
(22.) WELLINGTON SEAMEN. 

In the Conciliation Board, Wellington District.-In the matter of a 
dispute between the Wellington Branch of the Federated Sea
men's Industrial Union of New Zealand of Workers and the 
Union Steamship Company (Limited), W. and G. Turnbull and 
Co., Levin and Co. (Limited), C. W. Turner, .J. H. Cock and 
Co., Charles Seagar, Richardson and Co., Wanganui Steamship 
Company, and Horsley and Co. 
The recommendations of the Board are as follow ;-
Clauses 1 and 2.-The Board does not see its way clear to raise 

or reduce the wages. 
Clause 3.-The overtime to be as at present, but surfing to be 

paid at the rate of ls. 9d. per hour. 
Clause 4. The following recommendations will apply to the 

trade between Wellington and Lyttelton (ferry service), Welling
ton-Picton and Nelson, W ellington-Picton-N elson-W estport
Greymouth, and Wellington-Nelson-New Plymouth-Manakau 
(time-table service): When a ship arrives in port during the 4 to 8 
morning watch and sails again the same day, the 4 to 8 a.m. watch 
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on deck is to. be allowed a watch below from 8 a.m. to 12 noon,. 
provided that the seamen are not allowed to leave the ship between 
these hours unless by express permission of the chief officer ; and, 
in the event of a ship arriving in port between the hours of 4 a.m. 
and 8 a.m., the unexpired time of the sea-wa,tch is to be deducted 
from the watch below between 8 a.m. and 12. In ports where 
shore labour is not readily available to relieve the 4 a.m. to 8 a.m. 
watch, the seamen can b~ called upon to work between 8 a.m. and 
12 noon, and shall be paid overtime for any time worked between 
these hours in excess of the unexpired time of the sea-watch. 

Clause 5. That ,vhen time-off is charged against overtime, it 
shall be equiva,lent to the same monetary v:alue, and shall be given 
11t the home port or at the port where the man resides. 

Hours of Laboiw. 
Clause 6 (a). The hours of labour shall be eight in all ports and 

1:o~tdsteads for A.B.'s working cargo-viz., from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
with two hours for meals. · 

Meal-hours as per port rules, save where the exigencies of the 
service require, but overtime is not to be prejudiced. 

Sea watches of men in the stoke-hole on days of sailing and 
arrival shall count as a portion of the eight hours' work per day. 

Firemen, greasers, and trimmers shall work as required during 
their watches. 

Seamen on watch shall perform any work required of them 
between the hours of 5 a.m. and 5 p.m. in intercolonial steamers, 
and between the hours of 6 a.111. and 5 p.m. on coastal steamers, 
but shall be paid overtime for any work performed outside of these 
hours, with the following exceptions: (1.) Work necessary for the 
navigation or the safety of the ship; (2.) clearing decks, stowing 
cargo, &c., after leaving port. 

Wages. 
(b.) The wages at present paid m the different servwes to 

continue. 
Overtime. 

Overtime to be paid for all classes of work in any port, bay, or 
roadstead, except work necessary for the safety of the vessel; 
~ashing decks and decorating ships on Sundays and public holi
days between 6 a.m. and 8 a.m. to be exempt from overtime. (This 
provision to mean when a vessel arrives after 5 p.m. on the evening 
previous to a Sunday or public holiday.) Public holidays to mean 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year's Day, Good Friday, Eight 
Hours' Demonstration Day, and Queen's Birthday; but as regards 
the Union Steam Ship Company, Boxing Day is not to count if it 
forms one of the three consecutive holidays. Should any of the 
above-mentioned days fall on a Sunday the following day to be given 
inplace thereof if observed as a holiday. 
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Donkeymen's overtime to commence from the time steam is 
ordered, and overtime to be paid for working meal-hours. Seamen 
employed as watchmen on Sundays and holidays to be paid over
time or equivalent in time when giving time-off. Overtime for holi
days to be paid at current overtime rates for all hours worked, 
except where a vessel is engaged on any of the above-mentioned 
days in running an excursion, in which latter case 10s. shall be 
paid each man in lieu of ordinary overtime rates. 

