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THE TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 1976 

EDWARD DENIS BLUNDELL, Governor-General 

By his Deputy, RICHARD WILD 
ORDER IN COUNCIL 

At the Government House at Wellington this 9th day of August 1976 

Present: 
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GoVERNOR-GENERAL BY illS DEPUTY IN COUNCIL 

PURSUANT to the Transport Act 1962, His Excellency the Governor
General, acting by and with the advice and consent of the Executive 
Council, hereby makes the following regulations. 

ANALYSIS 
1. Title and commencement 
2. Interpretation 

PART I-CONTROLLING AUTHORITIES 

3. Controlling authorities 

PART I1-DRIVING RULES 

4. Keeping to left of road 
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Con. Regs.-2c 
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REGULATIONS 

1. Title and commencement-( 1) These regulations may be cited as 
the Traffic Regulations 1976. 

(2) These regulations shall come into force on the 1st day of February 
1977. 

2. Interpretation-In these regulations, unless the context otherwise 
requires,-

"The Act" means the Transport Act 1962: 
"Adjustable spot lamp" means a lamp to provide a narrow beam 

of light that may be aimed at will by the driver: 
"Approved", in relation to any device or fitting, means duly 

approved by the Secretary under these regulations: 
"Articulated vehicle" means any motor vehicle with a trailer 

attached, so that part of the trailer is superimposed upon the 
motor vehicle and a substantial part of the weight of the trailer 
and of its load is borne by the motor vehicle. Such a trailer 
shall be called a semi-trailer: 

"Auxiliary headlamp" means a forward-facing lamp used under 
certain conditions to supplement or replace the headlamps; and 
includes a fog-lamp, being a vehicle-lamp providing illumina
tion in conditions of fog, snow, cloud, or other atmospheric 
conditions which reduce visibility: 

"Breakdown vehicle" means any motor vehicle designed or 
adapted for the salvage of motor vehicles that have met with 
mishap; but does not include a motorcar: 

"Carriage" includes haulage: 
"Centre line" means-

(a) On any two-way two-lane road, the dotted or solid line 
or line of raised studs intended to separate the two directions of 
traffic: 

(b) On any other two-way road, a solid line or lines intended 
to separate the two directions of traffic: 

"Certificate of fitness or permit" means a certificate of fitness or 
permit issued pursuant to section 143 of the Act: 

"Controlled intersection" means any intersection where the traffic 
is for the time being controlled by a traffic officer or police 
officer or by traffic control lights: 

"Controlling authority", in relation to any road, means the auth
ority, body, or person or persons having control of the road: 

"Cycle" means a vehicle having at least 2 wheels and designed to 
be propelled solely by the muscular energy of the rider: 

"Direction-indicator lamp" means 'a lamp used for signalling 
an intention to change direction to the right or to the left: 

"Driver" means the driver of a vehicle; and includes the rider of a 
motor cycle or power cycle or cycle; and "drive" has a corres
ponding meaning: 

"Erect" includes place in position: 
"Erecting authority", in relation to any road, means the controlling 

authority; and includes any duly incorporated association or 
union of motorists (hereinafter referred to as an automobile 
association) : 

Con. Regs.-2c. 
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"Fire authority" means a Chief Fire Officer or Deputy Chief Fire 
Officer appointed under the Fire Service Act 1975 or a Rural 
Fire Officer appointed under the Forest and Rural Fires Act 
1955, as the case may l'equire: 

"Footpath" means a path or way principally designed for, and used 
by, pedestrians; and includes any footbridge: 

"Forward length"-
(a) In relation to a motor vehicle other than a trailing unit, 

means the distance from the rear axis to the foremost part of 
the vehicle or its load, whichever is the greater: 

(b) In relation to a trailing unit the front axle of which is 
steered by the towbar, means the greater of the following 
distances: 

(i) From the front axle of the trailing unit to the point of 
attachment of the tow-bar to the towing vehicle: 

(ii) From the rear axis of the trailing unit to the front axle: 
(c) In relation to any other trailing unit, the distance from 

the rear axis of the trailing unit to the point of attachment to 
the towing vehicle: 

"Goods" means all kinds of movable personal property, including 
animals and mails: 

"Goods-service vehicle" or "goods vehicle" means a motor vehicle 
designed exclusively or principally for the carriage of goods: 

"Headlamp" means a forward-facing vehicle lamp displaying a 
beam of light substantially white or amber in colour to provide 
illumination of the road ahead, incorporating one or both of-

(a) Main (driving or upper) beam-A beam of light from 
a headlamp providing distant illumination of the road ahead 
when no other vehicle is approaching and no other vehicle is 
being followed: 

(b) Dipped (passing or lower) beam-A beam of light from 
a headlamp to illuminate the road ahead of the vehicle when 
meeting or following other vehicles: 

"Heavy motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle (other than a 
motorcar that is not used, kept, or available for the carriage 
of passengers for hire or reward) the gross weight of which 
exceeds 2,000 kg: 

"Hours of darkness" means-
(a) Any period of time between half an hour after sunset 

on one day and half an hour before sunrise on the next day; or 
(b) Any other time when there is not sufficient daylight to 

render clearly visible a person or vehicle at a distance of 100 m: 
"Independent brake" means a brake of which the entire operating 

mechanism or system is either-
(a) Distinct and separate from all parts or connections of 

any other brake or brake system, so that the independent 
brake cannot be adversely affected by the operation or failure 
of any other brake; or 

(b) Common to any other brake or brake system only in 
parts or connections which are of such design and strength 
that under normal operating conditions and with a proper 
standard of maintenance there is no reasonable probability of 
failure by reason of the failure of any other brake or brake 
system: 
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"Intersection", in relation to 2 or more intersecting or meeting 
roadways, means that area contained within the prolongation 
or connection of the lateral boundary lines of each roadway: 

Provided that for the purposes of this definition 2 roadways 
separated only by a traffic island or by a median less than 10 m 
wide shall be deemed to be one roadway: 

Provided also that at a roundabout or rotary junction the 
approaches to which are marked by signs in the form of sign 
No. 53 in the Fourth Schedule hereto, a vehicle having entered 
the central circulating roadway from an approach roadway 
shall be deemed to enter separate intersections as it approaches 
each area where its intended path of travel may conflict with 
the path of travel of vehicles entering from other approach 
roadways: 

"Invalid carriage" means a vehicle drawn or propelled by 
mechanical power and specially designed and constructed, and 
not merely adapted, for the use of persons suffering from a 
physical defect or disability, and, except when being used for 
the purposes of servicing or repair, used exclusively by such 
persons; and includes any vehicle used exclusively by a person 
suffering from a physical defect or disability which has been 
declared by the Secretary to be an invalid carriage: 

"Lane", in relation to any roadway, means a longitudinal strip of 
the roadway at least 2.5 m wide intended for the passage of 
traffic which is separated from other parts of the roadway by a 
longitudinal line or lines of paint or raised studs; but does not 
include any area on either side of the roadway on which diagonal 
lines have been painted. A two-way road divided by a centre 
line is deemed to be marked in lanes: 

"Left side", in relation to a vehicle, means its side to the left of the 
vehicle when the vehicle is facing forward: 

"Limit line" means a line marked on the surface of the roadway 
to indicate the place where traffic is required to stop for the 
purpose of complying with a stop sign, give-way sign, or traffic 
signal: 

"Limited speed zone" means a limited speed zone declared under 
regulation 21 (2) hereof: 

"Local authority" means a City Council, a Borough Council, a 
County Council, a District Council, or a Town Council: 

"Local speed limit" means a speed limit for motor-vehicle traffic 
duly imposed by a controlling authority: 

"Motorcar" means a motor vehicle (other than a motor cycle or 
power cycle) designed exclusively or principally for the carriage 
of persons not exceeding 9 in number inclusive of the driver' 
and includes a motor vehicle which is designed principally fa; 
the carriage of passengers but which has rear doors and collaps
ible rear seats: 

"Motor cycle" means a motor vehicle running on 2 wheels, or not 
more than 3 wheels when fitted with a sidecar' and includes any 
vehicle with motor-cycle controls declared by the Secretary to 
be a motor cycle; but does not include a power cycle: 

"Motor vehicle" means a vehicle drawn or propelled by mechanical 
power; and includes a trailer; but does not include-

(a) A vehicle running on rails; or 
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(b) An invalid carriage; or 
(c) A trailer (not being a trailer designed solely for the car

riage of goods) that is designed and used exclusively as part of 
the armament of any of Her Majesty's Forces; or 

( d) A trailer running on 1 wheel and designed exclusively 
as a speed-measuring device or for testing the wear of vehicle 
tyres; or 

(e) A vehicle designed for amusement purposes and used ex
clusively within a place of recreation, amusement, or entertain
ment to which the public does not have access with motor 
vehicles; or 

(f) A pedestrian-controlled machine: 
"Mudguard" means that fitting (inclusive of any portion of the 

vehicle and of any flaps attached) which serves to intercept 
material thrown up by a wheel more or less in the plane of the 
wheel and which is of an effective width not less than the total 
width of the tyre or tyres on that wheel: 

"Non-steering axle" means any axle of a vehicle the wheels of 
which remain substantially parallel with the longitudinal centre
line of the vehicle while the vehicle is turning: 

"To operate" means to use or drive or ride on any road, or cause 
or permit to be driven or ridden on any road, or to permit to 
be on any road, whether the person operating is present in 
person or not: 

"Owner", in relation to a motor vehicle, means the person lawfully 
entitled to possession thereof, except where-

(a) The motor vehicle is subject to a bailment that is for a 
period not exceeding 28 days; or 

(b) The motor vehicle is let on hire pursuant to the terms of 
a rental-service licence,-
in which cases "owner" means the person who, but for the 
bailment or letting on hire, would be lawfully entitled to posses
sion of the motor vehicle; and "owned" and "ownership" have 
corresponding meanings: 

"Parking" means-
(a) In relation to any portion of a road where parking is for 

the time being governed by the location of parking meters 
placed pursuant to a bylaw of a local authority, the stopping or 
standing of a vehicle on that ,portion of the road for any period 
exceeding 5 minutes: 

(b) In relation to any other portion of a road, the stopping 
or standing of a vehicle on that portion of the road;-
and "park" has a corresponding meaning: 

"Parking brake" means a brake readily applicable and capable 
of remaining applied for an indefinite period without further 
attention than the initial application: 

"Pedestrian" means any person on foot upon a road; and includes 
any person in or on any contrivance equipped with wheels or 
revolving runners which is not a vehicle: 

"Pedestrian crossing" means a pedestrian crossing duly established 
and marked on a roadway in accordance with Part VIII of these 
regulations: 

"Police officer" includes any member, of whatever rank, of the 
Police appointed under the Police Act 1958: 
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"Power cycle" means-
(a) A pedal vehicle running on 2 or 3 wheels that for alterna

tive propulsion is fitted with a motor; or 
(b) A motor vehicle running on 2 wheels that for alternative 

propulsion is fitted with pedals,-
being in each case a vehicle the motor of which has an output 
not exceeding 2 kilowatts: 

"Rear axis"-
(a) In relation to a vehicle with only one non-steering axle, 

means that axle: 
(b) In relation to a vehicle with 2 or more non-steering axles, 

means a horizontal line at right angles to the longitudinal centre
line of the vehicle and midway between the first and last 
non-steering axles: 

(c) In relation to a vehicle with no non-steering axle, means 
a horizontal line at right angles to the longitudinal centre-line 
of the vehicle at a point to be determined by the Secretary: 

"Registration-plate illumination lamp" means a vehicle lamp to 
illuminate the rear registration plate: 

"Reversing lamp" means a vehicle lamp to provide a light to the 
rear to assist a driver when reversing: 

"Rider", in relation to any animal, includes a person who, while 
riding any other animal on a road, leads the first-mentioned 
animal by a rope, rein, or other similar means of guidance; and 
"ridden animal" includes any animal so led: 

"Right side", in relation to a vehicle, means its side to the right 
of the vehicle when the vehicle is facing forward: 

"Road" includes a street; and also includes any place to which the 
public have access, whether as of right or not; and also includes 
all bridges, culverts, ferries, and fords forming part of any road, 
street, or other place as aforesaid; but does not include a motor
way within the meaning of the Public Works Amendment Act 
1947: 

"Road margin" includes any uncultivated margin of a road adjacent 
to but not forming part of either the roadway or the footpath 
(if any): 

"Roadway" means that portion of the road used or reasonably 
usable for the time being for vehicular traffic in general; and 
for the purposes of Part VIII of these regulations includes a 
public cycle track constituted under section 176 of the 
Municipal Corporations Act 1954 or under section 197 of the 
Counties Act 1956: 

"Sale", in relation to any motor vehicle, includes disposition by 
way of hire-purchase; and also includes a conditional sale; and 
"sell", "seller", and "purchaser" have corresponding meanings: 

"School bus" means a passenger-service vehicle the body of which is 
designed and used solely or principally for the carriage to and 
from school of school children; and includes a motor vehicle (not 
being a motorcar) which is-

(a) A motor vehicle owned by the Crown and operated by 
the Department of Education; or 

(b) A motor vehicle operated under contrac~ to the Depart
ment of Education; or 
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( c) An omnibus or service coach or c)J.arter vehicle as de
fined in the Passenger Service Vehicle Construction Regulations 
1954* or any other regulations made in substitution therefor 
that is for the time being in use for either of the purposes 
specified in regulation 127 (1) of these regulations: 

"Seat belt" or "approved seat belt" means a seat belt of a type 
approved by the Secretary by notice in the Gazette: 

"Secretary" means the Secretary for Transport appointed under 
the Ministry of Transport Act 1968; and includes any officer of 
the Ministry of Transport for the time being authorised by the 
Secretary, pursuant to a delegation under that Act, to exercise 
or perform any of the powers, duties, or functions of the Secre
tary: 

"Service brake" means a brake for intermittent use normally used 
to slow down and stop the vehicle: 

"Side lamp" or "park lamp" means a vehicle lamp of lower power 
than the head lamps used for the purpose of indicating the 
presence of the vehicle when seen from a distance and also of 
indicating the approximate width of the vehicle; and includes-

(a) A forward-facing side lamp, being a lamp indicating pri
marily the front end of the vehicle: 

(b) A rearward-facing side lamp (rear lamp, red tail-lamp), 
being a lamp emitting a red light indicating primarily the rear 
end of the vehicle: 

(c) A sideways-facing side lamp, being a lamp mounted be
tween the front and rear extremities on the side to indicate 
primarily the side of the vehicle: 

"Signalling lamp" means a vehicle lamp by means of which the 
driver can indicate his manoeuvring intentions; and includes 
a stop lamp and a direction-indicator lamp: 

"Stop lamp" or "brake lamp" means a lamp operated by the 
driver when he applies the service brake to give warning of the 
slowing down or stopping of the vehicle: 

"Traction engine" means a motor vehicle propelled by steam power 
and designed for use on roads and not for the carriage thereon 
of goods or of passengers other than the driver: 

"Tractor" means a motor vehicle (not being a traction engine) de
signed exclusively for traction at speeds not exceeding 50 kilo
metres an hour: 

"Traffic officer" means a traffic officer of any rank who is an 
officer of the Ministry of Transport or of a local authority; 
and includes any other person whose appointment as a traffic 
officer is approved by the Minister: 

''Traffic sign" means a sign of one of the classes described in Part 
XII of these regulations; and includes the support of the sign: 

Provided that traffic domes or letten or other indicators 
placed upon roads by controlling authorities for the direction 
of traffic shall not be deemed to be traffic signs for the purpose 
of these regulations: 

·S.R. 1954/144 (Reprinted with Amendments Nos 1-8, S.R. 1968/94) 
Amendment No. 9: S.R. 1970/270 
Amendment No. 10: S.R. 1974/21 
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"Trailer" means a vehicle without motive power that is capable of 
being drawn or propelled by a motor vehicle from which it is 
readily detachable; but does not include-

(a) A sidecar attached to a motor cycle; or . . 
(b) A vehicle normally propelled by mechamcal power whIle 

it is being temporarily towed without the use of its own pow.er: 
"Trailing unit" means any trailer; and includes the rear portIon 

of any vehicle constructed in 2 portions connected by a vertical 
hinge or pivot, whether or not the 2 portions are readily detach
able or the rear ,portion is powered: 

"Turn" means to change direction: 
Provided that if a roadway is marked with a centre line or 

lane line to show the normal path of vehicles,-
(a) A vehicle shall be deemed to turn if it leaves that path 

to enter another roadway or vehicle entrance; and 
(b) A vehicle following the markings shall be deemed not to 

turn even though an intersection occurs at a point 
where the markings are laid out in a curve: 

"Uncontrolled intersection" means any intersection the traffic at 
which is not for the time being controlled by a traffic officer, 
police officer, or traffic signals: 

"Use", in relation to a vehicle, includes driving, drawing, or 
propelling on any road by means of another vehicle, and per
mitting to be on any road; and "to use" and "user" have 
corresponding meanings: 

"Vehicle" means a contrivance equipped with wheels, tracks, or 
revolving runners upon which it moves or is moved; but does 
not include-

(a) A perambulator or pushchair: 
(b) A shopping or sporting trundler not propelled by mech

anical power: 
(c) A wheelbarrow or hand-trolley: 
(d) A child's toy or cycle, provided in either case no road 

wheel (including any tyre) has a diameter exceeding 35 cm: 
(e) Any pedestrian controlled lawnmower or any agricultural 

machinery not propelled by mechanical power: 
(f) Any article of furniture: 
(g) Any invalid wheel-chair not propelled by mechanical 

power: 
(h) Any other contrivance specified by the Minister by 

notice in the Gazette: 
"Warrant of appointment" means, in the case of a traffic officer 

appointed by a local authority, a written certificate by the local 
authority, and, in the case of any other traffic officer, a written 
certificate by the Minister, certifying to the approval or the 
appointment of the traffic officer for the purposes of these 
regulations: 

"Warrant of fitness" means a warrant of fitness issued pursuant to 
regulation 84 hereof: 

Other expressions defined in the Act have the meanings so defined. 
Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 3, 33 (3),42 (1),80; S.R. 1962/86, reg. 14 

(2); S.R. 1964/119, reg. 2; S.R. 196-4:/208, regs. 2, 3, 4; S.R. 
1967/28, reg. 2 
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PART I-CONTROLLING AUTHORITIES 

3. Controlling authorities-Without limiting the meaning of the term 
"controlling authority" as defined in regulation 2 hereof, any power or 
authority or duty conferred or imposed on the controlling authority 
by these regulations in regard to the roads specified in this regulation, 
or to the use of any vehicle thereon, shall be exercisable as follows: 

(a) In the case of a Government road (declared as such under the 
Public Works Act 1928 or any former Act) which is not a 
State highway, by the Minister of Works and Development: 

(b) In the case of the road from the Bayswater Wharf in the Auck
land Harbour to the boundary of the City of Takapuna, by 
the Auckland Harbour Board: 

Provided that, where the Board has granted a lease of the 
land on which that road or any part thereof is situated, any 
such power or authority or duty in relation to any road on the 
land comprised in the lease shall be exercisable by the lessee: 

(c) In the case of the road commonly known as the tunnel-access 
road in Christchurch extending from the intersection with 
Ferry Road, Christchurch, to the toll booths for the Christ
church-Lyttelton road tunnel, by the Christchurch-Lyttelton 
Road Tunnel Authority. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 4; S.R. 1959/44, reg. 2; S.R. 1972/252, 
reg.3 

PART II-DRIVING RULES 

4. Keeping to left of road-( 1) Subject to regulations 6 and 7 hereof, 
every driver on any road not marked in lanes shall at all times keep 
his vehicle as close as practicable to the left side of the roadway. 

(2) Subject to regulations 7 and 8 hereof, every driver on any road 
marked in 2 or more lanes for the direction in which he is travelling 
shall not drive in the right-hand lane if by doing so he would impede 
the normal flow of traffic in that lane, unless this is necessary for the 
purpose of passing an obstruction or in the course of overtaking. 

(3) Every driver on a road marked in lanes shall drive as far as 
practicable entirely within a lane except when changing lanes, and 
shall not move from any lane until he has first ascertained that the 
movement can be made with safety. 

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of subclause (3) of this regulation, 
where a driver's speed is such as to impede the normal and reasonable 
flow of traffic, he shall, as soon as reasonably practicable, move his 
vehicle as far as practicable to the left side of the roadway when this is 
necessary to allow following traffic to pass. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 6, 19A (1); S.R. 1967/28, reg. 9; S.R. 
1975/195, reg. 2 

5. Driving in lanes- (1) Where a roadway is marked in lanes the 
following lanes shall not be available to a driver: ' 

(a) Any lane which has been declared unavailable by an overhead 
traffic signal showing a red diagonal cross: 

(b) On a two-way roadway marked in 2 or more lanes, any lane 
on the right side of the centre line, except when passing 
another vehicle travelling in the same direction: 

(c) On a two-way roadway marked in 3 lanes, the lane-
(i) On the right side of the roadway: 
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(ii) The centre lane, except when turning to the right into 
another roadway or vehicle entrance or when passing another 
vehicle travelling in the same direction: 

(d) On any roadway, any lane to the driver's right of a no-passing 
line: 

(e) On the right side of a row of traffic cones or flaps so placed as to 
separate traffic travelling in opposite directions. 

(2) No driver shall drive, either wholly or partly, in any lane that is 
not available to him, unless-

(a) It is impracticable for him to proceed otherwise because of the 
size of his vehicle or its load or because of a road obstruction, 
and driving in that lane can be done safely and without 
impeding other traffic; or 

(b) The driver is directed to do so by a traffic officer or police officer 
or by the instructions on a traffic sign. 

6. Route of driving at intersections marked in lanes-Where lane
usage arrows (as prescribed by regulation 107 hereof) are marked to 
designate specific lanes for specific manoeuvres at the approaches to an 
intersection, no driver shall use any lane except for the manoeuvre 
appropriate to its marking. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 10 

7. Changing direction-(1) Except when regulation 6 hereof applies, 
any driver intending to turn to enter another roadway or a vehicle 
entrance-

(a) To the left, shall move as far as practicable to the left side of 
the roadway before reaching the point at which he wishes 
to turn, and shall keep as close as practicable to the left side 
of the roadway throughout his turn: 

(b) To the right, shall move as far as practicable to the right without 
encroaching on any lanes not available to him (or, in the case 
of a roadway not marked in lanes, without encroaching over 
the middle of the roadway) before reaching the point at 
which he wishes to turn, and shall turn as directly as possible 
to a similar position on any roadway he enters. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything in subclause (1) (b) of this regulation, 
it shall not be an offence for a driver if, in the interests of safety, he 
moves his vehicle as far as practicable to the left of the roadway on 
which he is travelling and slows or stops his vehicle in advance of the 
point where he intends to turn to the right until the roadway is clear 
of other traffic. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 10, lOA; S.R. 1958/115, reg. 3; S.R. 1962/86, 
regs. 4, 5; S.R. 1964/85, reg. 4; S.R. 1967/28, reg. 5; S.R. 
1975/195, reg. 2 

8. Overtaking- ( 1) No driver shall pass or attempt to pass on the 
left of another vehicle moving in the same direction unless-

(a) The movement can be made with safety and is made with due 
consideration for other users of the road; and 

(b) Either-
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(i) The 2 vehicles are in different lanes; or 
(ii) The overtaken vehicle is stationary or its driver has 

given or is giving the prescribed signal of his intention to turn 
to the right. 

(2) No driver shall pass or atte~pt to pass on the right of another 
vehicle moving in the same direction when approaching or crossing an 
intersection, unless-

(a) Where the roadway is marked in lanes, his vehicle does not 
encroach on a lane available for opposing traffic; or 

(b) The manoeuvre can be made with safety and is made with due 
consideration for users of the intersecting road. 

(3) No driver shall pass or attempt to pass another vehicle moving 
in the same direction, unless-

(a) Sufficient clear road is visible to him for the overtaking movement 
to be completed without impeding or being likely to impede 
any possible opposing traffic; and 

(b) Until the passing movement is co~pleted, he has a clear view 
of the road and any traffic thereon for at least 100 m in the 
direction in which he is travelling. 

(4) No driver shall, when passing another vehicle moving in the 
same direction, move into the line of passage of that vehicle until the 
manoeuvre can be made safely and without impeding the movement 
of that other vehicle. 

(5) No driver shall pass or attempt to pass another vehicle moving 
in the same direction at or within 10 m of a railway level crossing if the 
other vehicle is moving or has stopped to give way to any vehicle using 
the railway line. 

(6) No driver at or approaching any portion of a roadway where 
the controlling authority has marked a no-passing line in accordance 
with regulation 110 hereof (being a line applying to traffic moving in the 
direction in which he is moving) shall ,pass or attempt to pass any vehicle 
(other than a bicycle) moving in the same direction within the length 
of roadway upon which that line is marked until he reaches the further 
end of the no-passing line, unless throughout the passing movement 
he keeps his vehicle wholly to the left of the no-passing line. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 7,8,9; S.R. 1962/86, reg. 3; S.R. 1964/85, 
reg. 2 (1); S.R. 1967/28, regs. 3 (1), 4 

9. Giving way-(l) Every driver approaching or entering an inter
section on a roadway where traffic moving in the direction in which 
he is travelling is controlled by a stop sign at or near the intersection 
shall-

(a) Stop his vehicle before entering the path of any possible traffic 
flow at such a position as to be able to ascertain whether the 
way is clear for him to proceed; and 

(b) Give way to any vehicle approaching or crossing the intersection 
from a roadway not controlled by a stop sign. 

(2) Every driver approaching or entering an intersection on a road
way where traffic moving in the direction in which he is travelling 
is controlled by a give-way sign at or near the intersection shall give 
way to any vehicle approaching or crossing the intersection from a 
roadway not controlled by either a stop sign or a give-way sign. 
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(3) Except where subclause (1) or subclause (2) of this regulation 
applies, every driver turning or about to turn shall give way to any 
vehicle not making a turn, and every driver turning or about to turn 
to his left shall give way to any vehicle approaching from the opposite 
direction and turning or about to turn to its right. 

(4) Except where any of the foregoing subclauses of this regulation 
applies, every driver approaching or crossing an intersection shall give 
way to any vehicle approaching or crossing the intersection from his 
right. 

(5) Notwithstanding anything in the foregoing subclauses of this regu
lation, a driver using an approved siren or a red flashing or revolving 
light under the authority of these regulations may enter and cross an 
intersection at a speed not exceeding 20 kilometres an hour taking due 
care to avoid a collision with other traffic. 

(6) The provisions of this regulation shall not apply to any intersec
tion while it is controlled by traffic signals, a traffic officer, or a ,police 
officer. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 11, 12 (1), 12A; S.R. 1958/115, regs. 4, 5; 
S.R. 1960/135, reg. 2; S.R. 1962/86, reg. 6; S.R. 1975/195, reg. 2 

10. Approaching and entering intersections-( 1) No driver shall in
crease the speed of his vehicle when approaching any intersection which 
any other vehicle is approaching or crossing. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything in regulation 18 hereof, no driver shall 
enter an intersection or an area controlled by traffic signals, when his 
intended passage through the intersection or area or his intended exit 
is blocked by stationary traffic. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 12A (2), 12B; S.R. 1958/115, reg. 5 (1); 
S.R. 1972/252, reg. 4 

11. Railway crossings- (1) Every driver approaching any railway level 
crossing which is controlled by a stop sign shall stop his vehicle in such 
a position and for such time as is necessary to ascertain whether or 
not the line is clear, and shall remain stationary until the way is clear 
to proceed. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything in regulation 18 hereof, no driver shall 
enter a railway level crossing when his intended passage through the 
crossing or his intended exit is blocked by stationary traffic. 

