
CHARTER 

II>' THE GRACE OF 

KnWDOl\'[ OF GREAT BHITAIN AND 

DEFEND.ER OF THE FAIT!L To ALI, TO WHO);! TH,'<;Sll 

PRESENTS SHALL COME, GREETING; 

WHEREAS, an Act made and passed in the Parlia-
ment holden in the Ninth and Tenth Years of our Reign, 
intituled " Jln Act to make further p~'ovision for the GOIJeTn-

1nent of the New Zealand Islands," it is among other things 
enacted, that it shall be lawful for us, in and by any Let­
ters Patent to be issued, after the passing of the said 
under the Great Seal of the United Kingdom, from time 
to time to constitute and establish within any District or 
Districts of the Islands of New one or 
M;unicipal Corporation or Corporations, and to 
any such all or of the Powers 
pursuance Statutes in behalf made and provi-
ded) it is competent to us to grant to the inhabitants of 
any Town or Borough in England and VVales, 
rated in virtue of such Statutes or any of them, 

and restrict the exercise of in 
the of the Governing shaH 

;;,ake place and ?~ regulated according to the R~les !1nd 111 

(,he D.l.anner Lmu form and WI' m 



ACTS OF PARLIAMENT, &0. 

such and the same manner as by the Statutes last afore­
said, or any of them, we may qualify or l'estrict the exer­
cise of any such Powers in England; and it is by the said 
Act further enacted, that it shall be lawful for us, by any 
such Letters Patent as aforesaid, to make and prescribe 
all such Rules as to us shall seem fit, for determining the 
extent and boundaries of the Districts to be comprised 
within any such Municipal Corporations as aforesaid, and 
for regulating the choice and election of the various offi­
cers of any such Corporations, and of the Members of the 
Governing Bodies thereof, and for ascertaining the quali­
fications of the Members of any such MlUlicipal Corpora­
tions; and it is by the said Act further enacted, that it 
shall be lawful for us to execute any of the Powers thereby 
vested in us, by Instructions under our Signet and Sign 
Manual, approved in our Privy Council, and accompanying 
or referred to in Letters Patent to be issued as aforesaid, 
ana. that it shall be lawful for us by any such Letters Pa­
tent or Instructions to delegate to the Governor-in-Chief 
for the time being of the Islands of New Zealand, or to 
the respective Governors for the time being of the respec­
tive Provinces into which the said Islands may be divided, 
the exercise of such of the Powers by the said Act vested in 
us as it may seem meet to us so to delegate, and to prescribe 
the manner and form in which, and the conditions subject 
to which, such delegated authority shall so be exercised. 

N ow KNOW Y E That, in pursuance of the said recited 
Act, and in exercise of the Powers thereby in us vested, 
and also in exercise of all and every other the Powers to 
us-in that behalf in anywise belonging, we, of our special 
grace, mere motion, and certain knowledge, have constitu­
ted and established, and do hereby constitute and establish 
within the said Islands of New Zealand such Municipal 
Corporations with such Powers, qualifications,and restric­
tions, as are mentioned and directed in certain Instruc­
tions by us given under our Signet and Sign Manual, _ ap­
proved in our Privy Council, and bearing even date with and 
accompanying these presents. 

2. And in further pursuance and exercise of the Powers. 
aforesaid, we do hereby grant, appoint, and ordain, that 
the Districts to be comprised within such Municipal Cor­
porations respectively shallbe of such extent, and shallhave 
such boundaries as are prescribed and provided for in and by 
the said Instructions, and that the choice and election of the 
various officers of the said Corporations respectively, and 
by the said Instructions,' and that the qualifications of the 
Members of the said Municipal Corporations shall in like 
manner be ascertained accm'ding to the Rules and in the 
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• tI. House of l'tepresentatives; and that such Legislative {]ouncil shllll 
• consist of sllch persons as we shall for that purpose appoint; and that 
'such House of Representatives shall consist of memhers of the respective 
• Honses of Representatives of the several Provinces into which the said 
• Islands may be divided, which members so to serve in the said General 
• Assembly shall be elected, nominated, and appointed- by such persons, in 
• such manner and form, and upou and subject to such rules and conditions 
, as we by any such Letters Patent as aforesaid sball direct; Now 'I'HERE-

