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1975/88 

THE VENEREAL DISEASES REGULATIONS 1964, 
AMENDMENT NO. 1 

DENIS BLUNDELL, Governor-General 

ORDER IN COUNCIL 

At the Government Buildings at Wellington this 1st day of April 1975 

Present: 

THE HON. R. J. TIZARD PRESIDING IN COUNCIL 

PURSUANT to the Health Act 1956, His Excellency the Governor
General, acting by and with the advice and consent of the Executive 
Council, hereby makes the following regulations. 

REGULATIONS 

1. Title and commencement-(I) These regulations may be cited as 
the Venereal Diseases Regulations 1964, Amendment No. 1, and shall 
be read together with and deemed part of the Venereal Diseases 
Regulations 1964* (hereinafter referred to as the principal regulations). 

(2) These regulations shall come into force on the 28th day after 
the date of their notification in the Gazette. 

2. Interpretation-The principal regulations are hereby amended by 
revoking regulation 2, and substituting the following regulation: 

"2. In these regulations, unless the context otherwise requires,-
" 'Pathologist' means a medical practitioner registered as a patholo

gist under the Medical Practitioners (Registration of 
Specialists) Regulations 1971 t: 

"'Venereal disease' means gonorrhoea, gonorrhoeal ophthalmia, 
syphilis, soft chancre, venereal warts, or venereal granuloma." 

3. Syphilis-The principal regulations are hereby amended by revoking 
regulation 3, and substituting the following regulation: 

"3. (1) Every person who is suffering from syphilis suffers from 
syphilis in a communicable form for the purposes of these regulations 
unless-

*S.R. 1964/209 
tS.R. 1971/79 
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"(a) Where the person has received a course of full and adequate 
treatment, all the serological tests described in subclause (2) 
of this regulation have given a negative result; or 

"(b) Where the person has not received a course of full and adequate 
treatment, he is free from signs of the disease and a period of 
5 years has elapsed since the symptoms were first manifested, 
or, if the person has manifested no symptoms of the disease, 
since the infection was first otherwise discovered. 

"(2) The serological tests referred to in paragraph (a) of subclause 
(1) of this regulation are-

"(a) Examinations of blood by a pathologist, or other person approved 
for the purpose by the Director-General, once in every month 
for a period of 6 months, and thereafter once in each of the 
next two succeeding periods of 3 months, and thereafter once 
in each of the next two succeeding periods of 6 months: 

"(b) A cerebra-spinal fluid examination by a pathologist or other 
person so approved, conducted after the last of the examina
tions referred to in paragraph (a) of this subcIause has been 
made." 

4. Gonorrhoea-Regulation 4 (1) of the principal regulations is 
hereby amended by omitting from paragraph (b) the words "medical 
practitioner recognised as a pathologist for the purposes of the Social 
Security (Laboratory Diagnostic Services) Regulations 1946, or the 
Medical Superintendent of a public hospital", and substituting the 
word "pathologist". 

5. Duties of medical practitioner-Regulation 6 of the principal 
regulations is hereby amended by inserting, after subcIause (1), the 
following subcIause: 

"(lA) Where any medical practitioner has reason to believe that a 
person, whom he is or has been treating for syphilis, gonorrhoea, or 
soft chancre in a communicable form, has had, within the period 
during which he was probably infected, intimate sexual contact with a 
person whose name, address, or description is supplied to the medical 
practitioner, or of which he otherwise becomes aware, the medical 
practitioner may send to the Medical Officer of Health a notice in 
form lA in the Schedule to these regulations." 

6. Powers of Medical Officer of Health-The principal regulations 
are hereby amended by revoking regulation 7, and substituting the 
following regulation: 

"7. (1) Whenever the Medical Officer of Health has reason to believe 
that any person may be suffering from syphilis, gonorrhoea, or soft 
chancre in a communicable form (whether or not a notice in respect 
of that person has been given as provided by subclause (I) or subclause 
(lA) of regulation 6 of these regulations) he may give to such person a 
notice in form 3 in the Schedule to these regulations, requiring him to 
submit himself for examination to a medical practitioner, and to forward 
to the Medical Officer of Health a medical certificate as to the state of 
his health in relation to venereal disease. The certificate referred to in 
the notice as enclosed therewith shall be in form 4 in the said Schedule. 
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"( 2) Notwithstanding anything in sub clause (1) of this regulatior:, 
where the disease specified in the notice referred to in that subclause IS 

syphilis, the notice shall require the person to whom it is given to 
submit himself to the medical practitioner for one further examination 
(in addition to the examination referred to in that subclause), if called 
upon to do so by the medical practitioner, on such date or within such 
period as the medical practitioner may specify, for the purpose of 
enabling the medical practitioner to determine whether or not that 
person is suffering from syphilis. 