(3) This regulation shall not apply to any railway level crossing where 
traffic is for the time being controlled by a traffic officer or a police 
officer. 

(4) Nothing in this regulation shall derogate from the provisiom of 
section 64 of the Goven'!ment Railways Act 1949. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 12 (2), (3) 

12. Pedestri3il1 crossings- (1) Every driver when approaching a pedes
trian crossing shall give way to any pedestrian on that pedestrian 
crossing, and, if necessary, shall slow down and stop his vehicle for 
that purpose. 

(2) Without limiting the provisions of subclause (1) of this regu
lation, any driver whose vehicle passes over any portion of a pedestrian 
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crossing less than 4 m in front of a pedestrian who is on that crossing 
shall be deemed to have failed to give way to the pedestrian. 

(3) No driver shall overtake or pass any vehicle that has stopped or 
slowed down to comply with sub clause (1) of this regulation, unless 
he first stops and ensures that he can proceed without having to give 
way to any pedestrian using the crossing. 

(4) This regulation shall not apply to any pedestrian crossing for the 
time being controlled by a traffic officer, a police officer, or a school 
patrol. 

CL S.R. 1956/217, reg. 14; S.R. 1967/28, reg. 6 (1) 

13. Crossing where school patrol operating-Every driver when 
approaching a pedestrian crossing at which a school patrol sign is 
extended in accordance with regulation 98 hereof shall stop before 
reaching the crossing and remain stopped while the sign is extended. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 15 

14. Driving on footpath-No person shall drive along any footpath
(a) Any motor vehicle; or 
(b) Any invalid carriage of a width greater than 90 cm and capable 

of a speed in excess of 6 kilometres an hour. 

15. Drivers' signals- ( 1) Every driver shall, unless prevented by a 
sudden emergency, give at least 3 seconds' notice of his intention-

(a) To stop or reduce speed, either by means of an approved 
signalling device or, where an arm signal can be clearly seen 
from the rear, by extending the right arm directly outwards 
with the upper arm horizontal and the forearm vertically up
wards; or 

(b) To turn or move to the right or to draw out from a kerb on 
the left side of the vehicle, either by means of an approved 
signalling device or, where an arm signal can be clearly seen 
from both the front and the rear of the vehicle, by extending the 
right arm directly outwards in a horizontal position; or 

(c) To turn or move to the left or to draw out from a kerb on the 
right side of the vehicle, either by means of an approved 
signalling device or, where such a signal is practicable and can 
be clearly seen from both the front and the rear of the vehicle, 
by extending the left arm directly outwards in a horizontal 
,position. 

(2) It shall be a defence in any proceedings for a breach of this 
regulation that arm signals were not practicable or clearly visible 
because of the construction, equipment, or loading of the vehicle and 
the vehicle was not required to be fitted with the relevant approved 
signalling device and was not so fitted. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 17; S.R. 1964/208, reg. 5 

16. Passing lanes-Where the controlling authority has indicated 
by the erection of the appropriate signs that an extra lane has 
been provided as a passing lane or passing bay, the driver of any motor 



1976/227 Traffic Regulations 1976 1273 

vehicle that is moving at such a slow speed as to impede the normal 
and reasonable movement of any other vehicle shall move into the left 
lane as soon as the movement may be made with safety, and shall 
continue in that lane untIl he reaches the end thereof or is able to 
proceed without impeding the normal and reasonable movement of 
vehicles using the road. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 19A (2); S.R. 1967/28, reg. 9 

17. Riding dangerously-No person shall ride, and the driver shall 
not permit any person to ride, in or on a vehicle in a manner or position 
that may be liable to cause injury to that person. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 23 

18. Places controlled by traffic signals- (1) Whenever traffic at any 
place is controlled by traffic signals to which Part XI hereof applies, 
every person (including a pedestrian) using the roadway at that place 
shall comply with the directions given by the signals as specified in 
subclause (3) of this regulation: 

Provided that the driver of a motor vehicle, while using an approved 
siren or red flashing or revolving light under the authority of these regu
lations, shall be deemed to have complied sufficiently with the directions 
deemed to be given by traffic signals if he reduces the speed of the vehicle 
so as not to exceed 20 kilometres an hour and then proceeds on his 
course, taking due care to avoid collision with pedestrians and other 
traffic. 

(2) Where pedestrian traffic on any part of any roadway is con
trolled by traffic signals to which Part XI of these regulations applies, 
no pedestrian shall cross any other part of that roadway that is within 
20 m of the part so controlled. 

(3) The following are the instructions deemed to be given by traffic 
signals: 

(a) While a full green light shows-
(i) Vehicular traffic facing the light may proceed straight 

ahead or may turn to the left Or to the right at an inter
section unless a sign prohibits that movement: 

(ii) All such vehicular traffic, including vehicles turning 
left or right, shall proceed with due regard to the safety of 
other users of the road, and shall give way to pedestrians 
lawfully crossing or about to cross the roadway. Drivers of 
vehicles making a turn shall give way to approaching vehicles 
not making a turn, and drivers of vehicles turning or about 
to turn to the left shall give way to vehicles approaching from 
the opposite direction and turning or about to turn to the right: 

(iii) Unless a special signal for pedestrians indicates "Don't 
Cross" or "Wait", pedestrians facing the signal may proceed 
across the roadway: 

(b) While a green arrow shows-
(i) Vehicular traffic facing the arrow may enter the con

trolled area to make the movement indicated by the arrow with 
due regard to the safety of other users of the road, and shall 
give way to pedestrians lawfully crossing or about to cross the 
roadway: 
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(ii) Unless a special signal for pedestrians indicates "Cross", 
pedestrians facing the arrow shall not enter the roadway: 

(c) While an amber light shows-
(i) Except in the case of any vehicle which when the light 

first appears is so close to the controlled area that it cannot 
safely be stopped before entering the area, vehicular traffic 
facing the light shall stop before entering the controlled area, 
and shall remain stopped while the light is showing: 

(ii) Unless a special signal for pedestrians indicates "Cross", 
pedestrians facing the light shall not enter the roadway: 

(d) While a steady red light or 2 alternately flashing red lights show
(i) Vehicular traffic facing the light shall not enter the 

controlled area: 
(ii) Unless a special signal for pedestrians indicates "Cross", 

pedestrians facing the signal shall not enter the roadway: 
(e) Notwithstanding anything in paragraph (c) or paragraph (d) 

of this sub clause, when a green arrow shows simultaneously 
with any other light-

(i) The green arrow shall apply only to drivers proceeding in 
the direction indicated by the arrow; and 

(ii) Any amber light which appears vertically above and 
immediately following any green arrow shall also apply only 
to drivers proceeding in the direction indicated by the arrow: 

(f) While a special signal for pedestrians indicates "Don't Cross" or a 
flashing or steady "Wait", pedestrians facing the signal shall 
not enter the roadway: 

(g) While a special signal for pedestrians indicates "Cross" or "Cross 
Now", pedestrians facing the signal may enter the roadway 
to cross towards the signal, and, if a "Pedestrians May Cross 
Diagonally During Cross" sign is erected, pedestrians may enter 
the roadway to cross towards the signal or to the diagonally 
opposite corner of the controlled area. 

(4) If at any time the traffic at any place at which traffic signals 
are installed is controlled by a police officer or traffic officer, his 
directions shall be deemed to override any instruction that may be 
given by any traffic signal or any traffic sign or road marking. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 18; S.R. 1964/85, reg. 5; S.R. 1967/28, 
reg. 7; S.R. 1975/195, reg. 2 

19. Rules as to towing- ( 1) Except with the written permission of 
the Secretary or any person appointed by him for the purpose, no 
person shall on any road tow more than one trailer with any motor
car, or with any goods-service vehicle if the goods-service vehicle with 
the load it is for the time being carrying does not exceed 2,000 kilo
grams in weight. For the purposes of this subclause, the term "trailer" 
includes a vehicle normally propelled by mechanical power which is 
being temporarily towed without the use of its own power. 

(2) No person shall during hours of darkness tow any vehicle other 
than a trailer, unless the towed vehicle is fitted with a white light 
at the front sufficient to show the towing connection and with a rear 
lamp complying with the provisions of regulation 60 hereof. 

(3) Except with the written permission of the Secretary or any 
person appointed by him for the purpose, no person shall operate any 
motor vehicle which is being used to tow more than one vehicle (other
wise than as a trailer). 
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( 4) Any penmsslOn given under subclause (1) or subclause (3) of 
this regulation shall be subject to such conditions as to route to be 
followed, time during which the vehicle may be operated under the 
permission, or otherwise, as the Secretary or person giving the per
mission imposes. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 55 (12), (13); S.R. 1973/316, reg. 8 (1); 
S.R. 1974/323, reg. 2 

20. Use of doors-( 1) No person shall so open or close the door of a 
motor vehicle as to be likely to cause injury to another person. 

(2) No person shall operate any school bus, or any motor vehicle 
for the time being carrying passengers for hire or reward, if any door 
used for the entrance or exit of passengers is open when the vehicle 
moves off from a stopping place or when the vehicle is within a distance 
of 50 m before any stopping place where it comes to a stop for the 
purpose of loading or unloading passengers. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 50 (3), 50A; S.R. 1967/28, reg. 16 

21. Speed limits- ( 1 ) No person shall on any road drive any motor 
vehicle at a speed exceeding 80 kilometres an hour. 

(2) The Minister may from time to time, by notice in the Gazette, 
declare any road or portion of a road that is not subject to the limita
tion as to speed imposed by section 52 (1) of the Act to be a 70 kilo
metres an hour speed-limit area or to be a limited speed zone. 

(3) No person shall drive a motor vehicle at a speed exceeding 70 
kilometres an hour on any road which has been declared to be a 70 
kilometres an hour speed-limit area under this regulation and for which 
signs have been duly erected and maintained as provided for in Part 
XII of these regulations. 

(4) No person shall drive a motor vehicle at a speed exceeding 50 
kilometres an hour on any road which is a limited speed zone for which 
the signs have been duly erected and maintained as provided in Part 
XII of these regulations where, by reason of weather conditions, poor 
visibility, the presence of children, the density or nature of traffic, the 
condition of the road or road surface, or other similar reasons, a speed in 
excess of 50 kilometres an hour is an unsafe speed for the conditions then 
existing. 

(5) No person shall on any road drive at a speed exceeding 70 kilo
metres an hour any motor vehicle which is being used to tow a trailer 
or trailers or a vehicle normally propelled by mechanical power. 

(6) The driver of any motor vehicle upon meeting or overtaking any 
stationary school bus stopped for the purpose of discharging or embark
ing school children shall drive with due care for the safety of the 
children, and in no case shall while passing any part of the school 
bus drive at a speed in excess of 20 kilometres an hour. 

(7) No person shall on any road drive at a speed exceeding 70 kilo
metres an hour any school bus having a gross weight in excess of 2,000 
kilograms. 

(8) Notwithstanding subc1ause (5) of this regulation, no person shall 
on any road tow at a speed in excess of 40 kilometres an hour any 
trailer (other than a sidecar) with any motor cycle, power cycle, or 
cycle. 
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(9) No person shall on any road tow any motor cycle unless it is 
mechanically disabled and the speed does not exceed 30 kilometres an hour. 

(10) Nothing in any provision of these regulations fixing any limit 
of speed shall operate-

(a) To make lawful in respect of any place for which a lower limit 
of speed is duly fixed any speed in excess of that lower limit; or 

(b) To make it a defence in any proceedings for an offence relating 
to the use of a motor vehicle, other than an offence against 
that provision, that at the time of the alleged offence the 
motor vehicle was being driven at a speed not exceeding the 
speed fixed by that provision. 

(11) It shall be a defence to any person charged with an offence 
against this regulation if he proves that he was, at the time of the act 
in respect of which he is so charged, the driver of a motor vehicle

(a) Used as an ambulance fitted with a siren and being at 
the time used on urgent ambulance service; or 

(b) Used by a fire brigade for attendance at fires and at the time used 
on urgent fire brigade service and equipped with an approved 
siren or a red flashing or revolving light; or 

( c) Used by a traffic officer or police officer engaged on urgent duty 
if compliance with the speed limit would be likely to prevent 
the execution of his duty; or 

(d) Conveying a member of the Executive Council engaged on urgent 
public business, or conveying any other person authorised in 
that behalf by the Minister and engaged on urgent public 
business in the execution of his functions. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 26 (1),27(1), (2), 27A, 28, 29A, 30, 33 (1), 
68; S.R. 1967/28, reg. 11 (1); S.R. 1969/54, regs. 7, 14; S.R. 
1975/195, regs. 2, 4 (1) 

22. Stopping and following distances- ( 1) No person shall drive any 
motor vehicle in a lane marked on any road at such a speed that he is 
unable to stop in the length of that lane visible to him. 

(2) No person shall drive a motor vehicle on any road that is not 
marked in lanes at such a speed that he is unable to stop in half the 
length of roadway visible to him. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything in subclause (4) of this regulation, no 
person shall on any road drive any motor vehicle following behind 
another vehicle so that he cannot stop his vehicle short of the vehicle 
ahead in the event of a sudden stop by the latter. 

(4) No person shall on any road drive any motor vehicle following 
behind another vehicle at a distance behind that vehicle of less than

(a) 16 metres, if his speed is 40 kilometres an hour or more but less 
than 50 kilometres an hour; or 

(b) 20 metres, if his speed is 50 kilometres an hour or more but less 
than 60 kilometres an hour; or 

( c) 24 metres, if his speed is 60 kilometres an hour or more but less 
than 70 kilometres an hour; or 

( d) 28 metres, if his speed is 70 kilometres an hour or more. 
C£. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 26 (2), (3) 

23. Temporary speed limits- ( 1) Where at any place on a road any 
controlling authority considers that a temporary risk of danger to the 
public or of damage to the road exists or is likely to arise, the controlling 
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authority may at that place erect signs as hereinafter provided for the 
purpose of there fixing a temporary maximum speed limit for motor 
vehicles. 

(2) Every person commits an offence who drives a motor vehicle on 
a road where a temporary maximum speed limit is fixed and signs are 
erected pursuant to this regulation, at a speed in excess of the maximum 
so fixed. 

(3) No person shall drive a motor vehicle at a speed exceeding 30 
kilometres an hour on any portion of a road where the surface of that 
portion is being sealed or resealed or during the period of 48 hours after 
such sealing or resealing has been completed or suspended, if signs in 
accordance with subclause (5) of this regulation have been duly erected 
and maintained. 

(4) No person shall drive a motor vehicle at a speed exceeding 30 
kilometres an hour on any portion of a road where construction or 
reconstruction work is being carried out, if signs in accordance with sub
clause (5) of this regulation have been duly erected and maintained. 

(5) The signs to be erected at any temporary speed-limit area shall 
be as follows: 

(a) At each approach to the temporary speed-limit area, a speed limit 
(temporary) sign as described in the Fourth Schedule to these 
regulations showing the speed fixed; and 

(b) At each exit from the temporary speed-limit area the appropriate 
speed limit sign showing the speed restriction that applies from 
that point onwards. 

(6) The signs specified in subclause (5) of this regulation may be 
erected by a traffic officer, an authorised agent of the controlling auth
ority, or the person in charge of the work in progress on the portion of 
road. 

(7) The Secretary may at any time direct that any sign erected under 
this regulation be removed and the speed limit revoked. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 31, 31A, 32; S.R. 1958/115, reg. 8; S.R. 
1967/28, reg. 12; S.R. 1975/195, reg. 2 

24. Accidents and emergencies- (1) Where an accident has occurred 
or where he considers it necessary in the interests of road safety, a 
traffic officer or a police officer may erect or cause to be erected in a 
conspicuous position on a roadway an appropriate warning sign. 

(2)Every driver commits an offence who drives a motor vehicle at a 
speed exceeding 20 kilometres an hour after passing any such warning 
sign advising of an accident or breakdown and before arriving at a 
point clear of the accident or road hazard for which the sign was 
erected. 

(3) Every driver of a motor vehicle who has reasonable cause to 
believe that he is being signalled by means of an approved siren carried 
on a motor vehicle pursuant to regulation 69 hereof to stop or make 
way shall do so as soon as may be practicable with safety. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 43 (5) 

25. Minimum-speed lanes- ( 1) The Minister may from time to time, 
by notice in the Gazette, fix a minimum speed for vehicles travelling 
in the right-hand or centre lane (hereinafter referred to as a minimum
speed lane) of any road where the roadway available for vehicles 
travelling in one direction is marked out in 2 or more lanes. 



1278 Traffic Regulations 1976 1976/227 

(2) No person shall in any minimum-speed lane for which signs 
in accordance with sub clause (3) of this regulation have been duly 
erected and maintained drive a motor vehicle at a speed less than the 
minimum speed fixed in respect of that lane pursuant to subclause (1) 
of this regulation, unless-

(a) By reason of weather conditions, poor visibility, the density or 
nature of traffic, the conditions of the road or road surface, 
or other reasonable cause, that minimum speed would be 
unsafe; or 

(b) He is required by a signal or instruction from a traffic officer, 
police officer, or traffic sign not to exceed a speed that is less 
than the minimum so fixed. 

(3) At the places of entrance to and at the places of exit from any 
road or portion of road which includes a minimum-speed lane, the con
trolling authority shall cause to be erected and maintained the appro
priate regulatory signs. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 31B; S.R. 1969/54, reg. 5 

26. Dangerous substances on roads-( 1) If any slippery, piercing. or 
dangerous substance, or any glass, or any other substance of any kind 
whatsoever that by reason of its size or nature constitutes or could con
stitute a danger to users of the road, falls or escapes from any vehicle 
upon any road,-

(a) If removal of the substance or glass can be achieved quickly 
and safely, it shall be the duty of the driver of any vehicle 
involved to remove it or cause it to be removed forthwith; or 

(b) If removal of the substance or glass cannot be achieved quickly 
and safely and there is a likelihood of harm being caused to 
the public or to any person, it shall be the duty of the driver 
of any vehicle involved to warn the public or to report the 
occurrence forthwith to the nearest police station or to a police 
officer or to a traffic officer or to any office of the Road Trans
port Division of the Ministry of Transport. 

(2) If all the drivers specified in subclause (1) of this regulation are 
physically incapacitated and unable to carry out any duties imposed 
on them, the duty described in subclause (1) (a) of this regulation 
shall devolve on any person removing the vehicle or vehicles from the 
scene. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 21 

27. Unsafe vehicles and loads-( 1) No person shall operate any 
vehicle in such condition, or in such manner, or so loaded, or with a 
load so unsafely secured or covered as to cause or be liable to cause 
injury to any person or animal, or annoyance to any person, or damage 
to any property. 

(2) No person shall operate any vehicle so loaded or with a load so 
unsafely secured or insufficiently covered that the load or portion thereof 
escapes or falls from the vehicle or is likely to do so. 

(3) No person shall operate any vehicle if the vehicle or its load or 
both drag on or make moving contact with the roadway otherwise 
than by means of the wheels or by means of an attachment used to 
prevent the accumulation of static electricity. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 22, 55 (14), 84; S.R. 1973/316, regs. 3, 
8 (1) 
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28. Emission of smoke or vapour--( 1) Notwithstanding anything in 
subclause (2) of this regulation, no person shall operate any motor 
vehicle which emits an amount of smoke or visible vapour which is 
excessive. 

(2) After a date to be fixed by the Minister by notice in the Gazette, 
no person shall operate any motor vehicle which emits an amount of 
smoke or visible vapour which-

(a) Is of such opacity as to obscure the observer's view to a degree 
equal to smoke as dark as or darker than shade No. 2 on 
New Zealand Standard Specification 1568 c. Ringelmann 
Chart; or 

(b) Is of such opacity as to cause a loss in light transmitted through 
the exhaust plume of 40 percent or more as measured in an 
approved manner by an approved vehicle-exhaust smoke-meter. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 22A; S.R. 1973/316, reg. 4 

29. Noise-( 1) No person shall operate any vehicle which creates 
noise which, having regard to all the circumstances, is excessive. In 
determining whether any noise is excessive, regard may be had, in 
addition to all other relevant matters, to the manner of operation of the 
vehicle, the condition of the vehicle, the time of the day when the 
noise is created, the locality where the noise is created, and the likelihood 
of annoyance to any person. 

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subclause (1) of this regulation, 
after a date to be fixed by the Minister by notice in the Gazette, no 
person shall introduce, manufacture, or sell for first registration in New 
Zealand a motor vehicle the noise output of which when tested by a 
method approved by the Secretary, exceeds the levels specified in the 
First Schedule to these regulations. 

(3) For the purposes of subclause (2) of this regulation, the Method 
for the Measurement of Noise Emitted by Motor Vehicles published 
by the British Standards Institution, British Standard 3425, or I.S.O. 
Recommendation R 362, Measurement of Noise Emitted by Vehicles, 
shall be deemed to be the approved method of test. 

(4) Where a motor vehicle to which subclause (2) of this regulation 
applies is modified, in a way that could affect the noise output of the 
vehicle, subsequent to being introduced, manufactured, or sold for first 
registration in New Zealand, a traffic officer or any officer authorised 
for the purposes of section 143 of the Act may require that vehicle to 
be tested for noise output and direct that the motor vehicle shall not 
be operated until it complies with the levels set out in the First Schedule 
to these regulations. 

(5) Except in the case of motor vehicles described in subclauses 
(3) and (4) of regulation 69 hereof, or in a traffic emergency, no 
person shall use a warning device on any motor vehicle between 11 p.m. 
at night and 7 a.m. in the morning in any 50 kilometres an hour speed
limit area. 

(6) No person shall at any time use a warning device on any motor 
vehicle otherwise than as a reasonable traffic warning, or make any 
unnecessary or unreasonably loud, harsh, or shrill noise by means of 
a warning device on a motor vehicle. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs 22B, 43 (2), (6); S.R. 1973/316, reg. 5 
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30. Seat belts--( 1) Where a seat in a motor vehicle is fitted with a seat 
belt pursuant to regulation 78 hereof, no person of or over the age of 15 
years (not being a person who is exempted from wearing a seat belt) 
shall occupy that seat while the vehicle is in forward motion on a road, 
unless he wears the belt and the belt is securely fastened. 

(2) The Secretary may from time to time, by notice in the Gazette, 
exempt specified classes of persons from the requirements of sub clause 
( 1) of this regulation. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 51B (2), (4) (b); S.R. 1974/273, reg. 2 (1) 

31. Safety helmets for motor cyclists-( 1) No person shall drive or 
(not being .a person carried in a sidecar) ride on a motor cycle on any 
road, unless he is wearing a safety helmet of an approved type which is 
securely fastened: 

Provided that, except where the vehicle was being driven at a speed 
exceeding 50 kilometres an hour, it shall be a defence in any proceedings 
for a breach of this subclause if the defendant proves that-

(a) He had taken all reasonable steps to obtain a helmet of an 
approved type and of the appropriate size but such a helmet 
was not obtainable; and 

(b) He had, before the commission of the alleged offence but not 
mort' than 3 months previously, placed with a supplier an order 
for such a helmet and that order was valid and still in force at 
the time of the commission of the alleged offence. 

(2) Subclause (1) of this regulation shall not apply to the rider of 
any motor cycle classified as a vehicle of Class A or Class B (as defined 
in Part II of the Motor Vehicle Taxation Regulations 1966*) while 
it is being used at a speed not exceeding 30 kilometres an hour from one 
part of a farm to another part of the same farm or from one farm to 
another adjoining farm which is owned or occupied by the same person. 
For the purposes of this subclause, farms shall be deemed to be adjoin
ing notwithstanding that they may be separated by a road, a railway, 
or a watercourse. 

(3) Subclause (1) of this regulation shall not apply to any rider of a 
motor cycle travelling at a speed not exceeding 50 kilometres an hour 
who is carrying a certificate from a registered medical practitioner 
certifying that he is unable to wear a safety helmet for medical reasons. 

(4) For the purposes of this regulation the expression "safety helmet 
of an approved type" includes a safety helmet-

(a) Complying with New Zealand Standard Specification N.Z.S. 
1214-Protective Helmets for Racing Motor Cyclists, or New 
Zealand Standard Specification N.Z.S. 1215-Protective 
Helmets for Motor Cyclists; and 

(b) In the case o.f a helmet manufactured after the 1st day of June 
1973, bearmg the New Zealand Standard Certification Mark 
registered under section 47 of the Trade Marks Act 1953. 

(5) Every person driving or riding on any motor cycle on any road 
and wearing a safety helmet shall forthwith produce the helmet for in
spection on the demand of any traffic officer or police officer, and shall if 
so required hand it to the traffic officer or police officer for that purpose. 

(6)In proceedings for an offence against this regulation, proof that a 
*S.R. 1966/80 (Reprinted with Amendments Nos. 1-7; S.R. 19i4/205) 
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safety helmet worn by the defendant did not bear a New Zealand Stan
dard Specification Mark or a registered trade mark shall, until the con
trary is proved, be sufficient evidence that the helmet was not of an 
approved type. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 29; S.R. 1973/316, reg. 6 

32. Frootrests--No person shall operate on a road any motor cycle 
unless adequate footrests are fitted for every person carried otherwise 
than in a sidecar. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 65 

33. Motor vehicles in convoy- ( 1) The driver of a heavy motor vehicle 
or of a vehicle towing a trailer, which, in either case, is following another 
vehicle shall, except when overtaking the other vehicle with the inten
tion of passing it, keep a sufficient distance from the vehicle to enable 
the driver of any other vehicle to overtake and pass him and then move 
in behind the vehicle ahead, when conditions are such that this can be 
done with safety. 

(2) This regulation shall not apply within any 50 kilometres an 
hour speed-limit area. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 71; S.R. 1975/195, reg. 2 

34. Loaded firearms-Except for police purposes or for the purposes of 
any of the New Zealand Armed Forces, and except pursuant to a permit 
issued by a commissioned officer of police, no person shall operate a 
motor vehicle on which is carried any firearm (whether acting by the 
force of explosives or not) which is loaded in its breech, barrel, or 
magazine. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 74 

35. Restrictions on stopping or parking vehicles-(I) No person, 
being the driver or in charge of any vehicle, shall stop, stand, or park 
the vehicle-

(a) On a road, whether attended or unattended, without due care 
or without reasonable consideration for other persons using 
the road; or 

(b) On a roadway when it is reasonably practicable to do so on the 
grass verge or other place off the roadway, but subject to the 
provisions of paragraph (c) of this subclause; or 

( c) So as to cause or be likely to cause damage to ornamental grass 
plots, shrubs, or flower beds laid out or planted on the road, 
or contrary to any bylaw of the controlling authority. 

