


CONFIDENTIAL. Copy No. 1 

AGREEIIENT RELATING TO PRISONERS OF WAR AND CIVILIANS 
LIBERATED BY FORCES OPERATING UNDER SOVIET 
COMMAND AND FORCES OPERATING UNDER BRITISH 
COMMAND. 

THE Governllients of the United I<iiigdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, of Canada, of Australia, of New Zealand, of tlie Union of South 
Aflica and of India on the one hand and the Government of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics on tlie other hand, wishing to make arrange- 
ments for the care and repatriation of Soviet citizens freed by forces 
operating under British coinilland and for British subjects freed by forces 
operating under Soviet con~mand, have agreed as follows:- 

~ ~ L T I C L E  1. 
All Soviet citizens liberated by the forces operating under British 

coniliiand and all British subjects liberated by the forces operating under 
Soviet command will, without delay after their liberation, be separated from 
enemy prisoners of war and will be maintained separately from them in 
cai-nps or points of concentration until tliey have been handed over to the 
Soviet or British authorities, as the case may be, a t  places agreed upon 
between those authorities. 

British and Soviet niilitary authorities will respectively take the necessary 
measures for protection of camps and points of concentration from enemy 
bombing, artillery fire, &c. 

ARTICLE 2. 
The contracting parties shall ensure that their iiiilitary authorities shall 

witliout delay inforill the conipeteizt authorities of tlie other party regarding 
citizens or subjects of the other contracting party found by them, and will 
at the sanie time take the necessary steps to implenient the provisions of 
this agreenlent. Soviet and British repatriation representatives will have 
the right of iilirnediate access into the ca.mps and points of concentration 
where their citizens or subjects are located and they will ha,ve the right 
to appoint the internal administration and set up t,he internal discipline 
and management in accordance wit11 the iiiilitary procedure and laws of 
their country. 

Facilities will be given for the despatch or transfer of officers of their 
own nationality to camps or points of concentration where liberated members 
of the respective forces are located and there are insufficient officers. The 
outside protection of and access to and from tlie cainps or points of concen- 
tration will be esta,blished in accordance ~vith'the instructions of the niilitary 
conin~ander in whose zone they are located, and the nlilitary coniinander 
sha,ll also appoint a commandant, who shall have the final responsibility for 
tlie overall adnlinistration and discipline of tlie canip or point concerned. 

The reinoval of camps as well as tlie transfer fro111 one camp to another 
of liberated citizens or subjects will be effected by agreement with the 
com~eten t  Soviet or Britis11 authorities. Removal of canips and transfer 
of liberated citizens or subjects may, in exceptional circuiilstances, also be 
effected without preliminary agreement, provided the competent authorities 
are iinmediatlel;y notified of such removal or transfer witli a statement of 
the reasons. Hostile propaganda directed against the ~oiit~racting parties or 
against any of the United Nations will not be permitted. 

ARTICLE 3. 
The colnljetent British and Soviet authorities will supply liberated 

~i t~izens or subjects of the contrac'idng parties witli adequate food, clothing, 
housing and medical attention both in canips or at points of concentration 
and e ~ z  v o z ~ t e ,  and with transport until tliey are handed over to the Soviet 
or British authorities a t  places &greed upon between those authorities. 
Tlie standards of sue11 food, clothing, housing and medical a,tt,ention shall, 
subject to the provisions of Article 8, be fixed on a basis for privates, non- 
cornlllissioned officers &nd officers. The basis fixed for ,civilians shall as far 
as possible be tlie sal.ne as tjliat fixed for privates. 

Tlie contracting parties will not clernand coiiipensatioii for these or other 
siniilar services wliicll their authorities Inay supply respectively to liberated 
citizens or subjects of tlie other contracting party. 

ARTICLE 4. 
Each of tlie colltracting partties shall be at liberty to use in agreement 

with the other party such of its own lilealls of transport as may be available 
f o ~  the repatriation of its citizens or subjects held by t,he other contracting 



a party. Similarly each of the contracting parties shall be at liberty to use 
in agreement with the other party its own facilities for the delivery of 
supplies to its citizens or subjects held by the other contracting part$. 