"( 3) A certificate for the purposes of subclause (1) of this regulation 
shall be provided on request free of charge to the person to whom it 
relates by the Medical Superintendent of any public hospital, or by 
the Medical Officer in charge of any venereal disease clinic established 
by any hospital board or by the Department of Health. 

"( 4) Where the certificate given under sub clause (1) of this regula
tion does not provide sufficient information to satisfy the Medical Officer 
of Health as to the state of health in relation to venereal disease of the 
person referred to in the certificate, the Medical Officer of Health may 
require the person, by a notice in form 5 in the Schedule to these 
regulations, to submit himself for examination to a medical practitioner 
nominated by the Medical Officer of Health, and to obtain a certificate 
from such medical practitioner." 

7. Powers of Medical Officer of Health-Regulation 9 (1) of the 
principal regulations (as amended by section 7 of the Decimal Currency 
Act 1964) is hereby amended by omitting the words "the sum of $1", 
and substituting the words "a sum from time to time approved by the 
Minister of Finance for the purposes of this subclause". 

8. Fonns-( l) The Schedule to the principal regulations is hereby 
amended-

(a) By inserting, after form 1, the form lA set out in the Schedule to 
these regulations: 

(b) By revoking form 2, and substituting the form 2 set out in the 
Schedule to these regulations: 

(c) By revoking form 3, and substituting the form 3 set out in the 
Schedule to these regulations: 

(d) By adding the form 5 set out in the Schedule to these regu
lations. 

(2) The Schedule to the principal regulations is hereby further 
amended by inserting in form 4, after the words "My findings were 

.... ", the following paragraph: 
"I am arranging a further serological test for syphilis 

or 
This is the second certificate in form 4 in respect of this patient. 
[If first test is positive, delete this paragraph. If first test is negative, 

delete inapplicable alternative.}" 

9. Savings-Notwithstanding anything in these regulations, regulations 
3 and 7 of the principal regulations shall continue to apply in respect of 
any person who is undergoing medical treatment for syphilis at the 
commencement of these regulations as if these regulations had not been 
made. 
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"Form lA 
NOTIFICATION OF CONTACT 

Under the Venereal Diseases Regulations 1964 

CONFIDENTIAL 
To the Medical Officer of Health, . 

1975/68 

PURSUANT to the provisions of the Venereal Diseases Regulations 1964, 
I hereby notify you that I have reason to believe that [Name, address, 
and occupation] who is or has been under treatment by me for [Specify 
disease] had intimate sexual contact within the period during which he 
(or she) was probably infected, being the period from or about [Insert 
date] to or about [Insert date], with [Insert particulars of name(s), 
address(es) land description(s) of person(s) referred to so far as such 
particulars are known]. 

*I have the following additional reason(s) to believe that the said 
[Insert name or description of suspect] is probably suffering from the 
said disease [Insert reason (s)]. 

Dated at this. day of . 19. 

Reg. 6 (3) 

*Delete if inapplicable. 

"Form 2 

WARNING 

Medical Practitioner." 

Under the Venereal Diseases Regulations 1964 

TAKE notice that you are suffering from an infectious venereal disease, 
namely [Specify disease]. 

Under the provisions of the Health Act 1956 and the Venereal 
Diseases Regulations 1964: 

(a) You are required to receive medical treatment until pronounced 
cured: 

(b) If at any time you change your medical adviser, you should 
notify your former adviser; otherwise your name, address, 
occupation, and condition of health are required to be notified 
to the Medical Officer of Health. If you continue treatment, 
no such notice is required to be given, and the fact that you 
are undergoing treatment remains confidential: 

(c) Until further notice, you are required to attend for further 
treatment as follows: 

[Insert directions] 
(d) If you fail to continue treatment as required an order for your 

detention in hospital may be issued and legal proceedings can 
be taken against you: 

(e) [In cases where patient is not married.] You are hereby expressly 
warned against marrying until you have been medically 
certified as cured: 
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(f) You are also expressly warned against having intimate sexual 
contact with any other person until you have been medically 
certified as cured. If you knowingly infect another person with 
a venereal disease you may be imprisoned for a term of up to 
12 months and fined a sum up to $200: 

(g) If you are suffering from syphilis and have any children, you 
should have them examined as soon as possible and carry out 
instructions regarding any necessary treatment for them: 

(h) While suffering from syphilis, gonorrhoea, or soft chancre in a 
communicable form you must not engage, except with the 
approval of the medical practitioner treating you or of the 
Medical Officer of Health, in employment whereby any food 
for consumption by others or any food utensils are exposed 
to infection or are likely to be infected: 

(i) While suffering from syphilis, gonorrhoea, or soft chancre in a 
communicable form you must not engage in employment for 
hire or reward in any occupation involving the care of children 
under 5 years of age. 