(2) No person, being the driver or in charge of any vehicle, shall 
stop, stand, or park that vehicle on a road, whether attended or 
unattended-

(a) Within an intersection, unless such parking is authorised by 
signs or markings maintained by the controlling authority: 

(b) On a pedestrian crossing, or ( except in the case of a 
bicycle) within 6 m of the nearer side of a pedestrian crossing, 
or within such greater distance as the controlling authority 
determines by marking on the roadway a broken yellow line 
parallel to and at a distance of not more than 1 m from the 
edge of the roadway: 
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(c) Within 6 m of an indicated omnibus stop: 
Provided that where the area of prohibition is marked out as 

being greater or less than 6 m, the provisions of paragraph (1) 
of this subclause shall apply: 

(d) In any part of a roadway so close to any corner, bend, rise, dip, 
traffic island, or intersection as to obstruct or be likely to 
obstruct other traffic or any view of the roadway to the driver 
of a vehicle proceeding towards that corner, bend, rise, dip, 
traffic island, or intersection, or within 6 m of an intersection, 
or on any part of a roadway where the controlling authority 
has marked a broken yellow line parallel to and at a distance 
of not more than 1 m from the edge of the roadway: 

(e) In any part of a road contrary to the terms of any notice, traffic 
sign, or marking or sign maintained on or adjacent to the road 

. by a controlling authority and indicating that the stopping, 
standing, or parking of vehicles is prohibited, limited, or re
stricted: 

(f) So as to obstruct entry to or exit from any place used or appearing 
to be used as a vehicle entrance to or exit from land fronting 
a roadway; and for the purposes of this paragraph a vehicle 
parked alongside any part of a kerb crossing provided for a 
vehicle entrance or exit or within 1 m of the prolongation of 
the side of a vehicle entrance or exit shall be deemed to be 
obstructing entry or exit: 

Provided that nothing in this paragraph shall apply with 
respect to any omnibus that has stopped at an authorised 
bus stop for the purpose of embarking or disembarking 
passengers: 

(g) Within 500 mm of any fire hydrant, or, in the case of a fire 
hydrant situated below the surface of the road, within 500 mm 
of the centre of the cover of the hydrant: 

Provided that no driver of a vehicle shall be deemed to 
commit an offence against this paragraph if he remains in 
the vehicle or leaves a person in charge of the vehicle who 
is capable of moving it if necessary: 

(h) Between the nearer edge of the roadway and any portion of a 
marking on the roadway consisting of the letters "FH" approxi
mately 500 mm in height enclosed within a circle approxi
mately 1 m in diameter, the centre of which is not more than 
6 m from a fire hydrant situated outside the roadway: 

Provided that no driver of a vehicle shall be deemed to 
commit an offence against this paragraph if he remains in the 
vehicle or leaves a person in charge of the vehicle who is 
capable of moving it if necessary: 

(i) So that any other stopped motor vehicle is located between his 
vehicle and the nearest edge of the roadway: 

(j) Otherwise than parallel with the direction of the roadway and 
with the left side of the vehicle as close as is practicable to 
the left side of the road, except in a one-way road, when 
the vehicle shall face in the same direction as the vehicle5 
proceeding along the road and as close as practicable to 
either side of the road: 
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Provided that, where the controlling authority has indicated, 
in accordance with regulation 109 (3) hereof, that vehicles 
may be parked only at an angle to the direction of the road
way, no person shall stand or park any vehicle (not being a 
bicycle) otherwise than in accordance with the direction 
indicated: 

Provided also that a motor cycle, power cycle, or bicycle may 
be parked otherwise than parallel with the roadway if during 
the hours of darkness it is sufficiently illuminated so as to be 
visible from at least 50 m: 

(k) On any footpath or footway or on any public cycle track con
structed under section 176 of the Municipal Corporations Act 
1954 or section 197 of the Counties Act 1956: 

(1) On any part of a roadway (except in the case of the vehicles of 
the types or classes referred to in an appropriate parking sign 
erected at that place) the area of which is marked on the 
roadway by lines (hereinafter referred to as the said area) 
and which is reserved by a controlling authority as a stopping 
place or stand for any vehicle or vehicles used for hire or 
reward, and the location of which is indicated by the con
trolling authority by the erection adjoining the said area (at 
such place or places as to give any driver of a motor vehicle 
reasonable notice of the presence of the said area) of one 
or more appropriate parking signs: 

(m) On any part of a roadway reserved by a controlling authority 
as a loading zone the location of which is indicated by the 
c.ontrolling authority by the erection of the appropriate parking 
Slgn-

(i) If the vehicle is not of the class (if any) specified on the 
sign; or 

(ii) If the driver leaves the vehicle unattended for more 
than 5 minutes or such longer period as is specified on the 
sign; or 

(iii) If the driver is not actually loading or unloading 
passengers or goods. 

(3) No person, being the driver or in charge of a goods-service 
vehicle which exceeds 6 m in length and is fitted with a flat deck 
or tray for the carriage of goods (whether or not it is equipped with 
side boards and tailboards), shall stop, stand, or park that vehicle on a 
roadway during the hours of darkness, whether attended or unattended, 
.at an angle to the direction of the roadway: 

Provided that nothing in this subclause shall apply with respect 
to any part of a roadway where the controlling authority maintains 
a notice, traffic sign, marking, or sign indicating that the parking of 
such vehicles at an angle to the roadway during the hours of darkness 
is permitted. 

( 4) Except with the written permission of the controlling authority 
'given in respect of any specified trailer, and in compliance with any 
conditions subject to which that permission is given, no person shall 
park a trailer on any roadway for a period exceeding 7 days. Nothing 
in this subclause shall derogate from any of the provisions of sub
clauses (1), (2), and (3) of this regulation. 

(5) It shall be a defence to any person charged with a breach of 
'Subclause (2) or subclause (3) of this regulation if he proves that the 
act complained of was done in an emergency or in com!)liance with 
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the directions of a traffic officer, police officer, traffic-control signal, 
or traffic sign, or, in the case of an act done by a traffic officer or police 
officer, was necessary in the execution of his duty. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 19; S.R. 1958/115, reg. 6; S.R. 1960/135, 
reg. 5; S.R. 1967/28, reg. 8 (1); S.R. 1970/157, reg. 2; S.R. 
1972/252, reg. 6; S.R. 1975/195, reg. 2 

36. Vehicles used for public work or trade purposes- (1) It shall be 
a defence to any person, being the driver of a vehicle who is charged 
with an act or omission amounting to a breach of regulations 4 to 8, 
14, 16, 25, and 35 hereof, if he proves-

(a) That the vehicle was at the time of the act or omission actually 
engaged in a public work on a road; and 

(b) That the vehicle was being used on the road with due consider
ation for other road users; and 

( c) That the act or omission was reasonably necessary for the purposes 
of that work; and 

(d) That he took all reasonable care to prevent the occurrence of 
any accident, mishap, collision, or damage, or any injury to or 
interference with any person, animal, or property arising by 
reason of the act or omission. 

(2) It shall be a defence to any person who is in charge of any goods
service vehicle and who is charged with a breach of paragraph (i) or 
paragraph (j) of regulation 35 (2) hereof if he proves that the act in 
respect of which he is charged was-

(a) Done in accordance with the directions of a notice, traffic sign, 
or marking or sign on the roadway; or 

(b) Necessary for the loading or unloading of the vehicle in the course 
of trade, and was done with due consideration to the safety 
and convenience of other road users, and either-

(i) That alternative access for the purpose of loading or un
loading the vehicle was not available; or 

(ii) That where such access was available, the circumstances 
existing at the time were such that it was unreasonable to re
quire such access to be used. 

(3) It shall be a defence to any person who is in charge of any taxicab 
and who is charged with a breach of regulation 35 (2) (i) hereof if he 
proves-

(a) That the act in respect of which he is charged was done during 
the picking up or setting down of passengers in connection with 
their carriage for hire or reward and was done with due con
sideration to the safety and convenience of other road users; 
and 

(b) That either-
(i) Alternative access for the purpose of picking up or setting 

down passengers was not available; or 
(ii) Where such access was available, the circumstances 

existing at the time were such that it was unreasonable to 
require such access to be used. 

CL S.R. 1956/217, reg. 24; S.R. 1962/86, reg. 10 

37. Use of motor-vehicle lights-( 1) No person shall operate any 
motor vehicle except a power cycle, unless it is equipped with the re
flectors and lamps prescribed in regulations 58 to 64 hereof maintained 
in a clean and serviceable condition. 
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(2) No person shall drive any motor vehicle during the hours of 
darkness unless the lamps specified by regulations 58 to 64 hereof display 
lights in the manner prescribed by those regulations. 

(3) No person shall drive on any road any motor vehicle fitted with an 
auxiliary lamp, unless the vehicle complies with regulation 65 hereof. 

(4) No person shall park or leave any motor vehicle on any roadway 
during the hours of darkness unless-

(a) It is lighted from an artificial source so that its position is clearly 
visible at a distance of-

( i) 50 m in a 50 kilometre an hour speed. limit area; or 
(ii) 100 m in an area that is subject to a higher speed-limit; 

or 
(b) It displays light from the rearward-facing side lamp, or, where 

2 such lamps are fitted, from both rearward-facing side lamps, 
and from either the forward-facing side lamp or dipped head
light on the side of the vehicle that is closest to the middle of 
the road. 

(5) No person shall park or leave any goods-service vehicle (being a 
heavy motor vehicle or a vehicle fitted with a flat deck or tray for the 
carriage of goods, whether or not it is equipped with sideboards and tail
boards) on any roadway during the hours of darkness, unless it displays 
to the rear a red light visible at a distance of 100 m in normal atmos
pheric conditions. The lamp emitting this light shall be fitted within 
300 mm of the extreme rear end of the vehicle and within 300 mm of the 
extremity of the side of the vehicle closest to the middle of the road: 

Provided that where the load of a vehicle extends a greater distance 
than 1.5 m behind the vehicle, the light shall be displayed at the 
extreme rear end of the load and as far as practicable to the right side 
of the load. 

(6) The driver of a motor vehicle shall dip the lights from the head
lamps-

(a) Whenever they would be likely to interfere adversely with the 
vision of another driver in motion on a road; and 

(b) When approaching any intersection or other place where the 
traffic is or appears to be under the control of a police officer or 
traffic officer. 

(7) Subject to subclause (8) of this regulation, the driver or person 
in charge or control of a stationary motor vehicle shall either dip the 
lights from the headlamps or shall use the lights from sidelamps instead 
of headlamps. 

(8) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in these regulations, no 
person shall operate on any road during the hours of darkness any 
vehicle of any of the kinds specified in regulation 89 hereof, unless the 
vehicle is equipped with at least 3 lamps displaying light which is visible 
at a distance of 100 m under normal atmospheric conditions, one lamp 
being placed at each side of the vehicle so as to display a white light to 
the front and sides thereof, and one lamp being placed at the rear of the 
vehicle so as to display a red light at the rear thereof and not to be 
visible from the front thereof. Those lamps need not be permanently 
attached to the vehicle. 

(9) Except as permitted by regulations 65 to 67 hereof, no person 
shall operate any motor vehicle that displays or is equipped to display

(a) Towards the rear, any light that is not red or amber in colour; or 
(b) Towards the front, any light or reflecting surface other than one 

that is substantially white or amber in colour; or 
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(c) In any direction, any light that is revolving or flashing: 
Provided that this subclause shall not apply to lamps not exceeding 

6 watts in the interior of the vehicle serving to light the interior for 
the convenience of passengers. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 34, 36 (3), (4), 37 (3); S.R. 1960/135, 
reg. 7 (1); S.R. 1962/86, reg. 11; S.R. 1972/252, reg. 10; S.R. 
1975/195, reg. 2 

PART Ill-RuLES FOR CYCLES AND POWER CYCLES 

38. Carrying restrictions-No person shall ride a cycle or power cycle 
on any road while it is carrying any person other than the rider, unless

(a) The other person is carried on a pillion seat designed for this 
purpose and footrests are provided for that person; and 

(b) In the case of an infant, the infant is carried in a container or 
seat, which is designed to protect the legs of the infant from 
coming into contact with the wheels of the vehicle. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 70 (1), (2), 78 (9); S.R. 1962/86, 
reg. 18 (1) 

39. Towing restrictions-(1) No person shall ride a cycle or power 
cycle on any road while it is towing any vehicle other than a trailer. 

(2) No rider of a cycle or power cycle shall permit the cycle or power 
cycle to be towed by any other vehicle. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 70 (3), (4), 77; S.R. 1962/86, reg. 18 (1) 

40. Riding abreast-Except when heavy traffic conditions make co~ 
pliance with this regulation unreasonable, no person shall ride a cycle or 
power cycle on any roadway so that it remains abreast and to the right 
of-

(a) Two other such vehicles; or 
(b) One other such vehicle while that vehicle is overtaking and 

passing another vehicle; or 
(c) Any other vehicle having 3 or more road wheels (including a. 

motor cycle fitted with a sidecar). 
Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 76 (2) 

41.CycIe tracks, footpaths, etc.-(1) When a reasonably adequate 
cycle track is available, every rider of a cycle or power cycle shall keep 
to the track as far as is practicable. 

(2) No person shall ride a cycle or power cycle on any footpath or 
footway or on any lawn, garden, or other cultivation forming part of a. 
road. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 76 (3), (4) 

42. Lighting, etc.- ( 1) No person shall ride a power cycle on any road 
during the hours of darkness, unless it has attached at the front 
a lamp displaying a beam of light substantially white in colour and of 
sufficient power to enable substantial objects and the nature of the road 
surface at a distance of at least 30 m directly in front of the vehicle 
to be clearly visible under normal atmospheric conditions to a driver 
of normal vision. 
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(2) No person shall ride a cycle on any road during hours of darkness, 
unless it has attached at the front a lamp displaying a light substantially 
white in colour of sufficient brilliance to be visible under normal 
atmospheric conditions for at least 100 m in a forward direction. 

(3) No person shall ride a cycle or a power cycle on any road unless 
it displays to the rear-

(a) During the hours of darkness, a red light which is visible under 
normal atmospheric conditions at least 100 m to the rearward; 
and 

(b) A white surface of at least 75 cm2 (inclusive of the area taken 
up by an approved reflector) or approved reflecting red tape 
not less than 50 cm2 in area maintained in a clean condition 
at a place where the surface or tape is not likely to be obscured 
by the rider or his clothes; and 

(c) An approved red reflector in a clean and efficient condition or 
approved reflecting red tape not less than 50 cm2 in area 
placed at the back of the vehicle so as to reflect directly to 
the rear light shining towards it from rearward of the vehicle. 

(4) No person shall on any road ride a bicycle if it is equipped with 
a lamp that displays towards the rear any light other than a red light 
or with a lamp or reflecting surface that displays towards the front any 
red or reddish light. 

(5) Nothing in this regulation shall apply with respect to any cycle 
which is for the time being ridden in a race controlled by a cycle or 
athletic club at a time not being during the hours of darkness. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 69 (2),78 (2)-(4), (8); S.R. 1958/115, 
reg. 16 (2); S.R. 1975/195, reg. 2 

43. Brakes--( 1) No person shall ride a cycle on any road, unless it 
is fitted with at least one efficient brake which operates on the rear 
wheel. 

(2) No person shall ride a power cycle on any road, unless it is 
fitted with one efficient brake on each road wheel. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 69 (4),78 (5) 

44. Careless riding-Every person commits an offence against these 
regulations who carelessly rides any cycle or power cycle on any road. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 76 (1) 

PART IV-ANIMAL TRAFFIC 

45. Use of road- ( 1) Every rider of an animal on any road shall, 
when a reasonably adequate road margin is available, keep the animal 
on the road margin as far as is practicable. 

(2) Every rider of an animal shall, when travelling on a roadway, 
keep the animal as close as is practicable to his left of the roadway. 

(3) Except when passing, no rider of an animal shall travel on a road
way on the right of more than one other ridden animal proceeding in 
the same d~rection as himself or on the right of any vehicle proceeding 
in the same direction as himself. 

(4) No rider of an animal shall ride along a footpath, or on any 
lawn, garden, or other cultivation forming part of a road. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 81 
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46. Method of leading animal from ridden animal-Every rider of an 
animal who leads by rope, rein, or other similar means of guidance any 
other animal shall, when travelling on a roadway, keep the ridden 
animal on the right side of the led animal, and shall, when travelling 
on the road margin keep the ridden animal between the led animal 
and the roadway. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 82 

47. Lights-(I) No person shall operate an animal-drawn vehicle 
during the hours of darkness, unless-

(a) At the extreme right side of the front of the vehicle or its load 
it is fitted with a lamp which displays in a forward direction 
a light substantially white in colour; and 

(b) It displays to the rear a red light shining either from the same 
lamp or from a separate lamp attached at the rear of the 
vehicle. 

(2) All the lights described in this regulation shall be of sufficient 
brilliance to be visible in normal atmospheric conditions for a distance 
of at least 100 m. 

(3) No person shall operate an animal-drawn vehicle during the 
hours of darkness if it is equipped with a lamp that displays towards 
the rear any light other than a red light or with a lamp or reflecting 
surface that displays towards the front any red or reddish light. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 83 

PART V-LOADING AND DIMENSIONS 

48. General restrictions-( 1) No person shall operate any vehicle, 
if the vehicle or its load or both exceed 2.5 m in width or extend more 
than 1.25 m from the longitudinal centre-line of the vehicle. The 
provisions of this subclause shall not apply to any agricultural trailer 
or agricultural machine, where-

(a) The vehicle does not exceed 3.7 m in width; and 
(b) The vehicle is not operated during the hours of darkness; and 
(c) The vehicle is not driven at a speed exceeding 20 kilometres an 

hour; and 
(d) The extreme right-hand edge of the vehicle is indicated by a 

flag of the type specified by regulation 50 hereof to indicate 
excess dimensions. 

(2) For the purposes of subclause (1) of this regulation, any mirrors, 
side marker lights, or direction indicators shall be deemed not to be 
part of the vehicle or its load. 

(3) No person shall operate any vehicle if any part of the vehicle 
or its load extends more than 8.3 m ahead of the rear axis of the 
vehicle: 

Provided that this subclause shall not apply-
(a) In the case of any trailing unit, to its towbar or to any load the 

forward end of which is supported by the towing vehicle: 
(b) In the case of a vehicle the load of which does not extend forward 

of the body, provided no part of the body of the vehicle 
extends forward beyond the arc of a circle of 1.5 m radius 
with its centre on the vehicle centre-line 7.5 m ahead of the 
rear aXls. 
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(4) No person shall operate any articulated vehicle if any part of 
the trailing unit or its load extends forward beyond the arc of a circle 
of 1.5 m radius with its centre on the vehicle centre-line 500 mm ahead 
of the centre of the turntable or kingpin on which the trailing unit is 
hinged. 

(5) No person shall operate any vehicle other than a trailer if the 
vehicle or its load extends more than 3 m forward from the front edge 
of the driver's seat. 

(6) No person shall operate any vehicle if the vehicle or its load 
extends backward more than 4 m from the rear axis. 

(7) No person shall operate any vehicle, if the vehicle or its load 
or both rise to such a height as to be liable to damage any construction 
or wires lawfully over the roadway used by the vehicle, or in any case 
to a height exceeding 4.25 m from the ground. 

(8) No person shall operate any cycle, power cycle, or motor cycle 
with only 2 wheels, if the vehicle or its load or both exceed 1 m in 
width or extend more than 500 mm from the centre-line of the vehicle, 
or if any part of the load extends more than 1 m ahead of the front 
wheel or more than 1 m behind the rear wheel of the vehicle. 

(9) No person shall operate any cycle, power cycle, or motor cycle 
with more than 2 wheels (including a motor cycle with a sidecar 
attached) or any trailer towed by any cycle, power cycle, or motor 
cycle, if the vehicle or its load or both exceed 1.5 m in width or if any 
part of the load extends more than 1 m ahead of the front wheel or 
more than 1 m behind the rear wheel of the vehicle or more than 200 
mm beyond the side of the vehicle: 

Provided that in the case of a trailer the load may extend forward to 
the towing vehicle and no further than 1 m behind the rear of the trailer. 

(10) No person shall operate any combination of vehicles if the 
greatest forward length of any vehicle in the combination-

(a) Exceeds 7.4 m; or 
(b) Exceeds 6.8 m if the combination includes another vehicle with 

a forward length exceeding 4.7 m; or 
(c) Exceeds 6.2 m if the combination includes another vehicle with 

a forward length exceeding 5.5 m. 
(11) No person shall operate any combination of vehicles if the total 

length of the combination together with its load exceeds 19 m. 
(12) No person shall operate any combination of vehicles if the space 

between any 2 vehicles in the combination exceeds 4 m. For the purposes 
of this subclause, any towbar, rope, wire, or chain used to connect 2 
vehicles together shall be deemed not to be part of either vehicle: 

Provided that this subclause shall not apply to 2 vehicles which are 
designed or being used to support a common load. 

( 13) Except in the case of a vehicle first registered before the 1st 
day of January 1971, no person shall operate any vehicle or combination 
of vehicles if the vehicle or combination is not capable of completing 
a 360 degrees turn without projecting outside the circumference of a 
circle of 25 m diameter. 

(14) This regulation shall not apply to any vehicle authorised to 
operate in a road construction zone by a notice under regulation 12 of 
the Heavy Motor Vehicle Regulations 1974* while the vehicle is 

*S.R. 1974/218 
Amendment No. 1: S.R. 1974/309 
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operating within the zone and provided the vehicle or its load or both 
do not exceed 4.25 m in width or 19 m in length. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 55; S.R. 1973/316, reg. 8 (1) 

49. Special exemptions- (1) The Secretary or any person appointed 
by him for the purpose in the case of any vehicle, and the controlling 
authority in the case of a load or series of loads which cannot otherwise 
conveniently be transported, may give written permission for the opera
tion of any vehicle contrary to the provisions of regulation 48 hereof, 
and that permission shall be subject to such conditions as to route to 
be followed, time during which the vehicle may be so operated, or 
other conditions, as the Secretary or the controlling authority thinks 
fit to impose. 

(2) Permission in respect of loads may also be given under this regu
lation, subject to any such conditions as aforesaid, by the Secretary or 
any person appointed by him for the purpose, but no such permission 
shall be given in respect of any road if the controlling authority has 
notified the Secretary that it objects to permission being given in respect 
of that road. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 55; S.R. 1973/316, reg. 8 (1) 

50. Flag to indicate excess dimensions- ( 1) No person shall operate 
a motor vehicle under a permission given under regulation 49 hereof, 
or any motor vehicle the load of which projects more than 1 m back
ward from the body of the vehicle or more than 1 m forward from the 
body of the vehicle or more than 200 mm out from the side of the body 
of the vehicle, unless the projecting load or the excess dimensions of the 
vehicle are suitably indicated by means of a clean white flag or a red, 
orange, or yellow fluorescent flag. Such flags shall be at least 400 mm 
long and 300 mm wide. 

(2) For the purposes of this regulation any rear vision mirror or 
direction indicator shall be deemed not to form part of the vehicle. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything in subclause (1) of this regulation, the 
Secretary may-

(a) In writing, exempt any specified motor vehicle or any specified 
load from the requirements of subclause (1) of this regulation, 
and prescribe an alternative method of indicating the excess 
dimensions or the projecting load: 

(b) By notice in the Gazette, exempt any specified type of motor 
vehicle or any specified type of load from the requirements of 
subclause (1) 0f this regulation, and prescribe an alternative 
method of indicating the excess dimensions or the projecting 
load. 

(4) Where under subclause (3) of this regulation the Secretary 
exempts any specified motor vehicle or load or any type of motor vehicle 
or load from the requirements of subclause (1) of this regulation and 
prescrib.es ~n alternative method of indicating the excess dimensions or 
the proJectmg load, no person shall operate any motor vehicle pursuant 
to that exemption, unless the excess dimensions or the projecting load are 
mdicated by the method so prescribed. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 58; S.R. 1973/316, reg. 9 (1) 
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PART VI-PEDESTRIANS 

51. Keeping to footpath-Every pedestrian walking along a road where 
a realionably adequate footpath is available shall keep to the footpath. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 85 

52. Using crossings-Except as provided by regulation 53 hereof, no 
pedestrian shall cross a roadway otherwise than on a pedestrian crossing 
when such a crossing is reasonably available to him for that purpose 
within a distance of 20 m. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 87; S.R. 1975/195, reg.2 

53. Crossing roadway-Any person crossing a roadway elsewhere than 
on a pedestrian crossing shall, whenever possible, cross at right angles 
to the kerb or side of the roadway: 

Provided that this regulation shall not apply at an intersection con
trolled by traffic signals if the pedestrian is complying with a notice, 
sign, or marking maintained by the controlling authority and indicating 
that pedestrians mayor should cross otherwise than at right angles. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 90; S.R. 1958/115, reg. 19 

54. Entering crossings-No pedestrian shall suddenly enter a pedes
trian crossing when an approaching motor vehicle is so close to the 
pedestrian crossing that the driver of the vehicle is unable to give way to 
the pedestrian. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 87A; S.R. 1967/28, reg. 21 

55. Loitering on crossings or in roadway- (1) A pedestrian shall not 
remain on a pedestrian crossing longer than is necessary for the purpose 
of crossing the roadway with reasonable dispatch. 

(2) Subject to the preceding provisions of this Part of these regu
lations, a pedestrian shall at all times when practicable remain on the 
footpath if one is provided, or as near as practicable to the edge of the 
road if there is no footpath. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 88,89 

56. Compliance with traffic directions-Every pedestrian shall comply 
with any directions given by means of traffic-control signals or by any 
traffic officer or police officer for the purposes of safe and efficient regu
lation of traffic. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 91 

PART VII-EQUIPMENT 

57. Compliance with equipment requirements-No person shall 
operate any motor vehicle that is required to be equipped with any 
equipment specified in this Part of these regulations and in accordance 
with any provisions of this Part, unless the motor vehicle is so equipped. 

58. Headlamps (including all forward· facing driving lights)
( 1) Every motor vehicle (other than a power cycle or trailer) shall be 
equipped-
Con. Regs.-3c 
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(a) With 2 but not more than 2 headlamps attached thereto; or 
(b) With dual-headlamp systems comprising 4 headlamps in sets of 

2 each, one set located on each side of the vehicle, the head
lamps in each set being not more than 10 cm apart, and cor
responding lamps in each set being equidistant from the centre 
line of the vehicle at an equal height from the ground; or 

(c) In the case of a motor cycle, with at least 1 and not more than 2 
headlamps attached thereto. 

(2) Headlamps shall-
(a) Be of approximately equal light output; and 
(b) When lit, display lights substantially white or amber in colour; 

and 
(c) Except in the case of a motor cycle, be placed towards each side 

of the vehicle so that each directs a beam of light ahead of the 
vehicle; and 

(d) Display a beam or beams of light of sufficient power, when the 
lamps are in the dipped position, to enable substantial dark 
objects and the nature of the road surface at a distance of at 
least 50 m directly in front of the vehicle to be clearly visible 
during hours of darkness under normal driving conditions to a 
driver of normal vision; and 

(e) Be so focused and adjusted that under all conditions of use 
the centre line of the main beam of light from each lamp

(i) Does not rise above the plane which passes through the 
centre of the lamP and is parallel to the surface on which the 
vehicle is standing; and 

(ii) Is projected either parallel to the longitudinal centre 
line of the vehicle or leftward from that parallel position; and 

(f) Be either permanently dipped, or be capable of being dipped 
temporarily from the driving seat. 

