall be guilty 0£ felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall suffer death as a felon. 

Persons guilty 3. Whosoevei· shall be convicted 0£ any offence which by 
of piracy to be · b f · £ 1 · 
transported. any e-£ the Acts herem e ore re erred to amounts to the crune 

,£ piracy, and is thereby made punishable with death, shall be 
liable, at the discretion 0£ the Court, to be transported beyond 
the seas £or the term of the natural life of such offencle1·, or 
£or any term not less than fifteen years, or to be imprisoned 
£or any term not exceeding three years. 

Punishmentof 4. In the case of every felony punishable under this Act, 
accessories. 

eveTy principal in the second degree and every accessory befme 
the £act shall be punishable with death or otherwise in the same 
manner as the principal in the first degree is by this Act punish
able; and every accessory after the fact to any felony punishable 
under this Act shall, on conviction, be liable to be imprisoned 
for any term not exceeding two years. · 

Offences pun- 5. Where any person shall be convicted of any offence 
ishable by im• · h bl. cl th' A t f h' h · · b prisonment. pun1s a e un er 1s c Ol' w 1c 1mpr1sonment may e 

awarded, it shall be lawful £or the Court to sentence the offender 
1 28 Hen. VIII., o. 15; 11 Will. III., c. 7; 4 Geo. I., c. 11; 8 Geo. I., c. 24; 

18 Geo. II., c. 30. 
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