• FORE, in'further pursuance of the said recited Act, and in exercise of the 
• powers therehy in ns vested, we do herehy constitute and establish a 
, General Assembly in and for the Islands of New Zealand, to be called 
, the General Assembly of New Zealand, and to consist of Rnd be holden 
• by the Governor-in-Chief of the said Islands, a Legislative Conncil, and 
, a. Honse (,f Representatives; and we do hereby grltnt, appoint, Rnd 01'­

'dain that the Legislative Council of the said General Assembly of New 
• Zealand shall consist of such persons as are for that purpose appointed or 
, designated by us in the said Instructions hereinbefore mentioned; and 
• that the House of Representatives of the said General Assembly shall 
, consist of members of the respective Honses of Representatives of the 
'said Provinces, to be for that purpose elected, nominated and appointed 
, hy the persons appointed or designated, Rnd in the manner and form 
• prescribed an(1 provided for in and by the said lnstl'llctions hereinbefore 
• mentioned. 

'6. AND WHEREAS it is by the said recited Act further enacted, that it 
• shall be lawful for us, hy any such Letters Patent to be issued as first 
, aforesaid, to make and prescribe all snch rules as to ns shall seem fit, for 
• ascertaining the qualificat-ions of the members of any such Assemblies 
, or General Assembly as aforesaid, and for determining the lenglh of time 
• for which every such Assembly or General Assembly shall be holden from 
• the time of tlw election of the memhers of the said Houses of Hepresen­
-, tatives, and how and by what authority the same shall be dissolved or 
• prorogaed, and for prescribing the oMhs to he taken 01' the affirmation to 
• be made by the members of the said Corporations, A~semblies, or General 
• Assembly, or any of them, before entering on the discharge of the duties 
, of their respective offices, and for Frescribing the course of proceeding to 
, be followed in the said respective Assemblies and in the said General As­
• sembly, in reganl to the enactment of Laws, Statutes, and Ordinances 
'therein, and for determining in what cases the Governor-in-Chieffor the 
• time being of the said Islands of New Zealand, or the Governor for the 
, time heing- of allY separate Province shall, in our name and on onr 
-, behalf, assent to ally such Laws, Statutes, or Ordinances, or !'eserve the 
• signification of our pleasure thereon, together with all such l'Ules as 
, shall be necessary for determining' the efIect of the disallowance by ns 
, of any such J"RW, Statute, or OrdinalJce, although not so !'eseryed as 
• aforesaid, together with all such other rules, not being repugnant to the 
, said Act, as it may seem to us necessary to make and establish for carry­
'ing into full effect the purposes and objects thereof: Now THEREFORE, 

, in further pursuance of the said Act, and in exercise of the powers so 
• thereby vested in us as aforesaid, we do hereby declare our pleasure to be 
• that npon and in respect to all alld each of the matters and things las t 
'mentioned and refened to in the said recited Act, snch rules shall be 
, observed and followed as are for those several purposes prescribed or re­
'ferred to in the said Instrnctiolls hereinbefore mentioned.' 

7. AND -WHEREAS it is by the said recited Act further 
enacted, that it shall be lawful for us by any such Letters 
Patent as first aforesaid, to appropriate and set apart from 
and out of the revenues of any such separate Provinces as 
aforesaid, hy way of Civil List, for the maintenance of the 
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administration of Justice, and the Principal Officers of the 
Civil Government, or of such separate Provinces as afore~ 
sai4, such sums of Money as shall not exceed £6,000 by 
the year, in anyone of the said separate Governments: 
Now THERE:(fORE, in pursuance of the said Act, and in 
exercise of the powers thereby vested in us, we do hereby 
appropriate ·and set apart, from and out of the revenue of 
each of the said separate Provinces respectiveJy, by way 
of Civil List, for the purposes last aforesaid, the sum of 
£6,000 in each of the said Governments respeGtively, 
which said several sums of £6,000 shall, in each of the 
said Governments respectively, be appropriated, and ap·. 
plied, and accounted for in the manner and form for that 
purpose appointed and prescribed in and by the said In­
structions hereinbefore mentioned . 