(3) For the purposes of these regulations-
(a) HeadlIghts shall be deemed to be dipped when-

(i) The beam" from all headlamps assume the dipped posi
tion; or 

(ii) Where a dual-headlamp system is used, one lamp in 
each set is extinguished and the centre line of the beam of the 
remaining lamps is in the dipped position, either permanently 
or temporarily under the control of the driver; or 

(iii) Some other method or device for the elimination of 
glare is used, of a kind, make, or type approved by the Secre
tary: 

(b) The beam of a headlamp shall be deemed to be in the dipped 
position if it is so aimed that when the motor vehicle to which 
it is attached is on a horizontal surface (as near as may be) 
the centre-line of the beam of light from the headlamp des
cends at a rate of not less than 100 mm in 3 m (or the top 
of the high intensity zone, measured at 3 m from the head
lamp, lies not less than 50 mm below a horizontal plane 
passing through the centre line of the headlamp) under any 
loading condition to which the vehicle may be subject, and 
the beam is projected either parallel to the vehicle centre line, 
or to the left of the parallel position. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 35 (1),36 (1), (2); S.R. 1975/195, reg. 2 
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59. Forward-facing side lamps-( 1) Two forward-facing side lamps 
shall be fitted to the front end of-

(a) Every motor vehicle (other than a trailer) which exceeds 1.5 m 
in width and is first registered after the commencement of 
these regulations: 

(b) Every motor vehicle or trailer which exceeds 2 m in width or 
extends or with its load extends more than 1 m from the 
longitudinal centre-line of the vehicle. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in this regulation, every 
motor vehicle (including a trailer) which exceeds, or with its load 
exceeds, 2.5 m in width or extends, or with its load extends, on the 
right side more than 1.25 m from the longitudinal centre-line of the 
vehicle shall be equipped with a forward-facing side lamp fitted as 
near as is practicable to the extremity of the right side of the vehicle 
or its load (whichever extends the further to the right side), and in 
no case farther than 150 mm in from that extremitv: 

Provided that nothing in this subclause shall be deemed to affect the 
provisions of regulation 48 hereof concerning restrictions as to loading 
and dimensions. 

(3) Forward-facing side lamps required by this regulation shall
(a) Be fitted at a height from the ground not exceeding 1.5 m in the 

case of a vehicle first registered after the commencement of 
these regulations; and 

(b) When lit, display light substantially white or amber in colour 
and visible in clear weather, during hours of darkness, from a 
distance of 200 m, through an angle of at least 15 degrees 
above and below a horizontal plane passing through the lamp 
and through angles of at least 45 degrees inboard and 80 
degrees outboard of a vertical plane passing through the lamp, 
parallel to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle; and 

(c) Display light diffused by a frosted lens or by other approved 
means. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 40; S.R. 1964/85, reg. 9; S.R. 1975/195, 
reg. 2 

60. Rearward-facing side lamps-( 1) Rearward-facing side lamps shall 
be fitted to every motor vehicle as follows: 

(a) On every motor vehicle, at least 1 lamp: 
(b) On every motor vehicle first registered after the commencement 

of these regulations which exceeds 1.5 m in width, 2 lamps. 
(2) Rearward-facing side lamps required under this regulation shaIl
(a) In the case of vehicles first registered after the commencement 

of these regulations be mounted not higher than 1.5 m from 
the ground; and 

(b) Either-
(i) Be attached to the rear of the vehicle at or to the right 

of the longitudinal centre-line; or 
(ii) Where there are 2 such lamps, each shall be fitted at 

the rear of the vehicle, equidistant or approximately equidi
stant from the longitudinal centre-line, towards the sides, to 
give a reasonable indication of the width of the vehicle; and 

(c) When lit, display a red light, clearly visible in clear weather, 
during hours of darkness, at a distance of 200 m, through an 
angle of at least 15 degrees above and below a horizontal plane 

Con. Regs.-3c* 
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passing through the lamp and through angles of at least 45 
degrees inboard and 80 degrees outboard of a vertical plane 
passing through the lamp parallel to the longitudinal axis of 
the vehicle; and 

(d) Display light diffused by a frosted lens or by other approved means. 
Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 37 (1); S.R. 1975/195, reg. 2 

61. Stop lamps- ( 1) Stop lamps shall be fitted as follows: 
(a) After the commencement of these regulations, to every motor 

vehicle the construction, loading, or intended loading of which 
obscures signals given by means of the driver's arm, at least 
1 stop lamp: 

(b) To every motor vehicle (other than a power cycle) first registered 
after the commencement of these regulations, 2 stop lamps, 
or, in the case of a motor cycle, at least 1 stop lamp: 

Provided that this paragraph shall not apply to any trailer 
the construction, loading, or intended loading of which does 
not obscure the view of a following driver of the stop-lamp 
signals given by the vehicle towing the trailer. 

(2) Stop lamps required under this regulation shall-
(a) Be mounted not higher than 1.5 m above the ground; and 
(b) Display a red light to the rear of the vehicle clearly visible in 

normal sunlight at a distance of 100 m through a vertical angle 
of at least 15 degrees above and 15 degrees below a horizontal 
plane passing through the lamp, and through a horizontal angle 
of at least 45 degrees to each side of a longitudinal vertical 
plane passing through the lamp; and 

(c) Display light diffused by a frosted lens or by other approved 
means. 

62. Registration-plate illumination lamp and rear reflectors- (1) The 
figures and letters of the rear registration plate on every motor vehicle 
shall be made clearly visible during hours of darkness under normal 
conditions at a distance of 20 m by a white light the beams of which 
are not visible from the rear. 

(2) Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with approved rear 
reflectors in accordance with this regulation placed at a height from 
the ground not exceeding 1.5 m at the rear of the vehicle so as to reflect 
back towards its source any light shining towards it from the rearward 
of the vehicle. 

(3) Every motor vehicle (other than a motor cycle or power cycle) 
shall display 2 or more approved red reflectors. The reflectors shall be 
fitted so that they are displayed one at the left side of the vehicle and 
the other at the right side of the vehicle. 

( 4) Every trailer equipped with a jinker pole which extends behind 
the rear lights of the trailer shall, in addition to the reflectors required 
to be displayed by subclause (3) of this regulation, be permanently 
equipped, at the rear extremity of that pole, with an approved red 
reflector. 

(5) Every heavy motor vehicle (being a goods-service vehicle) shall 
display 2 approved red reflectors, having a lens diameter of not less than 
65 mm and fitted so that they are displayed in a position within 150 mm 
of the rear extremity of the vehicle, and so that one of the reflectors 
is displayed within 150 mm of the extremity of the near side of the 
vehicle and the other reflector is displayed within 150 mm of the 
extremity of the off side of the vehicle: 
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Provided t~at, in .the case of a vehicle used principally in gravel pits 
or fo! spreadmg shmgle, gravel, or other similar material, it shall be 
sufficIent compliance with this subclause if the red reflectors are fitted 
and displayed as provided in this subclause only while the vehicle is used 
on a road during the hours of darkness. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 37 (2), 41; S.R. 1958/115, reg. 11; S.R. 
1975/195, reg. 2 

63.Direction-indicator lamps--(I) Every motor vehicle shaII be 
equipped with approved direction-indicator lamps, capable of signalling 
the intention of the driver to turn to the right or to the left. 

(2) Direction-indicator lamps required by sub clause (1) of this regu
lation shall-

(a) Be not less than 2 at the front (other than on a trailer) and not 
less than 2 at the rear of the vehicle at a height, in each case, 
from the ground not exceeding 1.5 m; and 

(b) When lit-
(i) In the case of forward-facing lamps, display lights 

substantially white or amber in colour: 
(ii) In the case of rearward-facing lamps, display lights sub

stantiaIIy red or amber in colour; and 
(c) When lit, be visible through an angle of at least 15 degrees above 

and 15 degrees below a horizontal plane passing through the 
lamp and through a horizontal angle of at least 45 degrees 
inboard and 80 degrees outboard of a vertical plane parallel 
to the longitudinal vehicle-axis, passing through the lamp. 

(3) Every heavy motor vehicle (not being a trailer) which exceeds 
9.2 m in length shall, in addition to complying with subclauses (1) and 
(2) of this regulation, be equipped in accordance with subclause (4) 
of this regulation with approved direction-indicator lamps capable of 
signalling the intention of the driver to turn to the right or to the left. 

(4) The direction-indicator lamps required by subclause (3) of this 
regulation shall-

(a) Be 1 or more on each side of the vehicle at or near the front of 
the vehicle at a height from the ground not exceeding 1.5 m; 
and 

(b) When lit, display to the rear so as not to be visible from the front 
lights substantially red or amb.er in colour visible to the side 
of the vehicle through an angle of 90 degrees above and 90 
degrees below a horizontal plane passing through the lamp 
and at least between an angle of 30 degrees rearward and an 
angle of 80 degrees rearward of a vertical plane passing 
through the lamp and at right angles to the longitudinal axis 
of the vehicle. 

(5) The direction-indicator lamps required by this regulation shall
(a) When lit, display lights visible in normal sunlight at a distance of 

at least 100 m and in clear weather during hours of darkness 
at a distance of at least 200 m; and 

(b) Be so connected that a f<l:ilure of 1 or m?re lamps on ~ither. ~ide 
is indicated to the drIver of the vehIcle by a deVIce VISIble 
from the driving position. 

(6) Subclauses (1) an~ (2) of this regulati?n shall not. apply to
(a) Any right-hand drIve heavy motor vehIcle first registered before 

the Ist day of June 1965, the construction, loading, or intended 
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loading of which does not prevent a satisfactory arm signal 
being seen by a following driver; or 

(b) Any tractor, trailer, or fork-lift vehicle the construction, loading, 
or intended loading of which does not prevent a satisfactory 
arm signal or direction-indicator lamp signal being seen by a 
following driver; or 

(c) Any motor cycle first registered before the commencement of these 
regulations; or 

(d) Any power cycle; or 
(e) Any other motor vehicle first registered before the 1st day of July 

1967. 
(7) Subclauses (3) and (4) of this regulation shall not apply to any 

motor vehicle first registered before the commencement of these regu
lations. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. SIn; S.R. 1967/28, reg. 18 
64. Additional lamps on heavy motor vehicles- ( 1) Every heavy 

motor vehicle, being a trailer having 2 or more axles or being an articu
lated vehicle which exceeds 9.2 m in length, shall be fitted on each side 
at a point approximately one-third of the length of the vehicle measured 
from its rear with a lamp-

(a) Displaying to the front so as not to be visible from the rear a 
light substantially white in colour visible through an angle 
of 90 degrees above and 90 degrees below a horizontal plane 
passing through the lamp and through an angle of 90 degrees 
forward of a vertical plane passing through the lamp at right 
angles to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle; and 

(b) Displaying to the rear so as not to be visible from the front a 
light substantially red or amber in colour visible through an 
angle of 90 degrees above and 90 degrees below a horizontal 
plane passing through the lamp and through an angle of 90 
degrees to the rear of a vertical plane passing through the 
lamp at right angles to the longitudinal axis of the vehicle. 

(2) Every motor vehicle having a manufacturer's gross weight rating 
of more than 11,300 kg, and every combination of motor vehicles which 
has a total length exceeding 9.2 m and the leading vehicle of which 
is a heavy motor vehicle, and every articulated vehicle which ex
ceeds 9.2 m in length and is a heavy motor vehicle shall be fitted on 
the cab roof (or, in the case of a combination of vehicles, on the cab 
roof of the leading vehicle) with 4 forward facing evenly spaced lamps 
which when lit display lights substantially amber in colour. 

(3) The lamps required by this regulation shall, when lit, be visible 
in normal sunlight at a distance of at least 100 m and in clear weather 
during hours of darkness at a distance of at least 200 m. 

(4) Nothing in this regulation shall apply with respect to any motor 
vehicle first registered before the commencement of these regulations. 

65. Auxiliary lamps-A motor vehicle (other than a power cycle 
or trailer) may be equipped with the following auxiliary lamps: 

(a) Auxiliary Headlamps: Not more than 2, or in the case of a motor 
cycle not more than 1, mounted in a permanently-dipped 
position, and electrically connected so that they cannot be used 
while driving beams are in use. Where one only is fitted, it 
shall be towards the right side of the vehicle and shall be 
electrically connected so that when lit the side lights or 
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both dipped headlights are simultaneously lit. When li~, an 
auxiliary head lamp shall display a light substantially whIte or 
amber in colour: 

(b) Spotlamp: Not mO'l'e than 1 spodamp providing a spotlight which 
has a moveable beam. A spotlamp may be used only for the 
purposes or occasions for which the lights from the headlamps 
are not suitable, and must then be used in a reasonable manner 
so as not to interfere with the vision of other users of the road 
and so as not to cause annoyance to any person. When lit, a 
spotlamp shall display a light substantially white or amber 
in colour: 

(c) Reversing Lamps: A motor vehicle may be equipped with not 
more than 2 lamps at the rear for use while reversing the motor 
vehicle: 
Provided that-

(i) Should the reversing lamps display a white light to 
the rear, they must be so controlled that their light can be 
displayed only while reverse gear is engaged or while the 
beams of light from both headlamps are not displayed; and 

(ii) They must be fixed permanently in a dipped position 
as described in regulation 58 hereof; and 

(iii) Notwithstanding anything in this sub clause, rear-mounted 
direction-indicator lamps electrically connected so that they 
both function as backing lamps while the vehicle to which they 
are fitted is reversing may be so connected and used. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 38 

66. Warning devices for disabled or stopped vehicIes-( 1) Notwith
standing anything to the contrary in these regulations, a motor vehicle 
which is fitted with approved direction-indicator lamps consisting of 
4 flashing lights, 2 of which are located at the front of the vehicle and 
2 at the rear of the vehicle, may be fitted with a switch for the purpose 
of causing all 4 of those lights to flash simultaneously in order to indicate 
that a vehicle has been immobilised by a mishap or is stationary at the 
site of a temporary hazard to traffic. 

(2) All 4 of the lights specified in sub clause (1) of this regulation may 
be operated only for the purpose of indicating that-

(a) A vehicle has been immobilised by a mishap or is stationary at 
the site of a temporary hazard to traffic; or 

(b) A goods-service vehicle has stopped with a vehicle between it and 
the nearest edge of the roadway in such circumstances that 
regulation 36 (2) (b) hereof applies, provided the vehicle is 
not left unattended for more than 5 minutes. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 40A (1), (2); S.R. 1964/85, reg. 10 (1) 

67. Special provisions as to lights on specialist vehicles-(I) A motor 
vehicle equipped for attendance at fires and approved by a fire authority 
may be fitted with-

(a) Two flashing red lights at the front of and shining directly ahead 
of the vehicle: 

(b) One or more flashing or revolving red lights on top of the vehicle 
and visible in all directions-

for use while on urgent fire-brigade service. 
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(2) A motor vehicle equipped for ambulance duty and approved by 
the Ambulance Transport Advisory Board may be fitted with one or 
more flashing or revolving red lights for use while on urgent ambulance 
service. 

(3) A motor vehicle while used for official purposes by a traffic officer 
or police officer may be fitted with one or more flashing or revolving 
red or amber lights. 

( 4) A motor vehicle used by a registered medical practitioner may 
be equipped with one flashing or revolving green lamp on the top of 
the vehicle and visible from the front or from all directions for use 
while on urgent medical service only. 

(5) A breakdown vehicle may be fitted with not more than 2 flashing 
or revolving yellow or amber lights on top of the vehicle and visible in 
all directions for use on a road only at a place where a disabled vehicle 
has met with mishap, or at a place from which a vehicle is being re
moved at the direction of a police officer or traffic officer. 

(6) Automobile association patrol vehicles, vehicles used primarily for 
road maintenance, construction, cleaning, repair, or marking, or for the 
servicing of underground or overhead services, may be fitted with one 
flashing or revolving yellow or amber light on top of the vehicle and 
visible in all directions, provided the vehicle is painted a conspicuous 
colour and the light is used 'Only while the vehicle is stationary and 
unable to avoid creating a traffic hazard or is moving slowly in the 
performance of its duties. 

(7) Unless traffic is under the control of a police officer or traffic 
officer, adequate warning signs shall be erected as soon as practicable 
in advance of any hazard indicated by flashing or revolving yellow or 
amber lights authorised under subclause (5) or subclause (6) of this 
regulation. 

(8) The Secretary may, by notice published in the Gazette, approve 
or require the fitting and use of one or more flashing or revolving lights 
of a specified colour to any specified motor vehicle or class of motor 
vehicles or motor vehicles being driven by specified classes of persons, 
~ubject to such conditions as may be prescribed by the Secretary. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 39; S.R. 1967/28, reg. 13 (1); S.R. 1972/252, 
reg. 11 

68. Brakes- (1) Every motor vehicle shall be equipped with 2 
independent brakes, one being a service brake and the other being a 
parking brake, or, in the case of a motor cycle first registered after 
the commencement of these regulations, with 2 service brakes operating 
on different wheels. Each brake shall comply with the requirements 
of this regulation so far as is applicable. 

(2) No person shall operate a motor vehicle unless with its load 
(including any trailer and load which may be attached), upon a hard, 
dry, level roadway free of loose material, and without assistance from 
the compression of the engine,-

(a) The service brake is capable of bringing the vehicle to a stand
still within a distance of 7 m from a speed of 30 kilometres an 
hour: 

Provided that, in the case of a motor cycle designed with a 
service brake acting on the rear wheel only, or of any other 
vehicle registered before the commencement of these regula
tions designed with a service brake acting on fewer than 4 
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wheels of the vehicle, the service brake shall be capable of 
bringing the vehicle to a standstill within a distance of 9 m 
from a speed of 30 kilometres an hour: 

(b) The parking brake is capable of bringing the vehicle to.a stand
still within a distance of 18 m from a speed of 30 kilometres 
an hour or is capable of holding the vehicle at rest on a grade 
of 1 in 5. 

(3) Subclauses (1) and (2) of this regulation shall not apply to a 
vehicle propelled by steam power, or a vehicle fitted with self-laying 
tracks, or a power cycle, or, except where the trailer forms part of a 
vehicle combination to which those subclauses apply, to any trailer with 
a design laden weight of less than 2,000 kg. 

(4) It shall be sufficient compliance with subclauses (1) and (2) of 
this regulation in the case of any motor cycle first registered before the 
commencement of these regulations and originally equipped with only 
1 service brake if that brake meets the requirements of sub clause (2) 
( a ) of this regula tion. 

(5) The measurements computed from a brake test made with an 
instrument of a make and type approved for the purpose by the 
Secretary by notice in the Gazette shall be accepted as prima facie 
evidence of those measurements for the purposes of these regulations. 

(6) No person shall operate a motor vehicle towing a trailer (not 
being a trailer that is designed principally or exclusively as part of the 
armament of any of Her Majesty's Forces) the weight of which with 
its load exceeds 2,000 kg, unless the trailer is equipped with service 
brakes, readily applicable by the driver from his normal driving position, 
and complying with the requirements for a service brake prescribed in 
subclause (2) of this regulation. 

(7) Every trailer (other than a trailer forming part of an articulated 
vehicle) the weight of which with its load exceeds 2,000 kg, shall be 
equipped with a parking brake which when applied on the loaded 
trailer alone is capable of meeting the requirements for a parking, 
brake prescribed in subclause (2) of this regulation. 

(8) Every motor vehicle propelled by steam power or fitted with self
laying tracks shall be equipped with a brake or brakes adequate to 
control its movements and to stop and hold the vehicle under an 
conditions of use. 

(9) Every brake referred to in this regulation which simultaneously 
applies the braking pressure on 2 wheels or drums with a common axis 
shall be so adjusted or fitted that the braking effect is approximately 
the same on each road wheel. 

(10) Every brake referred to in this regulation shall be capable of 
easy adjustment, and shall be maintained so that at all times it is 
efficient and in good working order. 

(11) In every motor vehicle utilising compressed air or a vacuum 
in its braking system, the hose or other flexible tubing forming part 
of the compressed air or vacuum brake lines shall be of a make 
or kind approved by the Secretary for the purpose to which it is. 
applied. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 42; S.R. 1957/252, reg. 2; S.R. 1964/208, 
reg. 6; S.R. 1967/28, reg. 14 (1); S.R. 1975/195, reg. 2 
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69. Warning devices- ( 1) No person shall operate a motor vehicle 
(other than a trailer) unless it is equipped with a warning device in 
good working order capable of giving a warning, audible under normal 
conditions from a distance of not less than 100 m. 

(2) Save as provided in the succeeding subc1auses of this regulation, 
no person shall operate a motor vehicle if it is equipped with a bell, 
siren, or whistle. 

(3) Every motor vehicle equipped for attendance at fires and approved 
by a fire authority, every motor vehicle equipped for ambulance duty 
and approved by the Ambulance Transport Advisory Board, and every 
motor vehicle used for official purposes by a traffic officer or police 
officer may, in addition to the warning device referred to in subclause 
(1) of this regulation, be fitted with a siren of an approved type for 
use only on urgent occasions. 

(4) Every motorcar for use by a fire authority for attendance at fires 
may, in addition to the warning device referred to in subc1ause (1) 
of this regulation, be fitted with a siren of an approved type for use 
only on urgent occasions: 

Provided that at all times while the siren is being used the driver 
shall display an approved identification sign. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 43; S.R. 1973/316, reg. 7; S.R. 1975/195, 
reg. 2 

70. Steering- (1) Save as provided in subclause (2) of this regulation, 
and except in the case of a motor vehicle purchased from the Crown by 
the owner or any former owner, no person shall operate any motor 
vehicle having the steering column to the left of the longitudinal centre
line of the body of the vehicle. 

(2) So long as the motor vehicle is fitted with an approved direction
indicator and stop~indicator, the following vehicles are hereby exempted 
from the provisions of subclause (1) of this regulation: 

(a) Any vehicle first registered before the 1st day of April 1928: 
(b) Any vehicle exempted in writing by the Secretary, for the period 

of that exemption: 
(c) Any vehicle imported into New Zealand for his own use by a 

person arriving in New Zealand from another country, so long 
as the vehicle is not used in connection with a transport service. 

(3) Every person who operates a motor vehicle in respect of which an 
exemption has been granted under sub clause (2) (b) of this regulation 
shall carry it on the vehicle and produce it to a traffic officer or police 
officer on demand. 

(4) No person shall operate a motor vehicle unless the steering gear 
and associated mechanism are in a safe and efficient working condition. 

(5) For the purposes of subclause (4) of this regulation, the expression 
"steering gear and associated mechanism" includes steering gear, link
ages, couplings, wheels, bearings, and attachments of the steering axles 
to the chassis of trailers. 

ct S.R. 1956/217, reg. 44; S.R. 1964/85, reg. 12 

71. Tyres-( 1) No person shall on any road use on any motor vehicle 
a pneumatic tyre that has worn or damaged cords apparent by external 
examination. 

(2) No person shall on any road use on any motor vehicle a pneumatic 
tyre having a tread pattern (excluding any tie-bar or tread-depth indi
cator strip) of less than-
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(a) 3 mm in depth, in the case of any passenger-service vehicle the 
unladen weight of which exceeds 2,000 kg: . 

(b) 1.5 mm in depth, in the case of any other motor vehlcle
across at least three-quarters of the breadth of the tread and around the 
entire circumference of the tyre. Nothing in this subclause shall app~y 
with respect to any motor vehicle which is not capable of a speed ID 

excess of 30 kilometres an hour, nor to any trailer drawn by such a 
vehicle, nOr to any trailer which has a gross weight less than 1,000 kg, 
nor to any power cycle, nor to any tyre on a twin wheel fitted to a vehicle 
that is not principally designed for the carriage of passengers unless both 
the tyres fitted to that twin wheel have a tread pattern less than that 
specified as aforesaid. 

(3) No person shall on any road use on any motor cycle fitted with 
a motor the total piston displacement of which does not exceed 60 cm" 
or on any power cycle a pneumatic tyre the tread pattern of which is 
not clearly visible across at least three-quarters of the breadth of the 
tread and around the entire circumference of the tyre. 

( 4) N otwi thstanding anything in the foregoing provisions of this regu
lation, the use of a tyre in breach of those provisions shall not be an 
offence if, before the occasion on which the tyre was so used,-

(a) The owner of the motor vehicle had taken all reasonable steps 
to obtain a new or retreaded or recapped tyre to replace the
tyre that did not comply with the requirements of the relevant 
subclause but such a tyre was not obtainable; and 

(b) The owner had placed with a supplier an order for such a tyre, 
which order was still in force. 

(5) No person shall on any road use on any motor vehicle, or sell for 
such use, a pneumatic tyre which has had its designed tread-depth 
increased by the process of regrooving subsequent to manufacture. 

(6) Subclause (5) of this regulation shall not apply to tyres used by 
heavy motor vehicles at speeds below 50 kilometres an hour and specially 
designed and constructed for the process of regrooving subsequent to 
manufacture. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 44A; S.R. 1969/54, reg. 8 (1); S.R. 
1969/115, reg, 2 (1); S.R. 1975/195, reg. 6 

72. Speedometer-( 1) No person shall operate a motor vehicle (other 
than a trailer or a power cycle) capable of a speed in excess of 50 kilo
metres an hour, unless it is fitted with an efficient speedometer in work
ing order and operating at all times while the vehicle is moving in a 
forward direction: 

Provided that a Court before which any person is charged with an 
offence against this regulation shall dismiss the charge if it is satisfied 
that the failure to comply with this regulation was caused only by

(a) The speedometer or any part of its associated equipment having 
been removed for repair purposes and that there has been no 
undue delay by the defendant in having it replaced; or 

(b) The speedometer or any part of its associated equipment being 
out of repair and that its repair is impracticable and a suitable 
replacement is not obtainable. 

(2) This regulation shall not apply to motor vehicles first registered 
before the 1st day of December 1951. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 45; S.R. 1960/135, reg. 10 (1); S.R. 
1975/195, reg. 2 
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73. Windscreens and other gblzing-( 1) No person shall operate any 
motor vehicle (other than a motor cycle or power cycle) fitted with a 
windscreen unless it is fitted with an efficient mechanically operated 
windscreen wiper to prevent interference with the driver's vision by 
weather conditions. 

(2) No person shall operate any heavy goods-service vehicle fitted with 
a windscreen exceeding 1.2 m in width, unless it is fitted with 2 efficient 
mechanically operated windscreen wipers to prevent interference with 
the driver's vision by weather conditions. 

(3) No person shall drive a motor vehicle fitted with a windscreen 
forward of the driver, unless the windscreen is at all times kept clean 
and clear so that the driver's view forward will not be impeded or 
obstructed. 

(4) No person shall operate a motor vehicle first registered in New 
Zealand on or after the Ist day of December 1939 and fitted with a 
windscreen, unless the windscreen is made of approved safety glass. In 
the case of any motor vehicle (whenever registered), if the windscreen 
is replaced the new windscreen shall be made of approved safety glass: 

Provided that a motor cycle or power cycle may be fitted with a 
windscreen made of transparent material (other than glass) of a type 
that does not shatter. 

