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are employed the output of fibre does not appear to increase in 
due proportion. The employers' association contends that millerjil 
should have the right to employ inexperienced men on the machin~ 
in company with men who are more or less skilled. This, I think . 
is not a fair proposal unless the millers are prepared to let the 
work by contract. I am in sympathy, however, with the objection 
of the millers to fixing different rates for different workers on the 
automatic scutcher. With the exception of the presser I consider 
that all should share alike, and that any extra amount due to the 
presser should be for the men themselves to decide. 

( 4.) After carefully studying the process of scutching hemp, 
both by hand and machine, I have concluded that the work does not 
requir~ any great degree of skill, nor can it be regarded as work 
of an extremely laborious character. The conditions of labour in 
the average scutching-shed compares more than favourably with 
most other departments in or about a flax-mill, and the average 
individual earnings are greater. 

(5.) '11here can be no question that the wages at present being 
paid to automatic scutchers are far in excess of what is commonly 
termed a living-wage. This is entirely due to the abnormal price 
of hemp. It is noticed that during the past eight months the price 
of this commodity has advanced by £40 10s. per ton f .o.b. Undue 
notice must not, how.ever, be given to present prices, as the not 
unlikely possihility of a sharp decline in price has to be given 
consideration . H. J. TORBIT, • 

Inspector of Factories at Palmerston North. 

Dated at Palmerston North, this 12th day of July, 1917. 

(4689.) WHAKATU SAUSAGE-CASING MAKERS. -CONCURRENCE IN 
AGREEMENT. 

NOTICE of concurrence in an industr ial agreement dated the 9th 
day of June , 1916, made between the Whakatu Sausage-casing 
Makers' Industrial Union of Workers and P. Oppenheimer and Co., 
was filed at the office of the Clerk of Awards at Wellington on the 
11th day of April, 1917 , by-

The Oppenheimer Casing Compa;ny (Limited). 

(4690.) W ANGANUI FREEZING-WORKS EMPLOYEES.-CONCURRENCE 
IN AGREEMENT. 

NOTICE of concurrence in an industrial agreement dated the 10th 
day of April, 1916, made between the Wellington Freezing-works 
Employees' Industrial nion of Workers and the Wanganui Meat 
freezing Company (Limited) , was filed at the office of the Clerk of 
Awards a.t Wellington on the 25th day of May, 1917, by-

The New Zealand Refrigerating Compa1:iy (Limited), of 
,vanganui. 
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