Dated at this day of . 19 .. 

Medical Practitioner." 

"Form 3 Reg. 7 (1) 

NOTICE REQUIRING PERSON TO FURNISH MEDICAL CERTIFICATE IN 
RELATION TO VENEREAL DISEASE 

Under the Venereal Diseases Regulations 1964 

CONFIDENTIAL 

To ....... , of .. . 
WHEREAS I have reason to believe that you may be suffering from 
venereal disease, namely in a communicable form: 

Now therefore, pursuant to the powers conferred on me by the 
Venereal Diseases Regulations 1964, I do require you-

(a) To submit yourself forthwith to a registered medical practitioner 
for examination; and 

(b) If the venereal disease specified above is syphilis, and the regis
tered medical practitioner so requires, to submit yourself to 
him for a further examination on a date or within a period to 
be fixed by him; and 

(c) To forward to me, a~ soon as practicable after each such 
examination, a medical certificate on the enclosed form as to 
the state of your health in relation to venereal disease. 

[NOTE: For the purposes of this notice a medical certificate may be 
obtained free of charge from the Medical Superintendent of any public 
hospital, or from the Medical Officer in charge of any clinic for the 
treatment of venereal diseases established by the Department of Health, 
or by any hospital board.] 
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You are hereby informed that if you fail to produce a medical certi
ficate as herein required you may be committed to a public hospital 
or other suitable place, and may be detained there for examination and 
treatment. 

Dated at this , ..... day of .. 19 ... , ....... . 

Medical Officer of Health." 

Reg. 7 (3) "Form 5 
NOTICE REQunUNG PERSON TO BE EXAMINED BY NOMINATED MEDICAL 

PRACTITIONER 
Under the Venereal Diseases Regulations 1964 

CONFIDENTIAL 

To .. , .. , of ....... . 
*WHEREAS I have received a certificate (or certificates) relating to you 
in form 4 of the Schedule to the Venereal Diseases Regulations 1964: 
*AND WHEREAS that certificate does (or those certificates do) not 
provide sufficient information to satisfy me as to your state of health in 
relation to venereal disease: 

Now, therefore, pursuant to the powers conferred on me by the 
Venereal Diseases Regulations 1964, I do require you-

(a) To submit yourself forthwith to the Medical Officer in charge of 
the Venereal Diseases Clinic at . . ......... or one of the under-
mentioned medical practitioners: 

... , ............. ; and 
(b) If the venereal disease specified above is syphilis, and the Medical 

Officer or other medical practitioner so requires, to submit 
yourself to him for a further examination on a date or within 
a period to be fixed by him; and 

(c) To forward to me, as soon as practicable after such examination, 
and each such examination, a medical certificate on the 
enclosed form as to the state of your health in relation to 
venereal disease. 

WARNING 
You are hereby informed that if you fail to produce a medical 

certificate as herein required you may be committed to a public 
hospital or other suitable place, and may be detained there for 
examination and treatment. 

Dated at this. day of ............ ,. 19 ..... , 

Medical Officer of Health." 

*Delete inapplicable alternative. 

P. G. MILLEN, 
Clerk of the Executive Council. 
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This note is not part of the regulations, but is intended to indicate their 
general effect. 

These regulations amend the Venereal Diseases Regulations 1964. They have 
two main purposes: 

(a) Regulations 3 and 7 make better provision for medical examinations and 
tests designed to determine whether a patient is suffering from syphilis, 
and whether a patient known to have been suffering from that disease 
has been cured; and 

(b) Regulation 6 empowers a medical practitioner to advise the Medical 
Officer of Health, by notice in the prescribed form, of anyone believed 
to have had intimate sexual contact with one of the practitioner's 
patients while that patient was suffering from syphilis. 

Issued under the authority of the Regulations Act 1936. 
Date of notification in Gazette: 3 April 1975. 
These regulations are administered in the Department of Health. 