(5) Subject, in relation to a windscreen, to subclause (4) of this regu
lation, no person shall operate a motor vehicle first registered in New 
Zealand after the commencement of these regulations, unless all the 
glazing thereon is of approved safety glass. In the case of any motor 
vehicle (whenever registered), if any glazing thereon is replaced after 
that date, the new glazing shall be made of approved safety glass. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 46; S.R. 1967/28, reg. 15 (1); S.R. 
1975/195, reg. 2 

74. Rear-vision mirror- ( 1) No person shall operate any motor vehicle 
(other than a power cycle or trailer) unless it is fitted with a mirror so 
as to reflect to the driver a view of the roadway to the rear sufficient for 
driving requirements: 

Provided that this subclause shall not apply until the 1st day of 
April 1977 to any motor cycle first registered before the commence
ment of these regulations. 

(2) No person shall operate a heavy motor vehicle (being a goods
service vehicle or passenger-service vehicle), unless it is fitted on the left 
side, or, in the case of a vehicle with its steering column to the left side 
of the longitudinal centre-line of the body of the vehicle, on the right side, 
with an external mirror so located as to reflect to the driver a view of 
the roadway to the rear to as great a degree as is reasonably practicable 
from a mirror so located on the vehicle concerned. The mirror so fitted 
shall be in addition to the mirror required to be fitted under subclause 
(1) of this regulation. 

Cr. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 47; S.R. 1969/54, reg. 9 (1) 

75. Sun visor-Unless the motor vehicle is so constructed that it is 
not reasonably practicable that it be so fitted, no person shall operate 
a motor vehicle unless it is fitted with an efficient sun visor for the use 
of the driver. 

76. Mudguards-( 1) No person shall operate a motor vehicle unless, 
if it is reasonable and practicable to do so, it is fitted with a mudguard 
over each road wheel: 
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Provided that in the case of any vehicle designed for industrial pur
poses (not being a straddle truck or fork-lift truck) the construction of 
which makes it impracticable to fit full mudguards, such mudguard 
protection as it is practicably possible to fit shall be fitted. 

(2) On every motor vehicle to which this regulation applies, which 
is fitted with twin tyres on the wheels of the rear axle, the mudguards 
over those wheels shall meet the following requirement in addition to 
the requirement specified in subclause (1), namely: 

The vertical height of the lowest point of the rear of the mudguard 
or of any flap attached thereto, measured from the plane upon which 
the wheel rests with the vehicle in an unladen condition, shall be not 
more than one-third of the horizontal distance measured from the wheel 
centre to that point. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything in subclauses (1) and (2) of this regu
lation, vehicles not required to be fitted with mudguards before the 
commencement of these regulations shall comply with the provisions 
of subclauses (1) and (2) of this regulation on and after the 1st day 
of April 1977. 

(4) Subclauses (1) to (3) of this regulation shall not apply to
(a) Any vehicle in an unfinished condition used under the authority 

of trade plates issued pursuant to section 22 of the Act: 
(b) Any vehicle incapable of a speed in excess of 30 kilometres an 

hour and any trailer being towed by such a vehicle: 
(c) Any straddle truck or fork-lift truck: 
(d) To the extent of the exemption, any vehicle for the time being 

exempted in writing from all or part of the requirements of this 
regulation by the Secretary or by a Chief Traffic Officer or 
Senior Traffic Officer or a Chief Vehicle Inspector or Senior 
Vehicle Inspector, subject to such conditions as are imposed by 
the person granting the exemption. The exemption shall at all 
times be carried on the vehicle: 

( e) Any trailer towed by a vehicle exempt under paragraph (d) of this 
subclause and complying with the conditions of that exemption. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 51A, 51AA; S.R. 1962/86, reg. 15 (1); S.R. 
1967 i28, reg. 17 

77. Dangerous fittings-No person shall operate a motor vehicle fitted 
with any ornament, decoration, or fitting of such nature and in such a 
position that it is likely to cause injury to any person with whom the 
vehicle may collide. 

CL S.R. 1956/217, reg. 51 

78. Seat belts and footrests-- (1) No person shall operate any motor
car or any goods.-service vehicle with a tare weight of less than 2,000 kg 
(being a motorcar or goods-service vehicle first registered on or after the 
1st day of January 1955, or a motorcar or goods-service vehicle operated 
pursuant to section 22 (5) of the Act), unless it is fitted with a three
point lap and diagonal seat belt of an approved type or a harness of an 
approved type for the use of the driver and, in the case of a vehicle pro
viding seating accommodation for 1 or more passengers alongside the 
driver, at least 1 other three-point lap and diagonal seat belt of an 
approved type or harness of an approved type for the use of a passenger 
occupying the front seat in that vehicle: 
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Provided that where a motor vehicle first registered on or after the 
1st day of January 1955 was on the 1st day of January 1975 fitted and 
remains fitted with a type of seat belt previously approved by the 
Secretary for the use of the driver and, in the case of a motor vehicle 
providing seating accommodation for 1 or more passengers alongside 
the driver, at least 1 other seat belt of a type previously approved by 
the Secretary for the use of a passenger occu,pying a front seat in that 
vehicle, it shall not be necessary to fit three-point lap and diagonal 
belts of an approved type or harnesses of an approved type until that 
seat belt is replaced: 

Provided also that where the fitting of three-point lap and diagonal 
belts or harnesses is not practicable, the Secretary may approve alter
native types of seat belts for particular vehicles or classes of vehicles. 

(2) It shall be a defence in any proceedings for a breach of subcIause 
(1) of this regulation if the defendant proves that-

(a) Reasonable steps had been taken to obtain an approved type of 
seat belt or harness but without success; and an order for such a 
seat belt or harness had been placed with a supplier and was 
still in force; or 

(b) The seat belt or harness had been removed for repair by a seat belt 
or harness manufacturer or his agent; and the owner has placed 
an order for such repair which is still in force, and produces 
a duplicate thereof dated not more than 2 months previously. 

(3) The Secretary may from time to time by notice in the Gazette 
exempt specified vehicles or classes of veiliicles from the requirements of 
subclause (1) of this regulation. 

(4) Every motor cycle shall be provided with adequate footrests for 
the rider, and for the passenger where provision is made for pillion 
riding. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 51B; S.R. 1974/273, reg. 2 (1) 

79. Television in motor vehicles-No person shall operate a motor 
vehicle which is equipped with or in which is carried any television set 
so placed that-

(a) The screen or any part of the screen is directly or indirectly visible 
to the driver from his driving position; or 

(b) The screen or any part of the screen is likely to distract the atten
tion of the driver of any motor vehicle; or 

(c) The controls, other than the sound-volume control and the main 
switch, are within the driver's reach from his driving position. 

CL S.R. 1956/217, reg. 51c; S.R. 1964/208, reg. 7 (1) 

80. Unsafe vehicles-No person shall operate a motor vehicle which 
is so affected by corrosion or weakening of its structure (being corrosion 
or weakening that is apparent by visual examination) that the vehicle 
is unsafe to operate. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 51E; S.R. 1969/54, reg. 10 

81. Exhaust system and silencer-No person shall operate any motor 
vehicle having an internal combustion engine, unless it is equipped with 
an exhaust system and ~ silenc~r which are effective and in good working 
order, and unless the SIlencer IS so constructed or adapted that it is im
~ossible to interfere readily with its operation or effectiveness at any 
tIme. 

C£. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 51F; S.R. 1972/252, reg. 13 
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82. Means of entrance and exit- ( 1) No person shall operate any 
motor vehicle, unless it affords a ready means of entrance and exit for 
the passengers and driver thereof. 

(2) No person shall operate any motor vehicle having any door used 
for entrance or exit of the passengers or the driver, unless every such 
door is fitted with an efficient permanent device for opening and closing 
the door, capable of being operated from both the outside and the inside 
of the vehicle, and readily available at all times for use by the driver 
and by the passengers within the vehicle: 

Provided that this subclause shall be deemed not to prohibit the use 
of any safety device installed during the manufacture of a motor vehicle 
to prevent the door from being opened from the inside of the motor 
vehicle. 

CL S.R. 1956/217, reg. 50; S.R. 1964/85, reg. 13 

83. Couplings-Except in the case of a trailer forming part of an 
articulated vehicle, no person shall operate any motor vehicle which is 
being used to tow a trailer or trailers unless-

(a) Every trailer with a gross weight not exceeding 2000 kg is safely 
and securely attached to the vehicle in front of it by an 
adequate coupling and also by a securely attached chain or 
cable coupling, each being in itself of sufficient strength to 
hold the trailer secure under all conditions of road use: 

(b) Every trailer with a gross weight exceeding 2000 kg is safely and 
securely attached to the vehicle in front of it by an adequate 
coupling and is fitted with brakes in efficient working order 
which under all conditions of use will immediately and auto
matically operate to stop and hold the trailer on its becoming 
disconnected from the vehicle to which it is attached: 

Provided that nothing in paragraph (a) of this regulation requiring 
a trailer to be attached to the towing vehicle by an additional chain or 
cable coupling shall apply with respect to any trailer that is designed 
principally or exclusively as part of the armament of any of Her 
Majesty's Forces, or as a trailer pump for fire-fighting purposes. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 60; S.R. 1957/252, reg. 3; S.R. 1958/115, 
reg. 15 

84. Issue of warrants and certificates of fitness-( 1) A warrant of fit
ness shall be issued only by an approved testing authority, which shall 
be-

(a) A City Council, or Borough Council, or County Council, or 
District Council; or 

(b) A person or firm appointed or approved for the purpose by the 
Minister, which appointment or approval shall be notified in 
such manner as the Minister directs. Every appointment or 
approval of a person or a firm may be revoked at any time by 
the Minister, and the revocation shall be notified in such 
manner as the Minister directs. 

(2) A certificate of fitness or permit shall be issued only by a person 
specified in section 143 (1) of the Act. 

(3) The expiry date to be entered on the warrant of fitness by the 
approved testing authority shall be the date 6 months from the date of 
the examination, plus up to 14 days of the unexpired portion of any 
warrant of fitness still current. 
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(4) With the prior consent of the Secretary or any person authorised 
by him for the purpose, a warrant of fitness or a certificate of fitness 
or permit may be issued for a vehicle not equipped with lamps as re
quired by regulations 58 to 62 and 64 hereof, if the warrant or certificate 
or permit is expressed to be subject to both of the following conditions
namely, first, that no headlamps shall be fitted to the vehicle, and, 
second, that the vehicle shall not be operated during the hours of dark
ness. The existence of such a warrant shall excuse non-compliance with 
any of the requirements of regulations 58 to 62 and 64 hereof, but no 
person shall, if the only warrant of fitness or certificate of fitness or 
permit carried in a motor vehicle is one containing the conditions herein 
specified, operate that vehicle in breach of either of those conditions: 

Provided that a warrant of fitness or certificate of fitness or permit 
may be issued in respect of a motor vehicle notwithstanding that it 
does not comply with the requirements of regulation 71 (2) hereof, if-

(a) The approved testing authority is satisfied that the owner of the 
motor vehicle has placed with a supplier an order, whi~h is 
then in force, for a new or retreaded or recapped tyre to replace 
the tyre that does not comply with the relevant requirements of 
regulation 71 hereof but such a tyre is not then obtainable; and 

(b) The owner supplies to the approved testing authority an under
taking in writing that such a tyre will be fitted to the motor 
vehicle as soon as it is secured. 

(5) Except as provided in subc1ause (4) of this regulation, no ap
proved testing authority shall issue a warrant of fitness or a certificate 
of fitness or permit in respect of any vehicle requiring to be equipped by 
any of the relevant provisions of regulations 58 to 64, 68 to 75, 78 (4), 
and 82 hereof which is not so equipped, or if, having regard to the 
condition of the vehicle or of any of its equipment or to the absence 
of any equipment, the operation or use of the vehicle would be a breach 
of any of those regulations. 

(6) Any approved testing authority may withhold the issue of a war
rant of fitness or certificate of fitness or permit in respect of any vehicle 
if in its opinion any of the requirements of thi~ Part of these regulations 
are not complied with. 

(7) An applicant for a warrant of fitness shall pay to the approved 
testing authority a fee of not more than $1.50 in the case of a warrant 
in re~pect of a motor cycle or trailer and a fee of not more than $2.50 in 
the case of a warrant in respect of any other kind of motor vehicle. If 
as a result of that inspection a warrant of fitness is not issued, no 
additional fee may be charged in either case for subsequent applications 
for the purposes of the same warrant if those applications are made 
within 28 days after making the first application for inspection for the 
issue of the warrant. 

(8) A record of all warrants of fitness issued in the preceding 6 months 
shall be maintained by every approved testing authority and made avail
able for inspection by any police officer or traffic officer. 

(9) On application by any person to whom a warrant of fitness has 
been issued and on proof to the satisfaction of the approved testing 
authority that the warrant has been lost or destroyed, the approved 
testing authority which issued the warrant shall at any time during the 
currency of the warrant issue to the applicant a duplicate warrant of 
fitness free of charge. Every such duplicate shall for the purposes of 
these regulations have the same effect as the original. 
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( 10) Every person or firm (other than a department of State or an 
officer of the Crown) desiring to be appointed as an approved testing 
authority shall make application to the Minister in that behalf, and 
shall forward with his or its application a fee of $20. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 52 (3)-(10); S.R. 1971/117, reg. 3 (1); 
S.R. 1972/252, reg. 14 (1); S.R. 1976/153, reg. 2 (1) 

85. Warrants or certificates of fitness to be displayed and vehicle 
standard maintained-( 1) No person shall operate a motor vehicle other 
than a power cycle, unless there is carried on the vehicle a current 
warrant of fitness as described in subclause (2) of this regulation or a 
current certificate of fitness or permit issued in respect of that vehicle. 

(2) Every warrant of fitness or certificate of fitness shall be in 2 parts 
as described in the Second Schedule hereto, and the owner of the motor 
vehicle for which the warrant or certificate is issued shall keep the por~ 
tion of the warrant or certificate issued to him affixed to the vehicle with 
the month of expiry facing outwards so that it is clearly legible, in the 
following manner: 

(a) In the case of a vehicle fitted with a windscreen, every warrant 
or certificate shall be affixed to the right side of the inner 
side of the windscreen so as not to be readily detachable there
from: 

(b) In the case of a vehicle not fitted with a windscreen, the warrant 
or certificate shall be affixed to the inside of a piece of a clear 
glass or other transparent material fitted to an approved water
proof holder, which shall be attached to the vehicle-

(i) In the case of a motor cycle, in such a position that it is 
readily visible: 

(ii) In the case of a trailer, on the back of the vehicle and in 
a position near the registration plate or on the right side of 
the vehicle near the rear: 

(iii) In the case of a tractor or other motor vehicle, in a 
conspicuous position on the front of the vehicle and as near as 
convenient to the top thereof. 

(3) No person shall operate a motor vehicle which displays more 
than one warrant of fitness or certificate of fitness. 

(4) When issuing a new warrant or certificate of fitness for a motor 
vehicle, the issuing authority may remove or require the removal of any 
warrant or certificate of fitness already displayed on the motor vehicle. 

(5) No person shall operate a motor vehicle in respect of which a 
warrant or certificate of fitness or permit is in force if the vehicle 
is not so equipped or in such a condition as to justify the issue for it of 
a warrant of fitness or certificate of fitness or permit: 

Provided that it shall be a defence in any proceedings for a breach of 
this subclause if the defendant proves that the motor vehicle was being 
operated solely for the purpose of obtaining a new warrant of fitness or 
certificate of fitness or permit, or that he did not know and had no 
reasonable cause to suspect that the motor vehicle was no longer so 
equipped or in such a condition as to justify the issue for it of a warrant 
of fitness or, as the case may be, a certificate of fitness or permit. 

(6) The Minister may, by notice in the GazeUe, exempt from the 
provisions of sub clause (1) of this regulation any motor vehicle while 
used on such island or islands as are specified in the notice. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 52 (1), (2), (14), 52A; S.R. 1971/117, reg. 
3 (1); S.R. 1972/252, regs. 14 (2), 15 
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86. Current certificate or warrant of fitness to be delivered to pur
chaser on sale of motor vehicle- ( 1) Except as provided in subclause (2) 
of this regulation, any person who sells a motor vehicle shall deliver to 
the purchaser at the time of delivery of the vehicle a certificate of fitness 
or permit current at the date of delivery, or, as the case may require, a 
warrant of fitness issued with respect to the vehicle, and having an expiry 
date at least 5 months after the date of delivery. 

(2) Sub clause (1) of this regulation shall not apply to-
(a) Any motor vehicle in respect of which by reason of its class or 

description neither a certificate of fitness nor a permit nor a 
warrant of fitness is required by law at the time of the sale; or 

(b) Any motor vehicle in respect of which the purchaser supplies to 
the seller at the time of delivery of the vehicle a statement in 
writing, in a separate document containing only that statement, 
undertaking that, except for the purpose of removing the 
vehicle to the premises of the purchaser for the purpose of 
obtaining a certificate of fitness or permit or warrant of fitness, 
the purchaser will not use the vehicle on a road until he has 
obtained for the vehicle a certificate of fitness or permit or 
warrant of fitness issued after the date of delivery; or 

(c) Any heavy motor vehicle in respect of which a warrant of fitness 
is in force (whatever the date of its expiry) at the date of 
delivery. 

(3) Every purchaser who supplies to the seller a statement in writing 
specified in subclause (2) (b) of this regulation commits an offence if 
he uses the vehicle on the road in breach of his undertaking in that 
statement. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 53; S.R. 1970/157, reg. 4 

87. Inspection of motor vehicles after accidents- ( 1) Any traffic 
officer or police officer, if in his opinion any motor vehicle which has 
been damaged in an accident has thereby been rendered unsafe for 
use, may, by notice under section 68B (2A) of the Act, direct that the 
vehicle be not operated on any road until a fresh certificate of fitness or 
permit or, as the case may be, a fresh warrant of fitness or a letter 
from an approved testing authority advising that a fresh certificate or 
permit or warrant of fitness is not required has been produced to any 
traffic officer or police officer: 

Provided that the notice may be subject to a condition to the effect 
that the vehicle may continue to be used on the roads to reach an 
approved testing authority under limitations as to speed or route or 
otherwise. 

(2) It shall be an offence for any person to use a vehicle on a road 
contrary to the terms of any notice issued under subclause (1) of this 
regulation: 

Provided that no person shall be deemed to have committed a breach 
of subclause (1) of this regulation, unless the Court is satisfied that the 
traffic officer or police officer had reasonable grounds for believing that 
in all the circumstances of the case the direction was necessary in the 
interests of the driver or person in charge of the motor vehicle or of any 
other person or of the public. 

CL S.R. 1956/217, reg. 54 
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88. Approval of appliances, etc., by Secretary-(l) The Secretary may, 
by notice in the Gazette, approve of any appliance, apparatus, or device, 
or any type of appliance, apparatus, or device, for use under these 
regulations. 

(2) The use of an appliance, apparatus, or device so approved or of 
a type so approved shall, while it is properly maintained in efficient 
working order and the conditions (if any) of the approval are com
plied with, be deemed to be a sufficient compliance with these regu
lations. 

(3) Any approval given by the Secretary under this regulation may 
be at any time amended or withdrawn by the Secretary by notice 
in the Gazette. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 49; S.R. 1962/86, reg. 14 (1) 

89. Exemptions of certain motor vehicles- ( 1) Regulations 68 to 76, 
regulations 78, 81, and 82, and regulations 84 to 87 hereof (relating 
to motor-vehicle equipment and to motor-vehicle inspection) shall not 
apply to the following kinds of vehicle: 

(a) Traction engines: 
(b) Mechanically propelled rollers: 
(c) Cranes fitted with self-laying tracks and excavators so fitted: 
(d) Tractors and machines used solely in farm or roading operations, 

whether for traction or otherwise, and not capable of a speed 
in excess of 30 kilometres an hour, together with any trailers 
used on the road only while drawn by such tractors or machines: 

(e) Vehicles normally propelled by mechanical power while they are 
being temporarily towed without the use of their own power: 

(f) Trailers designed exclusively for agricultural purposes and not 
used on any road except when proceeding to or from a farm 
or from one part of a farm to another part of the same farm: 

(g) Invalid carriages: 
(h) Such other types of motor vehicles as may be exempted from time 

to time by Order in Council published in the Gazette. 
(2) In the case of a vehicle of any of the kinds referred to in subclause 

( 1) of this regulation it shall be sufficient compliance with regulations 58 
to 64 hereof if, during any period in the hours of darkness that the 
vehicle is in use on any road, it displays at least 3 lamps the light from 
which is visible for 100 m under normal atmospheric conditions. Two 
of those lamps shall be placed so as to display a white light to the 
front and sides of the vehicle, one at each ~ide of the vehicle, and the 
third shall be placed so as to display a red light to the rear of the 
vehicle. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 25; S.R. 1972/252, reg. 7 

90. Exemptions from equipment requirements- ( 1) The Secretary 
may from time to time, by notice in the Gazette, grant exemption in 
respect of any specified class of motor vehicle from any of the require
ments relating to equipment prescribed by this Part of these regulations, 
subject to such conditions as he thinks fit to impose. 

(2) The Secretary, or any person appointed by him for the purpose, 
or any controlling authority in respect of a vehicle operating only on 
roads under its control, may in special circumstances grant exemption 
in respect of any specified motor vehicle from any of the requirements 
relating to equipment prescribed by this Part of these regulations. 
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(3) Every exemption under subclause (2) of this regulation shall be 
subject to such conditions as to the route to be followed, time during 
which the vehicle may be operated, or other conditions as the Secretary 
or person so appointed by him or the controlling authority, as the case 
may be, thinks fit to impose. 

(4) Until the 1st day of August 1977, this Part of these regulations 
shall apply with respect to every motor cycle fitted with a motor the 
total piston displacement of which does not exceed 60 cm3 and first 
registered before the commencement of these regulations as if it were a 
power cycle. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 25A; S.R. 1960/27, reg. 2 (1) 

PART VIII-PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS 

91. Marking pedestrian crossings-( 1) A controlling authority may 
mark a pedestrian crossing across any roadway under its control that 
is subject to a speed limit of not more than 50 kilometres an hour: 

Provided that no con traIling authority shall mark a pedestrian cross
ing in an area controlled by traffic signals. 

(2) Subject to the written consent of the Minister, a controlling 
authority may mark a pedestrian crossing across any roadway under 
its control where the speed limit exceeds 50 kilometres an hour, pro
vided any additional warning devices or markings required by the 
Minister are provided and maintained in good condition. 

(3) Every pedestrian crossing shaH be marked with lines as follows: 
(a) The lines shall be marked in white on the road surface and in 

the arrangement described in diagram No. 1 in the Third 
Schedule to these regulations: 

Provided that where white does not contrast with the colour 
of the adjacent roadway, the lines shall be marked in a con
trasting colour: 

(b) The crossing marking may be interrupted by the middle line of 
the roadway, but this interruption shall not have the effect 
of dividing the crossing into 2 separate crossings: 

(c) The crossing marking shall be placed, as far as practicable, either 
at right angles to the middle line of the roadway or so that 
it provides the most convenient route. 

(4) Every crossing shall be so located that at a distance of 30 m from 
the crossing none of its length is obstructed by any permanent growth, 
construction, or physical feature from the view of a driver who is ap
proaching the crossing over the roadway in which the crossing is situated 
in any of the directions in which vehicular traffic is permitted to move 
over the crossing. 

(5) Every area of roadway for the time being marked substantially 
in the way described in this regulation shaH, notwithstanding non
compliance with the requirements in this Part of the regulations, be a 
pedestrian crossing within the meaning of these regulations. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 93, 94, 95, 96; S.R. 1962/86, regs. 19, 20, 
21; S.R. 1963/67, reg. 3; S.R. 1975/195, reg. 2 

92. Lighting of pedestrian crossings-( 1) The controHing authority 
shall cause every pedestrian crossing (other than a pedestrian crossing 
which in the opinion of the controlling authority will not generally be 
used at night) to be kept illuminated during hours of darkness when 
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street lights are operating so that the markings of the crossing and 
pedestrians thereon are clearly visible at a distance of 30 m under 
normal atmospheric conditions to a person of normal vision. 

(2) The use of any system of lighting for pedestrian crossings that 
has been approved by the Secretary shall be deemed to be a sufficient 
compliance with sub clause (1) of this regulation. 

(3) The controlling authority may also provide yellow globes at 
least 300 mm in diameter adjacent to the crossing and flashing during 
the hours of darkness to further warn motorists of the presence of the 
crossing. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 100; S.R. 1964/85, reg. 15; S.R. 1975/195, 
reg. 2 

93. Other indicators of the presence of a pedestrian crossing-( 1) The 
controlling authority shall cause the presence and position of every 
pedestrian crossing to be indicated by erecting and maintaining at each 
end of the crossing and within 2 m from some part thereof a post or 
pole not less than 75 mm in diameter or cross-section and not less than 
2 m in height clearly painted with alternate parallel bands of black 
and of white, each having a width of approximately 300 mm: 

Provided that the Secretary in any case may waive in writing the 
necessity for erecting such posts or poles either unconditionally or sub
ject to the substitution of such other form of indication as he considers 
appropriate. 

(2) The controlling authority may place an internally illuminated 
amber globe not less than 280 mm in diameter on the pole specified in 
subclause (1) of this regulation. The lamp in the globe may flash at 
from 40 to 60 flashes per minute. 

(3) The controlling authority shall, where practicable, mark on the 
road surface at least 50 m in advance of any pedestrian crossing the 
diamond marking described in diagram No. 2 in the Third Schedule to 
these regulations as an advance warning of the crossing for drivers. 

(4) Subject to the written approval of the Secretary, the controlling 
authority may mark or provide any additional indicators of the pre
sence and position of the crossing. 

CL S.R.1956/217, reg. 99; S.R.1962/86, reg. 22 (1);S.R.1975/195, 
reg. 2 

94. Unauthorised pedestrian crossings- (1) No person other than the 
controlling authority of the road shall in any part of a road mark out 
or maintain, or cause or permit or suffer to be marked out or main
tained, any area so as substantially to appear to be a pedestrian crossing. 

(2) No controlling authority shall in any road mark out or maintain, 
or cause or permit or suffer to be marked out or maintained, any area 
so as substantially to appear to be a pedestrian crossing, unless the area 
when so marked out becomes a pedestrian crossing within the meaning 
of these regulations: 

Provided that where pedestrian traffic is controlled by traffic signals 
parallel lines may be painted across the roadway to guide pedestrians, 
and these shall not be deemed to be a pedestrian crossing. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 98; S.R. 1958/115, reg.21 

95. Removal of pedestrian crossings and indications thereof- ( 1) The 
Minister may at any time, by notice in writing to a controlling autho
rity, require the controlling authority-

(a) To abolish any pedestrian crossing; or 
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(b) To abolish or refrain from providing any additional indication 
of the presence or position of a crossing, whether or not ap
proved under regulation 93 hereof. 