• S. AND WHEREAS it is by the said recited Act, among other things 
• enacted, that it shan be lawful for us, by suah Letters Patent as first 
• aforesaid, to prohibit the graut 01' appropriation Of any public money by 
• either of the said Assemblies, or by the said Geueral Assembly, in any 
• case in which such grant or appropriation shall not first have been recom-
• mended by us, or on our behalf, with a view to, or iu aid of. some specific 
• public service to be performed within the said Provinces respectively, or 
• within the said Islands of New Zealand Collectively: Now THEREFORE, 

• in further pursuance of the said recited Act, and in exercise of the pow-
• ers tbereby in us vested as aforesaid, we do hereby prohibit the grant or 
• appropriation of any public money by either of tbe said Assemblies, 01" 

• by the said General Assembly, iu any case in which such grant or appro-
• ,priation shall not first have beel1 recommended by us; or on onr 'behalf. 
• with a view to, or in aid of, some specific pllblic service to be performed 
• within the said Provinces respectively, or within tile said Islands of New 
• Zealand collectively.' -

9. AND WHEREAS by the said Letters Patent of the 
16th day of November, in the Fourth Year of our Reign, 
we did reserve to us, our Heirs, and Successors, full power 
and authority from, time to time to revoke, alter, or ailleuel 
the same as to us or them shall seem meet: Now THERE­

FORE, in exercise and in pursuance of the powers so re­
served to us, we do hereby revoke the said last mentioneel 
Lettel's Patent; provided always, that all Laws and Ordi­
nances maele anel all Acts done under and ill pursuance of 
the said last mentioned Letters Patent. in so far as such 
Laws, Ordinances, and Acts are not ~'epugnallt to these 
presents, anel do not interfere with or prevent the opera­
tion thereof, shall be as valid, and effectual as though these 
presents had not been made . 

• 10. And we do bereby require and enjoin, that the said General As-
• sembly of New Zealand, and that the said respective Assemllies of tIle 
• said respective Provinces, shall, in pursllance or" the said recited Act, 
• make and enact all snch LawE, Statutes, and Ordinances as, by tbe said 
• recited Ac: tbey are severally ituthorized and empowered to make and 
, ebact, and that the course oJ proceeding to be followed in the said Gene­
• ral Assembly, and ill the saifl Assemblies of the said respecthe Provin-
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to constitute and appoint Judges, and in cases requisite,. 
Commissioners of Oyer and Terminer, Justices of Peace. 
and other necessary officers for the administration of Jus~ 
tice within the said respective Provinces, and for the- put­
ting in fOl·ce therein all htws made or to be made for the 
Government thereof, and all such officers as may be requi­
site for the due administration of the Civil Government 
therein And we do further authorize t.he same Governors, 
as occasion shall require, to suspend from the exer­
cise of his office or employment, until our pleasure shall 
be known, any Person or Persons within their respective 
Provinces holding any public office or employment therein 
at our pleasure. 

17. Provided always, that in the exercise of such power 
of appointment and suspension of Public Officers, the 
same Governors shall observe the rules in that behalf pre­
scribed for their guidance in and by the said Instructions 
hereinbefore mentioned. 

18 And we do hereby authorize, empower, and require 
the respective Governors of the said Provinces respec­
tively, to administer, or to cause to be administe¢d, to all 
our officers, Civil and Military, and to all other persons 
within the said Provinces respectively, such oaths for the 
due execution of their respective offices and employments 
as are usually taken by such officers, and the oath of al­
legiance. 

19. And we do hereby give and grant unto the respec~ 
tive Governors of the said Provinces respectively full 
power and authority, in our name and on our behalf, to 
grant to any offender convicted of any crime, or sentenced 
to the payment to us of lIuy fine, penalty, or forfeiture, by 
any court or by or before any Judge, Justice, or Magis­
trate, within the said Provinces respectively, a free and 
unconditional pardon, or a pardon subject to such condi­
tions as by any Law then in force may be thereunto an­
nexed, or any respite of the execution of the sentence of 
any such offender for such period as to such Governor may 
seem meet, or a remission, either total or partial, absoluttl 
or conditional, of any such Fine, Penalty, or Forfeiture. 

20. And in the event of the death of the Governor-in­
Chief of New Zealand for the time being, or of his ab­
sence from the New Zealand Islands, or of his bodily or 
mental incapacity for the discharge of the duties of his 
office, any person being within the said Islands, and hold­
ing a Commission from us to be Governor of the Province 
of New Ulster, shall, upon the occurrence of such death, 
absence, or incapacity, enter upon, and during such vacan­
cy by death, or during the continuance of such absence or 
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