Soviet and Brltlsh lnll~tary authorities shall make such advances on 
behali of their respect~ve Gove~nnlents to llberated clt~zens and sublects of 
the other contracting party as the competent Sov~et and Brltish authorltles 
shall aglee upon beforehand 

Advances macle 111 currency of any enemy terrltorg or 111 curreno) of thew 
occupat~on author~tles shall not be l~able to compensation 

In  the case of advances made 111 currency of llberated non-enealy 
terr~tory, the Sovlet and Br~tlsh Governments v111 effect, each1 for advances 
made to  thelr c~tlzens or subjects),necessary settlements with the Govern- 
ments of the territory concerned, v110 wlll be mformed of the amount of 
thew currency pald out for this purpose 

ARTICLE 6. 
Ex-prisoners of war and civil~anh of each of the contracting parties may, 

until their repatriation, be employed in the marpgement, maintenance and 
administration of the camps or billets in which they are situated They 
may also be employed on a voluntary basis on other work in the vicinity 
of their camps in furtherance of the colnmon war effort in accordance with 
agreements to be reached between the competent Soviet and British 
authorities. The question of paylnent ancl other conditions of labour shall 
be determined by agreement between these authorities. It is understood 
that liberated members of the respective forces will be employed in 
aocordnnce with m~litary stanclards and procedure and under the supervision 
of their own officers. 

ARTICLE 7. 
The contracting parties shall, wherever necessary, use all practicable 

means to ensure the evacuation to the rear of bhese liberated citizens or 
hubjects They also undertake to use a11 practicable means to transport 
libbrated citizens or subjects to places to be agreed upon where they can 
be handed over to the Soviet or British authorities respectively. The 
tiandlng over of these liberated citizens or subjects shall in no way be 
dblayed or impeded by the requirements of their temporary employmznt 

The contracting parties will give the fullest possible effect to the foregoing 
provisions of this Agreement, subject only to the limitations in detail and 
from time to time of operational, supply and transport conditions in the 
several theatres. 

ARTICLE 9. 
This Agreement shall come into force on Signature 

Done at the Crimea in duplicate and in the English and Russian 
langt~ages, both being equally authentic, this eleventh day of February, 1945. 

For the Gove~nment of the United Kingdom: 
A EDEN. 

For the Government of Canada : 
A. EDEN. 

For the Government of Australia: 
A. EDEN. 

For the Government of New Zealand: 
A. EDEN. 

For the Government of the Unioh of South Africa: 
A. EDEN. 

For the Government of India : 
A. EDEB 

For the GovernMbtlt bf the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: 
V. MOLOTOV. 
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ANNEX 1. 

Mr. Eden to M. Molotov. 
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Your Excellency, Vo~ontsov, 11th F e b ~ t i i ~ i . y ,  1945. 
AT the time of the signature between Ihe Governments of the Unitecl 

Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and India and 
the Soviet Government of the Agreement relating t o  prisoners of war and 
civilians liberated by the forces operating under Soviet Command and by 
the forces operating under British Command, an understanding has been 
reached between us which I would like to take this opportunity of placing 
on record as follom~s :- 

I t  is understood that  the provisions of the second paragraph of Article 5 
relating to  advances made in currency of enemy territory sl~all, as regards 
such advances made in Italy, Roumania and Bulgaria, be the subject of 
further discussion. 

I should be grateful if your Excellency would confirm that this 
understanding is correct. 

I have, &c. 
A. EDEN. 

A l .  Molotov to Mr. Eden. 

Your Excellency, 11th Febrz~ary ,  1945. 
I HAVE received your note of the 11th February relating to  Al-ticle 5 of 

the Agreement signed between us to-day in which it is stated:- 
" At the time of the signature between Ihe Governments of the 

United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and 
India and the Soviet Government of the Agreement relating to prisoners 
of war and civilians liberated by the forces operating under Soviet 
Command and by the forces operating under British Command, an 
understanding has been reached between us which I should like to take 
this opportunity of placing on record as follows :- 

" I t  is understood that  the provisions of the second paragraph of 
Article 5 relating to advances made in currency of enemy territory shall, 
as regards such advances made in Italy, Roumania and Bulgaria, be the 
subject of further discussion. " 

I have the honour hereby to confirm that the understanding as set forth 
in your note is correct. 

I have, &c. 
V. MOLOTOT7. 

ANNEX 2. 

MT. Eden to M. Molotov. 

Your Excellency, vo~o.ntsov, 11th Febrzinry, 1945. 
AT the time of the signature between the Governments of the United 

Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa and India and 
the Soviet Government of tbe Agreement relating t o  prisoners of war and 
civilians liberated by the forces operating under Soviet Command and by 
the forces operating under British Command, I am bound to place on record 
that my signature for the Government of Australia is subject to a reservation 
as regards the provisions of Article 6 of the Agreement. 

I have, &C. 
A. EDEN. 

Your Excellency, l l t l ~  February,  1945. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 

11th February in which it is stated that :- 
" At the time of the signature between the Governments of the 

United Kingdom, Can~da ,  Australia, New Zealan'd, South Africa and 
India and the Soviet Government of the Agreement relating to prisoners 
of war and civilians liberated by the forces operating under Soviet 
Command and by the forces operating under British Command, I all-, 
bound to place on record that my signature for the Government of 
Australia is subject to a reservation as regards the provisions of Article (i 
of the Agreement.' * 

I have, &C. 
V. MOLOTOV. 