(2) On receipt of any such notice the controlling authority shall 
forthwith remove from the area of the crossing all markings, 
indicators, and other indications whereby the area is likely to appear 
to be a pedestrian crossing, or (as the case may require) forthwith 
remove and not at any time thereafter provide or permit to be provided 
the additional indications referred to in the notice. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 101 

96. Prohibition of pedestrian crossings-The Minister may at any 
time, by notice in writing to a controlling authority, forbid the creation 
of a pedestrian crossing in any specified area, and no controlling autho
rity shall, until the notice is by further notice in writing withdrawn, 
create a pedestrian crossing within the area so specified. 

PART IX-SCHOOL PATROLS 

97. Appointment of school patrols-( 1) A controlling authority may 
from time to time, by permission in writing given to the head teacher 
of any school, authorise the head teacher for the time being of the 
school from time to time to appoint any persons to act as school patrols 
for the purpose of these regulations at such pedestrian crossings as may 
be specified in the permission. 

(2) That permission shall not authorise any person to establish or 
act as a school patrol at any crossing or place not specified in the 
permission, and the permission may at any time be withdrawn by the 
controlling authority by written notice given to the head teacher for the 
time being. 

(3) For the purpose of assisting, directing, and supervising on their 
way to or from school the children attending any school in respect of 
which the permission is in force, the head teacher may from time to 
time appoint 2 or more persons to act as school patrols in charge of a 
crossing specified in the permission. 

(4) No person other than a pupil of the school may be appointed 
as a member of a school patrol under this regulation, unless he

(a) Is under 60 years of age; and 
(b) Is physically fit; and 
(c) Is the holder of a current driver's licence: 
Provided that the fact that any person appointed as a member of a 

school patrol was not qualified for appointment under this subclause 
shall not be a defence in proceedings for an offence against regulation 
13 of these regulations (which relates to the duties of a driver approach
ing a pedestrian crossing at which a school patrol is operating). 

(5) The Minister may at any time, by notice in writing to the con
trolling authority, require that a permission granted under sub clause 
(1) of this regulation be withdrawn, and upon notification to the head 
teacher for the time being given, whether by the Minister or by the 
controlling authority, of the notice by the Minister, the permission 
shall cease to have effect. 

(6) The fact that a school patrol is operating at a pedestrian crossing 
shall, until the contrary is proved, be sufficient evidence that the pro
visions of subclauses (1), (2), and (3) of this regulation have been 
duly complied with in relation to that school patrol. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 112; S.R. 1970/157, reg. 7 
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98. Duties of school patroIs-( 1) The school patrol may control the 
approach to the crossing of the driver of any vehicle in accordance 
with the provisions of regulation 13 hereof by extending into the road
way and keeping extended the school-patrol sign described in the Fourth 
Schedule to these regulations so as to display its wording clearly to the 
driver of the vehicle, and may at the same time direct pedestrians to 
enter the crossing. 

(2) The school patrol shall not extend the sign into the roadway 
in accordance with the provisions of subclause (1) of this regulation 
except during a pause in the flow of vehicles, having regard to the 
number of vehicles approaching the crossing. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 113 

99. School-patrol signs- (1) A school-patrol sign shall be in the 
appropriate form prescribed in the Fourth Schedule to these regulations, 
and shall be borne on a staff approximately 35 mm in diameter or cross
section and not less than 1.5 m in length. 

(2) The head teacher shall take all proper steps for the responsible 
and effective custody of every school-patrol sign at all times when it is 
not in use for the purposes of these regulations. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 114 

100. School-patrol cone- (1) Where the roadway is of sufficient width, 
not more than 2 truncated cones may be placed in the centre of the 
roadway as an additional warning to drivers of the presence of a 
school patrol. 

(2) Each cone shall be at least 450 mm high and have a circular base 
at least 300 mm in diameter. Its surface shall be divided into 16 equal 
vertical stripes coloured alternately red and white. 

101. Uniforms-A school patrol when on duty at a crossing may wear 
a uniform, insignia, or badge of office, and if so the uniform, insignia, 
and badge shall be of a type approved by the Minister. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 115 

102. Jurisdiction of teacher not affected-Nothing in these regulations 
shall be deemed to limit or affect the jurisdiction of a teacher over 
his pupils or to require a pupil to assume or retain the functions of a 
school patrol. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 117 

103. Unauthorised patrols and signs-Except when authorised by the 
head teacher of a school acting by permission given under regulation 
97 hereof, no person shall use any school-patrol sign or so conduct 
himself as to appear to be exercising the functions of a school patrol 
under these regulations. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 118 

PART X-TRAFFIC ISLANDS AND ROAD MARKINGS 

104. Traffic islands- (1) Any controlling authority may on any road
way under its control erect any raised traffic island and provide painted 
markings or lines, or lines marked by raised studs, to channel and to 
separate different streams of traffic on the roadway, or to provide a 
refuge for pedestrians crossing the roadway 
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(2) The controlling authority shall erect such signs on any raised 
traffic island as are necessary to give reasonable guidance to drivers, 
and shall paint and maintain such lines or raised studs on the road 
surface in advance of the island as are necessary to warn drivers of its 
presence. 

(3) The controlling authority shall cause every raised traffic island 
to be kept illuminated during the hours of darkness while street lighting 
is operating in the vicinity of the island, or shall mark the outline of 
the island with reflective signs or reflectors so that it is clearly visible 
under normal atmospheric conditions to a driver of normal vision at 
a distance of 100 m. 

105. Limit lines-( 1) On any roadway where vehicles may be re
quired to stop because of the operation of traffic signals, a stop sign, 
or a give-way sign, the controlling authority shall, unless the road 
surface makes it impracticable, mark and maintain a limit line generally 
at right angles across the path of approaching traffic at the point where 
the front of a vehicle should be stopped so as to avoid interfering 
with the passage of other vehicles or of pedestrians who may be cross
ing the roadway. 

(2) Every such limit line shall be coloured yellow if adjacent to a stop 
sign and white if adjacent to a give-way sign or a traffic signal, and shall 
consist of 2 parallel lines each not less than 200 mm in width and spaced 
not less than 400 mm apart. 

(3) The traffic signals, stop sign, or give-way sign adjacent to a limit 
line shall be placed as close as is practicable to the end of the line in a 
position that is clearly visible to approaching drivers. 

106. Warnings to be painted on road surface-(I) Not more than 
10 m before any limit line marked at a stop sign, the controlling 
authority shall, if the road surface permits it, mark the word "STOP", 
in capital letters at least 2 m high. 

(2) Not more than 10 m before any limit line marked at a give-way 
sign, the controlling authority shall, if the road surface permits it, 
mark the word "WAY" preceded by the word "GIVE" both in capital 
letters at least 2 m high. 

(3) Where any other regulatory or warning sign (as defined in 
regulation 121 hereof) has been erected, the controlling authority may, 
if in its opinion additional indication to drivers is desirable, mark on 
the road surface, in capital letters or numerals at least 2 m high and 
located generally adjacent to the sign, the words, or in the case of a 
speed-limit sign the numerals, on the sign. 

( 4) All such words or numerals marked on the road surface shall be 
in a colour contrasting with the colour of the road surface, and shall 
be marked where they will be clearly visible to approaching traffic. 

107. Lane-usage arrows-( 1) Before any intersection or entrance 
where traffic approaches in more than one lane, the controlling autho
rity may mark arrows in any lane to restrict the movements which 
drivers in that lane may make at the intersection or entrance. 

(2) Arrows shall be in the forms described in diagram No. 3 in the 
Third Schedule to these regulations. The dimensions shown are mini
mum dimensions, and longer arrows with the longitudinal dimensions 
increased in proportion may be used where desirable. 
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(3) Any 2 arrows may be combined to show the movements permitted 
from one lane. 

( 4) Arrows shall be painted far enough in advance of the intersection 
o~ entrance to which they apply to give drivers sufficient warning of the 
dlrections of movement required or permitted in the lane. 

(5) If the controlling authority considers it desirable, it may erect 
above any lane on which lane arrows are marked a lane usage sign 
showing the same required or permitted movements as those indicated 
by the arrows. 

108. No-stopping lines-(l) At any place where a controlling autho
rity has prohibited the kerbside stopping of vehicles at all times, drivers 
may be advised of this prohibition by the marking and maintaining of 
a broken yellow line not less than 100 mm wide and not more than 1 m 
from the adjacent kerb or edge of the roadway. 

(2) Any such broken line shall consist of painted strips not longer 
than 1 m separated by gaps not longer than 2 m in length. 

(3) Where no kerb exists, the controlling authority may mark a 
similar line to indicate that the stopping of vehicles is prohibited if any 
part of a vehicle stopped on that side of the road is closer to the 
centre of the road than the broken yellow line. 

109. Special parking areas-(l) Any area of a roadway designated 
by the controlling authority as a bus stop, taxi stand, or loading zone, 
or reserved for the stopping of any other specified class of vehicle, may 
be defined by marking and maintaining a broken or continuous yellow 
line at right angles to the kerb or roadway edge at each end of the area 
of the roadway and a broken yellow line parallel to the kerb or roadway 
edge not less than 2 m nor more than 3 m from the kerb or roadway 
edge. 

(2) Adjacent to any marking described in subclause (1) of this regu
lation, the controlling authority shall erect and maintain a traffic sign 
advising drivers of the class of vehicles for which the area of roadway 
is reserved. If the area exceeds 60 m in length, signs shall be provided 
at intervals not exceeding 60 m along the length of the area. 

(3) Indication that a vehicle must be parked only at an angle to the 
direction of the roadway may be given by marking parallel lines 
on the road surface in a colour contrasting with the colour of the road 
surface and so as to indicate the permitted angle of parking, or, when 
owing to the nature of the road surface this is not practicable, by the 
erection of suitable notices. 

110. No-passing lines-( 1) On any length of roadway where the con
trolling authority decides that the passing of vehicles moving in the same 
direction (other than a stationary vehicle or a bicycle) is dangerous if 
the passing vehicle projects into a lane available to opposing traffic, the 
authority may mark a no-passing line. 

(2) Every such no-passing line shall consist of a continuous yellow 
line approximately 100 mm in width marked approximately 100 mm 
to the left of either-

(a) Another continuous yellow line; or 
(b) A broken white or yellow line; or 
( c) A regular pattern of raised white studs on the roadway,-

and shall apply only to traffic which normally travels to the left of the 
line. 
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(3) Wherever practicable, a no-passing line shall be preceded by a 
series of short dashes of yellow line marked on the roadway to warn 
drivers of the existence of the no-passing line ahead. Each such dash 
shall be not longer than 15 m. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 8; S.R. 1967/28, reg. 3 (1) 

111. Non-confonning and undesirable islands and markings- ( 1) No 
person other than the controlling authority or a person authorised by 
it shall erect any raised traffic island or paint any lines or markings 
or place any studs on the roadway, or shall remove or obliterate any 
such island, lines, markings, or studs from the roadway. 

(2) No controlling authority or person authorised by it shall erect 
any raised traffic island or paint any lines or markings or place any 
studs on the roadway, except in conformity with regulations 104 to 110 
hereof: 

Provided that, for the purposes of experimentation, the Secretary 
may approve alternative means of channelling traffic or marking roads 
which do not comply with those regulations. 

(3) It shall not be a defence in any prosecution for a breach of these 
regulations that any road-marking lines, islands, or studs did not con
form with the requirements of this Part of these regulations, provided 
the marking is in substantial conformity with those requirements. 

112. Dangerous traffic islands or devices- ( 1) The Minister may at any 
time, by notice in writing to a controlling authority, forbid the creation 
of, or require the modification or removal of, any specified traffic island, 
painted marking, or line, which, in his opinion, will create or, as the 
case may be, creates a hazard for drivers or pedestrians or is likely 
to cause confusion. 

(2) The Minister may at any time, by notice in writing to the con
trolling authority, require the provision of additional markings, signs, 
or lighting at any place where in his opinion the absence of such mark
ings, signs, or lighting creates a hazard for drivers or pedestrians or 
is likely to cause confusion. 

PART XI-TRAFf'IC SIGNALS 

113. Area controlled by traffic signals-Any controlling authority may 
mark out any area of roadway under its control as an area controlled 
by traffic signals by-

(a) Marking, at the place where vehicles will enter the controlled 
area, a limit line across each portion of roadway used by traffic 
approaching the controlled area; and 

(b) Erecting a traffic signal adjacent to each limit line facing traffic 
approaching the controlled area and clearly visible to approach
ing traffic. 

114. Supplementary traffic signals-(l) In addition to the signals 
specified by regulation 113 hereof, the controlling authority shall provide 
at least one other signal for each roadway approaching the controlled 
area, and located so as to be clearly visible to drivers stopped at the 
entry to the controlled area. 

(2) The controlling authority may provide such other traffic signals 
as it considers necessary for vehicular and pedestrian traffic using the 
controlled area. 
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115. Traffic-signal displays-( 1) Where the traffic signals operate at 
all hours of the day and night, each traffic signal shall consist of-

(a) A single red light in the fonn of a disc at least 200 mm in dia
meter; and 

(b) Immediately below the red light, a single amber light in the fonn 
of a disc at least 200 mm in diameter; and 

( c) Immediately below the amber light a green light. The green light 
shall be in the fonn of a disc at least 200 mm in diameter, 
unless it indicates that traffic may proceed in only one direction 
in which case it shall be in the form of an arrow. 

(2) Another green light in the fonn of an arrow may be placed 
immediately adjacent to the green light or arrow specified in subclause 
(1) (c) of this regulation. 

(3) The red light shall always be displayed followed by the green 
light or arrow specified in paragraph (c) of subclause (1) of this regu
lation, and this shall always be followed by the amber light specified 
in paragraph (b) of that sub clause. The amber light shall be displayed 
for not less than 3 nor more than 6 seconds. 

(4) The green arrow specified in sub clause (2) of this regulation 
may commence shining at any stage in the cycle, but shall be extinguished 
at the beginning of the period when the amber light shows, unless a 
separate amber light is placed immediately above it and this light shines 
for not less than 3 nor more than 6 seconds immediately after the 
arrow is extinguished. 

116. Traffic signals side by side-When traffic in different lanes of an 
approach to a controlled area is pennitted to move in different direc
tions at different times, separate traffic signals mounted side by side shall 
be used with both green lights in the fonn of arrows to distinguish 
the movements permitted by each set of signals. 

117. Green arrows- ( 1) No green arrow shall be displayed to any 
traffic, unless the movement indicated by the arrow can be made without 
having to give way to any other vehicular traffic pennitted to move at 
the same time. 

(2) No 2 lights shall be displayed simultaneously in the same vertical 
line, unless they are both green arrows or a green arrow and a green 
light. 

118. Pedestrian-traffic signals- (1) Traffic signals to control pedes
trians shall be erected in such a position as to indicate to pedestrians 
when they may enter the controlled area. 

(2) The traffic signals erected after the commencement of these 
regulations to control pedestrian traffic shall consist of-

(a) The word "WAIT" in red letters at least 100 mm high; and 
(b) Immediately below the word "WAIT" the word "CROSS" in 

white letters at least 100 mm high. 
(3) The indication to pedestrians shall be the word "CROSS" for the 

period pedestrians are pennitted to enter the roadway, followed by a 
flashing "WAIT" signal to allow pedestrians to finish crossing, followed 
by a steady "WAIT" signal. 

119. Part-time traffic signals-(l) No person or controlling authority 
shall erect any traffic signals that do not operate continuously 24 hours 
a day, except with the prior written consent of the Secretary. 
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(2) Traffic signals operating continuously for extended periods but 
not 24 hours a day shall consist of-

(a) Two flashing red lights flashing alternately, each being in the 
form of a disc at least 200 mm in diameter; and 

(b) Immediately below the flashing red lights an amber light in the 
form of a disc at least 200 mm in diameter; and 

( c) Immediately below the amber light a green light in the form of 
a disc at least 200 mm in diameter. 

(3) The red light shall always be followed by the green light and the 
green light shall always be followed by the amber light which shall show 
for not less than 3 nor more than 6 seconds. The green light and the 
amber light shall not flash. 

( 4) Traffic signals operating only on isolated occasions to stop traffic 
shall consist of 2 red lights flashing alternately each being in the form 
of a disc at least 200 mm in diameter. While the red lights are operat
ing, a supplementary audible siren, bell, or alarm may also be operated 
to provide additional warning to drivers not to enter the controlled area. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 18 (4), (5) 

120. Non-complying and dangerous traffic signals- (1) Except with 
the written consent of the Secretary, no person or controlling authority 
shall operate any traffic signal that does not comply with this Part of 
these regulations. 

(2) No person shall erect or operate any traffic signal without the 
prior approval of the controlling authority. 

(3) It shall not be a defence in any prosecution for a breach of these 
regulations that any traffic signal did not conform with the requirements 
of this Part of the regulations, provided the signal was in substantial 
conformity with those requirements. 

(4) The Minister may at any time, by notice in writing to the con
trolling authority, forbid the erection of, or require the modification or 
removal of, any specified traffic signal which, in his opinion, will create 
or, as the case may be, creates a hazard for drivers or pedestrians or is 
likely to cause confusion. 

PART XII-TRAFFIC SIGNS 

121. Classes of traffic sign-Traffic signs shall be of the following 
classes: 

(a) Regulatory signs, being signs conveying instructions to drivers on 
the use of roadways by vehicles: 

(b) Parking signs, being signs conveying instructions related to the 
stopping and parking of vehicles on roads: 

( c ) Warning signs, being signs advising drivers of hazards on or near 
the roadway: 

(d) Pedestrian signs, being signs conveying information or instruc
tions to pedestrians: 

(e) Information signs, being signs which convey information relating 
to destinations, routes, distances, names of localities, and other 
information of interest to road users: 

(f) Vehicle-mounted signs, being signs placed on vehicles to give 
instructions to warn other drivers. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 120; S.R. 1958/115, reg. 22; S.R. 1960/135, 
reg. 11; S.R. 1962/86, regs. 24 (1), 25 (1); S.R. 1964/85, 
reg.16 (1); S.R. 1967/28, reg. 11 (2) 
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122. Regulatory signs-Cl) Every controlling authority which makes 
a bylaw or passes a resolution relating to the movement of traffic or 
prohibiting or restricting traffic on any road shall provide and maintain 
adequate and sufficient regulatory signs to advise all road users affected 
of the terms or effect of the bylaw or resolution. 

(2) Any controlling authority shall provide and maintain such regu
latory signs as it considers necessary or desirable to guide traffic in the 
correct use of traffic islands, or to draw attention to a traffic regulation. 

(3) The controlling authority or any contractor carrying out any 
work on any road shall provide such regulatory signs as are necessary 
to inform drivers of any road hazards and to give instructions on the 
use of the roadway. 

(4) Every controlling authority shall provide, at or near the point 
on the road where the limit changes, a regulatory sign to advise drivers 
of every change in speed limit. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 32 

123. Parking signs--( 1) Every controlling authority which imposes a 
parking or stopping restriction (other than by a broken yellow line 
under regulation 108 hereof) on any road shall provide and maintain 
appropriate parking signs to indicate the restriction and its extent. 

(2) Parking signs shall be provided and maintained as follows: 
(a) Parking signs with arrows or supplementary notices defining their 

area of application shall be provided and maintained
(i) At each end of the roadway affected; and 
(ii) At or near both sides of any intervening intersection; and 
(iii) At distances of not more than 100 m between any 2 

signs: 
(b) A "Clearway" sign without arrows or supplementary notices 

defining its area of application shall be erected-
(i) At right angles to the direction of the roadway; and 
(ii) Facing in the direction in which traffic on the side of the 

r.oadway on which the sign is erected is approaching the 
slgn;-

and shall apply to the roadway past the sign in the direction in which 
that traffic is travelling as far as the next intersection on the same side 
of the road as the sign or the next "Clearway" sign on that side, 
whichever is the nearest: 

Provided that if that distance exceeds 100 m, an additional "Clearway" 
sign shall be erected at not more than that spacing. 

(3) Any arrows or signs incorporating arrows to indicate the direction 
of application of a sign shall be erected parallel to or at an angle of 
not more than 30 degrees from the side of the roadway to which they 
relate: 

Provided that no signs shall be necessary to indicate that drivers 
parking at places where parking is controlled by parking meters are 
required to comply with instructions displayed on the parking meter. 

( 4) Every sign erected pursuant to sub clause (2) of this regulation 
which imposes a parking time limit or relates to a loading zone, and 
every "No Stopping" sign, shall be deemed to apply during the hours 
between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. on days other than Saturdays and holidays, 
unless otherwise specified on the sign or on a supplementary sign. All 
other signs shall apply at all hours of day and night, unless a time 
period is specified on the sign. 
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(5) Every "Clearway" sign erected pursuant to subclause (2) of this 
regulation shall be deemed to apply during the hours shown on days 
other than Saturdays and holidays, unless other days are specified on a 
supplementary sign. 

124. Warning signs-( 1) Every controlling authority shall erect the 
appropriate warning signs before-

(a) A railway crossing: 
(b) At or near to any entrance to a school for children, a kinder

garten, a pre-school centre, a hospital, or any other place 
of any kind whatsoever where in the opinion of the controlling 
authority special watchfulness, caution, or slowness of speed 
on the part of the driver of a motor vehicle is required. 

(2) In the case of temporary road hazards (such as disabled vehicles 
on the road, traffic accidents, slips, washouts, or broken telegraph or 
electricity transmission lines), appropriate warning signs may be erected 
by police officers, traffic officers, ambulance drivers, roadmen, break
down-vehicle drivers, employees of the Post Office, employees of the 
New Zealand Electricity Department, employees of Electric Power 
Boards, or, in the case of railway crossings, employees of the New 
Zealand Government Railways Department. 

(3) Any driver may erect a "warning" triangle sign on the roadway 
to warn approaching traffic of an accident or broken-down vehicle. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 40A (3), 126 (2), (3); S.R. 1964/85, reg. 
10 (1) 

125. Pedestrian signs-Every controlling authority shall provide and 
maintain sufficient and appropriate pedestrian signs to indicate to 
pedestrians any bylaw or special instruction which relates to them. 

126. Information signs-Every controlling authority shall provide and 
maintain such signs as it considers necessary or desirable to inform 
drivers of destinations, routes, distances, the names of localities, or other 
information of value to road users. 

127. Vehicle-mounted signs-( 1) No person shall operate a school 
bus which is being used (whether for hire or reward or not)-

(a) Exclusively for the carriage (in addition to the driver) of school 
children to or from school whether with or without their 
teachers; or 

(b) Principally for the carriage of school children to or from a 
school function,-

unless the vehicle displays a "School Bus" sign at both the front and 
the rear. The sign at the rear shall be mounted with its lower edge 
not less than 1.5 m from the ground in the centre line or to the right 
thereof of the school bus. When the vehicle is not being used for the 
carriage of school children, the "School Bus" sign shall not be displayed. 

(2) Vehicles which exceed 2.5 m in width may display a "Wide 
Vehicle" sign facing forwards at the front of the vehicle and a similar 
sign facing rearwards at the rear of the vehicle. 

(3) Vehicles which are carrying a load which exceeds the vehicle 
width may display a "Wide Load" sign facing forwards at the front 
of the vehicle and a similar sign facing rearwards at the rear of the 
vehicle. 
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(4) Vehicles exceeding 12 m in length may display a "Long Vehicle" 
sign at the rear of the vehicle facing rearwards to indicate the approxi
mate length oi the vehicle. 

(5) Vehicles carrymg a load which extends in front or behind the 
vehicle may display a "Long Load" sign at the front of the vehicle 
facing forwards and at the rear of the vehicle facing rearwards. 

(6) A vehicle preceding or following a vehicle of excessive dimen
sions to warn other traffic of the presence of the last-mentioned vehicle 
shall display a "Piloting" sign on the front or rear of the vehicle, as 
the case may require. 

(7) In subclauses (2) to (6) of this regulation the term "vehicle" 
includes a combination of 2 or more vehicles. 

(8) Vehicles carrying out road marking and vehicles accompanying 
cycle races, athletic events on the road, convoys of vehicles, processions, 
and mobile hazards on the road may display vehicle-mounted signs to 
warn other road users. 

(9) No person shall on any vehicle display any sign or advertisement 
which is similar to or the same as any traffic sign, or which purports 
to give the information or instructions similar to or the same as those 
given by traffic signs, unless the sign is a vehicle-mounted sign in the 
form prescribed, and is used in the manner prescribed, by these 
regulations. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 33 (2); S.R. 1972/252, reg. 8; S.R. 1975/195, 
reg. 2 

128. Erection of signs-( 1) It shall be sufficient compliance with any 
requirement to provide and maintain a traffic sign if the sign is erected 
and maintained by a contractor to the controlling authority or an 
automobile association. 

(2) Except as provided in this Part of these regulations, no traffic 
sign shall be erected on any road except by the controlling authority 
or on its behalf by authorised contractors, an automobile association, 
or any traffic officer. 

(3) The Minister in the case of any sign, and the controlling 
authority in the case of any sign erected by an automobile association, 
an authorised contractor, or a traffic officer, may direct that the sign 
be removed, altered in position, or changed in any other way. 

(4) The Minister may direct any controlling authority to erect 
any sign that he considers necessary in the interests of the safe or 
efficient use of a roadway. 

(5) Every erecting authority erecting a traffic sign shall erect the 
sign at such a site, at such a height above the level of the road, 
and generally in such a position and manner that, subject to any 
provisions herein to the contrary, it shall-

(a) Not be a source of danger to pedestrian or other traffic; and 
(b) Where practicable, be illuminated by the headlights of approach

ing motor vehicles; and 
(c) Where practicable, appear on the near or left-hand side of the 

road to a person approaching the locality to which the sign is 
intended to refer: 

Provided that a sign indicating an 80 kilometres an hour 
speed limit may be placed on the reverse side of a sign 
indicating a lower speed limit, notwithstanding that it may 
thereby appear on the right-hand side of the roadway: 



1322 Traffic Regulations 1976 1976/227 

(d) Give persons approaching it sufficient time for its warning or 
information to have full value. 

(6) No person shall erect any traffic sign which is not authorised 
by these regulations or which is liable to mislead road users. 

(7) Proof that any traffic sign is erected on any road or that any 
marking provided for by these regulations appears on any roadway 
shall, until the contrary is proved, be sufficient evidence that the sign 
has been duly erected, or, as the case may be, that the marking has 
been duly made, in accordance with these regulations, or any other 
enactment or regulations relating to the erection of traffic signs. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 126, 128, 130 (8); S.R. 1960/135, reg. 14; 
S.R. 1967/28, regs. 27, 28 

129. Description of signs-( 1) Every traffic sign shall comply with 
the appropriate description given in the Fourth Schedule to these 
regulations, and shall be maintained by the controlling authority in 
reasonable repair, so as to be legible to road users and with the prescribed 
colours clearly displayed: 

Provided that in case of temporary danger, such as slips, washouts, or 
blasting operations, or when workmen are engaged on a road, warning of 
the existence of the danger may be given as a temporary measure by 
the use of a bright-red rectangular cloth or board not less than 4,000 cm2 

in area displayed prominently at right angles to the direction of the road. 
(2) Except as authorised by this Part of these regulations, no person 

shall erect or maintain, or cause or permit to be erected or maintained, 
or to be on any road or in any place visible from a road, any sign, 
device, or object liable to be mistaken for a traffic sign or traffic signal, 
or so coloured as to be liable to be mistaken for a traffic sign or traffic 
signal. 