Signing Off. 
(c.) '11wenty-four hours' notice on either side shall be the law of 

discharge in the port where the ship has drawn out her articles; 
but should the ship be laid up in any other port of the Australasian 
Colonies the crew may accept their discharge with wages then due, 
but shall be entitled to a free passage back to the fim,J port. Engage
ment may be determined in the colony at any time after the ship's 
arrival at her final port of discharge in the colony consequent on 
the completion of a round voyage, by twenty-four hours' previous 
notice on either side. All notices to be given to or received from 
the master of the ship only. . 

(d.) Members employed in . the stoke-hole immediately coming 
off watch on day of arrival in port shall be entitled to four hours 
off duty prior to resuming work. Watch to be set four hours prior 
to advertised or sailing time. 

(e.) The secretary of the Wellington Branch of the Federated 
Seamen's Industrial Union of New Zealand of Workers may appoint 
a delegate from amongst the crew. 

Clause 7.-Employers shall employ members of the union in 
preference to non-members, provided there are members of the 
union equally competent with non-members to perform the work 
required to be done, and are ready and willing to undertake it 
where non-members are employed. 

This clause is dependent on the union taking into membership 
any competent seaman of good character on his paying the sub
scription at present charged. And if at any time the exercise of 
the privilege granted to the union shall be found to interfere with 
the discipline of a ship or the exigencies of the service, any ship
owner may apply to the Board, and, on due cause shown, have the 
clause reconsidered with the view of the same being struck out or 
modified. 

Clauee 8.-When any vessel enters a port on a Sunday or any 
of the holidays mentioned in these recommendat10ns, and proceeds. 
to sea prior to midnight, members of the union to be paid ls. 6d. per 
hour, but half an hour is to be allowed by the watch on deck for 
landing mails and passengers' luggage. 

Clause 9.-That an agreement be drawn up to embody the above 
suggestions, to last for two years from this date (except in case of 
clause 8, should it require reconsideration). Such agreement ·shall 
be handed to the Clerk of A wards, in whose office it shall lie for 

8 



114 

execution. If not executed by all parties within seven days of its 
being left, the Chairman may file a report to the effect that the 
:Board have failed to conciliate. 

Dated this 17th day of June, 1899. 
W. H.· QmcK, Chairman. 

This Board declares that its suggestions in this dispute are con
fined to seamen who are members of the Wellington Branch of the 
Seamen's Union in any ship belonging to shipowners who are 
parties to this dispute, but that the term "non-members" in 
clause 7 does not apply to members of any seamen's union registered 
in New Zealand. This explanation will meet (1), (a.), (b.), and (2) 
of the shipowners' letter. 

It is not intended that a non-unionist man, if taken on where a 
unionist man is not available, shall be afterwards discharged to 
make room for a union 1mm; but as regards pressure being 
brought to bear on the non-union man to join the union, the Board 
considers that the last part of clause 7 should be sufficient to meet 
the case put by the shipowners. 

(c.) Our suggestions are not retrospective. 
(4.) Is already answered. 
Dated this 30th day of June, 1899. 

W. H. QurnK, Chairman of the Board. 

In the Conciliation Board, Wellington District.--In the matter of 
a dispute between the Wellington Branch of the Federated 
Seamen's Industrial Union of New Zealand of Workers and 
the Union Steamship Company (Limited), W. and G. Turnbull 
and Co., Levin and Co. (Limited), C. W. Turner, J. H. Cock 
and Co., Charles Seagar, Richard.son and Co., Wanganui Steam 
Ship Company, and Horley and Co. 
The Board report that they have been unable to bring about 

any settlement of the dispute referred to them satisfactory to the 
parties thereto. 

Datec1 this 4th day of .July, 1899. 