(3) There shall not be displayed on any traffic sign any written matter 
other than that authorised by these regulations: 

Provided that in the case of any sign erected by an automobile 
association a monogram of the association may appear on the sign, 
provided-

(a) On a sign less than 1 m 2 in area, the monogram is not larger 
than 30 cm2 ; and 

(b) On a larger sign, the monogram is not larger than 100 cm2 • 

(4) No person shall cause or permit his name, or the name of any 
business carried on by him, or the name of any wares dealt with by him, 
to be displayed on a sign which is so erected or maintained that its 
erection or maintenance constitutes a breach of any provision of this 
Part of these regulations. 

(5) No person shall remove, mutilate, obscure, or in any manner 
damage or interfere with any traffic sign. 

(6) Notwithstanding anything in the preceding subclauses of this 
regulation, the Minister, by notice in the Gazette, or the Secretary for 
experimental purposes only, may authorise the erection and mainten
ance of a traffic sign which does not comply with these regulations. 

(7) Any traffic sign which conforms substantially with the form 
of a traffic sign of the appropriate class prescribed by or pursuant to 
these regulations shall be deemed to be an authorised traffic sign and 
to be of full effect, notwithstanding any non-compliance with the 
requirements of these regulations, or any other enactment or regulations 
relating to the erection of traffic signs. 
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(8) Where these regulations prescribe the colour of any traffic sign 
or of any letters or numerals or symbols or lines on any traffic sign, it 
shall be deemed a sufficient compliance with these regulations if the 
sign or, as the case may be, the letters or numerals or symbols or lines 
are of the approximate colours so prescribed. 

(9) Where these regulations prescribe the dimensions of any traffic 
sign or of any letters or numerals or symbols on any traffic sign, those 
dimensions shall be deemed to be minima and may be increased in 
approximate proportion. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 119 (2), 123, 126 (2), 127, 130 (4), (5), 
(8A); S.R. 1967/28, reg. 30 

130. Use of reflective material or illumination-( 1) Every part of 
every traffic sign which is required to be reflectorised by the Fourth 
Schedule to these regulations shall be reflectorised by the use of reflective 
material or reflectors approved for the purpose by the Secretary by 
notice in the Gazette, or shall be illuminated internally or externally so 
as to be clearly visible at a distance of 50 m during the hours of 
darkness under normal driving conditions to a driver of normal vision. 

(2) Any other traffic sign may be reflectorised in whole or in part, 
provided the colour of any portion of the sign so reflectorised is not 
changed by the reflectorisation. 

(3) No person shall use any reflective material on any sign, hoarding, 
or similar structure used or intended to be used for the purposes of 
advertising in such a position that it is likely to reflect the light from 
the lamps of any motor vehicle on a -road. 

(4) The Secretary may, by notice in the Gazette, exempt any specified 
sign or class of sign from the provisions of subclause (1) of this regu
lation. 

(5) For the purposes of this regulation, the term "reflective material" 
means any material or surface that tends to reflect a beam of light 
parallel to the path of the beam and in an opposite direction to that 
path; and includes any material or surface with such characteristics or 
similar characteristics declared by the Secretary, by notice in the Gazette, 
to be reflective material for the purposes of this regulation. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, regs. 122, 129D; S.R. 1962/86, reg. 27 (1); S.R. 
1967/28, reg. 29 

131. Support for traffic signs-( 1) Traffic signs shall be erected
(a) On a white-coloured pole provided by the controlling authority 

for the purpose; or 
(b) With the consent of the owner of the pole, on any telegraph pole, 

electric-power pole, or other pole. 
Provided that if there is no room to erect any pole under paragraph 

(a) of this subclause and no other pole is available, signs may, with the 
consent of the owner of the building or wall or fence, be erected on any 
adjacent building or wall or fence. 

(2) If a "Stop" sign or "Give Way" sign is erected on any pole or 
building or wall or fence, no other sign shall be erected on that ,pole or, 
as the case may be, on the same side of that building or on the same wall 
or fence. 
Con. Regs.--40 
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(3) If a regulatory sign or warning sign erected on a pole or building 
or wall or fence faces the direction in which traffic on the same side of 
the roadway approaches the sign, no other traffic sign except an 
approved supplementary sign facing the same direction shall be erected 
on the same pole or, as the case may be, in the same location on the 
same side of that building, wall, or fence. 

(4) Not more than 2 parking signs, or 3 parking signs provided one 
of them is a "Clearway" sign, or one parking sign and one pedestrian 
sign shall be erected on the same pole or in the same location on the 
same building, wall, or fence. 

(5) Information signs shall be erected on separate poles from other 
signs. 

(6) No other sign, written matter, or monogram shall be erected on or 
appear on any pole supporting a traffic sign but, in the case of 
a sign erected by an automobile association or a controlling authority, 
the monogram of the association or a public notice by the authority 
may be placed on the pole. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 124 

PART XIII-MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

132. Motor-vehicle reliability trials- (1) In this regulation the term 
"trial" means a motor-vehicle reliability trial which exceeds any con
tinuous period of 12 hours, being an organised contest where drivers of 
motor vehicles compete in driving their vehicles over defined routes and 
against time schedules for the routes. 

(2) Not later than 1 month before the first day fixed for a trial, the 
organiser of the trial shall supply to the Secretary [ull particulars of the 
routes and time schedules proposed for the trial, and the organiser 
shall not proceed with the trial and no person shall drive a motor vehicle 
in the trial until the Secretary has approved, for the purposes of road 
safety and the protection of the roads over which the trial is to take 
place, of the routes and time schedules finally issued by the organiser 
for the information of the drivers. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 75 

133. Driving hours flOr goods-servioe vehicle drivers-(l) No persolI1 
shall drive, or cause or permit any person employed by him or subject 
to his orders to drive, any goods-service vehicle for commercial 
purposes-

(a) For any continuous period of more than Si hours; or 
(b) For continuous periods amounting in the aggregate to more than 

11 hours in any period of 24 hours; or 
(c) So that the driver has not at least 10 consecutive hours for rest 

in any period of 24 hours; or 
(d) So that the driver has not at least 24 consecutive hours for rest in 

any period of 7 days. 
(2) For the purposes of subclause (1) of this regulation, any 2 or 

more periods of time shall be deemed to be a continuous period unless 
separated by an interval of not less than half an hour in which the 
driver is able to obtain rest and refreshment. 

(3) It shall be a defence to any proceedings for a breach of this regula
tion if the defendant proves that the breach was due to unavoidable 
delay in the completion of any journey arising out of circumstances 
which he could not reasonably have foreseen. 
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( 4) This regulation shall not apply to any vehicle while used under 
a licence issued under Part VII of the Act. 

CL S.R. 1956/217, reg. 73 (1) 

134. Reporting of damage to other vehicles or property-When~ due 
to the driving of a vehicle any other vehicle or any property (bemg a 
vehicle or property belonging to a person other than the driver or 
owner of the firs~mentioned vehicle) is damaged, the driver of the first
mentioned vehicle, unless he is incapable of doing so by reason of injuries 
sustained by him,-

(a) Shall report the occurrence and advise his name and address 
and other relevant particulars as soon as reasonably practicable, 
and in any case not later than 48 hours after the time of 
the occurrence, to the driver or owner of the other vehicle 
or to the owner of the property which is damaged; or 

(b) If the driver or owner of that other vehicle or property damaged 
cannot readily be ascertained or identified, shall within the 
aforesaid period report the occurrence with the said particu
lars to the nearest police station or to a police officer or to 
a traffic officer or to any office of the Road Transport 
Division of the Ministry of Transport. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 20; S.R. 1958/115, reg. 7 

135. Coroner's proceedings-A copy of the reports of all proceedings 
before any Coroner arising out of any motor accident and of the 
Coroner's findings relative thereto shall be forwarded on request to the 
Secretary by the Secretary for Justice. 

136. Offences-Every person commits an offence against these regu
lations who-

(a) Knowingly supplies any false or misleading information relating 
to his obligations under these regulations; or 

(b) Omits or refuses to supply any information required to be given 
by him under these regulations; or 

(c) With intent to deceive, alters any warrant or certificate of fitness 
or other document issued under these regulations or any 
former regulations, or displays on any motor vehicle any 
altered warrant or certificate of fitness or other document 
issued under these regulations or any former regulations; or 

(d) Fails to comply with a lawful direction, authorised by the Act or 
these regulations, given by a traffic officer or police officer; or 

(e) Fails to comply with any condition, duty, or obligation imposed by 
these regulations; or 

(f) Fails to comply with any directions given by any traffic sign or 
road marking duly erected or made, or does any act prohibited 
by any such sign or marking; or 

(g) Offends against or fails to comply with any provision of these 
regula tions: 

Provided that a controlling authority shall not be deemed to have 
committed an offence by reason of its failure to erect or maintain any 
traffic sign or marking: 

Provided further that failure by a school patrol to comply with the 
provisions of regulation 98 hereof shall not be deemed to be an offence 
against these regulations. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 131 
Con. Regs.-4c* 
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137. Penalties-(I) Every person who commits a breach of Part VI 
of these regulations is liable to a fine not exceeding $10. 

(2) Subject to subclause (1) of this regulation, every person who 
commits a breach of these regulations is liable to the penalties specified 
in section 30 (4) of the Act (as substituted by section 2 of the Transport 
Amendment Act 1970), namely, a fine not exceeding $200, and, if in the 
opinion of the Court the offence relates to road safety, to be ordered by 
the Court to be disqualified from holding or obtaining a driver's licence 
for such period as the Court thinks fit. 

Cf. S.R. 1956/217, reg. 132; S.R. 1970/272, reg. 6 

138. Revocations, savings, and amendments-(1) The regulations, 
notices, and warrants specified in the Fifth Schedule to these regula
tions are hereby revoked. 

(2) Without limiting any provision of the Acts Interpretation Act 
1924,-

(a) Every limited speed zone, every other speed-restriction area, and 
every pedestrian crossing duly established at the commence
ment of these regulations under the Traffic Regulations 1956 
or continuing in force under those regulations, and every road 
marking or traffic sign duly made or erected under the Traffic 
Regulations 1956 or under any warrant or notice specified in 
the Fifth Schedule to these regulations and continuing in force 
at the commencement of these regulations shall, until it is 
revoked or replaced under these regulations, continue in force 
and have effect as if it had been established or made or erected 
under these regulations, notwithstanding any variation between 
the form thereof prescribed by the Traffic Regulations 1956 
or, as the case may be, that warrant or notice and the form 
prescribed by these regulations: 

(b) The revocation of any regulations, warrant, or notice specified 
in the Fifth Schedule to these regulations shall not affect any 
document made or any thing whatsoever done under the 
revoked regulations or warrant or notice, and every such 
document or thing, so far as it is subsisting or in force at the 
commencement of these regulations and could have been made 
or done under these regulations shall continue in force and 
have effect as if it had been made or done under the 
corresponding provision of these regulations, and as if that 
provision had been in force when the document was made or 
the thing was done. 

(3) Regulation 11 of the Transport Licensing Regulations 1963* (as 
substituted by regulation 2 (1) of the Transport Licensing Regulations 
1963, Amendment No. 7) is hereby amended by revoking subclause 
( 1), and substituting the following subclause: 

"( 1) Every certificate of fitness shall be in the form prescribed by 
regulation 85 (2) of the Traffic Regulations 1976, and shall be affixed 
to the motor vehicle in the manner specified in that regulation." 

(4) Regulation 11 of the Transport Licensing Regulations 1963* (as 
so substituted) is hereby further amended by revoking subclause (4). 

·S.R. 1963/58 (Reprinted with Amendments Nos. 1-15, S.R. 1971/87) 
Amendment No. 16: S.R. 1971/255 
Amendment No. 17: S.R. 1972/136 
Amendment No. 18: S.R. 1974/74 
Amendment No. 19: S.R. 1975/87 
Amendment No. 20: S.R. 1976/37 
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(5) The Second Schedule to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road 
Closure) Regulations 1965* is hereby amended by omitting the item 
relating to the Traffic Regulations 1956, and substituting the following 
item: 

"The Traffic Regulations 
1976 

4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

9 (1) 

10 

11 

21 (1) 
21 (3) 

21 (4) 
22 

85 

Keeping to left of road 
Driving in lanes 
Route of driving at inter-

sections marked in lanes 
Changing direction 
Overtaking 
Stopping at stop signs, and 

giving way at give-way 
signs 

Approaching and entering 
in tersections 

Stopping at and entering 
railway crossings 

General speed limit 
70 kilometres an hour 

speed limit 
Limited speed zones 
Stopping and following 

distances 
Warrants of fitness". 

(6) Regulation 3 (b) of the Transport (Vehicular Traffic Road 
Closure) Regulations 1965, Amendment No. 3t is hereby consequentially 
revoked. 

*S.R. 1956/63 
Amendment No. 1: S.R. 1970/275 
Amendment No. 2: S.R. 1974/75 
Amendment No. 3: S.R. 1975/280 

tS.R. 1975/280 
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SCHEDULES 

Reg.29 (2) FIRST SCHEDULE 
MAXIMUM NOISE OUTPUT OF NEW VEillCLES 

When measured in accordance with test methods laid down in British 
Standard 3425 or in 1.8.0. Recommendation R 362, the maximum 
permitted noise level shall be-

Vehicle Type 

Power cycle not exceeding 60 cm3 engine capacity 

Motor cycle exceeding 60 cm3 but not exceeding 
125 cm 3 engine capacity 

Motor cycle of over 125 crn" engine capacity 

lVlotorcars, vans, and light trucks of tare weight 
of 2,000 kg or less 

Vehicles of tare weight over 2,000 kg and with 
engines of gross power output of less than 
150kw 

Vehicles of tare weight over 2,000 kg and with 
engines of gross power output of 150 kw or more 

-----~----~~~~~~~~--~~~~~-

Noise Level dBA 

77 

82 

86 

84 

89 

92 
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SECOND SCHEDULE 
WARRANT OF FITNESS 

Reg. 85 (2) 

To be Retained by Examiner. I To be Issued to Owner. 

Make: ................................... . (Front) 
No. Regd. No .............................. . 

Speedometer 
reading: ............................. . W ARRANT OF FITNESS 

Name of owner: ................................................................. . 
Address: ................................................................................... . [Month oJ issue zn 

letters] . 
Date of Examination: 

............ / .................. / ........... . [Month of expiry 
figures]. 

[Signature of Examiner.] 

(Back) 
No ...................................................... . 
Issued by: ................................... . 

Regd. No. and Make: 

Expiry Date: 
····.·.·····/············/·········· .. 1 
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SECOND SCHEDULE-continued 

CERTIFICATE OF FITNESS 

To be Retained by Vehicle 
Inspector To be Issued to Owner. 

Registration No. .. ............................................. . 
Current Licence Label: ............................. . 
Date C. ofF. issued ......... ..;. ......... ..f ........... . 

expires ............ / ............ / ........... . 

Vehicle Inspector. 

(Front) 

Certificate of Fitness 

Reg'n No. 
Make: 

[Month 
of expiry 

~ in figures] 

(Back) 

Expires ............ / ........... / ........... . 
Issued by: 

I····················································· .................................. . 
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Pedestrian Crossing 

Traffic Regulations 1976 

THIRD SCHEDULE 

Diagram No. 1 

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING 

1331 

Reg. 91 (3) (a) 

600 
"'"mm 

600 mm 
minimum 

---- ----±-

.. 
1<-'" 
300 
mm 

~ Acontinuous line or lines 
on the roadway centre-line may 
replace the centra! bar of the 
crossing. 

Diagram No. 2 

DIAMOND PREWARNING SYMBOL FOR PEDESTRIAN CROSSING 

Reg. 93 (3) 

Diamond Prewarning Symbol for Pedestrian Crossing 
Symbol to be placed 
in the centre of traffic 
lanes approaching the 
crossing, wherever 
possible at least 50 
metres ahead of the 
crossing. 

100mm 
white lines 

I I 

~-7I 
600 mm 
minimum 
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Reg. 107 (2) 
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to shaft 
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U arrows 
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150 
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Straight Ahead 
Arrows 
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THIRD SCHEDULE-continued 

Diagram },D. 3 

LANE-USE ARROWlI 

Ri~Jht·llJrn Arrows to be reversed to indicate 
left turns. Any arrows may be combined 
with shaft lengths varied as necessary. 
Longitudinal dimensions may be increased in 
proportion for higher-speed traffic. 

E E 
E::J 
o.~ 
oc: 
~·E 

_.-L 

Right (Left) Turn 
Arrow 

150 mm 500 

~ 
I --'foomm ~ 
1 minimumr600i450Jt 

: mm mm ';T 
lEE : I 
lEE I I I 0._ 

I ~.'O I 
I '" E lE § 
lEE 

0._ 
Oc: 

I 
lEE 
lE ::J 
10.~ 
I &5.~ 

,[ 
f6oo-1 mm 
Veer Right (Left) 
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·I~omm 
___ pinimum 
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E ::J 
o.~ 
8·'0 
~E ____ -L 

Reverse Right (Left) 
Turn Arrow 
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FOURTH SCHEDULE Reg. 129 (1) 

DESCRIPTION OF TRAFFIC SIGNS 

In this Schedule-
1. All measurements are shown in millimetres. 
2. The letter "Cr)" after a colour indicates that the colour should 

either be made of retro-reflective material or be internally or 
externally illuminated so as to be clearly visible to approaching 
drivers, unless the sign has no application at night. 

3. The size of lettering and numerals is shown by 2 figures 
separated by a diagonal slash. The first figure shows the letter 
height in millimetres and the second the stroke width in 
millimetres. A complete word should be approximately 5 stroke 
widths long for every letter of the word. 

4. The width of heads of arrows should be approximately 3 times the 
maximum shaft width, and have a point with an included angle of 
approximately 600 • 

5. The dimensions shown are minima, and signs may be larger with 
dimensions increased approximately in proportion: 

Provided that signs Nos. 8, 11, 12, and 16 may be reduced to 
not less than two-thirds of the minimum specified dimensions if 
they are internally illuminated and are used in conjunction with 
traffic signals. 



Name 
of Sign 

I. Speed Limit (Normal) 

2. Speed Limit (Rural) 

3. Speed Limit (Temporary) .• 

4. Speed Limit (LSZ) 

5. Stop 

6. Give Way 

7. Supplementary Priority 

8. One Way 

FOURTH SCHEDULE-continued 

DESCRIPTION OF TRAFFIC SIGNS 

Type: Regulatory 

Border Legend 
Shape and Size Background 

Colour Colour and Width Words or Numerals 

Other requirements, associated signs, and the meaning of the sign. 

Circle, 600 mm diameter White (r) Red (r), 100 mm 

Means the highest permitted speed is the number of kilometres an hour 
shown on the sign 

Circle, 600 mm diameter White Cr) None 
Means the highest permitted speed is 80 kilometres an hour 

Speed limit in kilometre" an hour 
A small white Cr) panel b~aring the 

letters: "km/h", in black, 70/12, below 
the speed limit is optional 

Bar sinister 

A speed limit (normal) sign which shows the temporary IIpeed limit placed above-
Rectangle 750mm wide Yellow (r) None "TEMPORARY" 

200 mm high 
Means the highest permitted speed is the number of kilometres an hour shown on the sign 

Circle, 600 mm diameter White (r) Red (r), 75 mm "LSZ" 
Means the speed limit is that in a Limited Speed Zone, regulation 21 (4) 

Octagon, 675 mm wide Red (r) White (r), 25 mm "STOP" 
Reverse side of sign to be painted white. Meaning as set out in regulation 9 (1) 

Trapezium, 750 mm high, Black 
900 mm wide at top, 450 mm 
wide at bottom 

Red (r), 25 mm "GIVE" 
'·WAY" 

Reverse side of sign to be painted white. Meaning as set out in regulation 9 (2) 

Rectangular, at least 600 mm Black Red (r), 25 mm "(Destination) TRAFFIC" or "STRAIGHT 
high and 900 mm wide to AHEAD TRAFFIC" or "RIGHT 
accommodate words TURNING TRAFFIC" 

Erected above a "Stop" or "Give Way" Sign to limit its application to vehicles making a particular movement or to 
extend its application to both roadways of a divided highway 

Rectangular, 600 mm wide, Black 
825 mm high 

Red (r), 25 mm "ONE" 
"WAYII 

Horizontal arrow showing direction of flow 

Means traffic may travel only in the direction shown by the arrow on the roadway alongside which the sign is erected 

Colour and Size 

Black, 200/31 

Black, 150 mm wide 

Black, 100/14 

Black, 150/21 

White (r). 200/28 

White (r), 200/28 
White (r), 200/23 

White (r), 150/21 
or 150/19 

White (r), 150/23 
White (r), 150/2 
White (r), 55 mm 

.haft width 
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9. No Entry 

10. Wrong Way 

IL No Right Turn 

12. No Left Turn 

13. No Turns 

14. Turn Right 

15. Turn Left 

16. No U Turn 

17. Turn 

Rectangular, 825 mm wide< 675 Black Red (r), 25 mm "NO" 
mm high "ENTRY" 

Means drivers may not enter the roadway alongside which the sign is erected 

Rectangular, 825 mm wide, Red (r) White (r), 25 m "WRONG" 
600 mm high "WAY" 

Means drivers must not proceed past the sign on the roadway alongside which it is erected 

Rectangular, 750 mm wide, Black Red (r), 25 mm "NO" 
900 mm high "RIGHT" 

"TURN" 

Rectangular, 600 mm wide, Black Red (r), 25 mm "NO" 
900 mm high "LEFT" 

uTURl~" 

Rectangular, 675 mm wide, Black Red (r), 25 mm "NO" 
600 mm high "TURNS" 

Rectangular, 750 mm wide. Black Red (r), 25 mm "TURN" 
600 mm high "RIGHT" 

Rectangular, 675 mm wide, Black Red (r), 25 mm "TURN" 
600 mm high "LEFT" 

Rectangular, 600 mm wide, Black Red (r), 25 mm "NO" 
900 mm high HU" 

"TURN" 
Means drivers may not manoeuvre their vehicles so as to reverse the direction they face on the roadway 

Rectangular, 825 mm wide, Black 
750 mm high 

Means all drivers must turn to the right or to the 

Red (r), 25 mm Horizontal double-headed arrow 

"TURN" 

White (r), 200/31 
White (r), 150/23 

White (r), 150/23 
White (r). 150/21 

White frl' 200/31 
White r, 150/23 
White r, 150/21 

White (r), 200/31 
White (rl' 150/23 
White (r , 150/21 

White (rl' 200/31 
White (r , 150/21 

White (r), 150/23 
White (r), 150/23 

White (r), 150/23 
White (r), 150/23 

White (r), 200/31 
White (r), 200/31 
White (r), 150/21 

White (r), 60 mm 
shaft width with 
ver tieal stem 
below its centre 
50 mm wide. 

White (r), 200/31 
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Name 
of Sign 

18. Use Right Lane 

19. Use Left Lane 

20. Reduce to One Lane 

21. School Patrol 

22. General Regulatory 

FOURTH SCHEDULE-continued 

DESCRIPTION OF TRAFFIC SIGNs-continued 

Type: Regulatory-continued 

Shape and Size 
Background 

Colour 
\ Border 

Colour and Width 

Other requirements, associated signs, and the meaning of the sign. 

Rectangular, 675 mm wide, Black 
825 nun high 

Rectangular, 675 mm wide, Black 
825 mm high 

Rectangular, 900 mm wide} Black 
82.) mm high 

Circular, 300 mm in diameter Red (may 
fluorescent) 

Rectangular, not less than 600 Black 
mm wide and 600 mm high, 
and sufficient to comfortably 
accommodate the legend 

Red (r), 25 mm 

Red (r), 25 mm 

Red (r), 25 mm 

be None 

Red (r), 25 mm 

Legend 

Words or Numerals 

"USE" 
"RIGHT" 
"LANE" 

"USE" 
"LEFT" 
"LANE" 

"REDUCE" 
"TO ONE" 
"LANE" 

"SCHOOL PATROL" 

'STOP" 

Such words as are necessary to convey the 
restriction, prohibition or direction to 
traffic in letters 

Colour and Size 

White (r), 150/21 
White (r), 150/21 
White (r), 150/21 

White (r), 150/21 
White (r), 150/21 
White (r), 150/21 

White (r), 150/21 
White (r), 150/21 
White (r), 150/21 

White 37/5 curved 
to lie approx. 
25 mm from the 
top edge of the 
sign 

White, 110/15 

White (r), 
smaller 
100/14 

not 
than 
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23.:Keep Left (worded) 

24. Keep Left (.ymbolic) 

25. Road Closed 

26. Detour 

Rectangular, 600 mm wide Black 
825 mm high 

Red (r), 25 mm 

Means drivers facing the sign must keep to the left of it 

Rectangular, 300 mm 
600 mm high 

wide, Black Red (r), 25 mm 

Means drivers facing the sign must keep to the left of it 

Rectangular, 825 mm wide, Black Red (r), 25 mm 
600 mm high 

Means drivers must not use the roadway beyond the sign 

Rectangular, 1050 mm wide, Black 
675 mm high 

Red (r), 25 mm 

Means drivers must turn and tra'v'e1 in the direction shown by the arrow 

"KEEP" White(r) , 150 21 
"LEFT" White er), 150 2 
Arrow pointing downwards to the left, shaft 

tapering from 55 mm width. White (r) 

Two arrows, one above the other, both 
pointing downwards to the left 

"ROAD" 
"CLOSED" 

White (r) shaft 
tapering from 
60mm width 

White er), 150/21 
White er), 150/21 

"DETOUR" White (r), 200/28 
Horizontal arrow pointing in direction of White (r), shaft 

detour width 70 mm 

27. Use Left Lane Unless Passing Rectangular, 750 mm wide, Black 
700 mm high 

Red er), 25 mm "USE" White er), 100/14 
"LEFT LANE" White ~r), 100/14 

28. Stop For Red Signal 

29. No Stopping (Rural) 

Rectangular, 600 mm wide, Black 
825 mm high 

Rectangular, 975 mm 
1100 mm high 

wide. Black 

Red (r), 25 mm 

Red er), 25 mm 

"UNLESS" 
"PASSING" 

"STOP" 
"FOR" 
"RED" 
"SIGNAL" 

"NO" 
"STOPPING" 
"FOR" 
"5 KM" 
The numeral in the last line should show 

the number of kilometres to the end of 
the restriction 

White r), 100/14 
White er), 100/14 

White er). 150/21 
White (r), 100/14 
White ~rl' 100/14 
White r, 100/14 

White 
White 
White 
White 

er), 200/31 
(r), 150/21 
(r), 150/21 
(r), 150/21 

Means drivers may not stop, stand, or park thdr vehicles at any time except when required to do so by the traffic conditions 
or at the request of a traffic officer or police officer. The sign shall be repeated with the appropriate distance stated adjacent to 
each intersection. 
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Name 
of Sign 

30. Parking Time Limit 

SI. No Stopping 

FOURTH SCHEDULE-continued 

DESCRIPTION OF TRAFFIC SIGNs--continued 

Type: Parking 

Border Legend 
5hape and Size 

Background 
Colour 

Colour and Width Words or Numerab I Colour and Sizo 

Other requirements, associated signs, and the meaning of the sign. 

Rectangular, 300 mm wide Yellow Red 15 mm up" 
450 mm high "40" (or such other numeral(s) as are 

necessary to show the maximum parking 
time permitted in minutes 

Additional words such as "DAY or NIGHT" 
(to indicate that the restriction is con .. 
tinuous), or words and numerals to define 
the period of application, in letters at least 
50/5, black, may appear below the 
reference to the maximum permitted 
parking time. 

A siogle or double headed arrow of 15 mm 
shaft width, black, may be placed 
either on the bottom of the sign or on a 
supplementary panel below the sign. 

Means drivers may not leave their vehicles parked for longer than the number of minutes shown on the sign 

Rectangular, 300 mm 
450 mm high 

wide, Yellow Red,15mm UNO" 
"STOPPING" 
Additional words such as "DAY or NIGHT" 

(to indicate that the restriction is 
continuous), or words and numerals to 
define the period of application, in letters 
at least 50/5, black, may appear below 
UNo Stopping". 

In addition a single or double headed 
arrow of 15 mm shaft width, black, may 
be placed either on the bottom of the 
sign or on a supplementary panel below 
the sign. 

Means drivers may not stop, stand, or park their vehicles at the kerb except when required to do so by traffic con
ditions or at the request of a traffic officer or police officer 

Black, 15~21 
Black 100 14 

Black,50/6 
Black,50/5 
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32. Clearway 

S3. (I) Supplementary 

(2) Supplementary Clear
way 

34. Area Parking Sign 

35. Combination Sign 

Rectangular 600 mm 
450 mm high 

wide. White but with red 
panel 200 mm 
high and at I.ast 
150 mm wide to
wards left bottom 
ofsign. 

Red (r), 15 mm "CLEARWAY" 
flC" 

"7-9AM" } 
"4_8.30 PM" 
(or such other time or times as the restriction 

applies) toward. the bottom right of the 
sign 

Means ,topping, standing, or parking of vehicles is prohibited during the hours stated except on a Saturday or holiday 
(unless a supplementary sign specifies other days) 

Rectangular, at least 300 mm Yellow 
wide, 100 mm high. or 
more if necessary to 
accommodate the legend 
comfortably 

Red,I5mm "AT ALL TIMES", "DAY OR NIGHT", 
"THIS SIDE OF THE ROAD" or 
similar words to indicate the period or 
area to which tlie sign applies 

Placed below a Parking Sign to modify its period of application or to descrihe the area to which it applies 

Black, 75/11 
White. in red panel, 

150/21 
Black,75/9 

Black, at lea.t 50/6 

Rectangular, at least 450 mm wide, White 
175 mm high, or more if neces-

Red, 15 mm "BEGINS" or "ENDS" or other word. to Black, 75/11 
indicate the area of application 

sary to accommodate the legend 
comfortably 

Placed below a "Clearway" sign to describe the area to which applicable 

Rectangular, 300 mm wide. Yellow Red, 15 mm "P" 
450 mm high "40" or other time limit in minutes 

"IN THIS" 
uAREAn 

Means the maximum time a vehicle may be parked in the off·street parking area where it is erected is the number of 
minutes shown on the sign 

Rectangular, 450 mm 
670 mm high 

wide, Yellow in top left Red, 15 mm 
portion, black in 
bottom right por-
tion meeting at a 
diagonal line divi-
ding the sign into 
approximately eq-
ual areas 

In black letters on the yellow background 
such restriction as applies during limitetl 
hours and the hours of application 

In yellow letten and numerals the restriction 
that applies outside the hours shown on the 
yellow background 

Used to indicate 2 parking restrictions that apply to the lame section of road at different times of the day 

Black, 100/14 
Black, 100/14 
Black,50/6 
Black, 50/6 

In both cases letter 
height and stroke 
width .hall be 
that appropriate 
to a parking sign 
of the type Ipeci
fied elsewhere in 
this section for 
the restriction 
imposed 
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36. lIus Stop 

Name 
of Sign 

37 Taxi Stand 

38. Loading Zone 

Shape and Size 

FOURTH SCHEDULE-continued 
DESCRIPTION OF TRAFFIC SIGNs-continued 

Type: Parking-continued 

Background 
Colour \ Border 

Colour and Width 

Legend 

Words or Numerals 

Other requirements, associated signs, and the meaning of the sign. 

Rectangular, 300 mm wide, Yellow Red~ 15 mm "BUS" 
450 mm high "STOP" 

The words "KEEP" 
"CLEAR" 

may appear below "BUS STOP" 
A supplementary sign showing the bus 

company or the routes for which the stop 
is reserved may be placed immediately 
above or below the sign 

Below the above wording additional 
words or numerals may appear to define 
the period of application, in letters at least 
50/5, black. 

Means vehicles other than buses may not stop or park in the area marked out 

Rectangular, 
450 m high 

300 mm wide, Yellow Red,15mm "TAXI" 
"STAND" 
The words "KEEP" 

"CLEAR" 
may appear below "TAXI STAND" 

Below the above wording additional 
words or numerals may appear to define 
the period of application, in letters at least 
50/5, black. 

Means vehicles other than taxis may not stop or park in the area marked Ollt 

Rectangular 300 mm wide, Yellow Red, 15 mm "LOADING" 
450 mm high "ZONE" 

Means vehicles may stop in the area marked out only to load or unload goods or passengers 

39. Good. Vehicle Loadinr Zone Rectangular, 300 mm 
450 mm high 

wide, Yellow Red,15mm "LOADING" 
"ZONE" 
"GOODS" 
"VEHICLES" 
"ONLY" 

Below the above wording additional 
words or llumerals may appear to define 
the period of applicatioll) in letters at least 
50/5, black. 

Means the area marked out is reserved for goods-service vehicles being loaded or unloaded only 

I Colour and Size 

Black, at least 50/7 
Black, at least 50/7 
Black,50/7 
Black,50/7 

Black at least 50/7 
Black: at least 50/7 
Black,50/1 
Black,50/7 

Black, at least 50/7 
Black, at least 50/7 

Black,50/7 
Black,50/7 
Black,50/7 
Black,50/6 
Black,50/6 
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Type: Warning 
---------------------------------------_._--_._-----_. 
41. Accident 

41. Warning Triangle 

42. Temporary Warning 

45. Pedestrian CrOlling 

44. Supplementary Sch",,1 

+5. Curve •• 

+6. Advisory Speed •• 

Rectangular, 975 mm wide, Black 
275 mm high 

Yellow (r), 25 mm "ACCIDENT" White (r), 150/21 

Triangular with equal length None or White Red (r), 37 nun None 
oides, 325 mm long, the hori-
zontal one at the bottom 

Means vehicle disabled by breakdown or accident ahead. May be placed on side oC roadway by any road user 

Rectangular, at leasl 600 mm Black 
wide. 450 mm high 

Border and letters reflectorised if used at nighl 

Diamond, 600 mm square Black 

Means pedestrian crossing ahead 

Yellow, 25 mm 

Yellow (r), IS mm 

Such words as are appropriate to warn 'White, at least 
drivers oC road hazards, road works. or 150/21 
workmen 

Symbol of a pedestrian crossing with 8 barl White (r) 
and a centre line seen in perspectiTe 

Rectangular, 600 mm wide, Black Yellow, IS mm "SCHOOL" White, 100/1+ 
225 mm high 

Erecled below a "Pedestrian Crossing" sign 10 indicate thal the crossing is mainly used by school children. Border and 
letters reflectorised if used by school children or adull classes at night. 

. . Diamond, 600 mm square Black 

Rectangular, 750 mm wide, Black 
300 mm high 

Yellow (r), 15 mm 

Yellow (r), 15 mm 

Erected below a curve sign showing the road alignment ahead 

Arrow, commencing vertical and curved to White (r), 56 mm 
approximately represent the road align- shaft width 
menl and change(s) in direction. 

"60 km/h" White (r) 
Numerals to show the comfortable cornering 

speed to the nearest 10 km/h in 150/23 
numerals. "km/h" in 100/14 letters 
with the "h" dropped 22 mm 
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Name 
of Sign 

47. Intersection 

48. Concealed Exit 

Shape and Size 

FOURTH SCHEDULE-continued 

DESCRIPTION OF TRAFFIC SIGNs-continued 

Type: Warning-continued 

Background 
Colour 

I Border 

Colour and Width 

Other requirementsJ associated signs, and the meaning of the sign. 

Legend 

Words or Numerals Colour and Size 

Diamond, 600 mm square Black Yellow (r), 15 mm Arrow, 56 mm shaft width to indicate White (r) 
major road. This may have 2 arrow 
heads if the sign is erected on a minor 
road. Minor roads shown by stems 40 mm 
wide. The roadway on which the sign is 
erected shall be represen ted by a vertical 
shaft or stem at the bottom of the sign. 

A combination of intersection(s} and curve may be shown by a curve in the arrow shaft and. if necessary, an advisory 
.peed sign erected below the Intersection sign 

Rectangular, 750 mm wide, Black Yellow (r), 15 mm "CONCEALED" White (r), lOO/a 
225 mm high 

Erected below an "Intersection" sign to mean that side-road vehicles have very restricted visibility of approaching traffic 

49. Level Crossing Near Inter- Diamond, 600 mm square 
section 

Black Yellow (r), 15 mm "Intersection" symbol as on an "Inter- White (r) 
section" sign with the railway line shown 
as a 25 mm wide shaft crossed by 25 mm 
wide bars 100 mm long and 50 mm apart 

50. Railway Crossing "Crossbuck" consisting of onc White (r) None "CROSSING" on front board 
board 1500 mm long by 30 mm "RAIL" "WAY" on rear board 
wide, sloping downwards to 
the right at 30° to the hori-
zontal in front of a similar 
board of the same size sloping 
downwards to the left at 30° 
to the horizontal 

To he erected on all roads crossed by a railway. Means railway level crossing ahead 

Black,200/31 
Black, 200/21 
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51. Railway 

52. Lane Reduction •• 

53. Rotary Junction .. 

54. Low Clearance Ahead 

Rectangular 900 mm wide, White (r) None "RAILWAY" Black, 175/24 
275 mm high 

The following supplementary signs should be used if there is more than one railway track. They are to be placed below 
the "Railway" sign: 

Rectangular, 175 mm wide, White (r) None Numb" of tracks Black, 150/21 
225 mm high 

Rectangular, 525 mm wide, White (r) None "TRACKS" Black, 100/14 
175 mm high 

•• Diamond, 750 mm .quare Black Yellow (r), 25 mm 

Means that the road narrows and the number of lanes is reduced 

Diamond, 600 mm square Black Yellow (r), 15 mm 

Means rotary junction or roundabout ahead 

Diamond, 600 mm square Black Yellow (r), 15 mm 

Two vertical bars 40 mm wide representing White (r) 
the sides of the road-one with a bent 
shape to represent the alignment of the 
side of the road, plus dotted vertical 
lines 25 mm wide to represent the lane 
lines. 

Three arrows of 45 mm shaft width arranged White (r) 
to form a circle approx. 200 mm in 
radius. The first arrow shall have a short 
vertical shaft at the bottom of the sign 
before forming part of the circle. 

Vertical arrow pointing upwards 

Figures showing minimum clearance 
metres 

White (r) 55 mm 
shaft 

in White figures 150/ 
21, letter 75 mm 
loop height /17. 
white (r) 

Vertical arrow pointing downwards 

MCBllI that vehicle! exceeding the height shown should Dot use the road where the sign is erected 

White (r), 55 mm 
shaft 
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Name 
of Sign 

55. Low Clearance 

56. (I) Children (symbolic) 

(2) Children Crossing 

57. Diverging Traffic 

58. General Permaoent 

59. Please Give Way •• 

Shape and Size 

FOURTH SCHEDULE-continued 

DESCRIPTION OF TRAFFIC SIGNs-continued 

Type: Warning-continued 

Legend 
Ba&~~~d \ Boro~ 

Colour and Width Words or, Numerals 

Other requirements, associated signs, and the meaning of the sign. 

Rectangular, at least 800 mm Black 

wide. 600 mm hiah 

Yellow (r), 25 mm Figures showing mmlmUnl clearance in 
metres above a downward pointing arrow 

Means the clearance under the structure on which the sign is erected is the height .hown. 

Diamond 600 mm square Black Yellow (r), 15 mm 
Means that children are frequently on or crossing the roadway 

Symbol of 2 walking children 

f Colour and Size 

White (r) (with 
figures showing 
minimum cIeaw 
rance in metres) 
figure. 200/28, 
letter 100 mm 
loop height/23 

White (r) downward 
pointing arrow 
with 61 mm shaft 
and 300 mm wide 
head 

Whlte (r) 

Rectangular, 900 mm wide, Yellow or Orange None "CHILDREN" Black 150/21 
600 mm high fluorescent "CROSSING" Black, 150/21 

To be displayed close to a school only during the times that children are likely to be crossing the road and removed, closed, 
or covered at other times 

Rectangular, 550 mm" wide, Black 
310 mm high 

Diamond, at least 600 mm Black 
square 

Yellow (r), 20 mm Two arrows pointing downwards and outw ""'bite (r) , 60 mm 
wards at 45° to the vertical shaft 

Yellow (r), at least Such words as are necessary to concisely White (r), at least 
15 mm aod accurately inform the driver of the 100/14 

nature of a hazard ahead in letters 

Rectangular, 600 mm wide. Black Yellow (r), 15 mm "PLEASE" 
450 mm high "GIVE WAY" 

White (r), 100/12 
White (r), 100/12 

To be erected under a General Permaoent Warning Sign reading "ONE LANE BRIDGE" at the approach to that end 
of the bridge from which the better view of the other approach is obtained 
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60. Pedestrians and Cycles Pro... Rectangular, 375 mm wide, Blue 
hibited 350 mm high 

61. Pedestrian Regulatory Rectangular, at least 300 mm Blue 
wide and 300 mm high and 
sufficient to comfortably ac
commodate the legend 

Type: Pedestrian 

Red,15mm 

Red, 15 mm 

62. Pedestrian Advisory Rectangular, 300 mm 
450 mm high 

wide, Top 100 mm white, \Vhite, la mm 
remainder Green 

63. Free Turn Rectangular, 600 mm wide, Black 
750 mm high 

Type: Information 

White (r), 20 mm 

"PEDESTRIANS" 
"AND CYCLES" 
"PROHIBITED" 

"No Fishing from Bridge" or such other 
words as are necessary to convey the 
restrictioD j prohibition or direction to 
pedestrians 

"PEDESTRIANS" 
in the top 1 00 mm panel 

"!\tray Cross Diagonally During 'Cross' " or 
such other words as convey the required 
advice or information to pedestrians 

"FREE" 
"TURN" 
Horizontal arrow pointing left or right 

Means that drivers may make a turn in the direction indicated by the arrow irrespective of the indication of nearby traffic 
signals, provided they give way to all other traffic 

64. Stack Destination Rectangular, of such dimensions 
as are necessary to comfortably 
accommodate the legend 

Black. but divided 
into up to 3 hori~ 
zontal panels by 
20 mm white (r) 
bars 

White (r), 20 mm Up to 2 destinations in upper case white (r) 
letters 100/14. in urban areas, or 150/21 in 
rural areas, in each panel. Plus a vertical 
or horizontal arrow with a tapered shaft 
of 35 mm (urban), 55 mm (rural) 
maximum width, white (r) to indicate the 
direction of the destinations in that panel. 

Wherever practicable not more than 4 
destinations should be shown on anyone 
~ign 

White, 50/5 
White, 50/5 
White, 50/5 

White upper case 
letters not smal
ler than 50/5 

Green 50/5 

White upper case 
letters, not smal
ler than 50/5 

White (r), 150/21 
White (r), 150/21 
White (r), 56 mm 

shaft width 
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Name 
of Sign 

65. Finl(erpost 

66. State Highway Route Signs 

67. ReBectorised Information .• 

FOURTH SCHEDULE-continued 

DESCRIPTION OF TRAFFIC SIGNs-continued 

'rype: Information-continued 

Shape and Size Background 
Colour 

Border 

Colour and Width 

Other requirements, associated signs, and the meaning of the sign. 

Rectangular with blunt·pointed Yellow 
end, 1000 mm wide, 225 mm 
high 

Nil 

Such signs as may be specified by the National Roads Board from time to time. 

RectanguJar, of such size as is Black 
necessary to accornmcdate a 
legend eas!;'\/' read by passing 
drivers at the normal speeds 
in the area 

White (r) 

Legend 

Words or Numerals 

Destination in direction~sign points in 
black upper case letters at least 100/9. 
In addition a distance in kilometres, or, 
in the case of a road name, the words 
"NO EXIT" in 50/1 letters or figures 
may be added. 

Such words in white (r) upper case letters 
as are necessary to convey the required 
information to the driver. The words 
"THANK YOU" should be used at the 
end of areas where temporary warning 
signs arc erected, to indicate the end of the 
temporary hazard, or in the case of road 
works, the words "WORKS END" 

68. UnreBectorised Information Rectangular,,, 'th one vertical Yellow None Such words in black upp.r case letters, 
generally at least 100[12, which are 
necessary to convey the required infor
mation to the driver. 

siCe eXlended to make anoint 
where h is de:."' able to bdicate 
a direct:on, of such s::.e as .is 
necessary to accommodate a 
legend easily read by passing 
drivers at normal speeds in 
the area 

Colour and Size 
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69. School Bus 

70. Oversize Vehicle or Load .• 

71. Piloting .• 

72. Long Vehicle 

Type: Vehicle Mounted 

Either-
(1) Rectangular. 1200 mm Yellow fluorescent Black, 25 mm "SCHOOL BUS" Black, 150/21 

wide, 300 mm high; or 
(2) Rectangular, 825 mm Yellow fluorescent Black, 25 mm "SCHOOL" Black 150/21 

wide, 300 mm high 
A si!!" of either type must he displayed both at the front facing forwards and at the rear facing rearwards of every school 

bus bemg used for the following purposes: 
(a) Exclusively for the carriage (in addition to the driver) of school children to or from school whether with or without 

their teachers· 
(b) Principally for the carriage of school children to or from a school function 
The rear sign shall be at least 1.8 metres above the ground and in the centre line, or to the right thereof, of the school bus. 

Rectangular, 1000 mm wide, Yellow or Orange, Black "LONG", "LARGE" or "WIDE" Black, 150/19 
300 mm high, or larger to may be fluorescent "LOAD" or "VEHICLE" Black, 150/19 
accommodate the necessary 
legend 

If used at night, the dimensions should be as above but the colours as below 
Black White (r) White (r) 

As above, but 500 mm high and with the word "FOLLOWS", in size 150/19, added below the legend of the appropriate 
oversize 

Rectangular 450 mm wide, White (r) 
400 mm high, or 750 mm 
wide, 200 mm high 

None "12 mU (or such other number as indicates 
the approximate length of the vehicle or 
combination in metres) 

"LONG" 
This sign may be displayed at the right side of the rear of vehicles or combinations exceeding 12 m in length 

Black, 150/21 

Black, 100/14 
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Reg. 138 (1) FIFTH SCHEDULE 

REGULATIONS AND NOTICES REVOKED 
REGULATIONS REVOKED 

Title Serial No. 

The Traffic Regulations 1956 (Reprinted with Amendments Nos. to 1956/217 
16, S.R. 1968/32) 

The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 1 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 2 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 3 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 4 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 5 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 7 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 8 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 9 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 10 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 11 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 12 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 15 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 17 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 18 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 19 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 20 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 21 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 22 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 23 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 24 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 26 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 28 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 29 
The Traflic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 30 
The Traffic Regulations 1956, Amendment No. 31 

NOTICES AND WARRANTS REVOKED 

NOTICE OR WARRANT 

Notice dated 29 February 1928 Approving Symbols for Traffic 
Signs of Class C 

Warrant dated 29 March 1945 Approving Provi,;on of 
Additional Indication of Presence and Position of Authorised 
Pedestrian ~rossings 

Warrant dated 14 July 1952 approving Provision of Additional 
Indications of the Presence and Position of Pedestrian 

Crossings 
Notice dated 24 December 1957 Prescribing Form of 

Combined "No Stopping" and "Parking" Sign 
Warrant dated 26 April 1962 Prescribing Form of Combined 

"Bus Stop" and "Parking" Sign 
Notice dated 20 June 1963 Approving Indication of School

patrol Crossing 
Notice dated 6 April 1966 Prescribing Form of "No Right 

Turn" Sign 
The Traffic Signs Notice 1966 
The Traffic Signs Notice 1966, Amendment No. 1 

1957/252 
1958/115 
1959/44 
1960/27 
1960/135 
1962/86 
1963/67 
1963/224 
1964/85 
1964/119 
1964/208 
1967/28 
1969/54 
1969/115 
1970/157 
1970/272 
1971/117 
1972/83 
1972/252 
1973/95 
1973/316 
1974/273 
1974/323 
1975/195 
1976/153 

Gazette Reference or 
Serial Number 

Gazette, 1 March 1928, 
p.613 

Gazette, 12 April 1945, 
p. 389 

Gazette, 24 July 1952, 
p. 1249 

Gazette, 16 January 
1958, p. 49 

Gazette, 3 May 1962, 
p. 694 

Gazette, 27 June 
1963, p. 883 

Gazette, 26 May 1966, 
p. 347 

1966/105 
1970/82 

P. G. MILLEN, 
Clerk of the Executive Council. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 
This note is not part of the regulations, but is intended to indicate their 

general effect. 

These regulations which are to come into force on 1 February 1977, consolidate 
with amendments the Traffic Regulations 1956 and the amendments of those 
regulations. 

The 1956 regulations have been rearranged, particularly those relating to 
driving rules, and in some cases have been redrafted so as to express in simpler 
language the obligations of motor drivers and others. 

The principal ohanges are as follows: 
( 1 ) Regulations 4 to 8 replace the former provisions relating to keeping to the 

left, driving in lanes, changing direction, and overtaking, and take into account 
more fully the marking of lanes on roads, and define more particularly the 
circumstances under which different lanes may be used. Regulation 7 includes a 
provision requiring vehicles turning to the right to move to the centre of the 
road in all cases, but permits a driver, in the interests of safety, to move to tllie 
side of the road and stop before making a turn. 

(2) Regulation 9 replaces the former provisions relating to a driver's obligations 
to give way at intersections. Subclauscs (1) and (2) prescribe without material 
change the former provisions relating to stop signs and give way signs, and 
subclauses (3) and (4) re-enact the right-hand rule in simpler form but without 
altering its effect, except that subclause (4) (b) provides that a driver turning 
left must give way to a vehicle crossing the intersection from the opposite 
direction and turning to its right. The give way to the right provisions also apply 
where both vehicles are at stop signs or are both at give-way signs or are both 
turning right. 

(3) Regulation 12 amends the former provisions relating to pedestrian crossings, 
and permits a driver to pass over a pedestrian crossing that is being used by a 
pedestrian provided he passes over the crossing at least 4 m in front of the 
pedestrian. 

(4) Regulation 14 permits narrow and slow-moving invalid carriages to be 
driven on the footpath. 

(5) Regulation 15 extends the former requirements as to drivers' signals, and 
requires signals to be given when changing lanes or turning left. 

(6) Regulation 18 rewrites the former provisions as to traffic signals in the 
form of lights, in order to apply to the design of traffic signals now commonly 
in use. 

(7) Regulation 21 brings together the former provisions as to speed limits. 
A general open road speed limit of 80 kilometres an hour is fixed. 

(8) Regulation 22 relates to stopping and following dis~nces. Subclause (4) 
is a new provision prescribing the minimum distances to be observed by motor 
vehicles following other vehicles. 

(9) Regulation 28 replaces the former provisions relating to the emission of 
smoke or vapour, and includes a new provision in subclause (2) specifying the 
method of measuring smoke or vapour. 

(10) Regulation 29 relates to noise, and includes a new provision that from 'a 
date to be fixed by the Minister of Transport new vehicles are to comply with 
the standards set out in the First Schedule. 

( 11) Regulation 49 includes a new provision empowering the Secretary for 
Transport to issue permits for excess loads, even though the vehicle does not 
travel beyond the boundary of the district of one local authority. 

(12) Part VII relates to vehicle equipment, and some of the former provisions 
have been re-written in order to conform to equipment normally fitted to recent 
models of motor vehicles. In particular, lighting standards which are now in 
practice fitted to recent models are made compulsory for all new vehicles, but 
existing vehicles are not affected. 

(13) Regulation 63 (3) requires new heavy motor vehicles (except trailers) 
exceeding 9.2 m in length to be equipped with additional direction-indicator lamps. 

( 14) Regulation 64 requiries new 2-axled trailers and articulated vehicles 
exceeding, in each case, 9.2 m in length to carry additional side lamps, and also 
requires certain classes of motor vehicles to be equipped with lamps on the cab 
roof. 

(15) Regulation 73 includes a new requirement that an windows of new vehicles 
and all replacement glazing of existing vehicles must be of safety glass. 

(16) Regulations 84- and 85 replace the former provisions relating to the 
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issue of warrants of fitness, and extend them to certificates of fitness also. Regu
la tion 84 (8) is new, and requires testing au thori ties to keep a record of all 
warrants of fitness issued within the preceding 6 months. 

(17) Part X, relating to traffic islands and road markings, is mainly new. 
It replaces the former provisions relating to safety zones, and prescribes the 
requirements to be followed by controlling authorities in the creation of traffic 
islands, lane-usage markings, warnings of stop signs and give-way signs, no
atopping lines, special parking areas, and no-passing lines. 

(18) Part XI, relating to traffic signals, is new, and prescribes the requirements 
to be followed by controlling authorities in the erection of traffic signals. 

(19) Part XII replaces, with considerable amendment, the provisions of Part X 
of the 1956 regulations relating to traffic signs. Signs are divided into the following 
classes: 

(a) Regulatory signs. 
(b) Parking signs. 
( c) Warning signs. 
(d) Pedestrian signs. 
(e) Information signs. 
(f) Vehicle-mounted signs. 

The various signs are no longer described by diagrams in the regulations 
themselves, but descriptions of the signs appear in the Fourth Schedule, which 
prescribes the colours to be used and the minimum dimensions of t1he signs and 
of letters and numerals used. These descriptions follow those of the National 
Roads Board Traffic Signs Manual, and will enable controlling authorities to use 
that manual in providing traffic signs. 

(20) Regulation 136 (offences) includes the following new offences: 
(a) With intent to deceive, displaying on a motor vehicle any altered warrant 

of certificate or certificate of fitness or other document issued under the 
regulations (para. (c)). The former provision related only to the person 
making the alteration. 

(b) Failing to comply with the directions given by any traffic sign or road 
marking duly erected or made, or doing any act prohibited by such a 
sign or marking (para. (f). 

Issued under the authority of the Regulations Act 1936. 
Date of notification in Gazette: 12 August 1976. 
These regulations are administered in the Ministry of Transport. 


